
KEYS TO LIVING RIGHT SIDE UP IN AN UPSIDE DOWN WORLD   
Proverbs 3:1-3:10  

What is a Christian supposed to do? We live in a world that is upside down. 

Everything has been turned upside down, morally, ethically, and physically. Nothing is biblically right side up. It is hard to live 

right side up in an upside down world. Society says that right may not always be right to everyone and the individual can decide 

for himself what is right and wrong for him. When God is given the total freedom to perform His promises and His will in our 

lives then everything is right side up. Remember society will view it as being upside down. 

This portion of Scripture tells us that there is a way in which every child of God can live successful and acceptable 

to God even though the surroundings may not be conceivably acceptable. 

Notice again Vs. 10: "So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine."  

Plenteous = More than enough, having an abundant supply. How many of you would consider that to be living “Right 

Side Up?” I sure would.  

Even if the whole society is upside down we, the children of God, can still live right side up. 

I want to give you four areas of life in which you can make this work for you. 

1. TRUST GOD BEFORE ANYTHING ELSE 

 Pro.3:5 "Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding." 

Several have mentioned the 1828 Noah Webster Dictionary this week. The English word “Trust” in the “Hebrew” 

means - “Be confident or sure:--be bold (confident, secure, sure), careless, confidence, hope, trust. 

 “Careless” – How would that apply in trusting? Christians who put total trust in the Lord will appear to 

others to be careless in practice and thinking. An unbeliever would think it very careless for a Christian, to 

place total trust in the Lord for all our needs, with no regard to whether or not God would do what He 

promised. It would appear to be “careless” not to make a back up provision in the event God didn’t come 

through. Our assurance must be in God and God alone. When we say God plus man then we limit God. God 

may and probably will use man to bring about His desires for us, but man is only a delivery instrument and 

not the source of supply.  

 “Trust” has two applications here: 

† Faith. Trusting in God will require faith in God.  

 With all thine heart. That removes your own capability from the matter. Nothing you can do will 

make it any better, or any more sure. It must all come from God. Trust means that you are going to 

leave the whole matter in God’s hands. Whatever the outcome is, you will accept as God doing His 

own will.  

 Lean not on thine own understanding. If we are leaning on self then we are not trusting in God 

with all our heart. Here is the catch to this:  

“Lean” means – To support one’s self. To rely or rest upon.  

We said that the word “Trust” has two applications: The first was “Faith”. The second is:  

† Confidence.  
 Trusting God will require confidence. This is very important.  

 Confident that God can produce what He promises. (1 John 5:14) "And this is the confidence that we have 

in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us:" 

 2. Confident that God will give the asked need. (1 John 5:15) "And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever 

we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him." 

Without confidence you won’t trust Him.We can be confident that He will do the right thing for us in 

each situation.  

Pro.14:12"There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death." 

2. COMMIT TO THE LORD IN ALL AREAS OF YOUR LIFE 

 Pro.3:6 "In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths." 

 “Ways” mean: A course of life or mode of action, conversation, custom, manner. You must acknowledge 

Him as your only source of trust and or supply. 

 OH! WHAT WE MISS WHEN WE HANG ON TO THE OLD THINGS OF THIS LIFE. 

† Acknowledging Him In All Our Ways. 



 A Standard Of Life Or Mode Of Action. Is God in control of everything? Perhaps some of you 

listening to me right now your very next step in this matter of serving God is to commit to Him your 

course of life or mode of action. You may have nearly done this in the past, yet held on to just one 

little string of life that you wanted to control. You will never experience living right side up in this 

upside down world. 

  Conversation. Noah Webster’s definition of conversation is: “General course of manners; behavior; 

deportment; especially as it respects morals.” 

Committing all our “ways” unto the Lord. Conversation is one of those “ways”. 

Have you committed your behavior and your general course of manners to the Lord.  

 Customs. “Frequent or common use, or practice; a frequent repetition of the same act; hence, way; 

established manner; habitual practice.”  

Most customs today is that of self controlling of our life.  

 Manner. Form; method; way of performing or executing. Duty or Delight! 

† And He Shall Direct Thy Paths. 

 Isa.30:21 "And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when 

ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left."  

 Oh! His direction will lead you to happiness and success. Your direction will lead you farther in what 

you now have. Which do you want? 

Committing comes before direction of our paths. 

3. DON’T OVER ESTIMATE YOUR OWN ABILITY 

 Pro.3:7 "Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil." 

 When I make my own decisions and insist on my own way I always end up upside down – confused 

and often defeated. 

 Your flesh will make the wrong turns in life. You will go with the easiest course of life and the most 

attractive. Those ways may not be the best. If you will allow God to choose for you – how much 

happier you will be. 

4. BE A GOOD STEWARD WITH ALL THAT YOU HAVE 

 Pro.3:9 "Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase 

This may be the number one stopper of all Christian success. That of failing to be a good steward with 

all substance. :" 

 Did you know that if you brake this requirement you remove all of God’s obligation to provide for 

you. Much of what God has done for us is in direct proportion to our faithfulness in tithing.  

5. ENJOYING THE RIGHT SIDE UP LIFE BY ACCEPTING CORRECTION 

 Pro.3:10 “So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.” 

 There is a promise that God will provide plenty for His children, and this the example of it. There is 

still one aspect of this whole precept that we didn’t read yet, and it is found in Vs. 11&12.  

 Pro.3:11 “My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of his correction: 

Pro.3:12 “For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth. 

 Precept to the Promises: 

 Our failure to live right side up brings a consequence – chastening. If we fail to do that then 

our chastening is to have to suffer the consequences of not living right side up. Living upside 

down brings a chastening. 

 Where are you today? Is life upside down? Is your future about as bleak as it could be? Why 

not turn around and live right side up? 

 You must first begin by being saved. After that, you begin to place all your trust in Him and 

proceed with what we have learned today. 

 Who needs to come? If you do, just get up right now and come on. Turn over and begin 

living right side up. 


