
 

 

 

Actions in the  

Gospels 
 

 

 



  
Page 2 

 
  

CHAPTER 1 

King Herod's Attack Against the Christ Child 

  

In the days when Jesus Christ was born, who was the king over the land (Matthew 2:1)? _________________ 

Our history books refer to this King as Herod the Great, and that is exactly what he was. He was great in 

wickedness, great in cruelty and great in his love for power.  You can see his jealousy and love for power in 

Matthew 2:2-3. History tells us that he murdered some of his closest family members, without showing any 

mercy,  including one of his many wives and her two brothers. Herod the Great was a monster of a man. Even 

the Emperor Augustus (the man who was the King over all the empire) once said, "It’s better to be Herod’s hog 

(pig) than to be his son." 

In the last months of Herod’s life there a baby  was born in Bethlehem who was the K____________ of the 

J_______ (Matthew 2:2) and who was also called the K____________ of  K______________ (Revelation 

19:16). Herod did not want any RIVAL KING to challenge his position on the throne. He was the King, and he 

considered himself the only King.  He did not want anyone else to be King.   

Sometimes we act just like Herod in that we do not want the Lord to be the King of our life. Instead we 

want to be our own King.  We want SELF to be on the throne of our heart and no one else. "Don’t tell me 

what to do, Lord. I’ll do whatever I want to do! I’m my own King!"   It is so important to let the Lord 

Jesus be the King of our life, and to submit to His authority and to His Word. 

Herod asked the wise men two important questions: 

WHERE was this King born? Matthew 2:4-6 

WHEN was this King born? Matthew 2:7; compare Matthew 2:16 

Thus he wanted to know where the child was and how old the child was. Why did the wise men want to see the 

Christ child (Matthew 2:2)? ____________________________________ Why did Herod want to see the Christ 

child (according to his own words in Matthew 2:8)?  __________________________________________  Was 

Herod hiding his true intentions?   Did he really want to worship Christ or did he want to destroy Christ? 

______________________________ 

Even though Herod was a wicked man, there was another person who was using King Herod to carry out his 

evil plans. Who was this person that was using Herod, and who was far more monstrous and murderous than 

even Herod himself (John 8:44)? ___________________________   According to John 8:44, who was Herod’s 

spiritual father? __________________  

The Bible tells us that the DRAGON (see Revelation 12:9 to discover who the dragon is) wanted "to devour" 

the Christ child as soon as He was _____________ (Revelation 12:4), and the Dragon used Herod the monster 

to try to accomplish this purpose. 

Not only was Satan working, but God was working also. What is one thing God did to protect the Christ child 

(Matthew 2:12)? ________________________________________________________________ 
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When Herod saw that the wise men never returned, he was burning with anger.  What did he tell his servants to 

do (Matthew 2:16)? ___________________________________________________________________ 

Why did Satan want to destroy Jesus? According to Luke 8:12, the devil does not want people to 

B__________________ and be S_______________. Can a person be saved if there is no Saviour? ______ 

Suppose you were God. How would you have stopped the devil’s attack upon the Christ child? What would you 

have done? Would you have somehow tried to get rid of Herod? Would you have sent 5,000 angels to guard the 

city of Bethlehem from the men who would come to murder innocent babies? Would you have sent wild lions 

to devour Herod’s soldiers? 

What did God do (Matthew 2:13-14)? ___________________________________________________________ 

Compare also Matthew 2:19-21. 

The Christ child was spared, but we must not forget that innocent children from two years old and under were 

slaughtered according to the King’s command (Matthew 2:16).  [We call them "innocent children."  These 

children were born as sinners (Psalm 51:5) and inherited a sinful nature from Adam (compare Genesis 5:3), yet 

they had never done anything worthy of being killed by Herod's men.  Herod's deed was despicable.] Why did 

God allow these infant deaths? Why did God allow One to flee and others to remain and face a terrible death? 

This terrible slaughter should teach us something about the sinfulness of man.  What does the passage in 

Romans 3:15-16 teach us about the sinfulness of man?  From this passage do we learn anything about Satan, 

that greatest of all sinners and that prince of murderers (1 John 3:8; John 8:44)?  

Is God able to correct and make right the wrongs of this life? Is God pleased when the innocent are put to death 

without mercy (Proverbs 6:16-17)?  Is God concerned about babies and young children (Luke 18:15-16)?  Is 

God more concerned about them than we are (Matthew 18:14)? ________  Does God always do what is right 

(Genesis 18:25)? _______ 

We have seen that God’s plan and purpose always succeeds. Satan may think he is winning, but in the end he 

loses and God is the winner! Does God have a plan for your life (1 Timothy 2:4)?    Is it a good plan? Does 

Satan want this plan to be carried out?  Do you want this plan to be carried out? 

Does Satan have a plan today?  His greatest enemy is God Himself and all those who belong to God.   Who 

does Satan work through (Ephesians 2:2)? Who are his children who carry out his work and do his will (1 John 

3:10; John 8:44)?   Satan uses unsaved people to carry out his purposes.  Sometimes even saved people can be 

tricked into being used by the devil (see Matt. 16:21-23; Acts 5:3). 

When the Lord Jesus walked on this earth, He was the number one object of the devil’s attack, even from the 

day He was born (Revelation 12:4). Today Jesus is no longer on this earth (see John 16:10) and the devil can no 

longer attack Him directly. Therefore, who do you think the devil attacks today? What is the nearest thing to 

Christ on this earth (compare Colossians 1:27--"Christ I___ Y____")? Who is the devil attacking today 

(Ephesians 6:12,13,16)? __________________________________ When Christ was born the dragon was ready 

to devour Him (Revelation 12:4). Who does Satan the lion seek to devour today (1 Peter 5:8)? 

___________________________ 

As we think about Satan, our powerful foe, what should we always realize (1 John 4:4)?  

__________________________________________________  How can we defeat the devil according to James 

4:7-8? ______________________________________________  How can we defeat the devil according to1 

Peter 5:6-11? __________________________________________________________________________ 
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THE SAME GOD WHO TOOK CARE OF THE CHRIST CHILD TAKES 

CARE OF YOU! 

GOD CAN (AND WILL) TAKE CARE OF THE DEVIL! 

YOU BE CAREFUL TO ALWAYS LET GOD BE KING OF YOUR LIFE! 

LET THE LIVING GOD TAKE CARE OF YOU! 

 

Here are some notes for the teacher or or for the parent: 

How Old Was the Christ Child in Matthew 2? 

Herod asked when the star first appeared (Matthew 2:7), and he must have assumed that the star first appeared 

when the child was born. The answer of the wise men is not recorded. Did they say they had seen the star one 

month before?  Two months before?  Six months before?  One year before?   Two years before? We are not 

told. 

In Matthew 2:16 we find a clue as to what the wise men said. Herod knew that if all infants two years old or 

younger were slaughtered, this would include the Christ child. Herod the monster would want to make sure that 

the Christ child was caught in the slaughter, and thus it seems reasonable that Herod would leave an ample 

margin (he would make his net wide enough). In other words, if he knew the child was four months old, he 

might say, "kill all the children from two and under to make sure we get Him." If he knew the child was two 

years old, he probably would have had all children three years old and under killed, just to make sure. 

Apparently the wise men began their journey when they saw the star (Matthew 2:2), and it probably would not 

have taken them any longer than a few months to reach Jerusalem from the East. Matthew 2:1 seems to imply 

that the wise men visited Jerusalem not too long after the birth of Christ. 

Therefore, it seems best to conclude that Christ was a few months old at this time (though there is no way to 

know exactly how old He was). It is certainly wrong to hold to the traditional concept that the wise men were 

present at the birth of Christ along with the shepherds. The wise men did not find a babe lying in a manger; they 

found a young child who was in a house in Bethlehem (Matthew 2:11). 

How Many Babies Were Slaughtered? 

We can only guess at the answer to this question. The town of Bethlehem was a very small, insignificant 

shepherding village (Micah 5:2).  The population of Bethlehem and its surrounding territory was not great. Also 

it is probably safe to say that only male children were slaughtered (the expression "all the children" in Matthew 

2:16 is masculine). Herod was not afraid of a girl baby growing up to be king because in those days rulers were 

usually male. 

Probably less than 100 children were slaughtered. A. T. Robertson supposes that the number was between 15 

and 20. If it were a very large slaughter it would seem that Josephus the historian would have mentioned it 

(along with all the other horrible things about Herod which he does mention), but Josephus says nothing about 

the slaughter of the innocent children of Bethlehem. It seems that a very large slaughter would have made the 

"headlines."  The bad news is that Herod did such a horrible deed.  The good news is that the number of those 

who died was probably small.  Even one baby slaughtered is a terrible thing, but we are thankful that this did 

not happen to a huge number of babies. 
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CHAPTER 2 

The Lord's Early Years 

Growing 

In the last chapter we learned that the young child Jesus was attacked by the devil from the day He was born 

(Revelation 12:4). Satan is also our enemy from the day we are born again, but God is greater than Satan (1 

John 4:4). God will not allow Satan to ruin His plans for Jesus or for those who trust Him today. 

In this chapter we want to see Jesus in His growing up years. What can we learn about His childhood and 

boyhood as He grew from an infant to a child, from a child to a teenager and from a teenager to a young man? 

Perhaps this will show us something about how we should grow up as we go from stage to stage, from one year 

to the next. 

The Bible says very little about the years when Jesus was growing up. Most of what we know about Jesus took 

place during the 3½ years of His public ministry, beginning with His baptism (Luke 3:21-22), and concluding 

with His death and resurrection (Luke chapters 23 and 24). How old was Jesus when He began His public 

ministry (Luke 3:23)?  He was about ___________________ 

There are two verses in Luke chapter 2 which tell us about Jesus and how He grew up.  Let’s look at these 

verses carefully: 

LUKE 2:40 LUKE 2:52 

Jesus' growth from an infant to 
age twelve: 

Jesus' growth from age twelve to 
about thirty years: 

"And the (young) child ________________, 

and waxed strong in spirit, being 
filled with _____________________: and the 
grace (favor) of God was upon Him." 

"And Jesus increased (advanced, made 
progress, pushed forward as a pioneer 
would cut his way forward through a thick 
forest or jungle) in ___________________ and 
stature, and in favor with __________  and 
_____________." 

In Luke 2:40 we learn that the young child Jesus not only grew physically (He increased in size and strength), 

but He also grew in wisdom (He was continually being filled with wisdom). Can a young child (3 years old, 5 

years old, 7 years old, 9 years old, 11 years old, etc.) grow in wisdom or does he need to wait until he is at least 

20 before he can do this? Can you grow in wisdom right now? What is wisdom? Is wisdom being able to 

multiply 28 by 14? Is wisdom being able to learn facts about history and science? Can a young person get 

straight "A’s" in school and still be unwise? Does wisdom have anything to do with God (Proverbs 9:10)?   

Wisdom is taking knowledge and using it in the right way, in a way that honors God and helps other people. 

How old does a person need to be before he (or she) can do right and live right? If boys and girls are old enough 

to do wrong, are they also old enough to do right? If boys and girls are able to read storybooks, comics and 

other books, are they also able to read their Bibles?  If a young person at age 11 never reads his Bible, do you 
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think he will read it when he is age 18?   If boys and girls are old enough to talk, are they also old enough to 

pray? Are you old enough to do these things? 

Also, we should never say, "God doesn’t know what it is like to grow up with all the struggles and problems 

that a young person must go through!"   Does God know what it is like to be a young person and to grow up?  

God knows just what we go through! The One who died on the cross was once a boy Himself and He has a 

special interest in boys and girls, as well as in grown up people. He had parents like you do (Luke 2:41). He had 

brothers and sisters like you do (Mark 6:3).   How old are you right now? ________   Was Jesus once that same 

age? _____    Jesus was once the very same age as you are right now! 

In Luke 2:52 we learn more about the growth of the Son of man. The following diagram may be helpful: 

And Je
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Proverbs 3:4

THE
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LUKE 2:52

 

The Lord Jesus, as He grew up, made steady progress in these four areas of life.  He made progress physically, 

mentally, socially and spiritually. What occupation helped Him to grow physically (Mark 6:3)? 

________________________  Is it possible for a person to develop mentally but to be immature socially? That 

is, can a person be very intelligent (know a lot about different things) and yet not relate to and get along with 

other people very well? As God looked at His Son at the end of those thirty years of growth, was He pleased 

(Luke 3:22)? _______ 

Even though we are given very little information about Jesus’ growing up years, there is one important fact that 

we are told. We learn in Luke 2:51 that Jesus was continually S____________________ to His parents. This 

means that He put Himself under the authority of Joseph and His mother and He was obedient to them. He 

honored His mother and father. As a boy and as a teen, He did not rebel and disobey. He perfectly obeyed his 

parents (see Colossians 3:20 and Ephesians 6:1-2). What kind of son or daughter are you? 

a. Most of the time obedient and subject to parents 

b. Usually obedient and subject to parents  

c. Sometimes obedient and subject to parents  

d. Rarely obedient and subject to parents  

If you are old enough to disobey, are you also old enough to obey? 
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Missing But Not Lost 

How old was the boy Jesus when He went with His family to Jerusalem (Luke 2:42)? ___________________  

Jerusalem was about 70 miles from Jesus’ home town of N__________________ (Luke 2:39). When Joseph 

and Mary started on their return trip, what did Jesus do (Luke 2:43)?  

__________________________________________  Did His parents know about this? _____ They thought He 

was among their relatives (Luke 2:44)? How long did it take to find Him (Luke 2:46)? 

_______________________  Do you think Joseph and Jesus' mother were filled with concern during these three 

days (Luke 2:48)? ______ Where did they finally find Him (Luke 2:46)? ________________________ Was 

Jesus worried and concerned (Luke 2:49)? _____ 

Jesus was in God’s house (the temple) sitting in the midst (middle) of doctors (Luke 2:46) or teachers.  These 

men were not medical doctors but they were teachers.  They were Jewish men who studied and taught the Old 

Testament. As Jesus sat there, did He have this attitude,  "I’m the Son of God and these teachers are nothing but 

ignorant men; therefore I am not going to listen to them and I will not ask them any questions because there is 

nothing I can learn from them"? _______ 

Not only did Jesus ask questions, but He also gave A______________ (Luke 2:47), and the teachers were 

amazed as their student began teaching them! Probably the questions Jesus asked showed so much 

understanding and wisdom that the teachers began to ask Him questions! Does God desire boys and girls (ages 

9 through12) to have understanding and to have answers? Does God want this for you? Do you want answers? 

Do you ask questions? If not, why not? Does asking questions always mean that you will understand things 

right away? Each time we think and ask questions and look for answers, we understand a little more. 

When Jesus’ parents found Him, He said to them, "Did you not know that I must be about my Father’s 

business?" (Luke 2:49) When Jesus spoke about "my Father" was He speaking of Joseph? _____  Remember, 

Joseph was not Jesus’ biological father (see Luke 1:31,34-36; Matthew 1:18-25), even though he "fathered" 

Him (that is, Joseph raised Him, taught Him, provided for Him, etc.).   There are about 40 places in the Gospel 

of John where Jesus said, "Father" (for example, John 5:17; 8:28) and in not one of these places was the Lord 

talking about Joseph! Jesus had a Heavenly Father! 

Mary and Joseph should have known where Jesus was! He was not lost. He was in the right place, doing the 

right thing! 

Where do your parents find you? When they find you, what do they find you doing? Do they find you in the 

right place doing the right thing? Do your parents find you concerned about the things of the heavenly Father? 

Do they ever find you reading your Bible? Do they ever find you praying? Do they ever find you helping 

someone in need? Do they ever find you talking to a friend about the Lord? If they were to find you at school, 

would they find you in the right place doing the right thing? Whose business will they find you concerned 

about?  Your own business?  Your friends’ business?  Worldly business? God’s business? 

The boy Jesus proved that it is possible for every boy and girl to be in the right place doing the right thing.  May 

God make this true for you! 

Suppose we were to make up a story about the childhood of Jesus.  What would our story be like?  Would we 

have Jesus perform many miracles when He was just a boy?   Would we make him like a "super-hero" with all 

kinds of superhuman powers?  
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A long time ago people who did not even know Jesus made up stories about His childhood.  Here is one 

example. It is from a false gospel, called "The Gospel of Thomas": 

When this boy Jesus was five years old he was playing at the ford of a brook, and he gathered together into 

pools the water that flowed by, and made it at once clean...He made soft clay and fashioned from it twelve 

sparrows...And there were also many other children playing with him. Now when a certain Jew saw what Jesus 

was doing in his play on the Sabbath, he at once went and told his father Joseph:  "See, your child is at the 

brook, and he has taken clay and fashioned twelve birds and has profaned the Sabbath."   And when Joseph 

came to the place and saw (it), he cried out to him, saying:  "Why do you do on the Sabbath what ought not to 

be done?"  But Jesus clapped his hands and cried to the sparrows:  "Off with you!" And the sparrows took flight 

and went away chirping.  The Jews were amazed when they saw this. 

But the son of Annas the scribe was standing there with Joseph; and he took a branch of a willow and (with it) 

dispersed the water which Jesus had gathered together. When Jesus saw what he had done he was enraged and 

said to him:  "You insolent, godless dunderhead, what harm did the pools and the water do to you?  See, now 

you also shall wither like a tree and shall bear neither leaves nor root nor fruit."  And immediately that lad 

withered up completely; and Jesus departed and went into Joseph's house.  But the parents of him that was 

withered took him away, bewailing his youth, and brought him to Joseph and reproached him:  "What a child 

you have, who does such things." 

After this again he went through the village, and a lad ran and knocked against his shoulder. Jesus was 

exasperated and said to him:  "You shall not go further on your way," and the child immediately fell down and 

died. But some, who saw what took place, said:  "From where does this child spring, since his every word is an 

accomplished deed?"  And the parents of the dead child came to Joseph and blamed him and said: "Since you 

have such a child,  you cannot dwell with us in the village; or else teach him to bless and not to curse.  For he is 

slaying our children."  [From Edgar Hennecke, New Testament Apocrypha, Volume I, Editor, W. 

Schneemelcher; Philadelphia, Westminster Press, 1963] 

Consider the following: 

1. This is not the inspired Word of God; it is a made up story by people who had no idea what Jesus was really 

like. 

2. The Bible does not give us any examples of Jesus performing miracles when he was a boy.  Instead it tells us 

that His first miracle took place at a wedding in Cana when Jesus was about 30 years old (John 2:11). 

3. The miracles of Jesus always were done for a purpose (to do good to someone, to communicate a message, 

etc.).  Making clay birds become alive and fly away is certainly dazzling, but what good purpose does it 

accomplish? 

4.  Apparently Jesus had dammed up the water, but a friend came along and broke the dam with the branch of a 

tree. Jesus became so angry that he verbally attacked the boy, called him bad names and then caused him to 

wither up completely (killed him?).  What lesson is there in this for boys and girls?   Do we want them to seek 

revenge anytime a playmate messes with their toys?  If a child builds a sandcastle and another child steps on it, 

should the first child try to kill the one who played such a prank?  Is this the lesson a child should learn from 

what Jesus did in this story?   Is this teaching love and forgiveness and forbearance? 
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5. Later a friend (accidentally?) bumps into Jesus (knocks against his shoulder), and Jesus immediately causes 

him to drop dead!  What kind of lesson should boys and girls learn from this?   

6.  Any thinking person should recognize that these stories are absurd and blasphemous, and have nothing to do 

with what Jesus was really like as a boy.  It is also a reminder to us that if the Gospels were written by men, the 

stories would be much different from what we have in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  How thankful we 

should be that God's Word is completely free from human error! 
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Chapter 3 

Under Attack 

  

How old was Jesus when He started His public ministry (Luke 3:23)? About _____________ years old. In Chapter 1 

we saw that the devil attacked Jesus (by using King Herod) as soon as He was born. When Jesus was older and 

had begun His public ministry, do you think Satan will continued to wage war against Jesus? What happened to 

Jesus right after He was baptized by John the Baptist (Mark 1:9-13)? 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Today, Jesus is no longer on the earth and Satan cannot attack Him any longer.  Today the devil seeks to attack 

those who have Christ living in them (Galatians 2:20; Colossians 1:27).  Unsaved people are called "children of 

the _____________ (1 John 3:10). Does Satan attack unsaved people? ______ Why or why not (compare 

Matthew 12:25-26)?  [Usually you do not attack someone who is on your same team!] 

Does Satan want his children (unsaved people) to be saved and become children of God (Luke 8:12)? ______ 

As we read Matthew 4:1-11 we find Christ and Satan in the arena (a place where a contest takes place and 

where there is a winner and a loser after the contest is over). According to Matthew 4:11, who went away 

defeated? _______________________  Who won the contest? _____________________________ 

How did Jesus defeat Satan? How can I defeat Satan and come out as a winner and not as a loser? Is the devil 

stronger and more powerful than I am?  _____   Is the devil smarter than I am? _______ (Compare Ezekiel 

28:12 – "full of W__________________________ " which describes Satan before he fell into sin.)   If I were to face the 

devil by myself, who would win? _____________________________  Is Satan stronger, smarter and greater than God (1 

John 4:4)? _____  If God were to face the devil by Himself, who would win? _________  The believer needs to 

remember that the living God lives in him, and Satan is no match for the power and presence of God in the 

believing heart. 

A little girl was once asked, "If Satan were to come to your house and knock at your door, what would you 

do?"  She answered, "I would not open the door myself.  When Satan knocks at my door, I will send the Lord 

Jesus to the door, and when the devil sees Him, he will run away!  He is my Saviour and the One who protects 

me."  She understood that she was no match for the devil, but she knew that her Saviour would not have a 

problem with the devil. 

How did Jesus defeat Satan? Did He use His supernatural powers as the Son of God? Did He grab the devil, and 

with one mighty fling hurl him beyond the moon? _________  If Christ had used His power as God to defeat the 

devil, then this would be very bad news to every believer who also must resist Satan’s attacks: 

It’s great that Jesus won the victory over Satan, but it’s too bad that there is no hope for me. After all, 

I’m not God, and I don’t have any supernatural powers, so how could I ever defeat the devil? Certainly, 

I’m no match for Satan! 

This is not what the Bible teaches. The Lord Jesus did not use His supernatural and divine powers to defeat the 

devil. Rather, He faced Satan as a man (compare what Jesus said in Matthew 4:4, "man shall not live...), and 

this is good news to every believer! We can win the victory in the same way that Jesus won the victory! We 

can battle Satan just as Christ did! We can do exactly what He did! Yes, the temptation of Christ proved that 

man, walking in the Spirit (depending fully upon God for strength and victory), using and relying upon the 

Word of God, is more than a match for Satan! 
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In James 4:7 God tells the believer to "_________________ the devil." 

The word "resist" means to "stand against." God never tells us to be afraid of the devil. Who is the One we 

should fear (Matthew 10:28; 1 Peter 2:17)? _______ God never tells us to run away from the devil. God wants 

us to stand against the devil and he will run away from us. James 4:7 says, "resist the ________________ and 

he will _________ (run away) from you." Did the devil run away from Christ (Matthew 4:11)? ______ 

Read Ephesians 6:11,13,14. Do you find the word "stand" in these verses? Does God want us to run from our 

enemy Satan? ____ 

How did the Lord Jesus stand against the devil? 

Matthew 4:1-11
The obedient Lord Jesus was under 
the Holy Spirit's control (Luke 4:1) 
and was standing firmly on God's 
Word.

God

“It is written”
Matthew 4:,7,10

Devil

“leaveth Him” 

Matthew 4:11
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The Believer's Responsibility 

 

1) STAND under God
(trusting Him, obeying Him, 
looking to Him to help us 
overcome Satan, "sending Him to 
the door" as the child did)

2) STAND upon God’s Word 
(believe what God says and do 
what God says)

THE RESULT:

Satan

The Devil flees — James 4:7

WARNING:
1) DON’T MOVE OUT FROM UNDER 
GOD!

2) DON’T MOVE OUT FROM UPON 
GOD’S WORD. IF YOU DO, SATAN 
WILL GET YOU!!!

God

The Word of God

The Believer

Resisting the devil involves two things:

 

 

How did Eve fail to stand against the devil? 

See Genesis 3:1-6 (and compare 1 Tim. 2:14; 2 Cor. 11:3). 

Eve failed to stand! She moved
away from that good and safe
position (and she was no match
for Satan!).

God

“Thou shalt not 
eat”, Gen 2:17

Moving out from 
under God

Moving out from 
upon God’s Word

Devil
The devil attacks

"Hath God Said?"Gen:3:1
("Come on, don't stand upon
What God says!")
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How did Peter fail to stand against the Devil?  

Let's look at two examples: 

1) Matthew 16:21-23 

"LORD, THIS SHALL 
NOT BE” (Matthew 

16:22)

DevilPeter
Attacks

God

“I must be killed and rise 
again” (Matthew 16:21)

(See Matthew 16:23)

 

2) Luke 22:31-32,39-46,54-62 

DevilPeter
Attacks

God

“Watch (stay awake) 
and pray”, Luke 23:31

(See Luke 22:31
"Sifted by Satan")

FIRST HE SLEPT,
LATER HE DENIED!
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Satan tries to tempt us in the daily things of life. God has made it possible for us to defeat him. What happens 

when a child of God (a believer) forgets God? What happens when a person forgets that God is above and over 

the believer and He is the One who is in charge (He is Lord)? What happens when the believer does not believe 

what God says? What happens when a child of God does not rest down upon God’s Word as he should?  God's 

Word is meant to support the believer and hold him up, giving the believer solid ground to stand upon and to 

firmly plant his feet. 

Apply what you have learned in this chapter to these situations which you may face: 

1) "I’m too tired to go to prayer meeting tonight!" 

2) "I read the Bible in Sunday School and I read it with my family each evening, so I really don’t need to have 

devotions or read the Bible on my own." 

3) "Since I’m going to heaven and God has promised me eternal life, it doesn’t matter how I live." 

4) "I know God wants me to keep my mind on the right things, but I want to watch this television program 

anyway, and this is the one night my parents are not home to turn it off." 

5) "I’m not doing very well on this spelling test, so to get a good grade I will need to look at Susan’s paper and 

see how she spelled some of these words." 

6) "When the teacher is in the room I am going to be a model student and do everything right, but when she 

leaves, I’m going to really have a good time with my friends." 

7) "Come on, Dad, drive faster. Won’t God keep us safe even if we go above the speed limit?" 

8) "It’s too hard to listen to all of the Sunday morning message. I’m going to daydream instead and think about 

other things." 

9) Some of the early Christians had to decide whether to confess Christ as their Saviour and Lord and be killed 

or to acknowledge Caesar as Lord and live. Do you think Satan tried to tempt them to deny the Lord?  Can God 

be trusted even in a life and death situation? 

10) How does 1 Corinthians 10:13 fit in with what you have learned in this chapter? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
Page 15 

 
  

CHAPTER 4 

Who Is Jesus Christ? 

Who is Jesus? 

What Do Men Say? 

(Matthew 16:13-14) 

Men have had many different ideas about who Jesus really is. In the days when Jesus walked this earth, who did 

people say that He was (Matthew 16:13-14)?   
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Note: Some of them thought He was one of the prophets who had come back from the dead.)  

Jesus’ enemies said some terrible things about Him.  In John 10:20 they considered that He was a madman who 

was possessed by a _____________________ (John 10:20; "devil" means "demon").  At another time they accused Him 

of performing His miracles by the power of Satan (Matthew 12:22-26; Mark 3:22). They even called Him a 

S_____________________ (John 8:48), which was one of the most insulting things a person could be called 

because the Jews hated the Samaritans. 

Today people also have many ideas about who Jesus really was. Some say that He was a great teacher. Others 

recognize Him as a great religious leader and the One who founded Christianity. Others believe He was a 

famous prophet. Others think He was the greatest man who ever lived.  Most people today know very little 

about Jesus Christ, even though they often use His Name when they are angry or when they curse (see Exodus 

20:7). 

If you were to ask your friends to share with you their ideas of who Jesus was, what do you think they would 

say? What would your school teachers and other adults say? 

Some have said that Jesus was a "Superstar," but we must remember that many people are called superstars. 

Can you think of any athletes who are considered "superstars
"
?  Any actors?  Any musicians?   Are there things 

that are true about Jesus Christ that are not true of any other person?  [There are many stars in the sky, but there 

is only one Sun!  The glory and brilliance of the sun is so great that all of the stars disappear when the sun is in 

the sky.  Jesus Christ is the "Sun of righteousness" (Malachi 4:2).] 

It is very important to understand who Jesus really is! If I really believe Jesus Christ is Almighty God, then I 

will "bow down before Him, love and adore Him." If I really believe He is Lord, then I will serve and obey Him 

(compare Luke 6:46). 

If a person believes Jesus is a liar, will he trust Him and will he believe the things He said? If a person believes 

Jesus is a madman, will he come to Him and trust Him to be his personal Saviour? If someone makes Jesus his 

(or her) "Superstar," then soon another human superstar will come along for him (or her) to idolize. If someone 

thinks He was only a good Teacher, then he will consider what He says, but he will also read and believe what 

other good teachers say. If a person believes Christ was only a prophet, then he will be looking for other 

prophets to show him the way to God. If someone believes Jesus was just a man who died about 2000 years 

ago, then, in that person's mind, He is still dead with no power to change lives today. 
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If He Was . . . Then I Should . . . 

The Mighty God and 
The Lord of All 

Worship Him, Love Him, Honor Him, Fear Him, 
Obey Him, Serve Him 

Only a good teacher 
Listen to Him, but listen to other good teachers 
also 

Only a prophet 
Look for other prophets 
and see what messages they bring 

Only a superstar 
Idolize Him until some other 
superstar comes along 

Only a man who once died 

Realize that a dead man 
is powerless to help me 
today 

A liar  
Not believe what He says 
because only a fool would 
trust the words of a deceiver 

A lunatic 
Not follow Him, because  only a fool would follow 
a madman 

 

Who is Jesus? 

What Did Jesus Say? 

(Mark 14:61-62) 

Jesus in many ways seemed to be like any other man of His day. His physical appearance was not unusual, and 

He certainly resembled other Jewish men who then lived in Palestine. He did not have a glowing light or a halo 

around His head (as some paintings seem to show), nor did He have long, flowing hair which made Him look 

different from His disciples and the other men of His day. In age, He appeared to be about thirty years old 

(compare Luke 3:23 and John 8:57). The Jews did not think of Jesus as someone who had come down from 

heaven, but rather they thought of Him merely as one who had come from the family of Joseph (John 6:41-42; 

compare Matthew 13:55-56).  And yet this Man made the most amazing and the most astonishing claims 

that a man has ever made! Consider the following: 

1)  Jesus Claimed to be Over 2000 Years Old. 

In John 8:56 Jesus said, "Abraham saw My day and was glad." According to John 8:57, the Jews knew that 

Jesus was not more than  ____________ years old. Then they asked Jesus, "Have you seen Abraham?" (verse 57)  

Abraham lived about 2000 B.C. (about 2000 years before the time when Jesus walked on the earth). How did 

Jesus answer their question (John 8:58)?  _______________________________________________________ 
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What would you do if someone came up to you and said, "I want to tell you something.  I want you to know that 

I am more than 2000 years old."   What would you think of such a statement? 

a. This person must be joking.                   

b. This person must be crazy.  

c. This person must be deluded.  

Jesus was not joking and He was not crazy! As a man, Jesus was about 30 years old, but as God, He was the 

eternal Word (see John 1:1-2)! John the Baptist was born six months before Jesus was born, but John 

understood that Jesus came before him (see John 1:30).  As a man, Jesus was younger than John the Baptist, but 

as God He was older (He was from everlasting--see Micah 5:2 and Psalm 90:2). 

Jesus existed even before there was a world (see John 17:5,24)! The eternal God stepped out of eternity and 

became a man (John 1:14) so that He could die on the cross for us (1 Timothy 1:15)! 

  

2) Jesus Claimed to Do What Only God Can Do. 

What did Jesus say to the paralytic man that so astonished the Jews (Mark 2:5)? 

___________________________________________  Who is the only Person who can forgive sins (Mark 2:7)? 

______ The only person who can really forgive us is the person we have offended and sinned against. If I punch 

you in the nose, I must go to you for forgiveness because you are the one who has been offended and hurt. 

When we sin, who is the Person we always offend and hurt (Psalm 51:4)? ________ Who then is the only 

Person who can forgive us? __________  Would it be wrong for someone who is only a man (a mere man) to 

claim to be able to forgive sins? ________    If Christ could really forgive sins, then who must He be? ________ 

Sometimes we call something a "sickness" when God calls it a sin.  For example, the Bible says that it is a sin 

to get drunk (Ephesians 5:18; 1 Cor. 6:10; etc.). If we tell a drunk person that drunkenness is a sickness and not 

a sin, then we are not giving him any real hope or help. There is no pill that he can take to make him stop 

drinking! There is no doctor that can truly help him and solve his root problem.  There is no operation that will 

cure him of his problem. But if we tell this man that his basic problem is sin, then this is the best news that he 

could ever hear! There is a real Saviour who can really save us from our sins (Matthew 1:21; 1 Tim. 1:15).  Are 

there other things that God calls sin but people just call sickness? 

Who is the only One who has the right to judge men and to send some men to hell to be punished forever 

(compare James 4:12)? __________   Did Jesus say that He had the right to do judge men (John 5:22,27; 

Matthew 25:31-46)? __________   If Jesus were a mere man, would it be wrong for Him to pretend that He was 

the final judge of all men? __________     If Jesus is really the Judge of all the earth, then who must He be? 

__________ 

  

3) Jesus Claimed to be the Messiah (the Christ), God's Anointed King. 

What is another term that is often used in the New Testament that means the very same thing as "Messiah" 

(John 1:41)? ___________________  
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The Jews who knew their Old Testament Scriptures would have understood that the promised Messiah was 

none other than: 

 (please MATCH) 

1. _____ The King whose Name is 
the MIGHTY GOD.  

A. Isaiah 9:6-7 

2. ______ The King or Ruler who is the 
ETERNAL, EVERLASTING GOD. 

B. Daniel 7:13-14 

3. ______ The King whose dominion  
or reign will not end but be 
FOREVER AND EVER. 

C. Micah 5:2 

Thus, when a man claimed to be the Messiah or the Christ, it was like saying, "I want you all to know that I am 

God’s promised King, the One who is the eternal and mighty God, who shall reign forever and ever." What 

would you think if the President of the United States said something like that? 

Did Jesus claim to be the Messiah, the Christ (John 4:25-26)? ______  Do you believe that He really is? 

  

4) Jesus Claimed to be the Son of God. 

Did Jesus ever say, "I am the Son of God!" (see John 10:36 and John 9:35-38)? _________  Did Peter answer 

correctly in Matthew 16:16? __________   How did Peter know who Christ was? (See Matthew 16:17 and circle the 

correct answer.) 

a.   He was a very intelligent 
man. 

b. He figured it out on his own. 

c.   The disciple John told him. d. The Heavenly Father opened 
his eyes and revealed it to 
him. 

When the High Priest asked, "Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One (God)?" what answer did Jesus 

give (Mark 14:61-62)? ___________________________________ 

Some people might say, "It’s true that Jesus claimed to be God’s Son, but He never claimed to be God. He was 

not God; He was only the Son of God." But what did the expression "Son of God" really mean back in the days 

when Christ lived on earth?   How did the Jews understand the expression "Son of God"?  What did it mean to 

them? 

If a man said that God was His Father (thus claiming to be the Son of God), he would be making himself  

E___________    W_______    G________ (John 5:18). Thus, in the days when Christ walked on earth, the 

expression "Son of God" had this meaning: 
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SON OF GOD = GOD 

Suppose there was a man named John Smith and his father was Henry Smith. Is it true that John Smith is the 

"son of Smith"? Is it true that John Smith is a Smith too? John Smith is a son of Smith and he is also a Smith 

himself! Jesus Christ is the Son of God and He is also God.  He is the Son of God and He is also God the Son. 

Not only was He with God but He is God (John 1:1)!  He possesses the divine nature.  He is the Son of God, 

and He is also One with God (John 10:30)!  Did Jesus really claim to be God (John 10:33)? ________  Did this 

claim of Jesus make the Jews angry (John 10:30-33)? _________ 

 

Who is Jesus? 

What Do You Say? 

(Matthew 16:15) 

In Matthew 16:15 the Lord Jesus asked His disciples the most important question of all: "But who say _______ 

that I am?" Who do you think Christ is? 

Your eternal destiny (where you will be forever and where you will belong forever) depends on how you 

answer that question! Jesus said in John 8:24, "...if ye believe not that ____     _______    _______, ye shall die 

in your sins." You MUST believe that Jesus is everything He said He is! 

Actually there are only three honest answers (and only one true answer) that can be given. Either Jesus was a 

LIAR, a LUNATIC (a deluded, crazy man) or He is LORD. 

Consider the following: 

Jesus Claims To Be God 

(Two Alternatives) 

 

His claims were FALSE. 

 

(Two Alternatives)  

                           

His claims were TRUE. 

 
He is LORD 

 

He KNEW His  
claims were FALSE. 

He DID NOT 
KNOW 
His claims 

(Two Alternatives) 

        You can                    You can 
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He made a  
DELIBERATE 

MISREPRESENTATION. 

 

He was a LIAR 

 

He was a HYPOCRITE  
(because He taught 
 others not to lie). 

 

He was EVIL 
(because He told others 

to trust Him for their 
eternal destiny, when He 
knew He could not back 

up His claims). 

 

He was a FOOL 
(because He was 

crucified for making 
claims He knew were 

false). 

were FALSE.  

 

He was 
SINCERELY 
DELUDED. 

 

He was a 
LUNATIC 

         Accept         or          Reject. 

John 3:18,36 

 

LIAR, LUNATIC or LORD? Which is your conclusion? Who do you say that Jesus Christ is? If you say He is 

LORD, is He your Lord? Have you received Him as your personal Saviour? Have you discovered that He is 

exactly who He claimed to be? Have you bowed your heart before the mighty Son of God?  What is your 

conclusion? 

 "I BELIEVE JESUS IS _______________________________________________________________" 

  

Is He your Lord?   Is He your Saviour? If not, why not? 
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CHAPTER 5 

The Miracles of Our Lord 

(Can He?  Yes He Can!) 

If you had been living during the days when Jesus walked on this earth (especially the three years before His 

death), what are some of the amazing things you might have seen Jesus do (Matthew 11:4-5)? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

A miracle is a wonderful happening that is beyond the known laws of nature. For example, if you were to throw 

a piece of iron into a river, what would happen? Would it float or sink? _________ The law of gravity says that 

objects made of iron will sink! Read 2 Kings 6:1-7. Was this a miracle?  _______  Why?  _________________ 

Why is God able to perform miracles (Genesis 18:14; Matthew 19:26)? ________________________________ 

What did we learn about Jesus Christ in the last chapter? Was He only a man or was He more than a man? 

________________________________________ Was Jesus able to do mighty and miraculous things? _______ 

What is one powerful thing that Jesus did long, long ago (John 1:3; Colossians 1:16)? _____________________ 

Why did Jesus perform mighty miracles? Was it only to heal the sick and give sight to the blind? Jesus loved 

these people and was concerned about their physical problems, but were there other reasons why Jesus 

performed miracles? 

In Mark 2:10-11, Jesus told the people why He healed a paralytic (paralyzed) man. Circle the correct answer: 

a. Jesus healed this man so that the people would know how kind and loving He was. 

 

b. Jesus healed this man so that the people would know that He was able to forgive sins. 

 

c. Jesus healed this man because he felt sorry for him and didn’t want him to suffer any longer. 

How did this healing miracle prove that Jesus could forgive sins? In Mark 2:5 Jesus told the sick man that his 

S_______ were forgiven. Who is the only Person who can forgive sins (Mark 2:7?_______  Did the Jewish 

scribes believe that Jesus was able to forgive sins (Mark 2:5-8)? __________________ 

Can you look into a person’s heart and see if his sins are forgiven? _______ Is the forgiveness of sins something 

that takes place on the outside or the inside of a person? _____________________ The unbelieving Jews could 

have said, "Jesus, we don’t believe You! You did not really forgive this man’s sins; only God can do that!" 

Jesus then did an amazing miracle. What did He do (Mark 2:11-12)? 

______________________________________________________________________________ Was this 

something they could all see (Mark 2:12)? _____________ Suppose the Jews had said, "Jesus, we don’t believe 

You. You did not really heal this man!"   Would this be a foolish thing to say?  ________ 

Why? ________________________________________________ 
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If Jesus could perform this great healing miracle, then this proves that He can also perform an even greater 

miracle, the miracle of forgiveness (Mark 2:10).  The same God who can take care of the sickness is the same 

God who can take care of sin! 

What about you? How can you prove to others that your sins have been forgiven? 

   

HOW CAN 
OTHERS 
KNOW? 

  

 

HOW 
CAN  I 
SHOW 
THEM? 

How can you show your friends that God has saved you and forgiven all your sins? They can see if you are 

clean on the outside (if you have had a bath and washed behind the ears, etc.), but can they see how clean you 

are on the inside? How can you prove to them that your sins are forgiven and you really belong to God. See 

John 3:8. Can you see the wind? How do you know the wind is there? If the wind is really blowing it does 

something and you see its effects!  You can see a kite flying in the air.  You can see a sailboat move across the 

water.   You can see leaves being blown everywhere.   

If you are really forgiven, should your life show it? How? 

The miracles that Jesus performed prove that He is also able to do much greater miracles in the hearts of men 

and women, boys and girls! Here are some examples: 

  

1) What miracle did Jesus do in John 9:1, 6-7?  ________________________________________________ 

Is there another kind of blindness that is even worse than the kind that this man had (2 Corinthians 4:3-4)? 

_________ God is able "to ______________ their______________ " (Acts 26:18) and give them spiritual sight! 

We sing the hymn, "I....was blind but now I see" (Amazing Grace). Was this true about you? Have you received 

your sight? Which is more important, physical sight or spiritual sight? Would you rather be a blind man who is 

saved or a person with perfect 20/20 vision who is headed for hell? 

2) What miracle did Jesus do in John 11:14,43-44?  ____________________________________________ 
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Is there another kind of death that is even worse than what Lazarus experienced (Ephesians 2:1)? __________  

Is God able to give life to those who are spiritually dead (John 5:24; 6:47; 1 John 5:12)? __________ Have you 

passed from death unto life? 

3) What miracle did Jesus do in Mark 1:23-27?  ________________________________________________ 

It seems terrible to be possessed by an evil demon.  All those who are unsaved have a relationship with the 

devil, even if they are not demon possessed.  The Bible teaches that every unsaved person is a child of the 

______________ (1 John 3:10). What is God able to do with those who are under the power and authority of 

Satan (Acts 26:18 and Colossians 1:13)? ________________________________________________________ 

Has God delivered you from Satan’s clutches?___________________ 

4) What miracle did Jesus do in Mark 1:40-42?  ________________________________________________ 

Leprosy was a terrible disease which would eat away at and destroy the body. Is there something even more 

terrible than leprosy that destroys men from the inside, something from which men need to be cleansed (James 

1:15)? __________________ Is God able to cleanse men from this number one killer (1 John 1:7,9; 2:12)? 

___________ Has God cured you of this terrible disease of the heart (Jeremiah 17:9)? ________ 

Remember, every sick, diseased, crippled and leprous person Jesus ever healed finally died anyway, every one 

of them! And think of poor Lazarus (John chapter 11). Jesus raised him from the dead, but later he died again 

too. Would you like to die twice? 

Man’s greatest problem is not his vision or his physical health. Though we all would like to be in good physical 

health, this is not the most important thing. The most important thing is to have a living and real and wonderful 

relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. This is called the miracle of salvation! 

Has this greatest miracle taken place in your life? If so, why not tell others about the Saviour so that they might 

trust Him and experience this miracle also. 

We’re just NOBODIES (John 3:30; Galatians 2:20; 6:3; Romans 12:3)  

telling EVERYBODY  

about SOMEBODY  

who can powerfully and miraculously save ANYBODY! 
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CHAPTER 6 

The Terrible Rejection of Jesus Christ 

The Rejection of the Saviour  

Suppose the pollution level in the air we breathe and in the water we drink were suddenly to become twenty 

times what it is today. Furthermore, suppose that as a result of these increased rates of pollution, death becomes 

inevitable for every person. For some with poor health and low resistance (such as elderly people), death would 

take place in a few days. For other stronger individuals, death might not strike for two or three weeks. But the 

result of this pollution for everyone would be death. At the end of one month’s duration, there would not be one 

survivor. 

Suppose also that this is a completely hopeless situation. Humanly speaking, there is no way to correct this 

pollution problem. All of the world’s scientists totally fail to come up with any solution, and time is quickly 

running out. There is no hope, no help, no remedy. Mankind is doomed! 

But before mankind perishes, from many millions of light years away, a kind creature on another planet sees our 

plight (our difficult problem) and has compassion upon these doomed earthlings. Quickly he enters his 

spaceship and zooms to planet earth, and with his advanced technology and scientific know-how he offers a 

substance called "pure-fission" which when applied to the atmosphere or to the water produces a mild nuclear 

reaction which brings immediate purification! 

How do you suppose our visitor from outer space would be greeted by us earthlings? Would we rejoice at his 

coming? Would we cheer his arrival? Would he be given the greatest welcome possible? Would he be received 

with open arms and grateful hearts and hope-filled eyes? 

Did you know that a very similar situation has actually happened? Earthlings were facing a terrible pollution 

problem. It was an inner pollution problem known as pollution of the heart (Jeremiah 17:9; Mark 7:21-23). This 

terrible pollution always brought about sure death, because the pollution of sin when it is finished brings forth 

______________ (James 1:15; compare Romans 1:32; 6:23 and Ezekiel 18:4). Moreover, the situation was absolutely 

hopeless (Eph. 2:12; 1 Thess. 4:13). There was nothing man could do to make his heart clean. 

But then, from out of the heavens came a Visitor, a Saviour who had a remedy or cure for man’s pollution 

problem (John 3:13-17). How was He welcomed and received by those He came to save? Was He received and 

welcomed with open arms when He came to rescue and save lost people (John 1:11)? _________  The Bible says,  

"And this is the condemnation, that  ______________________  is come into the world, and men loved 

________________________  rather than ___________________  because their deeds were evil" (John 3:19). How tragic! Men 

chose to continue on in their pollution! They did not want to be made clean! They decided to continue walking 

on the road that leads to destruction (Matthew 7:13). What did they do with the Visitor from outer space? Read 

Matthew 27:31? ___________________________________________________________________ 

When the Saviour came to this earth from heaven, the majority (most of the people) rejected Him and 

R___________________ Him N_______ (John 1:11). A minority (a small number, a "few" – Matthew 7:14) 

did receive and welcome Christ the Saviour. What promise does God give to every man, woman, boy or girl 

who receives His Son (John 1:12)? _____________________________________________________________ 
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Rejection of the King 

If the King or President of another nation were to come and visit our country, he would, under normal 

circumstances, be given royal treatment. Our government would care for him in every way. He would be 

provided with the finest sleeping quarters. He would be served the most delicious food. He would be presented 

with the best entertainment. In short, he would be treated like a King! 

When the King of the Universe came to visit this earth, how was He treated? Was He provided with the finest 

sleeping quarters (see Luke 2:7)? ________ Was He given a beautiful palace to live in (see Luke.9:58)?  

_______  Was He given royal treatment and treated like a King (see Matthew 20:18-19; 27:26-31)?  _______ 

What kind of love and respect did they show for their KING (John 19:15)? ____________________________ 

  

The Rejection of the Prophet 

Though most of the Jewish people (the majority) rejected Christ, we would expect Him to be well received by 

the people from His own home town of Nazareth.  After all, this was the place where He grew up (Luke 2:51-

52). Think for example of a presidential election. A presidential candidate is usually able to at least win in his 

own home state! He may lose all of the other states, but usually the people from his own state vote for him! 

How popular was Jesus among the hometown crowd?  Did the people of Nazareth consider Jesus their hero? 

Did they think He was the greatest prophet that ever lived? 

Read Luke 4:16-30. Did these people love to hear Christ preaching God’s Word to them? ________ What did 

they want to do to Him (verse 29)? ____________________________________________________________ 

  

The Rejection of the Bread of Life 

When the Lord performed the miracle of feeding a huge crowd of people about how many people were present 

if you do not count the women and children (Matthew 14:21)? _____________________________ 

The people thought that Christ would make the perfect King (see John 6:15)?  Why did they seek Christ (John 

6:24,26)? _____________________________________________________________  Did they want Jesus to give them food for their 

stomachs or food for their souls? ______________________________________ 

When Jesus began giving the people food for their souls (teaching them God’s Word), what began to happen to 

all those people who were seeking to make Him their King (see John 6:41,52,60,66)? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Though the Lord started with thousands of people, how many did He end up with (John 6:67)? 

______________________ Soon He would lose one more (John 6:70-71)! 

What was the one thing that attracted Peter and the other ten disciples, not counting Judas (John 6:68)?  

_________________________________ Did they want Jesus to feed their souls? ____________ 
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The Rejection of God’s Stone 

Read Matthew 21:42. In Acts 4:11 Peter told the Jews that the Lord Jesus Christ was the stone which they 

rejected ("whom ye crucified"--verse 10). What a marvelous and wonderful thing God had done! He took that 

rejected Stone, and by resurrection He made this Stone the Head of the corner (Acts 4:10-11)! The cornerstone 

is the most important stone in the whole building!  The key question is this: What will you do with this Stone? 

 Here is your choice: 

 

 

Either you are on the Rock by faith or the Rock is about to fall on you by way of impending judgment! Where 

are you in relationship to this Rock? You can trip and fall on this Stone and be broken (see Matthew 21:44; 1 

Cor. 1:23; 1 Pet. 2:8; Isa. 8:14-15) or you can let it fall on you so that you are pulverized or crushed (Matthew 

21:44) or you can plant your feet on its firm foundation and let it support you and hold you up (1 Peter 2:6)! 

Don’t reject God’s Rock! Rely and rest upon It!   "On Christ the solid Rock I stand! All other ground is 

sinking sand!" – Edward Mote. 

  

The Rejection of the Good Shepherd 

When the Lord Jesus claimed to be the Good Shepherd (John 10:1-18), how did the Jews respond?  There was 

"a division" (John 10:19) among the people.   What did the majority ("many") say (John 10:20)? 

____________________________________________________________________ 

What did the minority ("others") say (John 10:21)? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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What did the Good Shepherd promise to do for His sheep (John 10:11,15,17,18)? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Read John 12:32 where the Lord Jesus Christ spoke of His death on the cross. When He is lifted up on 

Calvary’s Cross, He will  ____________     _______     _________   unto Himself! Certainly this does not mean 

that all men will be saved. What does it mean? 

When the Lord Jesus died, there were two other crosses, one on His right hand and the other on His left (Mark 

15:27). The Lord Jesus draws all men to the center cross where they must choose to receive or reject the 

Crucified One. There are only two choices that a person can make, as symbolized by the other two crosses: 

 

As you think about this question, it would be helpful to carefully read Luke 23:39-43. Also you should realize 

that there was a time when both of the criminals (robbers) rejected the crucified Christ (see. Matthew 27:42-

44).  Thankfully, one of them repented and changed his mind! Instead of being a Christ-rejecter, he became a 

Christ-receiver! What about you? What will you do with the One who died on the center cross for you?  
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CHAPTER 7 

What Did They See at the Top of the Mountain? 

(The Transfiguration) 

  

Some Disturbing News 

In Matthew chapter 16, the disciples were told for the first time that Jesus the Christ must die! Can you find the 

verse in this chapter where Jesus told them this alarming news? Verse _______  

How did Peter respond to what Jesus said about His coming death? (Circle the correct answer.)  

a. He said, "Lord, it will come to pass just like You said it would." 

   

b. He said, "Lord, even though I don’t understand what you mean by this, I believe it with all my 

heart because You said it, and I know that whatever You say must come to pass." 

   

c. He said, "Lord, this shall not be."   He was implying that the Lord did not know what He was 

talking about. 

   

d. He said, "Yes Lord. I know that the Messiah must die because even Isaiah the prophet said this 

would happen in Isaiah chapter 53."  

Did Peter really believe that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God, the great King who would someday rule and 

reign over all the earth (see Matthew 16:16)? __________ He and the other disciples were convinced that Jesus 

was the great King that all the prophets spoke of and the One who would deliver the Jewish people from their 

enemies and bring peace to the entire world (see Isaiah 9:6-7). But they did not understand that before Christ 

could come as King, He must first come as Saviour. In order to be man’s Saviour, He must Die! 

Other Jews had the same problem the disciples had. In John 12:32-33, the Lord told the people that He would be 

lifted up to die. These Jews knew that Christ the King (the Messiah) must live and reign forever and ever (read 

John 12:34; compare Daniel 7:14,27). They thus faced what seemed to be an impossible problem: 

How can a dead Messiah reign forever and ever? 

 

 

Abraham Lincoln was shot in 1865 and John Kennedy was shot to death in 1963. Do you think these two men 

will ever rule as President again?  How can a dead President rule? It seems totally impossible! 

Read Matthew 16:21 again. If Jesus had said, "I must rule and reign forever and ever!"  Peter would have 

cheered!   If Jesus had said, "I must conquer the Roman armies and set up My kingdom over the entire earth!"  

Peter would have jumped for joy! But when Jesus told the disciples that He must die, what did Peter say 

(Matthew 16:22)? ___________________________________________________________ 

Peter was greatly disturbed at the thought of Christ’s death. He probably thought to himself, "If the King dies, 

then what is going to happen to the Kingdom?  How can a dead King rule over this earth? 
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Let’s try to answer this question for ourselves. How can a dead Christ be King over this entire 

earth? What is the answer to this question?  (Notice the last seven words in Matthew 16:21.) 

__________________________________________________________________ 

  

The Mysterious Prediction 

In Matthew 16:27-28 the Lord Jesus made a mysterious prediction which the disciples did not fully understand. 

In these verses, what great event did Jesus announce? (Circle the correct answer.) 

a. Jesus would be born in Bethlehem. 

b. Jesus would die on the cross. 

c. Jesus would come out of the tomb. 

d. Jesus would come again as King. 

When Jesus came the first time, He did not set up His kingdom; instead He went to the cross to die for sinful 

men. This means that Jesus must come to earth a second time so that He can reign and rule as King.  Jesus came 

the first time so that He could make it possible for man’s heart to be right. He will come the second time to 

make it possible for man’s world to be right. He came the first time to be the Saviour; He’ll come again to be 

earth's King. At His first coming He was given a CROSS; at His second coming He will be given a CROWN. 

He's King of My Life    He's King of the World 

                                       

 

THE RESULT:      

Righteousness to the Believer 

 

Peace to the Believer                    

 

Joy to the Believer  

THE RESULT:   

Righteousness to the World (Jer. 33:15)  

Peace to the World (Isa.9:6-7) 

 

Joy to the World (Isa.65:18-19) 
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See Romans 14:17 

If the King dies, will there still be a kingdom? The answer is YES! At a time when the disciples 

were disturbed over the announcement of His coming death, Jesus did a wonderful thing. He took three of His 

disciples and gave them a preview of the coming kingdom. 

Sometimes on television there is a preview of what is coming the next week, so that everyone can look forward 

to it with anticipation. Jesus wanted to give of His disciples a preview of the kingdom.  This preview was so 

wonderful that these disciples never forgot what they saw! In fact, Peter even mentions this unforgettable 

experience in the book of 2 Peter which Peter wrote just before he died (see 2 Peter 1:16-18). 

  

The Glorious Transformation 

About a week after Jesus told His disciples that He must die, He took three of His disciples with Him to a high 

mountain. Why did the Lord go to this mountain (Luke 9:28)? _____________________________ What 

happened to Jesus at this time (Matthew 17:2)? ____________________________________________ 

When did this transfiguration or transformation (change) take place? 

1. What time of day did the Lord often pray 

(Luke 6:12; 21:37; 22:39-40; Matthew 14:23)? 

___________________________________ 

 

2. While on the mountain, what activity did the 

disciples engage in (Luke 9:32)? 

___________________________________  

 

3. When did they return from the mountain (Luke 9:37)? 

________________________________________ 

Therefore, when would you say the transfiguration of Christ took place?  

______________________________________________________________ 

 

The word "transfigured" (Matthew 17:2) is from a Greek verb metamorphoō which is made up of two parts: 1) 

meta, which means "change" and 2) morphe which means "form." Thus, it means "to be changed into another 

form, to be transformed." Our English word "metamorphosis" comes from this Greek word and is used to 

describe some of nature’s most amazing, God-designed transformations, such as the changing of a caterpillar to 

a beautiful butterfly or the changing of a tadpole to a frog! 
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In what ways was Christ transformed or changed? 

1. His face shone as the __________ (Matthew 17:2). The sun shines so brightly that a person cannot look 

directly at it without injuring his eyes! 

2. His raiment (garment) was white as ____________ (Matthew 17:2). Have you ever seen freshly fallen snow 

when the sun first comes out? The snow is so bright you can hardly look at it! 

3. His raiment was white and _____________________ (Luke 9:29). This word means His garments were 

flashing with the brilliance of lightning. 

4. His raiment became ___________________, exceeding white as snow, so as no fuller on earth can white 

them (Mark 9:3). There is no launderer or bleach on the face of the earth that can make garments this white and 

brilliant (regardless of what the commercials and advertisements say). 

Furthermore, all this probably took place at night. When are lights and shining things most impressive--at night 

or in the daytime? ______________________________  

When the Lord Jesus walked upon this earth, the glory of who He was did not shine forth. His face did not 

shine. His clothes were not different from the clothes of other men. There was no halo upon His head. His 

appearance was similar to that of any other Jewish man. It reminds one of the tabernacle in the wilderness.  The 

tabernacle from the outside did not look very unusual or very impressive (covered with animal skins, etc.), but 

on the inside the tabernacle looked dazzling (with articles of furniture covered with shining gold)! The 

transfiguration was one of those rare times when the glory of the Son of God was allowed to shine forth 

(compare John 11:40-44; 18:4-6; 1 Cor. 2:8). At the second coming of Christ, this inner glory will be outwardly 

displayed, even as it was on this mountain: Jesus will come with power and great _______________ (Matthew 

24:30; see also Matthew 16:27; 25:31; Daniel 7:13-14). The three disciples caught a glimpse of this glorious 

event which would take place in the future. 
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The word "transfigured" or "transformed" is used four times in the New Testament. Twice it is used of Christ, 

and twice it is used of that great inner transformation which God brings about in the heart of the believer. Please 

MATCH: 

1. _______  Matthew 17:2 
2. _______  Mark 9:2  
3. _______  Romans 12:2  
4. _______  2 Corinthians 3:18  

A. Of Christ    
   
B. Of the believer  

If you are really saved, Who is in you (2 Cor. 13:5; Colossians 1:27; Galatians 2:20)? 

_________________________________________________ 

Is this Person being veiled, or do you allow Him to shine forth? How does the world 

(with its way of talking, way of acting, habits, expressions, fads, styles, amusements, etc.) try to squeeze us into 

its mold?  See Romans 12:2–"be not conformed to this world." 

 

 

The Interesting Conversation 

Who appeared on the mountain with Jesus (Matthew  17:3)?  1)_______________ and  

2)_______________What did these two men talk to Jesus about (Luke 9:31)? 

Circle the correct answer : 

a. His second coming  

b. His birth in Bethlehem 

c. His decease (departure from this world by way of His death on the cross). 

d. His transfiguration. 

Moses and Elijah knew that Jesus must die! They were looking ahead to this great event when Jesus would die 

for their sins and for the sins of the W_____________ W______________ (see 1 John 2:2). 
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The Foolish Suggestion 

Peter wanted to stay on the mountain and to even set up tents there (see his suggestion in Luke 9:33)!  Did Peter 

know what he was talking about? (See Luke 9:33 at the end of the verse.) ____________ Peter did what we 

often do. He spoke first and did his thinking afterward! Certainly the Lord was not about to dwell for any length 

of time on a mountain. He knew He must come down from the mountain and begin His march to Calvary's cross 

(Luke 9:51). 

  

The Heavenly Voice 

God the Father spoke from heaven, and He said, "This is My beloved Son:  H__________ H______" (Luke 

9:35). How well did Peter hear the Lord in Matthew 16:21-22? _______________________________ 

How well do we hear and obey God’s Word today?  

Our Lord’s kingdom will surely come! Christ has already given a preview! As we live between the Lord’s two 

comings, may we hear and heed (obey) all that the King says to us in His Word! 
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CHAPTER 8 

The Lord's Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem 

(What are We Cheering About Anyway?) 

What Kind of a Saviour Did They Want? 

When the Lord Jesus entered the city of Jerusalem less than a week before He went to the cross, were the people 

very excited about having Him come (Matthew 21:9)? _______ They cried "HOSANNA" which means "Save 

us now"! What did they want Jesus to save them from? Did they want Him to save them from their sins (which 

is the very reason He came--see Matthew 1:21)? Did they want Him to save them from living wrongly, thinking 

wrongly and acting wrongly? Did they want to be saved from the terrible judgment of a righteous God who 

hates sin? 

The Jewish people were looking for the CROWN. 

A King who can save 

us  

from the Romans and 

help make life less 

miserable 

 

The Jewish people did not see the need for the CROSS. 

A Saviour who can save us  

from our sins and who can  

give us a new life 

 

They wanted Christ to be King of the world, but they did not want Him to be King of their lives.  
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At this time the Romans ruled the world and the Jewish people wanted Jesus to set them free from the Romans. 

They did not really want Jesus to set them free from sin, which is even a more terrible bondage (see John 8:32-

36). 

Think of a soldier on a battlefield with bombs and bullets and hand grenades flying over his head. In 

desperation he cries out, "LORD, SAVE ME NOW!" What do you suppose he wants to be saved from? 

Consider a patient who is about to have open heart surgery. Just as he is about to be put to sleep he cries, 

"LORD, PLEASE SAVE ME!"   Was this person really asking God to save his soul, or was he probably asking 

to be saved from the surgeon making a mistake with his knife? According to Matthew 10:28, what should we be 

more afraid of, a doctor who can hurt our body or God who has the power to send a person to the lake of fire? 

______________________________________________________________ (being afraid of God means that I 

fear and respect God so much that I’m afraid not to do what God tells me to do in His Word). 

  

A Fast Change of Tune 

When Jesus entered the city, the people shouted, "BLESSED IS THE CHRIST!" Less than one week later, what 

did they shout (see Matthew 27:23)? __________________________ First they wanted Him to be King. Then a 

few days later they wanted Him dead!  How would you like your friends to throw a surprise birthday party for 

you and present you with all kinds of expensive gifts, and then to come back a few days later and spit in your 

face and throw eggs at your house?  That would certainly be strange behavior! Suppose a war hero is welcomed 

back into this country with cheers and parades and shouts of joy. Then less than a week later he is thrown into 

prison for no reason at all. Does this seem right to you? 

The Jews wanted Jesus to change their world (make things better on the outside) but Jesus wanted to change 

their hearts (make things right on the inside). They did not understand that it is man’s heart that needs to be 

fixed (Jeremiah 17:9).   

Suppose you took a sinner (one separated from God) and gave him a palace to live in, a swimming pool and 

one billion dollars to spend on anything he wanted. Would this person still have problems? Would he still have 

trouble getting along with people? Would he really be happy? Suppose you took a saint (a person who has been 

saved and set apart for God's service) and put him in the worst section of a city in a broken down shack where 

rats were more numerous than people. Could this person be at peace and experience joy even in the middle of 

this mess? Suppose you were to put a saint in a miserable dungeon and treat him as a rotten criminal. Could this 

person be happy under such conditions (see Acts 16:22-25)? ________ 

Do you think Jesus was fooled by the excited shouts of the crowd as He entered the city? Even though the 

people were shouting for joy, what was Jesus doing (Luke 19:41)? ______________________ The Lord knew 

that the people were going to reject Him (see Matthew 23:37).  He knew what was in their hearts.  The crowd 

rejoiced but the Saviour wept. The Saviour stretched forth His hands to the people of Israel to give them His 

very best, but because they were disobedient and rebellious they refused.  What verse in Romans chapter 10 

teaches this? Verse: ______ 

  

Let the Whole World Know! 

When Jesus came into the city, He did not sneak in unnoticed. He did not enter silently by night. He did not 

disguise Himself. He did not try to avoid the crowds. 
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Read John 7:1-10 which describes another time when Jesus entered the city of Jerusalem. Did He enter openly 

and noisily or did He enter secretly (verse 10)? _______________________________ 

When Jesus healed a blind man, did He want the whole world to know (Mark 8:26)? ______ When Peter said to 

Jesus, "Thou art the Christ," did Jesus want the whole world to know (Mark 8:30)? _____ When Jesus healed a 

deaf man, did He want the whole world to know (Mark 7:36)? _________ 

But when Jesus entered the city of Jerusalem in the final days before His death, He wanted the whole world to 

know!   In fact, if people had refused to shout out, what would have happened? (See Luke 19:40.)  

___________________________________________ 

The time for Jesus to march to the cross had come, and the Lord bravely and boldly entered the city where 

He would soon die. Even though the people would reject Him, Jesus openly presented Himself as their King and 

as their Saviour. The Lord was no coward who had to act in secret. 

Do we face our problems or do we run away from them? Do we try to hide from people and problems or do we 

trust God for the courage we need to tackle school and family and friends? 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the city was packed with people! The celebration of the P________________ 

was near at hand (John 12:1) and large crowds of Jews had come to the holy city to observe this great feast or 

holy day. Josephus, the Jewish historian, states that during one Passover in the days of Nero (first century A.D.) 

256,500 Passover lambs were sacrificed, which (if his figures are correct) would mean that over 2,700,200 

(almost 3 million) Jews were in Jerusalem (WARS 6,9,3)! One lamb was sacrificed for about every 10 people. 

Yes, when the King of the Jews entered the city, Jerusalem was packed with people! The same thing was true a 

few days later when the true Passover Lamb was sacrificed (see 1 Corinthians 5:7).  Jesus did not die in secret! 

The death of Christ was one of the most public events that the world has ever witnessed! 

If the Lord was willing to die publicly for you, are you willing to live publicly for Him? Do any of your friends 

in school know that you are a Christian? Have you ever talked to your friends about your Saviour or have you 

been keeping your salvation a big secret? Have you ever told the people in church that you know the Lord as 

your Saviour, or are you keeping it a secret and letting people try to guess as to whether you are really saved? 

Have you ever publicly been baptized, to show others that you belong to Jesus Christ? Let us not be ashamed of 

our Lord (Romans 1:16).   

The Royal Welcome 

As the king rode on the donkey, the multitude "_____________________ their ____________________ in the 

way" (Matthew 21:8). Why did the people do such a thing? If the President drove down your street would you 

take off your coat and throw it before his car? In 2 Kings 9:13 the people took their garments and put them 

under Jehu and blew with the trumpets, saying, "J_____________ is K______!" Thus, in Matthew 21, the Jews 

by their actions were saying; "J______________ is  K__________!" 

The people also cut down  ___________________________ from the trees and placed them before the King as 

He entered (Matthew 21:8). What kind of branches were these (John 12:13)? ____________________ It was a 

custom for people in the East to welcome a King or a conqueror in such a way. 

The people acted as if Jesus were really their King, but did they let Him be King? ______ Is it possible for us to 

say that Jesus is King and that He is Lord, and then not really do what He says (see Luke 6:46)? _______ Can 

Jesus help you to obey your parents? ______ Are you letting Him help you with this? ______ Can Jesus help 

you to be friendly to others at school? _____ Are you letting Him help you with this?_______  
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Can Jesus help you read your Bible and pray? ______ Are you letting Him help you with this? ______ We do 

not want to act as if God can help us, but then not let Him do so! 

Even though the Jews welcomed the King into their city, what did they say only a few days later (John 19:15, 

the end of the verse)? _____________________________________ 

  

Once a Donkey; Someday a Horse 

The first time the King came, He came riding on a donkey (Matthew 21:5-7 and Zechariah 9:9). When the King 

comes again to this earth, what will He be riding (Revelation 19:11)? _________________________  He came 

the first time to die (the cross); He will come the second time to rule and reign (the crown).  The King is 

coming!   When He came the first time, the Jewish people (most of them but not all) rejected Him (see John 

1:11).  When He comes the second time, the Jewish people will receive Him and will bless His Name (see 

Matthew 23:39).  Will the second coming of Christ be a public event or will it be done in secret (Revelation 1:7 

and Matthew 24:27)? _____________________________ 

Let us not honor Christ just with our lips, but may we honor Him with our hearts and our lives also!   See Mark 

7:6. 
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CHAPTER 9 

The Cup, the Kiss and the Captive 

The Terrible Cup 

On the evening before He was crucified, Jesus ate supper with His disciples. After the meal Jesus took the 

bread, He took the cup and He told the disciples about His death (Mark 14:22-24) and about His resurrection 

(Mark 14:25). They then sang a H_________ or a psalm (Mark 14:26) and went out into the Mount of Olives to 

a place which was named Gethsemane (Mark 14:32), a place where the Lord often went to pray (Luke 22:39). 

The Mount of Olives was located on the eastern side of the city of Jerusalem. 

The Lord knew that the time for His death had come, and He was filled with sorrow.  His soul was greatly 

troubled. Jesus showed us what we should do when sorrows and troubles come our way (see Psalm 62:8).  He 

fell on the ground (Mark 14:35) and poured out His heart before His Heavenly Father. As He prayed, He said, 

"Abba, Father, all things are possible unto Thee; take away this _________  from me" (Mark 14:36; compare 

Matthew 26:39). 

What was this cup and what was it filled with?  Why was Jesus filled with sorrow and grief at the thought of 

drinking from this cup? As perfect Man, Jesus was horrified at the thought of drinking from the contents of this 

dreaded cup. What was in this cup? 

The contents of a cup may either be good or bad. A cup may be filled with milk or juice, or a cup may be filled 

with some harmful acid or poison. Because Jesus did not want to drink from this cup, we know that it contained 

something terrible. 

In Psalm 11:6 the Bible speaks of a terrible cup. Is this cup for a righteous person or a wicked person? 

____________________________  Another dreadful cup is mentioned in Psalm 75:8. Who shall drink from 

this cup? __________________________________  In whose hand is this cup (Psalm 75:8)? 

_____________________________________ See also Isaiah 51:17; 51:22; Revelation 14:10; 16:19. 

According to John 18:11, who gave this cup to Jesus to drink? (circle the correct answer) 

a. the devil 

b. the  Father 

c. wicked men 

d. the Jewish leaders 

e. Judas 

Why would God the Father give His beloved Son something terrible to drink? Why did the Father give to Jesus 

that cup which the wicked should drink? The answer is found in 2 Corinthians 5:21. When Christ died on the 

cross He was made ________ for us. God treated Christ as if He were sin. How does God treat sin? God hates 

sin! God must judge sin! God must punish sin! Christ was made sin for us! 
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Was Jesus guilty or innocent? __________________ Was He sinful or sinless? __________________ Was He 

righteous or unrighteous? _____________________ Who should have been punished and judged by God? Who 

really should have received God’s anger and wrath? Who are the guilty ones (Romans 3:19,23)? 

____________________________ Why shouldn’t God serve you His cup and have you drink from it? What 

must I do so that I will not perish and will not be judged, and so that I will not be condemned and not have 

God’s wrath upon me (John 3:16,18,36)? 

______________________________________________________________ 

Christ died in my place as my Substitute! He took the penalty for all my sins. How does God treat the person 

who believes in His Son (see Ephesians 2:4-7; Titus 3:4-5)? 

 

God deals with the believer in grace.  God pours out upon us (as believers) His mercy and love and kindness 

which we do not deserve at all.  Our Saviour drank a cup of wrath without mercy, that we might drink a cup of 

mercy without wrath! 

How does God deal with the person who refuses to come to Christ for salvation (Eph. 5:5-6; Col. 3:5-6; John 

8:24)?  __________________________________________________________ 

The Lord Jesus did not want to drink from this terrible cup filled with God’s anger and judgment against 

sinners. But Jesus knew that it was the Father’s will that He should die on the cross. He wanted to do the 

Father’s will more than anything else (John 4:34). Also Jesus knew that going to the cross was the only way that 

could make it possible for sinful men to be saved. Christ loved us and gave Himself for us on the cross! 
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The Kiss of "Love" From a Heart of Hate 

While Jesus was still in Gethsemane, Judas came to betray Him and hand Him over to the Jewish leaders. Did 

the Lord know all about this before it ever happened, or did Judas catch the Lord by surprise (see Matthew 

26:21–25; 26:46; John 18:4)? ____________________________________________________________ 

Judas did not come alone. Matthew says that he had with him a G__________ M__________________ 

(Matthew 26:47). The Jewish leaders were there and also a large group of Roman soldiers (probably more than 

100 of them).  The Jews had brought along these soldiers to help them.  In John 18:3 the word "band" refers to a 

Roman "cohort" which could be as many as 600 soldiers. 

Can you picture this in your mind? It was dark and all of these people came with their torches (John 18:3). 

Judas led them.  This multitude of people included the Jewish leaders who hated Christ, the Jewish policemen 

(temple officers – John 18:3), and the Roman soldiers.  What did they have in their hands? (See the last word in 

John 18:3.)  ___________________ They were armed with swords and clubs and weapons (compare Mark 

14:43) so that they could capture and arrest one unarmed man! 

Judas had previously made arrangements with the enemies of Jesus and had given them a clear sign by which 

they could easily identify the One they should arrest. What was this sign (Mark 14:44-45)? 

___________________________ 

In Bible times, kissing was something that friends would do. A man would kiss a man or a woman would kiss a 

woman as a sign or greeting of friendship (compare Romans 16:16). Was Judas a friend or an enemy? 

______________________  Did David kiss Goliath before he threw his stone?  Did he shake his hand?   Judas 

would have been more honest if he had come up to Jesus and spit on Him! 

Before we say too much against Judas, let us search our own hearts. Do I really love the Lord Jesus or am I a 

phony pretender? Do I "kiss" the Lord on Sunday while in Church and then "betray" Him the rest of the week 

by the way I live, the things I do and the words I say? 

The Captive Who Was in Complete Command 

Carefully read John 18:4-6. When the Lord identified Himself and said, "I am He!" what happened to this great 

multitude of Jews and soldiers? 

Did Judas fall down too (John 18:5-6)? _______ It must have been an amazing sight to see hundreds of trained 

Roman soldiers and a multitude of Jews on the ground.   

Eleven disciples and one unarmed Jesus were the only ones standing on their feet! All the rest were on the 

ground.  All this happened because Jesus simply said: "I am He!" As the men were getting back on their feet, it 

was as if Jesus were saying, "Gentlemen, I’m going to let you arrest Me, but before allowing you to do this, I 

just wanted to remind you who is really in control!" 

Jesus was in complete command of the situation. He was simply reminding these men of something that He had 

already said in John 10:11,17,18. Jesus willingly and voluntarily gave His life, and this is the only reason they 

were able to take Him and arrest Him. There were other times when men wanted to capture and kill Jesus. Were 

they able to do this? (See John 7:30; 8:20; Luke 4:28-30; etc.) ______ 

Jesus did not go to the cross because the Jews or the Romans put Him there. He went to the cross because He 

put Himself there and He put Himself there because He loved us and wanted to die for us (Galatians 2:20; 

Ephesians 5:2,25)! The Jews and Romans could not do anything to Jesus without His permission! 
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The Prayer Jesus Never Prayed 

In John 18:10-11, we learn something else that happened on that evening. Peter rushed to the Lord’s rescue, and 

with a mighty thrust but with poor aim, he sliced off the right ear of a man named Malchus! According to Dr. 

Luke, what did Jesus do about this situation (Luke 22:51)? ______________________________________ 

Those who arrested Jesus saw two amazing things: 1) They saw that Jesus merely had to speak and say "I am 

He!" and everyone fell down to the ground; 2) They also saw Jesus miraculously heal a man whose ear had just 

been sliced off by a sword!  Would the captors of Jesus ever be able to say, "We had no reason to believe He 

was the Son of God"? ________ 

Did Jesus really need Peter’s help? ________ In fact, Jesus told Peter that He could have prayed, and the Father, 

without a second's delay, would have given Him more than twelve legions of _____________ (Matthew 

26:53). A legion at full strength consisted of 6,000 soldiers. Thus, 12 legions would equal (6,000 X 12) 

__________________ soldiers.  The Father would have sent more than 12 legions of angels if Jesus had asked 

for them! That would have been a huge angelic army! 

That angelic army would have been more than 120 cohorts of angels (a cohort is one-tenth of a legion), and the 

Jews only had one cohort or band of Roman soldiers present to arrest Christ (John 18:3).  Keep in mind that 

angels are very powerful creatures.   Just one angel could have wiped out an entire Roman cohort or an entire 

Roman army!  If Christ had prayed this prayer, there would have been at least one full legion of angels to 

protect each of the eleven disciples and the Lord Himself! 

Did Jesus pray this prayer? ________Why not (John 18:11)?________________________________________ 

If Christ had saved Himself then how could mankind have been saved? If Christ had not gone to the cross, then 

what hope would there be for sinful men and women, boys and girls? 

Did the Lord really need Peter or thousands of angels to protect Himself? _____ If He could merely speak and 

all His enemies would suddenly fall down to the ground, could He not also speak and have all His enemies fall 

down to the ground dead? _____ Jesus did not want to kill His enemies; He wanted to die for His enemies (see 

Romans 5:6,8,10; John 3:17;12:47)!  What amazing love! 

Love brought my Saviour here to die 

On Calvary; 

For such a sinful wretch as I – 

How can it be? 

Love bridged the gulf 'twixt me and heaven 

Taught me to pray; 

I am redeemed, set free,  forgiven! 

LOVE FOUND A WAY 

Love found a way to redeem my soul! 

Love found a way that could make me whole! 

Love sent my Lord to the cross of shame! 

Love found a way – O PRAISE HIS HOLY NAME! 

                                            – Avis B. Christiansen 
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CHAPTER 10 

The Trials of Christ 

Who Was Really Guilty? 

Following His arrest, the sinless Son of God was put on trial as a common criminal and sentenced to death. 

During the night and into the next morning, six trials were held--three by the Jews and three by the Romans. 

These trials were totally unfair because the Lord's enemies had already made up their minds that Jesus was 

guilty and that He should die. As we look at these six trials it will become quite clear who was really innocent 

and who was really guilty! 

1) Trial Number 1 – Jesus Before Annas 

The Bible tells us that immediately after Jesus was arrested, He was led first to ___________________ (John 

18:13). The Jewish people looked up to Annas and considered him to be their leader. 

During this brief trial Jesus made a very fair request. He asked that honest witnesses might be brought forth who 

could tell what they knew about the Lord and His teachings (John 18:21). This fair request was immediately 

followed by some very unfair treatment from the hand of a Jewish officer who "S___________________  Jesus 

with the ________________ of his H________________ " (John 18:22). 

This officer took his hand and struck the sinless Saviour in the face. His hand was not clenched in a fist, but he 

struck the Lord with his open hand, either by a blow with the palm of the hand or a strong slap with the hand 

and fingers. Even if Jesus had been an ordinary man and guilty of a terrible crime, He would not have deserved 

such unfair treatment. This was the first of many such blows to the face that Jesus would receive in the coming 

hours. 

This trial and the ones to follow were very unfair in many ways. These men tried to get rid of the Lord Jesus by 

whatever means possible. Holding this trial at night was contrary to Jewish law. Honest witnesses should have 

been heard. A lawyer or defense attorney should have been given to Jesus, not just a slap in the face. Everything 

they did was wrong and was done with wrong motives.  As a result the trial was unfair and unjust. All that 

mattered to these Jewish leaders was to remove Jesus from the earth and get rid of Him once and for all. 

  

2) Trial Number 2 – Jesus Before Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin 

After His visit with Annas, where was Jesus taken (John18:24)? _____________________  Both Annas and 

Caiaphas wanted to have Jesus put to death, and they were not interested in having a fair trial. The Jewish 

leaders were also present at this trial (the council of Jewish leaders was known as the Sanhedrin—Mark 14:55). 

Many false witnesses were brought forward to speak against Jesus and to say things about Him that were not 

true, but what one person said did not agree with what another person said (Mark 14:56).   Their testimony was 

contradictory. 

After a while, Caiaphas was amazed that Jesus was not saying anything (Mark 14:60). When he asked Jesus 

about this, the Lord said not a word (Mark 14:61)! Usually men try to defend themselves even when they know 

they are wrong, and especially when they know they are innocent.  
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In this case the Lord Jesus was completely innocent and He had every right to speak out against the unfair 

things that were being said about Him, but He remained silent! Can you find a verse in Isaiah 53 that speaks of 

our Lord’s silence before His accusers? Verse: ________.  Compare 1 Peter 2:22-23. 

There is a time to speak and there is a time to be silent. Can you think of times when it is better to speak up? 

Can you think of times when it is better not to speak? The Lord knew that His Heavenly Father would take care 

of all the wrong things that were being said and done to Him. 

Finally the High Priest (Caiaphas) said, "Are You the Son of God?" (compare Mark 14:61).  This time Jesus 

would no longer keep silent. What answer did the Lord give (Mark 14:62)? "I  A_____ !" 

As soon as Jesus had said this, the High Priest gave the verdict (Matthew 26:65): 

He is guilty of B___________________________________. 
(Blasphemy is when someone who is only a man claims to be God.) 

The Council then gave the sentence or the punishment (Matthew 26:66): 

He is worthy of  _________________. 

What was His great crime? Why should He die? Because He said that He was the Son  

of God! When criminals were crucified, the charge or accusation was often written over their heads. For 

example, if a man had intentionally killed someone, they might write, "This is a murderer!" What accusation 

was written over the head of Jesus (Matthew27:37)? 

________________________________________________________ This was His crime! 

After deciding that Jesus was guilty and worthy of death, these Jews took off their religious masks and began to 

show what kind of monsters they really were. First they began to _________ in His face (Matthew 26:67). They 

also B_______________________ Him (Matthew 26:67), which means they clenched their fists and struck the 

Lord even as a boxer would strike an opponent (yet without the comfort of boxing gloves). Others hit him hard 

with the ___________ of their hands (Matthew 26:67 – an openhanded slap or cuff). As they punished Him 

with their fists and their open hands, they mocked Him and made fun of Him and started playing games with 

Him. 

They even B_________________________ Him (Luke 22:64) and played a cruel game of blind man's buff. "If 

you are the Son of God as You just claimed, tell me what my name is,0" as one by one they would slap Him and 

buffet Him (Mark 14:65). Christ could have easily told them their names (which would have greatly surprised 

them), but again He remained silent. 

Did the Lord know beforehand that all these things would happen to him (Mark 10:34; Luke 18:32)? _______ 

  

3) Trial Number 3 – Jesus Before Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin 

(Formal Trial at Dawn) 

The council (Sanhedrin) of Jewish leaders gathered together for one more meeting. When did this take place 

(Matthew 27:1)? _______________________________________________ We should remember that Jesus 

was awake all that night and had gone many hours without sleep. He must have been extremely tired and 

exhausted. Sometimes when we must miss sleep and when we are very tired, we can remember that our Saviour 

knows just how it feels to be physically exhausted (Heb. 4:15). 
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The Jewish leaders knew that their night trial was unfair and wrong, so as soon as the morning came they 

condemned Christ and said He should be put to D_____________ (Matthew 27:1). The enemies of our Lord 

had a problem however. Even though they wanted to put Jesus to death they were unable to do this. It was 

against the law (see John 18:31). Only the Romans could put a man to death.  If they were able to, the Jews 

probably would have stoned Christ (see John 10:31), but the Romans put criminals to death by crucifying them 

on a wooden cross. 

  

4) Trial Number 4 – Jesus Before Pilate the First Time 

The Jews bound Jesus and led Him to Pilate the Roman G______________________ (Matthew 27:2). They 

wanted Pilate’s permission  to have Him executed (put to death) as a criminal. 

According to Pilate’s evaluation, was Jesus guilty or innocent (Luke 23:4)? 

_____________________________  Pilate wanted to set Jesus free, but the Jewish leaders would not be happy 

until Jesus was dead. 

Finally Pilate sent Jesus to another ruler who happened to be in the city of Jerusalem, whose name was 

H______________ (Luke 23:7). This was the same Herod who had murdered John the Baptist (Mark 6:16,27). 

  

5) Trial Number 5 – Jesus Before Herod 

Herod was very glad to see Jesus because he had heard all about Jesus, and he hoped to see Jesus perform some 

M____________________ (Luke 23:8). Did Jesus put on a show for Herod and perform all sorts of miracles 

(Luke 23:9-11)?_________Did Jesus say anything to Herod (Luke 23:9)? ___________ 

Jesus once spoke about Herod and He called him "that F_________"  (Luke 13:32). The FOX wanted to have 

some FUN with Jesus. According to Luke 23:11 Herod joined with his soldiers to mock Jesus and to dress Him 

in a gorgeous, regal robe. Finally they sent Him again to P_________________ (Luke 23:11). 

  

6) Trial Number 6 – Jesus Before Pilate the Second Time 

Herod may have been glad to see Jesus (compare Luke 23:8), but Pilate was not! He wanted to do what he knew 

was right but he also did not want to anger the Jews.  He faced a great dilemma. 

Did Pilate find Jesus to be guilty or innocent (Luke 23:13-14)? _____________________ 

 

Did Pilate think that Jesus was worthy of death (Luke 23:15)? _______  

 

Did Pilate want to crucify Him or release Him (Luke 23:16)? ____________________________  

 

What did the Jews want Pilate to do (Luke 23:21)? ______________________________ 

Pilate’s next plan was to whip Jesus. He hoped that the Jews might have pity upon Jesus and he hoped they 

might say, "That’s enough punishment! You’ve hurt Him enough!" Then Pilate could release Him. Therefore, 

Pilate took Jesus and ___________________ Him (John 19:1). 
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Nothing was more terrible than the Roman scourge. It was a terrible whip and a very cruel way of punishing 

criminals. It had a short wooden handle to which several cords were attached, and on the ends of the cords there 

were pieces of sharp metal or pieces of bone. The whip would cut into the bare back of the victim and cause 

terrible pain. Often the person would faint and in some cases men would even die from such a whipping. They 

did this to the Lord Jesus, the Righteous, Holy, Innocent One! He was willing to suffer and bleed and die so that 

He could save us (the guilty ones) and bring us to God (1 Peter 3:18)! 

 

 

For the Roman soldiers, scourging was not enough. They, like Herod, wanted to have some fun with Jesus: 

1) They robed Him with a scarlet or purple robe (Mark 15:17; Matthew 27:28). After being whipped, Jesus 

must have felt pain as the robe went down on the raw wounds of His back. 

2) They crowned Him with a _________________ of  ________________ (Mark 15:17) and pressed it upon 

His head. 

3) They sceptered Him. After they forced Jesus to sit down, they placed in His right hand a sturdy 

R_____________  (Matthew 27:29) because a king must have a scepter (a rod or staff carried and held by a 

king as a symbol of power and authority). 

4) They adored Him in cruel mockery.  They were pretending to honor Him but it was done in a mocking way 

(making fun of Him). A soldier would drop to his knees and say, "H__________, K__________ of the 

J__________!" (Matthew 27:29) Then another would take his turn, and still another, until all had shared in this 

fun. 

5) They spit  upon Him. They seemed to act worse than beasts (Matthew 27:30). Each soldier, when his turn 

would come, after getting up from his knees would spit into the face of God’s only begotten Son. 

6) They slapped Him hard in the face with the palms of their hands (John 19:3), the same face that the Jews had 

repeatedly slapped and buffeted just hours before. Does this help us to understand Isaiah 52:14 and 53:2? 
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7) They hit Him. As the soldiers came before Jesus one by one, they removed the reed (scepter) from the hand 

of Jesus and then hit Him on the head with it (Matthew 27:30) as if to say, "What kind of a King are You? One 

that gets hit over the head with His own scepter!" 

But, before we start feeling sorry for Jesus, we need to remember that these soldiers are the ones that we should 

really feel sorry for. There will come another day when these same men must bow before the King, the very 

One that they mocked and mistreated (see Philippians 2:9-11). Will you also bow your knee before this King? 

_______ 

Finally, after all this was done, Pilate brought Jesus out so that all the people could see Him (John 19:5). What 

did the Jews say (circle the correct answer):  

a. "Jesus has been punished enough. Please do not punish Him anymore." 

b. "We realize that Jesus is really innocent. It was wrong for us to condemn Him to death!" 

c. "CRUCIFY HIM!" 

d. "We have sinned against God and against God’s Son. Oh God, please forgive us for this great sin!"  

All of Pilate’s efforts failed and finally he did just what the crowd wanted. Jesus was sent away to be crucified. 

Are there times when you are mistreated by others, perhaps at school or in the neighborhood? Do people ever 

mock you or make fun of you? Do people ever accuse you of being wrong or doing something wrong when in 

your heart you know that you did what was right? Have friends or foes ever hurt you in a physical way (in 

fighting or throwing things, etc.)? 

Does the Lord Jesus know exactly what it is like to be treated in such ways? Does He know what it is like to be 

mocked and made fun of and injured and falsely accused? Can He be an understanding Friend to us at times like 

these (Hebrews 4:15 and 2:17-18)?  Jesus left us an example as to how we should act in such situations (1 Peter 

2:20-23), and He is able to help us at such times! 
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CHAPTER 11 

The Place of the Skull  

 Finally the Roman soldiers led Jesus away to crucify Him and  to put Him to death as a common criminal. He 

was led to a place outside the city’s walls, a place that was called G_______________________ (Matthew 

27:33), which means "a place of a S_____________ ." This place was also called C____________________ 

(Luke 23:33). "Calvary" (the Latin word for "skull") means the same thing as "Golgotha" (the Aramaic word for 

"skull"). 

Crucifixion was a terrible form of death. Death by the electric chair or firing squad or guillotine or hanging is 

relatively fast and painless. The person's physical life comes to an end very quickly. But the sufferings of the 

cross seemed endless. Victims did not usually die for two or three days. This is why Pilate was so surprised to 

learn that Jesus was dead after being on the cross for only about six hours (see Mark 15:44). Criminals have 

been known to survive on a cross for more than a week! 

Why was Christ crucified? What crime was He guilty of? What wrong things did He do? What sins could be 

found in His life? What commandment did He ever break? The Bible says that Christ "did no S_________ " (1 

Peter 2:22)! He was perfectly righteous and innocent! He did not go to the cross because of His sins. He went to 

the cross because of our sins (see 1 Cor. 15:3)! 

Let us each ask ourselves these same questions: What crimes am I guilty of? What wrongs have I done? What 

sins can be found in my life? Which commandments have I broken?  Christ is the innocent One and I am the 

guilty one!   I am the one who deserves death (Romans 6:23), not He! 

Right before the Roman soldiers nailed Jesus to the cross, they offered Him a drink of W___________  flavored 

with M_______________. (See Mark 15:23; myrrh was a bitter substance which acted like a drug and helped to 

deaden the pain and lessen the suffering.)  Did Jesus take this drink or did He refuse it (Mark 15:23)? 

____________________________ Our wonderful Lord wanted to keep His mind clear and He wanted to 

endure the pain. No one can ever say that Jesus did not fully suffer for those whom He came to save! Also, this 

ought to make us think twice before we allow ourselves to take harmful drugs or anything else that would keep 

us from thinking clearly. 

According to Mark 15:25, what time was it when they put Jesus on the cross? ___________________________ 

The Jews kept time differently than we do today.  Our day ends at midnight, and that is also when the new day 

begins.   The Jewish day ended and a new day began at sunset (usually about 6:00 p.m.).  The clock in the 

following illustration helps us to understand the difference between our time and Jewish time.  What we call the 

twelfth hour (12:00 o'clock), the Jews called the sixth hour.  Nine o'clock in the morning our time would be the 

third hour Jewish time.  Jesus was put on the cross the third hour, which means 9:00 o'clock in the morning. 
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What did the Lord say as He was hanging on the cross? (Circle the correct answer.)  

a. Father, judge them and destroy them because of this wicked thing which they 

have done. 

b. Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. 

c. Father, I'm thankful that some day these evil men will suffer eternal punishment 

for their awful deeds. 

Jesus did not come to ___________________ men’s lives, but to  _________________ them (Luke 9:56). 

Jesus was not the only Person who was crucified on that day. Who else was crucified (Matthew 27:38)? 

________________________________________ Was the cross of Christ located on the left, the center or the 

right (Matthew 27:38)? _________________________  

As the Lord suffered on the cross, people passed by and mocked Him and made fun of Him (read Matthew 

27:39-43). If Christ had come down from the cross, then how could sinful men be saved? It was love that kept 

the Lord on the cross! The enemies of the Lord thought that they were finally getting rid of Jesus! They were in 

for a big surprise (as we shall see in the next chapter)! 

At first, did both of the thieves (robbers) also make fun of Jesus or did only one of them mock Him (Matthew 

27:44)? ______________________ Not only were these two criminals guilty of terrible crimes, but they were 

also guilty of mocking and making fun of the sinless Son of God! But one of these men changed.  One of these 

men allowed God to work in his heart and suddenly his eyes were opened and his mouth was shut! 
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This amazing account is found in Luke 23:39-43. As we study Luke 23:39 we see that a great change took 

place. Instead of two criminals making fun of Christ, there was now only one who was hurling insults at the 

Saviour! There was only one who was asking Christ to save him from crucifixion (but caring nothing for the 

salvation of his soul). The other man was strangely silent. Finally he broke the silence and spoke out, not 

against Christ as he did before, but against his robber companion (see Luke 23:40). 

What caused such an amazing change? Was this thief impressed by the prayer of Jesus (Luke 23:34)? Did he 

observe the manner in which Jesus bravely endured the suffering of the cross? Did he notice the way Jesus 

reacted to the mocking of the people, including himself?  Did he believe that Jesus was the "King of the Jews," 

just as was written on the superscription over the center cross (Luke 23:38)? Can you think of other things he 

may have noticed or observed about Jesus that may have helped to produce such a change? Are there things that 

people can see and observe in the way we live and act and speak that may help them to change their minds 

about Christ? 

Did this man believe that he was guilty and that he deserved to die (Luke 23:40-41)? ____________ Did he 

believe that Jesus was guilty and deserved to die (Luke 23:41)? ___________ Before a person can be saved, he 

must first realize how lost he really is. This man realized that he was guilty and that he deserved death. Have 

you realized this? 

This condemned criminal was soon to pass into eternity. Death was at the door. Time was running out. As he 

hung on a cross between earth and heaven, he knew it would not be long before he was dead. Was there any 

hope for this man who had just about reached the end of a sin-filled life? 

If salvation depended on something that man must do (as many people believe and teach), then there was 

absolutely no hope for this guilty robber. Consider the following suggested ways of salvation and explain how 

hopeless (and how silly!) each of these would have been in the case of this dying criminal: 

1) To be saved you must live a good life. 

2) To be saved the good you have done must outweigh the evil you have done. 

3) To be saved you must keep the Ten Commandments. 

4) To be saved you must perform good works. 

5) To be saved you must read your Bible and go to church. 

6) To be saved you must be baptized. 

7) To be saved you must become a member of a church or synagogue. 

This man could do none of these things, but there was one thing that he could do (read Acts 16:30-31). He could 

B___________________ on the Lord Jesus Christ! And that’s the one thing he did! 

How does Luke 23:42 show this man’s faith? Hint: How can a dead King have a kingdom? Even though this 

robber knew Jesus was dying, he somehow believed that this same Jesus would come into His kingdom and 

would someday rule on the earth! 

What wonderful words of comfort did Jesus give to this dying man (Luke 23:43)? 

______________________________________________________________________ When would this man 

be with Jesus? ________________ How did this man know that this would really be so? If you were to die 

today, would you be with the Lord? Are you sure? How do you know this?  Did Paul know this (Phil. 1:23; 2 

Cor. 5:8)? ______ 

In Matthew 27:45 we read of a great miracle that took place during the crucifixion. A strange darkness covered 

the land for three hours.  [See the Clock illustration given earlier in this chapter.]    This darkness lasted 

from the sixth hour (which is _________ o’clock our time) to the ninth hour (which is ________ o’clock our 
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time)! This is usually the brightest time of the day when the sun is the highest! In the Bible, darkness is often a 

symbol of the judgment of God. For example, one of the judgments on the land of Egypt was darkness 

(Exodus 10:21-22). See also Zephaniah 1:15. It was during these three hours on the cross that God Himself was 

judging His Son and punishing Him for the sins which we have done. 

Why was the cross of Christ so terrible? Many men were crucified just as Christ was, and most of these men 

remained on the cross much longer than Christ did. Also there have been people who were tortured and put to 

death by means and methods even worse than crucifixion. Other individuals have had to greatly suffer for years 

as a result of an injury or illness or disease before death finally came What was so terrible about the death of 

Christ? 

If we think only of the physical sufferings that Christ went through, then we are missing the whole point. When 

Jesus looked ahead to the cross, what was it that He dreaded the most (Mark 14:36 and John 18:11)?  Circle the 

correct answer: 

a. The nails that would pierce His hands and feet 

b. The spear that would pierce His side 

c. The agony of being suspended on a cross for about six hours 

d. The cup which the Father would give Him to drink 

According to Christ’s own words in Matthew 27:46, what was the most terrible part of the crucifixion 

experience?  Circle the correct answer: 

a. Being nailed to the cross by the Romans 

b. Being mocked and reviled by the unbelieving Jews 

c. Being tortured by the weight of His own body coming down on the nails 

d. Being forsaken and abandoned by Almighty God 

Christ was not overly concerned about what the Roman soldiers would do to Him, but He was greatly 

concerned about what God the Father would do to Him because of your sins and mine!   In Isaiah chapter 53 

we learn about some of the things that God did to the Lord Jesus: 

Isaiah 53:24: God struck Him and afflicted Him. 

Isaiah 53:6: God laid on Him all of our iniquities (sins). 

Isaiah 53:10: God B___________________ Him. 

Christ was made sin for us (2  Cor. 5:21) as illustrated below. 



  
Page 51 

 
  

 

  

Do you believe that Christ did all of this for you? If so, when was the last time you bowed your head and really 

thanked Christ for the cross He endured and for the sins which He bore (1 Peter 2:24)? 

Just before Jesus died, He cried out with a loud voice. See Matthew 27:50. He said something that He wanted 

everyone to hear! What was this victory cry that He shouted out (see John 19:30)? 

The Lord’s victory cry (John 19:30) was this:  I___   I___   F___________________.   The work of 

salvation was done! The penalty for sin was fully paid!   After Jesus had shouted out this victory cry, He then 

spoke His final sentence.  What did He say (Luke 23:46)? 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

The other two men (the two criminals) were still alive. The Roman soldiers did not want the bodies to remain 

on the cross (John 19:31), so they came and broke the L_______ of these two criminals (John 19:32). This was 

done to hasten death. Without the legs to give support, the body would sink down and the victim on the cross 

would quickly suffocate, be unable to breathe, and then he would die. If their bones had not been broken, these 

two men may have lived another day or two, but the breaking of their legs brought a quick end to their 

suffering. Remember the criminal who changed his mind and believed on Jesus? As soon as he died, where did 

he go (Luke 23:43)? _________________________  Who was with him (Luke 23:43)? 

________________________ As for the other criminal, he went to a place where the suffering was far worse 

than a Roman cross (compare Luke 16:19-28). Those who reject Christ as their Saviour have nothing good to 

look forward to after death. 

When the soldiers came to the center cross, what did they see (John 19:33)? 

______________________________________________________________________   Did they break the 

legs of Jesus (John 19:33,36)? _____ They knew that Jesus was dead, but just to make sure, what did one of the 

soldiers do (John 19:34)? 

______________________________________________________________________ 
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There are some people who do not believe that Jesus really died on the cross. They say that when they took 

Jesus down from the cross, He was still alive and then He tried to fool everybody by saying that He had risen 

from the dead. But the blood on the spear proves that Jesus really died!  

Christ died; that's history (it's a fact!).  

Christ died for me, that's salvation! 

Thomas, one of the disciples, believed that Jesus was really dead, and he knew that the Lord was pierced with a 

spear. But he did not believe that the Lord really rose again. In John 20:25 Thomas told the others that he would 

not believe in the resurrection unless he could thrust his own hand into the place where the spear had gone (see 

John 20:25). Did Jesus give him a chance to do this (John 20:27-30)? _______  Did Thomas actually do this? 

_______  For  Thomas, seeing the Saviour alive in front of him was enough. 

Yes, the Lord Jesus really died! Yes, He really died to save sinners! Yes, He really rose again to give us eternal 

life and to be our living Saviour and Lord! In the next chapter we will learn more about His wonderful 

resurrection! HALLELUJAH! WHAT A SAVIOUR! 
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CHAPTER 12 

The Empty Grave 

In our last chapter we studied the death of Christ. The good news (gospel) of the Bible is that Christ 

__________ for our ________  according to the Scriptures (1 Corinthians 15:3). But the good news does not 

stop here.  The death of Christ is only half the good news.  What is the rest of the good news (1 Corinthians 

15:4)? "...and that He was buried and that He ______________   _________________  the third day according 

to the Scriptures." 

Have you ever read a biography? A biography is the written story of a person’s life. Perhaps you have read a 

biography about George Washington (our first president) or Babe Ruth (a great baseball player) or Helen Keller 

(a girl who was both deaf and blind) or about some other famous person. The first chapter in a biography 

usually tells about the person’s birth. The last chapter in a biography usually tells about the person’s death. 

There is not much more that can be said about the person after the person dies. The story of the person's life 

ends when the person's life ends. After death the person will do no more and say no more. George Washington 

did not serve as our President after he died! Babe Ruth did not hit any more home runs after he was put in the 

grave! Bach and Mozart and Beethoven did not write any more music after they died! Dead people do not do 

such things! Nothing more can be written about the life after the person dies because there is nothing more that 

the person will do or say. The man (or woman) has passed on and no other chapter can be written about the 

person’s life. You can write about the funeral and the person’s children and the person’s lasting influence, but 

there is nothing more to say about the person. He (or she) is dead! 

The biography of Jesus Christ is quite amazing. It is different from any other biography! The story of His death 

is not the last chapter! Here are some examples: Matthew 27 tells about Christ’s death. Is this the last chapter? 

Mark 15 tells about Christ’s death. Is this the last chapter? Luke 23 tells about Christ’s death. Is this the last 

chapter? John 19 tells about Christ’s death. Is this the last chapter? After the story of the death of Christ we 

read more! The story of His death is not the last chapter! We find this Man still doing certain things and saying 

certain things. There are new chapters because the One who had been dead now lives again!  His biography 

continues on! 

The death of Christ was not the end. In the book of Revelation (the last book of the New Testament) we find 

that the Lord Jesus Christ is still alive and is still speaking! For example, see Revelation 1:18.   The Lord Jesus 

said, "I am He that ______________ and was __________; and, behold, I am _______________ for 

_________________________, Amen."  His story goes on and on! 

  

What Really Happened? 

Did the Lord Jesus ever predict that He would come alive from the dead (Matthew 16:21)? ______ Before it 

ever happened He knew all about it! Read Mark 9:9-10 and Mark 9:31-32. Did the disciples understand these 

things? _____ 

The enemies of the Lord took this prediction very seriously (see Matthew 27:62,66). Were the enemies of Christ 

aware that He had said that He would rise again (Matthew 27:63)? __________ What terrible name did they call 

Jesus (Matthew 27:63)? D______________________ Did Christ deceive people or did He always tell them the 

truth? __________________________________________________________ 
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What did these people do to make sure that Christ would not rise again as He said He would (Matthew 27:64–

66)? Notice that they did three things: 

 

1. Rolled a huge stone across the opening of the tomb.  

 

2. Sealed the stone.  

 

3. Had men guard the tomb to make sure no one would come and steal the body (see Matthew 28:4).  

They did everything that they could to keep Christ in the grave! 

Read Matthew 28:1–8. What happened? Why was the stone rolled away by the angels? Was this done so that 

Christ could come out? No, the tomb was already empty (see Matthew 28:6 – "He is _______   _________").   

The living, risen Christ had no problem getting out of the tomb, just as He had no problem getting into a room 

even though the doors were shut and locked (see John 20:19,26)! The angel rolled away the stone so that all 

could see that the grave was empty! (It would be hard to tell that the tomb was empty if the stone across the 

entrance was blocking the view!) 

Usually when a Roman guard failed to do his job he was put to death. For example, if a soldier was told to 

guard a prisoner and the prisoner escaped, then very likely the guard would be put to death for allowing this to 

happen. In the case of the guards who watched Christ’s tomb it is very interesting to see what happened to them 

(see Matthew 28:11–15). Were they put to death?  ________  Instead of being put to death they were paid 

money! They were paid money (bribed) so that they would lie about what had happened! What was the false 

story that they were told to tell? 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

These enemies had called Christ a deceiver (Matthew 27:63). Who were the real deceivers? 

________________________________________________________ 

  

Why is the Resurrection Important? 

In order to see how very important the resurrection of Christ is, let’s assume or pretend that it never truly 

happened (even though we know it really did). Let us suppose that Christ did not really come alive again from 

the dead. Let us suppose that Christ died and He remained dead. If this were true, what would this mean? 

1) The Bible tells us again and again that Christ rose again from the dead. If Christ did not really rise again, then 

what would this mean? This would mean that the Bible is not true! This would mean that we cannot really 

believe the Bible. If the resurrection is false, then the Bible is false also. The resurrection is part of God’s Word. 

It’s part of God’s plan. The truth of God’s Word includes the truth of the resurrection.  If God cannot be trusted 

in what He says about the resurrection, then can He be trusted in what He says about salvation, heaven, eternal 

life and other subjects?   But thankfully, everything God has said in His Word is absolutely true (John 17:17). 

2) Jesus Christ clearly said that He would rise again (Matthew 16:21; 17:9; 17:22-23; etc.). Can we really 

believe His Word or was He a liar? Was He really a Deceiver as His enemies claimed? If Christ did not rise 

again, then His words and predictions would have been false. This would mean that the Lord Jesus did not 

speak the truth. 

3) The gospel or good news (glad tidings) is that Christ rose again from the dead on the third day (1 Cor. 15:4). 

If this never really happened, then we do not really have good news at all! If good news is not true news, then it 
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cannot be good news!  You could say, "I’ve got good news. It is not raining! We can go to the beach!"   Then I 

could look out the window and see heavy rain! This would mean that your good news is not good news at all 

because it is not true news! If Christ is still dead then there is no good news and there is no gospel! 

4) People are told to believe in the resurrection! In fact, a person must believe this in order to be saved (see 

Romans 10:9)! Those who are true Christians are those who truly believe that Jesus Christ died for them and 

that He arose from the dead. Some even sing the hymn, "He lives! He lives! Christ Jesus lives today!"  If 

Jesus Christ does not live, then our faith is _____________ (see 1 Cor.15:17). Our faith is no good at all! We 

have put our faith in a dead Saviour who is not able to save anyone!  

If a person believes in Santa Claus, then this person’s faith is in vain because he is trusting someone who is not 

alive, is not even real and who does not even exist. If Jesus Christ is not alive, then believers are trusting in a 

Saviour who is dead and unable to help them.  Faith is only as good as the object of that faith. If you put your 

faith in a broken chair that is unable to hold any weight, then you will fall to the ground when you try to sit on 

it. It is foolish to put your faith in a broken chair. How much better to put your faith in a strong chair that can 

even hold a 400 pound man when he sits on it! How foolish it would be to put your faith in a dead Saviour!  

How wise it is to put your faith in a strong Saviour who is alive and who is able to save even the worst sinner!  

See 1 Timothy 1:15. 

5) If Christ did not rise again, then those who told us that He did are all liars. Think of the men who wrote the 

New Testament. Think of Matthew and John and Peter. All of these men wrote and said that Jesus Christ arose 

from the dead. Even the Apostle Paul, who wrote many New Testament books, said that Christ rose again and 

that he himself saw Him!  If the resurrection of Christ never really happened, then these men were LIARS (see 

1 Cor. 15:15 – "false witnesses"). They were either LIARS (those who knew Christ was dead but said that He 

was alive) or they were LUNATICS (deluded men who thought Christ was alive even though He really was not 

alive). The Bible would be of no value to us if it were written by men who were trying to deceive us (LIARS) or 

men who were themselves deceived and deluded (LUNATICS)! Read John 21:24. Are these the words of a 

deceiver or are these the words of a man who was an eyewitness and who was telling the truth? 

6) Christians worship the Lord on Sunday (the first day of the week) because this is the day that the Lord Jesus 

Christ rose again from the dead. Every Sunday we remember His resurrection and we are reminded that we 

serve a living Saviour and Lord. If Christ did not rise again from the dead, then Christians would be coming 

together every Sunday to remember something that never really happened! We would gather together on the 

first day of the week to worship a dead Saviour. How foolish! 

7) The resurrection had an important effect on man’s standing before God. If Christ did not rise again, then we 

would still be in our sins (1 Cor. 15:17). There would be no hope of salvation. There would be no forgiveness of 

sins. A dead Saviour cannot save or forgive anyone. Only a living Saviour has power to save (Hebrews 7:25). 

The sacrifice that satisfies must not end in death, but in life. Christ died on the cross but He is not still on the 

cross. He is risen! 

We may pretend that Jesus Christ did not really rise again. But pretending something does not change the facts! 

We know that the Lord Jesus rose again just as He said He would (see Matthew 28:6:   "He is risen A_____ 

H_______ S___________").  It is helpful to think about what would have been different if Christ did not rise 

again.  However, it is important to remember the fact that "Now is Christ risen from the dead!" --1 Cor. 15:20). 

It is a fact! It is true! It really happened! Over _____________ (how many?) people saw the living Christ with 

their own eyes (1 Cor. 15:6)! Therefore, He is not dead, the Bible is true, we do have good news, our faith is not 

in vain, those who first told of His resurrection were not liars, and on Sunday we worship a living Saviour who 

is able to give life to every one who believes in Him. Most of all, the Lord Jesus Christ is not a liar or a 

deceiver, but He is "the way, the truth and the life" (John 14:6). 
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False Ideas 

There are many people who try to prove that the Bible is false. They do not believe that Jesus Christ is living 

today and so they try to show that He never rose again from the dead. Let's think about some of these ideas and 

how foolish they are: 

(Note: We should also remember that most people, because of their unbelief and indifference and 

hardness of heart, do not even give much thought to the resurrection of Christ. They don't even try to 

disprove it, and they could not do this even if they tried. They ignore the fact of the resurrection, just as 

they ignore the Bible and just as they ignore the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ.) 

There are some (though not many) who might try to disprove the resurrection. They might say something like 

this: 

1) "The disciples stole the body of Jesus." 

This was one of the first ways of trying to explain away the fact of the empty tomb (see Matthew 28:11-15). But 

how could this ever have happened if there were guards watching the tomb? Also, if this were true then the 

disciples would have known that Jesus was dead. Why then did they go everywhere preaching that He was 

alive? Why were they even willing to suffer and die for what they preached? Men usually do not give their lives 

for what they know is a lie! 

Also the graveclothes (linen wrappings) were lying in a neat pile, perhaps in the very position in which the body 

had lain (see John 20:6-7). How could this be? If people had stolen the body, then what would you expect to 

find? They probably would have taken the whole body, graveclothes and all. Why would they take time to 

unwrap the body? If they did take time to unwrap the body, then we would expect to see the wrappings lying 

about in disarray or thrown in a heap in the corner. But this was not what the disciples found! 

  

2) "The women and then everyone else went to the wrong tomb." 

They got mixed up and went to the wrong tomb and found it to be empty. But did the women carefully observe 

where the tomb was (see Matthew 27:57-61)?  _______    Also if such a mistake had been made it is certain that 

the enemies of Christ would have quickly pointed it out: "You Christians who believe that Jesus is alive are all 

wrong! You went to the wrong tomb. We will show you where Jesus is really buried and we will even show you 

His dead body if you want us to." It is interesting that the enemies of Christ were never able to bring forth the 

body of Christ to prove that He was dead. The body was gone and the tomb was empty. 

3) "Jesus did not really die on the cross.  He seemed to be dead but He was not truly dead. After they put 

His body in the grave He got stronger and was able to get up and come forth out of the tomb." 

This is very silly! When the Roman soldiers came to the center cross, was the Lord dead or alive (John 19:33)? 

________________   What did one soldier do to make sure that He was really dead (John19:34)? 

________________________________________________________________  No one could recover from 

that kind of spear wound! 
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4) "People thought that they saw Christ but they really did not. Their minds were playing 
tricks on them." 

It is true that sometimes people's minds can play tricks on them, and they might imagine that they saw 

something or heard something. Such a thing could happen to one person or perhaps even two or three people, 

but the Lord Jesus Christ appeared to more than ___________ people at one time (1 Cor. 15:6)! He was also 

seen by several other groups of people at different times. It is impossible that so many people could all think 

that they saw Christ when they really did not. Such "mass hallucinations" and "mass visions" are impossible. 

  

5) "Jesus does live today but this does not mean that His body was raised again from the 
dead. Jesus lives today because His influence lives on. He lives on in the memories and in the 
hearts of those whose lives He touched." 

These people do not really believe in the resurrection. They do not believe that the body of Christ rose again 

from the grave. Instead they believe that "His spirit lives on" or "His influence lives on" or "His memory lives 

on" or "the good that He did lives on" etc. They do not believe that Jesus Christ lives today in a glorified, 

resurrection body. 

This wrong idea drags the Lord down and makes Him like any other famous man of history. We would say that 

George Washington lives on or that the Apostle Paul lives on in the same way that Christ lives on. But what 

happened to Christ was unique and different and special. 

Think again of the living Christ who appeared to over 500 people (1 Cor. 15:6). Was this Christ merely a 

"spirit" or "ghost" or "influence" or "memory" or was He a real person with a real body? 

________________________________________ Could His body be touched or handled (Luke 24:39)? 

________ Could He walk along a real road (Luke 24:15)? ________ Could His disciples see and feel that He 

had real flesh and real bones (Luke 24:39)? ________ Could He cook real food (John 21:9)? _______ Could He 

eat real food (Luke 24:42)? _______ Could the marks and scars of His sufferings be seen and felt (John 

20:25,27)? ________ 

Also, if Jesus did not bodily come alive from the dead, then why was the body of Christ missing? Why was the 

tomb empty? Why were the enemies of Christ unable to find the body? Of course, the real reason the body 

could not be found is very simple:   The body was gone!  Christ had risen indeed! 

By the resurrection Jesus Christ proved that He was everything that He said He was. He was the Son of God, 

the Saviour of the world. The Jewish people often asked Christ to give them a great sign or miracle which 

would prove that He was really the Messiah and that He was really the Son of God: 

 

See John 2:18-22. What sign did Jesus give to them? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

See Matthew 12:38- 40. What sign did Jesus give to them? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Yes, the resurrection is the great proof that Jesus Christ is God, that the Bible is true and that the cross is the 

only way to be saved. No one has ever disproved the resurrection. It is one of the great facts of history. The 

birth of Christ was a fact of history and our calendars are dated based on this fact. The death of Christ was a fact 

of history and reliable historians are all agreed that Jesus died on a Roman cross. The resurrection of Christ was 
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just as much a fact of history. Some people deny this fact and say it never happened, but they do this for only 

one reason: UNBELIEF!   There is plenty of solid evidence, and there are many eye-witness accounts, but they 

refuse to believe and they usually refuse to look at the evidence. They are blinded to the facts because of their 

unbelief. 

  

The Miracle of Changed Lives 

The resurrection of Christ was the greatest miracle of all time. This great miracle also resulted in many other 

miracles. Let’s think about some of the lives that were changed because of the power of the living Saviour: 

1) Cowardly Peter became courageous Peter. 

Peter cowardly denied Christ _____________ (how many?) times (see Luke 22:54-62). Only 53 days later he 

boldly proclaimed and confessed Christ before thousands of people (Acts 2:22,23,24,36,40,41)! Imprisonments 

and terrible threats by the Jewish leaders could not keep this fearless preacher silent (Acts 4:1-21; 5:27-32; 

5:41-42)!  Something happened! What do you think made the difference? 

2) Doubting Thomas became convinced Thomas. 

Thomas refused to believe in the resurrection unless he could actually see and touch the risen Christ (John 

20:24-25). This man later became a great preacher who was convinced that Jesus Christ was alive.  History tells 

us that Thomas had a great preaching ministry in India.  Something happened! What do you think made the 

difference? 

3) The Fearful Disciples became the fearless apostles. 

At the time of the arrest of Christ the eleven disciples ran like scared rabbits (Matthew 26:56). Weeks later these 

same men became powerful, bold preachers who were even willing to die for what they believed and for what 

they preached! Something happened! What do you think made the difference? 

4) Unbelieving James becomes believing James. 

James was the Lord’s half-brother (the son of Joseph and Mary). According to John 7:5, was James a believer 

or an unbeliever? __________________________ Later this same man became a believer and a faithful servant 

of Jesus Christ and a leader of the great church in Jerusalem. Something happened! What do you think made 

the difference? See 1 Corinthians 15:7. 

5) Enemy Saul became the Apostle Paul 

Saul of Tarsus was a great enemy of the church of Christ. His life was devoted to destroying Christians (Acts 

8:1-3; 9:1-2; 1 Cor. 15:9; 1 Tim. 1:13). One day Saul journeyed to the city of Damascus, but before he arrived 

something happened which drastically changed his life (Acts 9:1-9; 1 Cor. 15:8). The Church’s great persecutor 

and enemy became the Church’s great apostle. Everywhere he went he preached about the Christ whom he had 

once persecuted and hated. Something happened! What do you think made the difference? 

Has the living Christ made a difference in your life? Has something happened to you? Has your life been 

changed by the power of the living Christ? 
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Today there are hundreds and thousands of people who can gladly share that Christ has changed their lives. By 

the power of the living Christ they have turned from sin to the Saviour. 

One day the great Bible teacher Harry A. Ironside was preaching in a certain place. Dr. Ironside noticed a man 

in the crowd writing a message on a card. Later this card was presented to him by one of the ushers. It was then 

that Ironside discovered that the man who penned it was none other than Arthur Lewis, a man who went around 

different places trying to prove that Christianity was not true. This man proposed a challenge and suggested that 

they debate whether Christianity was really true. He offered to pay all the expenses involved. 

Dr. Ironsides read the card aloud to his audience and then he replied, "I will accept on these conditions: First, 

that you promise to bring with you to the platform one man who was once an outcast, a slave to sinful habits, 

but who heard you or some unbeliever like you speak, and was helped by it, and cast away his sins, and became 

a new man and is today a respected member of society--all because of your unbelief. Second, that you will 

agree to bring with you one woman who was lost to all purity and goodness, but who can now share that she 

heard your message and she now hates what is impure and she loves what is right--and all of these because of a 

disbelief in the Bible. Sir, if you will agree to do this, I promise to be there with one hundred men and women, 

once just such lost souls, who heard the Gospel of the grace of God, believed it, and have now found new life 

and joy in Jesus Christ our Saviour. Will you accept my terms?" 

The man looked confused and silently left the room. Rejection of Christ and unbelief do not change lives.  

Only the risen, living Christ can do that! 

Jesus Christ is living today! Have you met Him? Do you know Him? What has He done for you? 
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CHAPTER 13 

Where Is He Now? 

  

The Lord Jesus Christ arose! He lives! He Himself said, "I am He that  _________________ and was dead; and, 

behold, I am _____________ for  ________________________, Amen" (Revelation 1:18). He is forever alive! 

The Bible says, "He E_________  L_______________" (Hebrews 7:25), but WHERE IS HE NOW?  We do 

not see Him in our world today. Why not? What happened? Where did He go? Where is He today? What is He 

doing? 

In 1 Peter 3:22 we are told where the Lord Jesus went:  "who (Jesus Christ) is ____________ into 

__________________ , and is on the  _________________    ________________ of God, angels and 

authorities and powers being made subject unto Him." According to this verse, where is He today? 

__________________________________________________________ 

We have already studied the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. The following time chart shows 

some of the important events that took place in those days: 

 

In Acts chapter 1 we see that the Lord ASCENDED (went up) and in Acts chapter 2 we see that the Holy Spirit 

DESCENDED (came down). Note: Both of these words can be found in Romans 10:6-7 and in Ephesians 4:9-

10. Sometimes we talk about our Lord’s ascension, which means His going up or His returning to heaven. 

  

Why Did the Lord Linger for 40 Days? 

After the resurrection why didn’t the Lord return to heaven immediately? Why did He wait 40 days? What did 

He do during these 40 days? 

The passage in the Bible which tells us about these 40 days is Acts 1:2-3. To help you understand these verses, 

here is a chart: 
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During this forty-day period the Lord Jesus convinced the disciples and others that He was really alive! Did you 

know that after the resurrection there were many people (including the disciples) who doubted and who were 

not convinced that Jesus was alive?  Thomas was not the only one who did not believe. There were others. In 

fact, all four of the gospels tell us about certain ones who did not believe or who doubted. In the following 

passages, see if you can find the verses which tell us about those who doubted or disbelieved the resurrection: 

1. Matthew 28:16-18 

Verse(s) showing doubt or disbelief:__________________________________ 

   

2. Mark 16:9-14  

Verse(s) showing doubt or disbelief:______________________________________ 

   

3. Luke 24:6-12,18-27  

Verse(s) showing doubt or disbelief:______________________________________ 

   

4. John 20:24-29 

Verse(s) showing doubt or disbelief:______________________________________  

Consider this last passage in John. Did "doubting Thomas" become "convinced Thomas"?   _______   Why? 

What caused him to be convinced that Jesus was alive?   

_______________________________________________   There were others who needed to be convinced just 

like Thomas. 

When the apostles (disciples) went forth to preach after the Holy Spirit came, what message of good news did 

they boldly proclaim? (See Acts 4:2 and see also Acts 2:24,32; 3:15,26; 4:10; etc.)  

__________________________________________________________________ 

These men needed to know for sure that their Saviour and Lord was alive. Otherwise they would go forth to 

preach with a very uncertain message: 
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The disciples and others were eyewitnesses of the resurrection. They saw the risen Lord with their very own 

eyes, and they were convinced that He was alive. During this forty-day period the Lord appeared to certain 

people at different times and in different ways to prove that He was alive. At the end of these 40 days there 

were no more doubters among these people.  They were convinced! 

  

Peek-a-boo 

What did the Lord do during these 40 days? Did He spend all of these days with the disciples? Was He with 

them every minute of every day? Did they always know where He was? 

Most of the time Jesus was not with the disciples. During these 40 days He was absent more than He was 

present. During this period of time He appeared to them at different times and in different places. Sometimes He 

appeared to many; sometimes He appeared to few. Sometimes He appeared to them in the early morning, 

sometimes in broad daylight and sometimes in the evening. Sometimes He appeared to them in Judaea;  He also 

appeared to them in Galilee (see your Bible maps). The appearances never lasted very long, but long enough so 

that those who saw Him knew for sure that He was alive. 

Why did the Lord do this? What was He trying to teach His disciples? 

Did you ever play "peek-a-boo" with your little baby brother or sister? This is a favorite game that parents like 

to play with little ones, and it teaches the child something that is very important. The baby is learning that the 

person is still there even though the person can't be seen. For example, Daddy can’t be seen at all, then all of a 

sudden Daddy’s big face appears and he says, "PEEKABOO!" The baby smiles and laughs and begins to learn 

that Daddy was really there all the time. 

For a period of 40 days the Lord Jesus was teaching His disciples through His appearances and disappearances. 

He would appear and then disappear. They would see Him, but then He would be gone! One time it says that 

"He ________________________ out of their _______________" (Luke 24:31). They would see Him on 

different occasions, but usually they did not see Him. 
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Please supply the correct verses for the following: 

One time Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene (see John 20).   _______________________________ 

One time He appeared to the disciples when Thomas was absent (see John 20).  

________________________ 

One time He appeared to the disciples with Thomas present (see John 20). 

____________________________ 

One time He appeared to two other disciples as they were walking (see Luke 24). 

___________________________  

One time He appeared to seven disciples by the Sea of Tiberias (the Sea of Galilee) -- (see John 21) 

________________ 

One time He appeared to more than 500 people at one time (see 1  Corinthians 15). _________________ 

One time He appeared to Saul of Tarsus (Paul) -- (see Acts 9)     ____________________ 

Most of the time they did not see the Lord. He was out of sight more than He was in sight. Why? He wanted to 

teach them that He was with them even though they could not see Him! This was a very important lesson for 

them to learn. Soon the 40 days would be over and the Lord Jesus would leave His disciples and return to 

heaven. Would He really be leaving them? What promise did the Lord give to them as found in Matthew 28:20? 

"Lo, I am  ___________     _________      ___________________, even unto the end of the world (age)."    He 

would be at the right hand of God in heaven (1 Pet. 3:22) but He would also be present with His disciples. How 

can He be both there and here at the same time? He can do this because He is God! According to Mark 16:19, 

where is the Lord Jesus?  ______________________________________________________ But in the very 

next verse (Mark 16:20) we learn that the Lord Jesus was working with His disciples on earth! He was present 

and active, though unseen.   

Can you see the Lord Jesus Christ today? Is He with you even though you cannot see Him? When is He with 

you? How do you know this for sure? (see Hebrews 13:5 and compare Psalm 23:4)? 

______________________________________________  Why is He with you? For how long will He be with 

you? 

  

Special Commands are Given 

Another reason for this forty-day period is seen in Acts 1:2-3. We are told that the Lord Jesus "had given 

C___________________________________ unto the apostles whom He had chosen."  When did He give these 

commandments?   Acts 1:2 tells us that these commandments were given before He was taken up into heaven. 

Acts 1:3 tells us that these commandments were given after His passion (His death on the cross) and after His 

resurrection. 

Thus these commands were given during the forty-day period between the resurrection and the ascension. The 

Lord Jesus wanted to show that He was alive (Acts 1:3) and He wanted to show His apostles what He wanted 

them to do. He gave them their orders, their commands, their instructions. 
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People often remember the last words that a person says. The disciples did not forget the last words that Jesus 

gave to them before He returned to heaven, His final instructions and commands. Today we call these 

commands the Great Commission. 

The word "apostles" (see Acts 1:2) means "sent ones." They were sent by Jesus Christ. The Father had sent 

Christ into the world and Christ sent His disciples into the world: 

 

 

Why were the disciples sent? What were they to do? What commands were they given? What was their job to 

be?  If you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, what are you to be doing in this world? 

The answer is found in Mark 16:15. Let us first think about what this verse does not say: 

Go ye into all the world and tell people to love their neighbors and do good to other people. 

Go ye into all the world and preach the Ten Commandments and tell people to obey these laws. 

Go ye into all the world and feed the hungry, build houses for the poor and build hospitals for the sick. 

Go ye into all the world and try to change the world and make it a better place to live. 

What does Mark 16:15 actually say? 

 

"Go ye into all the world and 

_____________________________________________________________________________________" 

(Mark 16:15). 

The word "gospel" means "good news, glad tidings."  What is the good news that Christ’s disciples are to 

preach (see 1 Cor.15:1-4)? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The good news is all about Jesus Christ and what He did. If you take away Jesus Christ then you have no good 

news and no gospel. 
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Why is the death of Christ on the cross good news (see1 Cor. 15:3)? What is so good about His death? What 

good things has His death done for you? Are you thankful that He died? Why? How do 1 Peter 3:18 and 2 

Corinthians 5:21 help in understanding the death of Christ and what this accomplished for the believer? If 

Christ had not died, why would this be bad news? 

Why is the resurrection of Christ from the dead good news (see 1 Cor. 15:14)? Why is His resurrection 

important to you? Are you thankful that He lives? Why? If Christ had not risen from the dead, why would this 

have been bad news (see 1 Cor. 15:13-19)? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Is it important to believe that Jesus Christ rose again from the dead (Romans 10:9-10)? ______ 

Do you know people that need to hear the gospel? Do you have friends that need to hear the gospel and need to 

believe the gospel? God wants to use you to share the good news with others. 

  

The Ascension 

The "going up" of the Lord Jesus into heaven is described in Acts 1:9-11. Who were these two men dressed in 

white? _____________ These men helped the disciples to understand what was happening. Did the Lord Jesus 

go away permanently (so as to never come back) or is He someday going to return? 

_______________________________________________ He went up, and some day He is going to come 

down!   He’ll be gone, but He will return! He left, but He's coming back! This world has not seen the last of the 

Lord Jesus Christ. This world will someday see Him again. His first coming is history. He already came. His 

second coming is prophecy.  It has not yet happened, but God said that it will happen, so we know it surely 

will.   He will come again. 

See John 14:3. The Lord Jesus said: "I go...I will come again." Where did He go (John14:2)? 

___________________________________________________________________________ What is He doing 

there (John 14:2)? _____________________________________________________  Why will He come again 

(John14:3)? ____________________________________________________ Those who are truly believers 

(verse 1) have a wonderful heavenly expectation (verse 3). 

While the Lord Jesus is absent from the earth, whom does He send to be with the believers and to be in the 

believers? (See John 14:16-18; 15:26; 16:5-11.) 

_____________________________________________________________________________ The Lord Jesus 

left but the Spirit of God came. Where the Spirit of God is, there is Jesus also (Romans 8:9). If the Spirit is with 

us then Christ is with us, and this is exactly what our Lord said (Matthew 28:20).  Even though we cannot see 

Him, He is with us! 

  

Can People See the Lord Jesus Today? 

There are some people today who claim that they have seen Jesus or that Jesus has appeared unto them. Does 

the Lord Jesus really appear to people today? And if He does, why does He appear to some and not to others? 

According to the Bible, should we expect to see the Lord Jesus today? In John 16:10 the Lord made a clear 

statement about His present day visibility:   "I go to my _________________ and ye _______ me N______   
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M__________."  According to these words, if the Lord Jesus has gone to His Father, should we expect to see 

Him?  _____ 

The Lord Jesus appeared to men for a period of 40 days, as we have already studied. He then returned to His 

Heavenly Father. The time of His appearances is over. He is not appearing to men on earth today. He is not 

making Himself visible to men on earth today. People may say that they have seen Christ but this does not mean 

that they really have. We need to go by what the Bible says, no matter what people may think they have seen or 

experienced. 

Today how should believers live--by faith or by sight (2 Cor. 5:7)? ___________________  Thomas walked by 

sight and believed because he saw with his eyes (John 20:24-29). In John 20:29 the Lord said, "Blessed are they 

that have _______ seen, and yet have _________________________."   Are you convinced that Jesus Christ is 

living today? How can you be so sure? Have you ever seen Him? 

I know so because God said so! We can be sure, not because we have seen, but because we have believed what 

God has said. God’s Word is sure and we need to "Amen!" what God has said. If the Bible says that He is alive 

today, does that settle it for you? If you refuse to believe until you see the Lord, then you may wait a long time! 

And when you do see Him, it will be too late to believe! Why? 

Consider 1 Peter 1:8 which tells us the relationship that believers now have to their Lord who is in heaven. Do 

we see Him?   ______  Do we love Him? _____ Do we believe? _______ Do we rejoice? _______   In 1 Peter 

1:7 we are reminded that someday we will see Him because He will appear!  The Lord will not stay in heaven 

forever! He will return! Will all the believers see Him then (1 John 3:2; Titus 2:13)? _____   Indeed, when 

Christ returns to this earth as King, the Bible says that "every _______ shall _______ Him" (Revelation 1:7). 

No one will doubt whether He is alive then. 

  

How Long Will He Be Gone? 

How long will the Lord Jesus be gone from this earth? How long will it be until He returns? The disciples asked 

a similar question in Acts 1:6 and the answer is found in verse 7:   "It is ________ for you to know the 

______________ or the ______________________ which the Father hath put in His own power." 

There are some things that God has not told us (see Matthew 24:36,42). God wants us to be ready for His Son 

whenever He should come. If God were to tell us that His Son would return in ten years, then we would 

probably not get ready for His return until the last minute! God does not want us to "get ready."   He wants us 

to "be ready" at all times! We need to look for and long for and love His appearing whenever it might be (2 

Timothy 4:8). 

The story is told about a certain man who visited a small one-room country school. He made the promise that he 

would give a prize to the student whose desk was found in the very best order when he came back. He gave no 

indication, not even a hint, when it would be.  He had just left the room when one of the students announced 

that she meant to win the prize. She was a girl whose desk was usually a mess. Her schoolmates laughed at her 

saying, "Why Mary, your desk is always out of order. It’s never clean." "But, starting right now," Mary 

responded, "I’m going to clean it every Monday morning." "But, supposing our visitor comes at the end of the 

week?" someone asked. "Well then," Mary said, "I’ll clean it up every morning." "But, what if he comes at the 

end of the day?" Then her face lit up and she said, "I know what I’ll do. I’ll just keep it clean all the time!" 

The Lord Jesus Christ may come at any time. Therefore we must keep our lives clean and pure for Him all the 

time! Are you ready right now for His return? 


