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CHAPTER 1 

The Birthday Of The Church 

(Acts 1-2) 

The New Testament begins with the FOUR GOSPELS (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John). What is the fifth book 

of the New Testament? ________ The four gospels tell us about the life of Christ until the day when He was 

taken up into heaven. The book of Acts tells us about the life of the early Church, when the risen Christ was 

doing great and mighty things in and through men such as Peter and Paul: 

 

The ACTS OF THE APOSTLES should really be called THE ACTS OF JESUS CHRIST because as we read 

the book of Acts we see the Lord Jesus Christ working and acting in and through His chosen apostles (men such 

as Peter, John and Paul). 

The Lord Jesus Christ is still working and "acting" today.  To do His work, He uses willing hands, mouths, 

tongues, feet and minds because HE WORKS THROUGH PEOPLE (He works through His Church). Just as He 

worked through Peter, John, Stephen and Paul, so He can work through you!  Are you allowing the living Lord 

to work in and through you (Hebrews 13:21; Philippians 2:13)? 

In the first twelve chapters of this book (ACTS 1-12) the Apostle Peter is the main actor, or the main character, 

that you read about. In the remaining part of the book (ACTS 13-28) the Apostle Paul is the main actor or 

character that you read about: 
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ACTS 1-12 ACTS 13-28 

Mostly about Peter Mostly About Paul 

Peter and Paul were not "SUPER MEN", but they were people just like we are, and God used them in a 

wonderful way.  Both Peter and Paul demonstrated the outworking of the life of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The 

same God who used Peter and Paul and worked through in and through their lives is the same God who is 

willing to use us today. 

God’s Wonderful Promise 

In Acts 1:4 we read about a wonderful promise which God gave. God promised that there would come a day 

when He would send the Holy Spirit (who is also called THE COMFORTER). In John’s gospel, quickly look 

through chapters 14, 15 and 16 and see if you can find verses where God promises to send the Holy Spirit (the 

Comforter): 

John 14, verses _______________________ 

John 15, verses _______________________ 

John 16, verses _______________________ 

The Lord Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would come to live in them. The Spirit would also TEACH them 

and COMFORT them, and GUIDE them into all truth. Christ would leave the disciples, but the Holy Spirit 

would come to them. Christ would go up (go back to heaven) but the Holy Spirit would come down. 

The Waiting Period 

Many times we need to wait for God’s promises to come to pass. In Acts 1:4 the disciples were told to 

___________ for the promise of the Father (they were to sit still and wait!). In Luke 24:49 they were told the 

same thing (the word "tarry" also means to wait). 

Have you ever had to WAIT for a person to come? Perhaps you have gone to an airport or a bus station, and you 

had to wait until someone arrived. There is often a waiting period (sometimes five minutes, sometimes an hour, 

sometimes an even longer time). When the person arrived, did you have to wait any longer? _______ 

Before the Lord Jesus returned to heaven, He told the disciples that they would have to wait for a PERSON (the 

Holy Spirit) and that this WAITING PERIOD would be for several days (see Acts 1:5). This is illustrated as 

follows: 

 



  
Page 4 

 
  

 

The Mighty Power 

In Luke 24:49 the disciples were told to WAIT (tarry) until they were endued with ______________ from on 

high. The Holy Spirit is God and He is Almighty. He possesses the mighty power of God (compare Acts 1:8). 

Without the Holy Spirit there would be no power to live for Jesus and to be His witnesses. Trying to do the 

work of God without the Holy Spirit is like trying to drive a car without gas or trying to run a battery operated 

toy or game without the batteries! It’s impossible! It just will not work! You must have the energy and power or 

you will go nowhere and accomplish nothing! Jesus said, "Without ME, ye can do ______________" (John 

15:5).  Without God's enabling power, we can do nothing. 

There used to be a cartoon program about "Popeye the Sailor." Whenever he would eat SPINACH, he would 

become very strong and powerful and he would do amazing things! Without the spinach he was very weak! He 

got his power and strength from the spinach.   Believers receive power only from God. Believers are very 

powerful with the Holy Spirit working in them. Without the Spirit’s working, THEY CAN DO NOTHING! 

The Promise of Christ’s Coming 

There is another great promise given in Acts chapter 1. It is found in verse 11. Jesus had just ascended (gone 

up) into heaven. As the disciples were looking up into heaven, two angels spoke to them and gave them a 

wonderful promise. The same Jesus who went up is going to come again. In the same way that He went up, so 

He will come down. This is illustrated as follows:  

 

The Day of Pentecost 

God promised that there would come a day when He would send His Holy Spirit. This great event happened on 

the DAY OF P____________________ (Acts 2:1). For the Jewish people, there were three great feasts held 

every year (the Passover, the feast of Tabernacles and Pentecost). There were other feasts too, but these were 

the most important ones. Pentecost was one of these great feast days, and Jews from all over the Roman empire 

would gather to the city of Jerusalem to celebrate this important feast (see Acts 2:5). This important day is 

described in Leviticus 23:15-22. It was a special day in Old Testament times, but as we read Acts chapter 2 we 

see that this day became even more special.  Fifty days after Jesus rose again from the dead and ten days after 

Jesus went back to heaven, God did something wonderful.  He sent the Holy Spirit to live in the hearts of 

believers and to form something brand new: THE CHURCH. 



  
Page 5 

 
  

Three Unusual Happenings 

God wanted to make it very clear that this was an extra special day. God was doing something wonderful, and 

He wanted people to know about it. There were three extra-special things which God did on the day of 

Pentecost: 

1) Noise Like Wind 

As the believers were together on the day of Pentecost, suddenly there came a sound (or noise) from heaven 

which was like a mighty, rushing wind (see Acts 2:2). This noise did not come from a hurricane or a storm, but 

it came from heaven. God wanted every one to know that He was doing something very special, very unique. 

In the Bible the Holy Spirit is compared to the wind (read John 3:8). The wind is invisible; we cannot see it. But 

the invisible wind is able to do amazing things: it pushes a sailboat across the lake, keeps a kite high in the air, 

turns a windmill, and does many other things. We cannot see the wind, but we can see what the wind does. 

The Holy Spirit is invisible. We cannot see the Holy Spirit. When God sent the Holy Spirit on the day of 

Pentecost, He caused a great noise to be heard like the wind. He wanted the disciples to know that something 

very special was happening. If God had not done this the disciples might have said, "I wonder if the Holy Spirit 

really came. We didn’t see anything and we didn’t hear anything. Did something really happen?" God made it 

very clear that on this day something special was really happening! 

2) Tongues Like Fire 

Not only could the disciples HEAR something amazing, but they could also SEE something amazing (see Acts 

2:3). They could see tongues that were like fire! These tongues separated and came to rest upon each believer 

that was there. God was doing something very special! 

Sometimes the Holy Spirit is compared to fire (see 1 Thess. 5:19–the Holy Spirit can be quenched just as a fire 

can be quenched). God wants to light up each believer with the flame of His wonderful presence. According to 

Acts 2:3 God was doing a work in each believer and not one was left out. Every disciple had a tongue like a 

flame resting over him. God wanted everyone to know that He was doing something special and that every 

believer was included in this special work. 

3) Different Languages 

God did something else very special on that day. In Acts 2:4 we learn that they were all filled with the Holy 

Spirit and began to speak with ____________      _______________ (different languages). Read Acts 2:4-11. 

What an amazing miracle! God enabled these people of Galilee to speak in many different languages--

languages which they had never learned and did not even know. God was doing something unusual on this day. 

The Church Was Born 

When the Holy Spirit came, the Church was born. The Holy Spirit came to live in a body of believers, and this 

body is called the Church. After Peter preached, how many believed and were saved (Acts 2:41)? 

___________________________________ The Church was growing. After this God continued to A______  to 

His church every day (Acts 2:47). Jesus once said, "I WILL _____________ MY CHURCH" (Matthew 16:18). 

He began building the Church on the day of Pentecost and He has been building His Church ever since.  Every 

time a person is saved, a new member is added to His Church (1 Cor. 12:13).  Someday the building will be 

completed and He will come and take us to heaven (1 Thess. 4:13-18). 
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From a Coward to a Courageous Preacher 

Who was the COWARD who denied the Lord three times (Luke 22:55-62? ____________  Less than two 

months later came the day of Pentecost. Who was the brave man who courageously stood up and preached to 

thousands of Jews--even to the very people who had crucified Christ (Acts 2:14)? ______________ God did a 

great work in this man’s heart! The God who changed Peter is the God who can change us too (by the power of 

His Holy Spirit)! 

  

God Is Doing Something Special Today! 

The day of Pentecost was a special day and the beginning of God’s impartation into the Body of Christ His 

Holy Spirit to mobilize the Church as Witness’ of His Kingdom. Although not all the evidences have been the 

same as on that inaugural day there have been repeated outpourings both in the Book of Acts and throughout 

Church History. (Acts 8:14-19, 9:17, 10:44-46, 19:2-6) Although an individual receives the indwelling presence 

of the Holy Spirit at the time of Salvation there is the Special Promise (Gift) of the Father that Jesus said would 

come to empower the believer for service in the kingdom of God.  

What is that Special Promise? __________________________________ (Acts 1:5-8)  

Who are the recipients? ___________________________________ (Acts 1:8, 2:4, 2:39)  

With what were the disciples filled? _________________________________ (Acts 2:4)  

By reading the cross referenced scriptures in the Book of Acts what initial evidence transpired when the 

believers were filled with the Power of the Holy Spirit? ________________________________. An ideal way 

to understand the different experiences of the Holy Spirit is through His work at Salvation and the Covering for 

Service in the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. A good way to understand this is that the Seal of the Holy Spirit at 

Salvation sets an individual into the Body of Christ and the Baptism in the Holy Spirit empowers the individual 

for Service unto God.   

How do you show that the Holy Spirit is living in you? An important factor to remember is that the Holy 

Spirit not only empowers the individual to perform service but most importantly empowers the growth of good 

fruit that identifies to the world of a changed nature. (Galatians 5:22-23) 

Today, how do you know that the Holy Spirit is living in you? See 1 Corinthians 6:19; Romans 8:9 and 2 

Timothy 1:14. I know the Holy Spirit dwells in me because 

______________________________________________________ I KNOW SO because God SAID SO! I 

have God’s sure Word that tells me so. 
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CHAPTER 2 

The Healing of a Lame Man 

(Acts 3-4) 

 The Healing Miracle 

The Holy Spirit had come! The Church had been born! God was working and acting through His apostles. In 

this chapter we will see how God worked through Peter and John in a special way. 

Often when a surgeon is about to operate he will put on a pair of gloves. He then begins to work through these 

gloves to do his operation. The gloves do whatever the skillful surgeon wants them to do. How much can the 

gloves do without the surgeon? _______________ How much can the believer do without Christ (John 15:5)? 

_____________ God wanted to work through Peter and John, just as a surgeon wants to work through a pair of 

gloves. 

It would be silly for the gloves to say, "Look how great we are! We have just performed a successful operation 

and we have saved a person’s life!"  What they really should say, if they could talk, would be something like 

this: "We are nothing but a pair of gloves, but we have a great surgeon who works through us to accomplish 

great things. He is the one who does it, but we are thankful that he uses us to do his surgical work!" Peter and 

John knew that they were nothing, but that they had a great God who was using them in a great way! 

One day (some time after the day of Pentecost) Peter and John were going to the temple in Jerusalem. Why 

were they going there (Acts 3:1)? ____________________ It was about 3:00 p.m. in the afternoon (the ninth 

hour). 

At the gate of the temple there was a lame beggar (Acts 3:2). This man was crippled and he could not walk. 

Every day he had to be carried to the gate of the temple where he could beg and ask for money from those who 

were entering the temple. The Bible tells us that this man was more than  _______________  years old (Acts 

4:22). 

Some people become crippled as the result of an accident or an injury. For example, a person could be lame as a 

result of a car accident, a fall from a tree or an injury received in battle. Other people are born with certain 

physical disabilities and problems. Was this man born lame or did he become lame later on in life (Acts 3:2)? 

______________________________________ Compare John 9:1. 

Day after day, year after year, this man sat at the gate of the temple. He hoped that the people going into the 

temple would hear him begging and that they would stop and give him some money. He hoped that people 

would have mercy on him and give him that which would meet his physical needs. 

On this particular day, who were about to go into the temple (Acts 3:3)? 

_________________________________  The lame beggar spoke to these two men as they passed him, hoping 

that they might stop and give him something. 

They did stop (Acts 3:4).  Peter stared right at this man and said, "Look on us." 

This man was encouraged. He expected to receive something from them (Acts 3:5). What do you think he 

expected to receive from them? _____________________________________________  Do you think that he 

expected that they would heal him of the lameness that had crippled him for his entire life? ______ 
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What was Peter able to give to this man (see Acts 3:6 and circle the correct answer): 

a.  Silver 

b. Gold 

c.  Food 

d.  A miracle of healing 

e.  Nothing 

Peter did not have a gift of money to give to this man, but Peter did have a gift of healing (see 1 Corinthians 

12:9) which he used on this man. Was this man going to receive something better than silver and gold? ______ 

What did Peter tell this lame man to do (Acts 3:6)? "R________  up and W_________." Peter told this man to 

do something that he had never done in his entire life! 

Did it take a long time for this man to be healed or did it happen immediately (Acts 3:7)? 

_______________________________ The Lord did a wonderful thing! 

First the man stood, then he began to walk, and soon he even began to leap and jump for joy! For the first time 

his feet and legs were able to support his body. Was this man thankful to God for what had happened (Acts 3:8-

9)? _______ 

Right away the people noticed this man leaping and praising God. Did the people recognize that this was the 

poor beggar that sat at the gate of the temple (Acts 3:10)? _______ They knew this man well. Every time they 

entered the temple, he was there! And he had been there for years. They were used to seeing him begging, but 

they were greatly surprised to see him LEAPING! 

Think of one of your friends in school. What would you think if you came into your class one day and saw your 

friend flying around like Peter Pan or Superman. You would be surprised and shocked! It would be impossible 

for your friend to fly. It was impossible for this lame man to walk and leap, but "with God 

___________________ shall be _____________________" (Luke 1:37). God did a wonderful thing and made 

the impossible possible for this man, and the people were filled with "W____________ and A 

__________________" (Acts 3:10). 

The people had one great question on their minds: HOW DID THIS HAPPEN? Peter would soon answer this 

question. 

  

The Powerful Message 

Hundreds of amazed people came together to find out how this man was made whole. How did Peter explain 

this healing miracle? Did he boast and take full credit for it himself by saying, "I want you all to know that Peter 

the Fisherman is the GREAT HEALER! I want you all to see this amazing miracle which I have done by my 

own power"?  Is this what Peter said (see Acts 3:12)? _____ Peter knew that he was just the GLOVE; he was 

not the SURGEON! This miracle was done in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 3:16). 

As Christians, we should not go around telling people how great we are. Instead we should tell them how great 

our Saviour is! We should not point to ourselves, but we should point to the Saviour. This is what Peter and 

John did. 
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Think again of this lame man. He was over ______ years old (Acts 4:22). For years and years he must have 

wondered why God allowed him to be born crippled. All those years he could do nothing but beg, and life was 

probably very difficult for him. But God had a wonderful purpose in all of this. This lameness was for the glory 

of God--that people might know how great God really is. If this man had never been lame, then he could not 

have been healed. Because this man was healed, thousands of people were able to hear the good news of 

salvation. Peter preached to these people and told them that the God who took away this man’s lameness was 

the same God who could take away their sins (see Acts 3:19,26). 

Because of this miracle of healing, many people were able to hear the good news of salvation, and those who 

believed this good news were healed spiritually and given eternal life. Has the living God healed you and made 

you whole? 

God was adding to His Church in a wonderful way. According to Acts 4:4, the total number of men in the 

church was about  ________  thousand. Remember that on the day of Pentecost the total number of believers 

(men and women) was about ________ thousand (Acts 2:41). Christ was building His church (Matthew 16:18). 

There were many people who believed on Christ the day the lame man was healed. Is God still adding to His 

Church today? 

Many in the crowd that Peter addressed were the same people who not long before had demanded that Christ be 

put to death. These were the same people who had shouted, "CRUCIFY HIM! CRUCIFY HIM! WE HAVE NO 

KING BUT CAESAR!"  Now brave Peter stood up before these people and told them this: "The One that you 

crucified (Acts 3:13-15) is now alive (Acts 3:15,26), and He wants to bless you and save you from your sins 

(Acts 3:19,26)." This was GOOD NEWS!  

God is different from us. If we were in God's place we might choose to judge and destroy those people who 

crucified the Son of God. God desired to save them and forgive them (compare 1 Tim. 2:4). 

The Unfair Arrest 

As Peter and John were speaking to the people, the religious leaders came up to them (Acts 4:1). Were they 

filled with joy that Peter and John were teaching the people about the good news of salvation (Acts 4:2)? _____ 

Were they rejoicing that Jesus rose again from the dead (Acts 4:2)? _____  These men took Peter and John and 

put them in jail overnight (Acts 4:3)! 

Usually a person is put in jail because of some BAD DEED which he has done. Peter and John were put in jail 

because of a G_________   D________  which was done to a lame man (Acts 4:9). Usually a person is arrested 

if he has killed someone. Peter and John were arrested because they healed someone! What an unfair arrest! 

These same religious leaders were the ones who had arrested Christ, the One who was H_________ and 

J_________ (righteous) and Who had never done anything wrong (Acts 3:14). 

These religious leaders asked Peter and John how they did this miracle (Acts 4:7). In Peter’s answer, did he 

point to himself or did he point to Jesus (Acts 4:10)? _____________________ Peter told these men that the 

GREAT HEALER (Acts 4:10) is also the GREAT SAVIOUR (Acts 4:12), and He is the ONLY SAVIOUR 

(Acts 4:12)! 
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What did these men notice about Peter and John (Acts 4:13):  

a. that they were very intelligent and well educated  

b. that they had been trained at the best schools in the land  

c. that they were very handsome  

d. that they had been with Jesus  

Jesus made the difference!   He can make the difference in your life too! 

  

The Harsh Threatenings 

The religious leaders wished that this miracle had never taken place. They wished that they could deny this 

miracle and say, "Listen everybody, this man was not really healed. It’s just a trick. Peter and John are skillful 

magicians and they have fooled all of you." Were they able to say this (Acts 4:14,16)? _____ 

They wished that they could punish Peter and John and even put them to death, but they were afraid of the 

people (Acts 4:21). There were thousands of people who were rejoicing at the great miracle which had been 

done (Acts 4:4) and these people knew that Peter and John had done nothing wrong. 

There was only one thing they could do--THREATEN THEM (Acts 4:17,21)! They commanded them not to 

S_____________ and not to T____________ in the name of Jesus (Acts 4:18). "If you speak or teach you’ll be 

in BIG TROUBLE!" This was their great threat! 

The Religious Leaders 

said: 

DON’T SPEAK 

and 

DON’T TEACH 
(Acts 4:17-18). 

The Risen Lord  

said: 

"P_______________ the 
GOSPEL"  (Mark 16:15) 

and 

"TEACH them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have 

commanded you" 
(Matthew 28:20). 

Who should they obey? The religious leaders or the risen Lord? _____________________________________ 

Who should they listen to,  the religious leaders or God (Acts 4:20)? _____________________  Peter and John 

said, "We must speak the things which we have ________________  and  _____________" (Acts 4:20). 

TO SPEAK OR NOT TO SPEAK--that is the question! Who did Peter and John fear the most--the religious 

leaders or God? ______________________  If they should continue to speak who would be displeased? 

________________________________  If they should stop speaking about the Lord who would be displeased? 

____________________ The one Person Peter and John did not want to displease was _________________. 
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The Prayer for Boldness 

Peter and John were released from prison and immediately went to meet with the other believers (Acts 4:23). 

What was the first thing the believers did when they learned about these threats from the Jews?  

a. They complained.  

b. They decided that being a Christian was too difficult and they should find something else to do.  

c. They prayed to the God of heaven.  

d. They argued with each other. Some thought that they should continue preaching and others 

thought they should stop preaching.  

They brought their problem to God! That was the first thing they did. In Acts 4:29 we discover that they asked 

God for one thing in particular. Did they say, "Lord, you know how they have threatened us. Now, please 

protect our lives and keep us from being persecuted"? _____   These people prayed for COURAGE and 

BOLDNESS to speak God’s Word without fear! They prayed that God would help them to do the very thing 

that the religious leaders did not want them to do! The religious leaders said, "DON’T SPEAK!" (Acts 4:18) 

and they prayed, "Lord help us TO SPEAK Thy Word with all boldness!" (Acts 4:29). Did God answer this 

prayer in a wonderful way (Acts 4:31)? _____ 

Today God wants us to speak for Him. If God has given us His great gift of salvation (Romans 6:23), should not 

we be willing and eager to tell others about it? If a doctor discovered a cure for cancer which could save 

thousands of lives, would not he want others to know about it? GOOD NEWS should be spread! People need to 

know that Jesus Christ is the only Saviour (Acts 4:12).  Just like the early Christians, we can pray and ask God 

for courage and boldness to share His Word with others. The same God who gave them boldness to speak then 

is the same God who can give us boldness to speak today! 

Acts 2:1-13 Appendix 1  

Pentecost I 

Tongues 

2:1 Now when the day of Pentecost had come, they were all with one accord in one place.   

2:2 Suddenly there came from the sky a sound like the rushing of a mighty wind,  

and it filled all the house where they were sitting.   

2:3 Tongues like fire appeared and were distributed to them, and one sat on each of them.   

2:4 They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other languages,  

as the Spirit gave them the ability to speak.   

2:5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under the sky.   

2:6 When this sound was heard, the multitude came together,  

and were bewildered, because everyone heard them speaking in his own language.   

2:7 They were all amazed and marveled, saying to one another,   

"Behold, aren't all these who speak Galileans?   

2:8 How do we hear, everyone in our own native language?   

2:9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and people from Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, Asia,   

2:10 Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, the parts of Libya around Cyrene,   
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visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes,   

2:11 Cretans and Arabians: we hear them speaking in our languages the mighty works of God!"   

2:12 They were all amazed, and were perplexed, saying one to another, "What does this mean?"   

2:13 Others, mocking, said, "They are filled with new wine."   

  

Comments 

The Jewish Pentecost 

Pentecost is a Jewish festival so ordained in the Law of Moses. It was on of the three major feasts for which all 

males of Israel were required to travel to the Temple in Jerusalem. (Ex. 23:14-19) And for this reason we find 

such international diversity in Jerusalem at this time. It was also called the Festival of Weeks. "Celebrate the 

Feast of Weeks to the LORD your God by giving a freewill offering in proportion to the blessings the LORD 

your God has given you." Deut 16:10 It occurred 50 days after the Passover (when the Lord also had been 

crucified)  It was a harvest celebration, and as such we might view the Pentecost of Acts 2 as a sort of Firstfruits 

from the reaping of gospel. It was the start of the Church.  

Speaking in Tongues 

Although in 1:5 Jesus referred to this as being baptized with the Holy Spirit, here we don't see that expression 

but rather the expression "filled with the Holy Ghost" (kjv) which is an effect of being baptized with the Holy 

Spirit. The filling is indicated by outward expressions. In this case the Spirit manifested itself by giving the 

ability to speak in foreign languages ordinarily unknown to the speakers. There are of course many other ways 

in which the Spirit can manifest itself, but it chose to do so in this manner at this time.  

In Genesis was saw that when men were united against God in building the tower of Babel that God divided 

them by imparting to them a diversity of languages. But here we see when men are united with God that God 

brings unity even symbolically through a common understanding of language.  

Furthermore we might infer that God's Word needs to be communicated in the language of the people. I applaud 

the efforts of Wycliffe and other such organizations devoted to such an effort. And it is even with reluctance 

that I have to use the KJV when quoting large sections of scripture because of copyright restrictions. For the 

KJV being archaic and a majestic language is often difficult to understand, especially for non-native speakers.  

God chose Galileans, ordinary uneducated people. But if you read over-educated writers - higher theologians 

and such - it is often difficult to understand what they are saying. (OK, I'm guilty of that at times!) The Bible is 

actually pretty easy to understand. And it was meant to be so. 
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Acts 2:14-36 Appendix 2 

Pentecost II 

Peter's Sermon 

2:14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and spoke out to them,   

"You men of Judea, and all you who dwell at Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to my words.   

2:15 For these aren't drunken, as you suppose,   

seeing it is only the third hour of the day{about 9:00 AM}.   

2:16 But this is what has been spoken through the prophet Joel: (Joel 2:28-32)  

2:17 'It will be in the last days, says God, That I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh.  

Your sons and your daughters will prophesy.   

Your young men will see visions. Your old men will dream dreams.   

2:18 Yes, and on my servants and on my handmaidens in those days,  

I will pour out my Spirit, and they will prophesy.   

2:19 I will show wonders in the sky above, And signs on the earth beneath;   

Blood, and fire, and billows of smoke.   

2:20 The sun will be turned into darkness, And the moon into blood,   

Before the great and glorious day of the Lord comes.   

2:21 It will be, that whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved.'  

2:22 "Men of Israel, hear these words! Jesus of Nazareth,  

a man approved by God to you by mighty works and wonders and signs  

which God did by him in the midst of you, even as you yourselves know,   

2:23 him, being delivered up by the determined counsel and foreknowledge of God,   

you have taken by the hand of lawless men, crucified and killed;   

2:24 whom God raised up, having freed him from the agony of death,  

because it was not possible that he should be held by it.   

2:25 For David says concerning him,  (Psalm 16:8-11)  

'I saw the Lord always before my face,   

For he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved.   

2:26 Therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced.   

Moreover my flesh also will dwell in hope;   

2:27 Because you will not leave my soul in Hades,  

Neither will you allow your Holy One to see decay.   

2:28 You made known to me the ways of life.   

You will make me full of gladness with your presence.'  

2:29 "Brothers, I may tell you freely of the patriarch David,  

that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.   

2:30 Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him   

that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, he would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne,   

2:31 he foreseeing this spoke about the resurrection of the Christ,   

that neither was his soul left in Hades, nor did his flesh see decay.   

2:32 This Jesus God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.   

2:33 Being therefore exalted by the right hand of God,   

and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit,   

he has poured out this, which you now see and hear.   
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2:34 For David didn't ascend into the heavens, but he says himself,  (Psalm 110:1)  

'The Lord said to my Lord, "Sit by my right hand,   

2:35 Until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet."'  

2:36 "Let all the house of Israel therefore know assuredly  

that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified."   

  

A Paradox 

Jesus is the LORD God 

Peter quotes Joel starting from Joel 2:28, but I would like to also include Joel 2:27 which says, "And ye shall 

know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the LORD your God, and none else: and my people shall 

never be ashamed." Then a few verses later says, "whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be 

saved" Therefore the LORD that one calls on must be the LORD God of the Bible. Yet in verse 36 the Apostle 

proposes that Jesus is this LORD and therefore affirms the deity of Christ.  

We see the Apostle Paul also referencing this same verse in Joel in declaring that Jesus is the Lord God upon 

whom we must call to be saved.  

Romans 10:9 That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is LORD," and believe in your heart that God raised 

him from the dead, you will be saved.   

Romans 10:12,13 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile-- the same LORD is LORD of all and 

richly blesses all who call on him, for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved."(Joel 2:32) 

Jesus is distinct from the LORD God 

Yet on the other hand we see in Peter's quote of Psalm 110:1 ("The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my 

right hand.") that there are two Lords. The second refers to Jesus who sits at the right hand of God as Peter says 

here in Acts 2:33. And furthermore we see in verse 36 that "God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both 

Lord and Christ."  

This is not to say that Jesus was not Lord previously. For before Christ was born King David already 

acknowledge him as Lord in Psalm 110:1 above. Peter is using a figure of speech. The expression "made this 

Jesus" means "made out to be" as it is used in 1John 5:10 "Anyone who does not believe God has made him out 

to be a liar." The same Greek words are used in both cases. Thus the word "made" in these sense is not "to 

create", but "to identify or construe". So also in the gospel God identifies Jesus as Lord and Christ. God has 

made him out to be Lord and Christ. (Who do you make him out to be?) 

The Godhead 

The abiguity or paradox evident above in which Jesus is LORD and yet another is LORD,  is of course resolved 

in the concept of the Trinity. When it speaks of calling on the name of the LORD, we learned at the end of 

Matthew that the "name of the LORD" includes the Trinity. Matthew 28:19"baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit." As I noted in that study, "name" is singular, not plural.  

Given the fact that Peter doesn't elaborate on the Trinity but appears to presume that his Jewish listeners 

understand this relationship between the Father and Son, and given the fact that the crowd doesn't object to such 

a concept, indicates to me that this was not a new idea but rather already embedded in Jewish thinking as they 
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also had inferred from the scriptures. Notice the contrast as Peter applies these Old Testament passages:  

Joel 2:27 "I am the LORD your God, and none else"  

Acts 2:36 "God has made (out) this Jesus ... to be both LORD and Christ."  

Joel 2:32 "whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD (Jesus) shall be saved."  

Ps 110:1 "The LORD said unto my Lord (Jesus)"  

Just as a footnote: In Psalm 110:1 while the Septuagint, the commonly used Greek translation of the scriptures 

at the time, which the apostles also quote from, uses the same word for "Lord". Yet the Hebrew scripture use 

"Yaweh" for the first "LORD" and "adonai" for the second, thus making a distinction.  

But on the other hand when it says in Joel 2:32 about calling on the name of the LORD, the Hebrew scripture 

does also use Yaweh. And thus as the apostle apply this to Jesus, they are without doubt calling Jesus "Yaweh" 

- the God of the Jewish scriptures. Thus "Yaweh" is the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Jesus also speaks of this ambiguous relationship with God his Father in saying, "I and the Father are one." 

John 10:30 for which the Jews wanted to stone him. "We are not stoning you for any of these (miracles)," 

replied the Jews, "but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God." John 10:33 Yet in his claim 

of being one with the Father Jesus equates with the concept of being the Son of God. For in his response he 

says, "Why then do you accuse me of blasphemy because I said, 'I am God's Son'?" John 10:36  

Thus there is both unity and plurality in the Godhead, and this was the accept idea among the Jews at the time, 

as it is among Biblical Christians today.  

 

2:14 Peter stood up 

This was in contrast to his behavior just over a month before in which in cowardly fashion denied Christ even 

three times and ran away. Yet now even in view of the fact that he knew what kind of retribution that the 

religious leaders were capable of, Christ having been crucified, what could have empowered this man to take 

such a bold stand and indeed to say such things as he did to a crowd that had formerly crucified Christ as he 

says in verse 23? It must have been that he indeed witnessed the risen Lord and had been empowered by the 

Holy Spirit. This was also good staging for the presentation of the gospel. For confidence in the midst of 

opposition communicates conviction. And thusly does God often lead his people through the midst of 

persecution, not simply for our own sakes, but the sake of our listeners that the gospel may be believed as we 

show ourselves to be people of true conviction.  

As a minor observation I note that it refers to the Eleven only. In infer that Luke didn't reckon the Twelfth that 

they chose, namely Matthias, as being legitimately one of them. For as I note in the first chapter, Paul would be 

God's choice for the Twelfth position.  

 

Peter's Gospel Presentation 

Basic Elements:  

 God affirmed Jesus by miracles which he did among you as you yourselves observed.  
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 You had Jesus crucified, but this was also in accordance with God's plan  

 God raised him from the dead in accordance with prophecies concerning the Messiah  

 Jesus now sits at God's right hand and has sent down the Holy Spirit which you witness now.  

 Jesus had been revealed to be Lord and Messiah.  

Peter's presentation has two parts. The first presented here contains the essential facts of who Jesus is. The 

second, covered in the next study, deals with the response and application. But let us consider just this initial 

information.  

Miracles 

Miracles should be a part of an appropriate gospel presentation. They affirm the truth of the gospel. For the 

gospel is not simply propositional truth (ideas), but rather it is rooted in historic facts proving that God has 

spoken. And this is the manner in which we see God operating throughout the Bible. When commanded to tell 

the Pharoah of Egypt to let the Israelites go, Moses made the reasonable observation: "What if they do not 

believe me or listen to me and say, 'The LORD did not appear to you'?" Ex 4:1  God responded with miracles. 

And so also in Jesus' ministry as he said,  "The miracles I do in my Father's name speak for me."John 10:25 

Yet in my decades of experience with modern Evangelicalism there seems little emphasis on this point.  

Crucifixion & Conviction of Sin 

The reason why miracles aren't preach very much is the same reason why conviction of sin and repentance is 

seldom emphasized - for fear of "turning people off." The emphasis often today seems to be to pray Jesus into 

your heart and you'll be better off for it, with little reference to sin and God's judgment. But here we see people 

emphatically acccusing these people of conspiring to have Christ murdered. Today when I speak with Jews, 

they wash their hands of the matter, accusing the Romans of crucifying Christ. But Peter correctly views the 

Romans simply as a tool the Jews used to carry out their wicked plan. But also we are all guilty of crucifying 

Christ. For it was our sins that sent him to the cross.  

God's Sovereign Plan 

Verse 23 speaks of "the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God" involved in Christ's death. But I do not 

interpret this along the lines of a Calvinistic puppet theology. Rather in accordance with God's justice, God set 

the stage bringing in actors which he foreknew out of their own free will would make the kind of decisions that 

would bring on Christ's death. Thus God's plan takes into account the free will that he designed man with. (And 

who are you to say the God cannot do it that way?) God does not hold people responsible for things they have 

not control over. For that would be unjust. But then again, God does hold people responsible for things they do 

have control over. Thus even though he foreknew the kind of decisions these people would make, God holds 

them responsible for such decisions because they had the freedom to make them.  

The Resurrection 

The resurrection is also an essential part of the gospel. It is not only the ultimate affirmation of Jesus' claims but 

also is symbolic of the message itself. For Jesus offers salvation not only from the guilt of sin, but also from  its 

effects such as death. And we see it's empowering effect on the Apostles who formerly ran from death, but now 

behaved as if resurrected and renewed. So also in the Christian life, though not being free from the effects of 

sin, yet they are but temporary as we look to our own resurrection free from sin, and indeed experience such to 

a degree in this life, being empowered by the Holy Spirit. (1John 3:9) 
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Acts 2:37-41 Appendix 3 

Pentecost III 

Sermon Response 

2:37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart,  

and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?"   

2:38 Peter said to them, "Repent, and be baptized, everyone of you,   

in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins,   

and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.   

2:39 For to you is the promise, and to your children, and to all who are far off,   

even as many as the Lord our God will call to himself."   

2:40 With many other words he testified, and exhorted them, saying,  

"Save yourselves from this crooked generation!"   

2:41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized.   

There were added that day about three thousand souls.  

Comments 

A Most Convincing Account 

To me Acts chapter 2 contains the most convincing evidence of the truth of the gospel. Yes it is true that no 

historical proof can be reckoned absolute, but in legal sense of "proof" as exercised in a courtroom, this 

account is quite convincing.  

First of all, is it convincing that Peter stood up on gave this speech? Whether he gave the speech or not would 

have been a matter of public record, for this was a crowded international event. People over the known world 

would have been witnesses to such. So if he hadn't spoken, everyone would have know it.  

Yet he says that thousands of Jews believed and got baptized that day. If this didn't happen, everyone would 

have known it. But it also had to have happened, else the church would have never started. Where did the 

church come from? And if these masses turned to Christ at such events, they would have known what Peter 

said at the time. If they knew Acts chapter 2 was lying, they wouldn't have believed. And thus not only can we 

say that Peter gave such a sermon, but also that the record of his propositions was accurate.  

Consider what Peter said. He claimed that Jesus did miracles among them. (Acts 2:22) Now if Jesus hadn't 

done miracles among them, the crowd would have know that and thus wouldn't have believed. Thus their 

response testifies that Jesus in fact did miracles among them.  

He claims that Jesus rose from the dead, and they didn't dispute that fact either. For the evidence of this was no 

doubt already known among them. Apparently they too recognized that the story of the disciples stealing the 

body when the guards were asleep was not believable.  

The message they received claimed to be based not simply upon propositional truth, but upon historical facts, 

which apparently they were incapable of denying. Yet realize that Christianity was not a welcomed message 

among the religious establishment there, as Christ's crucifixion proved. Yet all the religious leaders had to do 
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was simply to point out that Jesus didn't do miracles and that he didn't raise from the dead. Yet their inability to 

do so again testifies of the truth of Peter's statements.  

 

Repentance, Baptism, and Remission of Sins 

"Repent, and be baptized every one of you  

in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins" 

It was quite apparent at this point that those in verse 37 who asked "what shall we do?", essentially were saying 

"I believed, therefore what should I do?" Repentance and baptism shouldn't be viewed as requirements to be 

saved in addition to faith in Christ. Rather these reveal the quality of one's faith, giving an indication of its 

salvific value. The faith that saves in an application oriented faith. Peter is saying, "If you truly believe, then 

prove it by repenting and getting baptized."   

There are those today who view water baptism much as the legalistic Jews viewed circumcision. They view the 

ritual done in the flesh as having salvific value. Later we see such Jews claiming, "Unless you are circumcised, 

according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved." Acts 15:1. These are no different than those in 

the Christian community who claim "Unless you are water baptized, you cannot be saved". Such is the group 

of the Baptism who claim you have to get wet to get saved - that which is done in the flesh by hands of men. 

Rather just as Abraham "received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith 

while he was still uncircumcised.' (Romans 4:11), so too those who have a righteousness by faith in Christ, 

even while still unbaptized, receive the sign of water baptism symbolizing such righteousness. (See also 

Baptism and the interpretation of Mark 16:16)  

But how does "for the remission of sins" fit into this? For if they were already righteous, they would have had 

their sins forgiven before getting wet. Unless, of course, that this means "in view of the fact that their sins had 

been forgiven". And in fact this is how A.T Robertson, a well known Greek scholar, interprets it.  

Robertson's Word Pictures  
{Unto the remission of your sins} (\eis aphesin tôn hamartiôn hûmôn\). This phrase is the subject of endless 

controversy as men look at it from the standpoint of sacramental or of evangelical theology. In themselves the 

words can express aim or purpose for that use of \eis\ does exist as in 1Co 2:7 \eis doxan hêmôn\ (for our 

glory). But then another usage exists which is just as good Greek as the use of \eis\ for aim or purpose. It is 

seen in Mt 10:41 in three examples \eis onoma prophêtou, dikaiou, mathêtou\ where it cannot be purpose or 

aim, but rather the basis or ground, on the basis of the name of prophet, righteous man, disciple, because one is, 

etc. It is seen again in Mt 12:41 about the preaching of Jonah (\eis to kêrugma Iôna\).  They repented because 

of (or at) the preaching of Jonah. The illustrations of both usages are numerous in the N.T. and the _Koiné_ 

generally (Robertson, _Grammar_, p. 592). One will decide the use here according as he believes that baptism 

is essential to the remission of sins or not. My view is decidedly against the idea that Peter, Paul, or any one in 

the New Testament taught baptism as essential to the remission of sins or the means of securing such 

remission. So I understand Peter to be urging baptism on each of them who had already turned (repented) and 

for it to be done in the name of Jesus Christ on the basis of the forgiveness of sins which they had already 

received.   

  

Or in  a nutshell he's saying is that "for" is being used as in "Jesse James was arrested for murder", though 

more generally you might say "in view of".  

http://www.bcbsr.com/topics/baptism.html
http://www.bcbsr.com/survey/sgosp26.html#baptism
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Furthermore we notice in Acts 10:43 Peter again preaching the gospel says, "that through his name whosoever 

believeth in him shall receive remission of sins." without making reference to baptism. In fact those in Acts 10 

he preached to received the Holy Spirit before they got wet! They received it upon hearing and believing the 

message. Yet such would not have been possible if we interpret Acts 2:38 to mean that you have to get water 

baptized before you can receive the Holy Spirit. This again proves that water baptism is not a requirement for 

salvation, but rather an affirmation  and identification of one's position in Christ.  

Notice also this phrase is used elsewhere in the New Testament. It is used of John's baptism. Mark 1:4 "John 

did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins" That was before 

Christ died.  If their sins were actually remitted in that baptism then there was no need for Christ to die. 

Furthermore Jesus also used this phrase mentioning nothing about water. Matthew 26:28  "For this is my 

blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins." So how are all these to be 

understood?  

Mark 1:4 - In light of the remission of sins to come through the blood of Christ  

Matthew 26:28 - In light of the remission of sins to follow the blood of Christ.  

Acts 10:43 - In light of the remission of sins received through faith in the blood of Christ.  

But some replace the blood of Christ with the water of baptism. Some put their faith in the blood of Christ. 

Others put their faith in the water of baptism.  

Romans 3:25 "God hath set forth (Christ) to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his 

righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;" 

 

"Save yourselves from this corrupt generation." 

Had this not come from the mouth of the Apostle, those of a Reformed Theology would cry "Heresy" or 

"Legalism". For in their zeal to distance themselves from Catholic concepts, many of a Reformed Theology go 

too far in viewing salvation as completely passive. Any activity on the person's part is viewed as an heretical 

salvation by works concept. The leaven of "do-nothing Calvinism" with it's passive puppet concepts and 

fatalistic philosophy, has resulted in (or perhaps accomodated) a trivial non-application oriented faith found 

quite commonly in the Christian community today.  

God has made salvation a synergistic process. Yes, having been saved, salvation is monergistically secure. But 

coming to salvation is synergistic. It involves cooperation. "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation" by 

putting your faith in Christ as evidenced by your repentance and baptism. Yes, you can be involved in saving 

yourselves. That's what the Bible teaches. You don't have to give in to fatalistic concepts.  

 

The Receiving of the Holy Spirit 

This is a significant dispensational change prophesied concerning the New Covenant (Heb 10:16,17). 

Previously God lived outside the righteous and had given his Spirit in only temporary fashion to his prophets 

for the purpose of prophecy. But now the Holy Spirit would be given to all the righteous, which both seals their 

salvation eternally (Eph 1:13,14), empowers them for ministry, and affects their behavior (1John 3:9,10)  
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CHAPTER 3 

Trouble Within and Trouble Without 

(Acts 5) 

 

TROUBLE WITHIN 

Ananias and Sapphira 

 

Things were going very well for the early church, but as we come to Acts chapter 5 we learn that Satan attacked 

the church by bringing trouble from within. 

The early Christians in the city of Jerusalem were willing to share their possessions (Acts 4:32). Some of the 

believers were very poor. Others were more wealthy and possessed L___________ or H________________ 

(Acts 4:34). The more wealthy Christians were willing to sell their houses or lands and share this money with 

those who were in need (Acts 4:34-35). One very generous believer was named Joses (who was called 

B_________________ by the apostles; see Acts 4:36). We will learn more about Barnabas later in the book of 

Acts. 

In Acts 5:1 we learn that a man named Ananias sold a possession. Was it a house or a piece of land (Acts 5:8)? 

________________________ We are told that Ananias held back a part of the price, which he kept for himself 

(Acts 5:2), and that he gave the rest to the church. 

Let’s just suppose that Ananias sold a piece of land for 50 thousand dollars. Then let’s suppose that he kept 10 

thousand dollars of this money for himself.   Then he gave the rest of the money to the church and said 

something like this: "I sold my house for 40 thousand dollars (that would be a lie!) and I want to give all this 

money to the church so that it can be used to help meet the needs of the poor believers." 

Did his wife, Sapphira, know that he had done this (Acts 5:2)? _______ [Note: the verse says that his wife was 

"privy to it" which means she had full knowledge of it.] 

Of what great sin was Ananias guilty? Was it wrong for him to keep part of the money for himself?   That 

money belonged to him in the first place.  (Notice what Peter said to Ananias in Acts 5:4.)  The church did not 

have a rule which said, "Every wealthy believer must sell his possessions or must sell any land that he owns." 

The wealthy believers did this willingly because they wanted to (Acts 4:32,34,35). Also the church did not have 

a rule which said, "When you sell a possession you must give the total price to the church and not keep any of it 

for yourself."  But God did have a rule which said this: "YOU MUST NOT LIE!" (see Col. 3:9). Did Ananias 

break God’s rule (Acts 5:3-4)? _____ 

Ananias could have said something like this: "I have just sold a piece of land for 50 thousand dollars. I would 

like to give 40 thousand dollars of this money to the church to help meet the needs of the poor." Would this 

have been a lie? ________ 

Ananias was not only a LIAR, but he was also a HYPOCRITE (someone who WEARS A "MASK" and 

pretends to be someone that he really isn't): 
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Ananias thought that only he and his wife knew about this trick and this lie. He forgot that God knew all about 

it too! Somehow God made Peter realize that Ananias had kept back part of the money (Acts 5:3). This reminds 

us of the verse in Numbers 32:23: "Be sure your ________ will find you out." God will not let people get away 

with sin. We are capable of lying or doing sinful things that we think no one knows about. But sin will always 

catch up with us! Read Proverbs 28:13. What is the wrong thing to do with our sins? 

_______________________ What should we do about our sins?_______________________________ What 

did Ananias do with his sins? ___________________________ 

As soon as Ananias heard Peter’s words, what happened to him (Acts 5:5)? 

_______________________________________________________  Did Peter kill him? _____ Who do you 

think struck him dead? ______  Ananias never lived long enough to enjoy the money which he had lied about! 

Some young men took him out and buried him. 

About three hours later his wife Sapphira came in. Did she know what had happened to her husband (Acts 5:7)? 

_______  Peter may have said something like this (see Acts 5:8): "Did you sell the piece of land for 40 thousand 

dollars?"  She may have replied, "Yes, we sold it for 40 thousand dollars!" 

She lied just like her husband! She also died just like her husband (Acts 5:9-10). God judged Ananias and 

Sapphira because of their sin! When people heard about these things they were (read Acts 5:5,11 and circle the 

correct word) 

a. Angry  

b. Happy  

c. Afraid  

d. Sad 

God wanted to show the early church that He was a holy God who hated sin. God wants a PURE church. God 

wants a HOLY church. God says, "Be ye _________; for I am _____________" (1 Peter 1:16). God does not 

want liars and hypocrites in the church. In the beginning days of the church God made it clear that He was not 

playing games. Sin is a serious matter with God. Today God does not strike someone down every time they lie 

or do something wrong, but God wants us to know that He is still a God who hates sin. May God help us to 

learn a lesson from Ananias and Sapphira! 
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TROUBLE WITHOUT 

A Miraculous Mistake 

The church continued to grow (Acts 5:14) and the Jewish religious leaders became very concerned and jealous 

because of the great success the apostles were having (Acts 5:17). Finally they grabbed the apostles and put 

them into the common P___________ (Acts 5:18). Before only Peter and John were arrested (Acts 4:3,13), but 

now all the apostles were put in prison! 

There used to be a famous American magician by the name of Harry Houdini who died in 1926.  This man was 

able to use his skill and magical tricks to escape from almost any box, cage or prison in which men would put 

him.  He could break out of handcuffs.  People would lock him up so he could never get out, but in a few 

minutes he was free.  He was an amazing escape artist. 

In Acts 5:19 we see that God did something even better than Houdini! How did the apostles get out of prison? 

____________________________________________  After they were set free, what message did the angel 

have for them? Did he say, "Go and hide so that your enemies will not be able to find you"? _______  Do you 

think their enemies were surprised the next morning when they discovered that the prison was empty and the 

prisoners were standing in the temple teaching the people about Jesus (see Acts 5:21-25)? ______ 

  

The First Christians to Suffer 

On that same day the apostles were arrested a second time (Acts 5:26-27). The religious leaders asked them this 

question (see Acts 5:28):  Why did you teach when we told you not to teach? 

The Jewish Leaders said: God said: 

DON’T SPEAK! SPEAK! 
(Acts 4:18) (Acts 5:20) 

Whom should they obey (Acts 5:29)? __________ 

A King once told Daniel not to pray, but God told Daniel to pray (see Daniel Chapter 6, especially verse 10). 

Who did Daniel obey? _______ 

Peter preached to these leaders in Acts 5:30-32. According to Peter, what did these religious leaders do to Jesus 

(Acts 5:30)? __________________________________  What did God do (Acts 5:30)? 

__________________________________ Peter was saying, "The One you crucified is now alive and in 

heaven and He is able to save you and forgive your sins!"   Did these words make them happy and joyous 

(Acts 5:33)? _________ 

They were about to kill the apostles (Acts 5:33), but one of the leaders, named Gamaliel, talked them out of it 

(Acts 5:34-40). This time the Jewish leaders wanted to punish the apostles before letting them go. The Bible 

says that they BEAT THEM (Acts 5:40). The usual beating consisted of 39 stripes (39 blows of a whip). Once 

again they commanded them not to speak in the name of Jesus. Did the apostles obey this command (Acts 

5:42)? _______ 
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As the apostles left, their backs were probably bleeding from the beating which they had received. This was the 

first time the believers had to suffer in a physical way. In the next chapter of these notes we will learn about the 

first believer who was put to death. How did the apostles react to this physical punishment (see Acts 5:41 and 

circle the correct answer):  

a. They said, "Preaching the gospel is not worth it. Let’s go back to fishing!"  

   

b. They complained about the pain from the beating that their backs received, and they worried 

that they might be punished again. 

   

c. They decided that it would be better to stop telling people about Jesus. It would be better to 

do what the religious leaders told them to do. 

   

d. They rejoiced!  

The early church had trouble from within (Ananias and Sapphira) and trouble from without (the religious 

leaders who were trying to stop them from preaching), but God was with them and in them! God was building 

His church (Matthew 16:18) and not even men or demons or Satan himself could stop what God was doing! 
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CHAPTER 4 

The First Christian Martyr 

(Acts 6-7) 

  

Stephen Chosen to Help Care for Needy Widows 

The apostles continued to teach and preach Jesus Christ (Acts 5:42) and God continued to save all those who 

believed this good news. The church was rapidly increasing in numbers: "the number of the disciples was 

M___________________" (Acts 6:1). 

We do not know exactly how many believers there were at this time. At an earlier time the number was given at 

about _____ thousand men (see Acts 4:4; this probably does not include women and children). Later we are told 

that more believers were added to the Lord, M_____________________ both of men and women (Acts 5:14). 

As we come to Acts chapter 6 there must have been many thousands of believers (perhaps ten thousand or 

more). How many believers are there in your church? 

With so many people we are not surprised to learn that a problem developed. This Jerusalem church was made 

up of two groups of people. There were Greek Jews and there were Hebrew Jews. The Hebrew Jews spoke 

Hebrew (or Aramaic) and the Bible that they used was the Hebrew Old Testament. The twelve Apostles were 

Hebrew Jews. The Greek Jews spoke Greek and followed Greek customs. The Bible they used was the Old 

Testament which had been translated into Greek (called the Septuagint). This was really the same Bible as the 

Hebrew Bible, except it had been translated into the Greek language which was the common language of the 

Roman empire. 

The Greek Jews began to complain about the Hebrew Jews because the Greek widows were being neglected 

and were getting less help than the Hebrew widows. A widow is a woman whose husband is dead and who has 

not married again. Since the widows did not have husbands to care for them and meet their needs, the church 

wanted to do what it could to help them (see James 1:27; Jeremiah 7:6; 22:3). But for some reason the Hebrew 

widows were getting more help than the Greek widows. 

The men who were in charge of meeting the needs of the widows were the twelve apostles. This was a job that 

was becoming too big for them to handle. Suppose your Pastor were given the following jobs: clean the church, 

cut the grass in the spring and summer, shovel the snow in the winter, count the money, pay the bills, visit 

people in the hospital every day, visit someone in the church every evening, drive a school bus every morning 

and work in a factory five days every week. Would he have much time to pray? Would he have much time to 

study the Bible? Would he have much time to preach? 

If the devil could get the apostles to stop praying and stop preaching God’s Word, then he would win a major 

victory. The apostles would be so busy trying to take care of the needy widows that they would have little time 

for anything else. The apostles recognized this problem. They did not want to leave the W__________ of 

G_______ (Acts 6:2). They wanted to give themselves continually to ___________ and to the ministry of the 

__________ (Acts 6:4). You can pray that your Pastor will spend most of his time doing these same two things. 

Even though the Apostles wanted to give themselves to prayer and to God’s Word, they were still concerned 

about the widows. They decided to choose _____________ men (Acts 6:3) who would be in charge of taking 

care of the widows. 
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The names of these seven men are given in Acts 6:5. What name is given first on this list? 

_____________________ He is described as "a man full of F______________ and of the H___________ 

Spirit" (Acts 6:5). He believed what God said, and he allowed God the Holy Spirit to control his life and work 

in and through him! In Acts 6:8 we are told that Stephen was full of ____________ and P____________. God 

was working mightily in this man. God enabled Stephen to perform amazing miracles, even as the apostles had 

done (Acts 6:8 and compare Acts 5:12-16). 

Did the number of believers continue to increase (Acts 6:7)?  __________ 

  

Stephen is Accused by the Jews 

In Acts 6:9 we learn that Stephen went into the synagogue to talk with the Jewish people about Christ. 

Synagogues were places where Jews assembled together for prayer and for the reading of the Scriptures.  In the 

synagogues the Scriptures were read, taught and discussed. 

The Jews in the synagogue discussed the Scriptures with Stephen and argued with him (Acts 6:9), but they were 

not able to resist (stand against) the _________________ and the spirit by which he spoke (Acts 6:10). Where 

did Stephen get such wisdom (compare Luke 21:15)? ________________ God always wins every argument! 

(Note: According to Acts 6:9, some of these Jews were from Cilicia. Who else was from Cilicia according to 

Acts 21:39? ___________  Perhaps Paul was one of the Jews who was arguing with Stephen, although we do 

not know this for sure. 

The Jews of the synagogue stopped arguing with Stephen, and began accusing him and saying that he was 

teaching the wrong things. They said that Stephen was speaking against Moses (against the law), against God 

and against the Holy Temple (Acts 6:11,13,14). These were the three things that the Jews held most dear! 

Anyone who was against God, against the Law of Moses, and against the Temple was an enemy of the Jewish 

people. Stephen was not really against these things. The real problem was that those who accused him were 

AGAINST CHRIST! Jesus once said, "he that is not _________ Me is ________________ Me" (Matthew 

12:30). Stephen was with Christ and for Christ, but the Jews were against Christ. This was the real problem! 

Because of the false things that were said about Stephen, the people were stirred up against him (Acts 6:12). 

Before this most of the people had respected the believers and had been favorable towards them (see Acts 4:21; 

5:13; 5:26). But now the unsaved Jews were beginning to turn against them. 

Finally Stephen was brought before the Jewish leaders. As the Jewish leaders looked at Stephen they "saw his 

face as it had been the face of an ______________" (Acts 6:15). Stephen’s face was aglow (glowing) because 

of God’s wonderful presence. Everyone else seemed to be against Stephen but God was with him in a 

wonderful way! 

Stephen Preaches a Powerful Message 

God tells every believer to "be R_____________ always to give an _______________ to every man that asketh 

you a reason of the _________ that is in you" (1 Peter 3:15). When the leader of the Jews (the High Priest) 

asked Stephen a question (Acts 7:1), was Stephen ready with an answer (Acts 7:2)? _____  In fact, his answer 

was 52 verses long! 

Stephen’s answer came right from the Old Testament Scriptures. In this powerful message, Stephen spoke of 

God; he spoke of Moses and the law; he spoke of the temple (the three things he had been accused of being 

against). At the end of his message he spoke about Christ, the "J_________  O________" (the righteous One--
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see Acts 7:52). This great sermon shows that Stephen really knew his Bible well (the Old Testament 

Scriptures). How well do you know your Bible? If your friends were to ask you questions about God, heaven, 

hell, salvation, death, etc., would you be able to give them correct answers from the Bible? 

At the end of this message, Stephen began to accuse his accusers, and Stephen's accusations were true. He said 

three things which really made them angry:  

1. YOU ARE AGAINST GOD (Acts 7:51).  

2. YOU HAVE BETRAYED AND MURDERED CHRIST (Acts 7:52).  

3. YOU HAVE BROKEN GOD’S LAW (Acts 7:53). 

(You are sinners!) 
   

Stephen is Stoned by the Angry Mob 

Were the Jews delighted and pleased with the things Stephen had said (Acts 7:54)? ______ The Bible says that 

they were CUT (Acts 7:54). They were deeply cut, not by a knife, not by a scissors, not by a razor blade, but by 

a special kind of sword! What was the sword that cut them (Hebrews 4:12; Ephesians 6:17)? 

______________________________________________________________ 

If Stephen had looked around he would have seen angry faces of men who wanted to kill him so that he would 

never preach again. Stephen did not look around. Instead he just L______________ U_____ (Acts 7:55).  Who 

did he see (Acts 7:55)? _______________________________________________________ God gave Stephen 

a wonderful glimpse of his Saviour! 

Did the Jews want to hear Stephen say anything else (Acts 7:57)? _____ These angry men ran upon him, threw 

him out of the city and _______________ him (Acts 7:58). In his message Stephen had accused these Jews of 

being M____________________ (Acts 7:52). Did they prove that Stephen was correct in saying this? _____ 

Stoning is a terrible form of death. Stones are thrown at the victim until finally he dies. Several times the Jews 

wanted to stone the Lord Jesus Christ (see John 8:59; 10:31 and compare John 5:18). Read John 15:18-21 and 

John 16:1-3. How do these verses apply to Stephen? 

As Stephen was about to die, what did he pray (Acts 7:60)? (Circle the correct answer)  

a. "Lord, destroy these wicked murderers!"  

b. "Lord, judge them and pay them back for this wicked deed!"  

c. "Lord, lay not this sin to their charge."  

d. "Lord, punish them. They really deserve it!"  

Who else prayed for His enemies as He was being put to death (Luke 23:34)? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Immediately after Stephen prayed this prayer, he F_______ A____________ (Acts 7:60), which means he died 

physically. When a believer dies, does he lose or does he gain (Philippians 1:21)? ____________________ 

When Stephen died, he went to be W_________ C_________________ which is ______     ______________ 

(Philippians 1:23). At the moment of death, Stephen was absent from the _________ but present with the  

_________  (2 Corinthians 5:8). Was Stephen faithful unto death (Revelation 2:10)? _____ What did God 

promise him (Revelation 2:10)? _______________________________ 
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Stephen is the First of Many Martyrs 

Stephen was the first Christian who died for his faith. In Acts 22:20 the Bible speaks of the blood of God’s 

M_____________ Stephen. Stephen was God’s martyr. The word "martyr" means "a witness" and in this case it 

means someone who is a witness for Christ even unto death. Stephen was a faithful witness for Christ even 

though it cost him his life. 

Other martyrs followed Stephen. In Acts chapter 12 we will learn about the first apostle who was martyred. 

History tells us that Peter and Paul were also put to death because of their faith in Christ. In the first 250 years 

of the church, hundreds of Christians were put to death by the Romans. Some were even fed to the lions in 

Roman coliseums as spectators watched (much the same as people go to watch football games today for 

entertainment). Do you think that today there are many believers who are being persecuted, imprisoned and put 

to death because of their faith? Do you thank God that you live in a free country? 

There is a well known expression which says, "The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church." 

Believers would died, but other believers were be saved through their testimony, and the church continued to 

grow. The more the church was persecuted, the more the church seemed to grow! Many of the Christians were 

good witnesses as they were dying, as was true in the case of Stephen. Some believers even sang hymns as they 

were burned in the flames (such as John Huss, who was burned at the stake in 1415).  Others prayed like 

Stephen. Those who watched knew that something was different about these people, and some of those who 

watched put their faith in Christ also. 

When Stephen died, there was a seed that was planted in the heart of a man who was watching. Who was 

standing by when God’s martyr Stephen was dying (Acts 22:20)? _________________ Paul was also called by 

what other name (Acts 13:9)? _________ Was Saul present when Stephen was being stoned (Acts 7:58)? _____ 

Saul was probably present and listening when Stephen gave his powerful message, and Stephen’s words must 

have pierced his heart too. The seed was planted and at a later time (as we will see in the next chapter) Saul 

(Paul) would be saved and would become one of the greatest preachers of all time. Even though Stephen was 

dead, Paul and others would take his place and tell the world about a wonderful Saviour who had risen from the 

dead! 

Today all of the early Christians are dead, and many of them died as brave martyrs. How are people going to 

hear the good news of salvation today?  Is Stephen going to preach to them? Is Paul going to preach to them? 

Who will carry on the work that the early Christians began?  WILL YOU? 
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CHAPTER 5 

The Good News Goes Forth 

(Acts 8-9) 

  

The Samaritans are Saved 

Following the death of Stephen, there was a great P_______________________ against the church at Jerusalem 

(Acts 8:1). It was no longer safe to remain in Jerusalem because men and women were being thrown into 

P_____________ (Acts 8:3). Because of this persecution the believers were forced to leave Jerusalem, and they 

went into the regions of  J__________________ and S____________________ (Acts 8:1). Can you find these 

regions on a map of Palestine? Can you also locate the city of Jerusalem? 

As the believers left the city of Jerusalem, what did they do (Acts 8:4)?  

a. They went everywhere complaining because of the great persecution.  

b. They went everywhere preaching God’s Word.  

c. They wept and moaned because they were forced to leave their homes in Jerusalem.  

One of these preachers was Philip (Acts 8:5). He was one of the seven men chosen to help the widows (Acts 

6:5). Like Stephen, God also worked through Philip to perform some amazing miracles (Acts 8:6-7). Philip 

preached God’s Word in the city of S_____________________ (Acts 8:5). The people in this city were known 

as the Samaritans. 

Did the Jews get along well with the Samaritans (John 4:9)? _____  The Jews hated these people.  It was a great 

insult to be called a Samaritan.  In fact, the Lord's enemies called Jesus a Samaritan--see John 8:48. The 

Samaritans were a MIXED RACE of people. They were HALF-JEWS and HALF-GENTILES. How did such a 

"MIXED" people come about? Here is the history of the Samaritans in brief: 

A) During the days of the Kings of Israel, the city of SAMARIA was the capitol of the Northern Kingdom or 

the kingdom of the ten tribes of Israel.   Jerusalem was the capital of the Southern Kingdom or the Kingdom of 

Judah. 
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[The above map is adapted from Baker Encyclopedia of Bible Places, John J. Bimson, editor (Intervarsity Press, 1995), p. 240]. 

B) In 722 B.C. God judged the Northern Kingdom of Israel by allowing the Assyrian army to defeat the city of 

Samaria and to carry away the people as CAPTIVES (2 Kings 17:5-6). Why did God allow this terrible 

judgment to fall upon them (see 2 Kings 17:7-18)?  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C) Not all of the people of Samaria were taken away in the captivity. The Assyrians probably carried away most 

of the chief men--men of wealth and importance.  Many of the poor and common people were allowed to 

remain in the land. 

D) These Jews who were allowed to remain in the region of Samaria soon intermarried with Gentiles (heathen 

people), and this mixed race became known as the ________________________ (John 4:9). 

Philip did an amazing thing. He preached God’s good news to a people that most Jews hated. He brought God’s 

message of salvation and forgiveness to these people. Did they believe the gospel message that Philip preached 

(Acts 8:6,12)? _____ Were they baptized in water (Acts 8:12)? ______ 
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Was it right for Philip to preach the gospel to these Samaritan people? Answer these  questions by underlining 

either True-False: 

True or False: Jesus told His disciples to go into all the world and preach 
the gospel to everyone except the Samaritans (Mark 16:15). 

True or False: Jesus told His disciples to be His witnesses everywhere 
except in the land of Samaria (Acts 1:8). 

True or False: Jesus told His disciples to teach all nations except for the 
Samaritan nation (Matthew 28:19). 

Did the Lord Jesus ever talk to the Samaritans about eternal life and salvation (John 4:4,5,7,9,14,39-42)? 

_______ 

In the early days of the United States there was a group of people who were looked down upon even as the Jews 

looked down upon the Samaritans. These were the African American people who had been taken from their 

African homeland and made slaves in America. Although some of the slave owners were kind to their slaves 

and treated them well, there were many African Americans who were treated shamefully and often with outright 

cruelty. Many believed that the African American person occupied a place in life somewhere above the animals 

but also somewhat below the human. Many of the preachers in America were not even willing to take the gospel 

to these people.  To neglect any group of people is shameful. 

Just as God sent Philip to the Samaritans, so also God sent a preacher to the slaves in American. About the year 

1740, a great English preacher, George Whitefield, came to America to preach the gospel and to build a home 

for orphans. Whitefield knew that the gospel message was to go to all men, including African Americans. He 

was concerned about the way some of the slaves were being treated. He he wrote a letter to the people of 

Maryland, Virginia, North and South Carolina, in which he rebuked the slave owners for mistreating their 

slaves. This angered many people. The truth sometimes hurts! 

Whitefield was one of the first preachers to send forth the message of salvation to African Americans wherever 

he went. At the close of one of his messages, he said these words to the slaves who were in his audience: 

"I must not forget the poor negroes. No, I must not. Jesus Christ has died for them, as well as for others...In 

Jesus Christ there is neither male nor female, bond (slave) or free; even you may be the children of God, if you 

believe in Jesus. If you believe you shall be saved." 

Many did believe. On one occasion nearly fifty African Americans came to the place where Whitefield was 

staying. They wanted to give thanks to God for what He had done for their souls! Many of the slaves would 

return to their work with their burdens lightened. They would think about the wonderful truths that Whitefield 

had told them. As they would toil in the fields they would repeat over and over again some phrase they had 

heard from the preacher’s lips. They would even begin to sing the words and add to them and repeat their song 

over and over. These songs became known as Negro Spirituals. George Whitefield has been called the first 

great friend of the American slaves. 
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The Ethiopian Eunuch is Saved 

George Whitefield was not the only one who preached to Africans. Hundreds of years earlier God sent Philip to 

preach to a man from Ethiopia (Acts 8:26-27), a country in northern Africa. It is very likely that this Ethiopian 

man was dark-skinned. The Greek word "Ethiopia" (Acts 8:27) means "BURNT-FACE" which indicates that 

the people from this African country of Ethiopia were dark-faced. In fact, the prophet Jeremiah had once asked 

this question: "Can the ________________________ change his ___________, or the 

________________________ his _________________?" (Jeremiah 13:23). What is the answer to these 

questions? _______ It would take a miracle for the leopard’s spots to change into stripes like a tiger! It would 

take a miracle to change the color of the Ethiopian’s skin, but it would take even a greater miracle to change his 

heart. God did such a miracle in Acts chapter 8. Philip preached unto him J__________ (Acts 8:35). Did he 

believe the message (Acts 8:37)? _____ Was he baptized in water (Acts 8:36-39)? _____ Did God change the 

heart of this African? ______ 

When Philip first came to this man, he was reading the book of Isaiah (Acts 8:30), but he did not understand 

what he was reading (Acts 8:31). Was Philip able to help him (Acts 8:35)? ______ 

Suppose one of your unsaved friends was found reading in the gospel of John, in the third chapter and the 

sixteenth verse (John 3:16). What if your friend were to say, "I do not understand what I am reading. Please 

help me!" Would you be able to help your friend? What would you say? 

What should be true about a person before he (or she) should be baptized in water (Acts 8:36-38)? 

________________________________________________ Are little babies able to believe in Christ? Should 

little babies be baptized?______ Why or why not?  Have you believed in Christ and received Him as your 

Saviour? Have you been baptized? If not, why not? 

  

Saul is Saved 

Who was the great enemy of the church who did everything he could to throw Christians into prison (Acts 8:1-

3; 9:1)? __________ Later in this man’s life, by what name was he known (Acts 13:9; Romans 1:1)? 

____________ Was this man present when Stephen was stoned (Acts 22:20)? _____ What did Saul do to those 

people who believed on Christ (Acts 22:19)? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

One day Saul decided to go to the city of Damascus so that he could continue to hunt for believers. But as he 

traveled on the road to Damascus, God did an amazing thing (please do the following MATCHING problem): 

1) _____ God blinded Saul. A. Acts 9:3 

2) _____ God made a bright light to 
shine from heaven. 

B. 

C. 

Acts 9:4  

Acts 9:8 

3) _____ God spoke to Saul.     

The risen Lord appeared unto Saul (see 1 Corinthians 9:1).   When Saul asked, "Who art thou?" Jesus answered, 

"I am Jesus whom thou persecutest." 
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Saul was persecuting the church (believers), but Jesus said, "You are persecuting ME!" What did the Lord mean 

by these words? In Colossians 1:18 we learn that the Lord Jesus Christ is the "H__________ of the body" which 

is the church. Jesus is the Head, and believers make up the body. If someone were to step down hard on your 

toe, would your head feel it? Whenever the body is hurt, the head feels it (pain always travels to the brain by 

way of the nerves). You can’t hurt the body without hurting the head. In the same way, you can’t hurt the 

church without hurting the Head of the church. Saul was persecuting the body (the church) but the Head also 

felt it!   What one does to the body he is also doing to the Head. 

After this amazing event on the road to Damascus, God spoke to a believer named A_______________ (Acts 

9:10) and told him to go to Saul and bring him a message. If you had been Ananias, would you have been afraid 

to do this (see Acts 9:13-14)? _____ Did Ananias obey God (Acts 9:17)? ______ 

One of the things Ananias told Saul was how many things he would suffer for Jesus’ sake (Acts 9:16). The 

Christian life is not an easy life. For Paul it meant a life of suffering. What were some of the sufferings that Paul 

went through (see 2 Corinthians 11:23-28)? Was Saul willing to suffer for Jesus (Acts 20:22-24; 21:13)? 

Saul was baptized by Ananias. Following his baptism, what was one of the first things he did (Acts 9:20)? 

_______________________________  He began preaching the faith which he once D____________________ 

(Galatians 1:23)!  Were the people who heard him amazed and surprised by this (Acts 9:21)? ______ The Great 

Persecutor had become the Great Preacher! 

The unbelieving Jews now wanted to kill Saul (Acts 9:23-24)?  The HUNTER was now being HUNTED! The 

church’s greatest enemy was now the church’s greatest friend, and the unsaved Jews did not like this. How did 

Saul escape (Acts 9:25)? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Saul then headed to the city of Jerusalem where the twelve apostles were. When Saul first arrived, did they 

believe he was a true believer (Acts 9:26)? ______ Perhaps they thought that Saul was just pretending to be a 

follower of Christ so that he could get to know believers and then harm them. Finally the believers in Jerusalem 

could see that the change in Saul’s life was real. God had done a wonderful thing. The church’s greatest enemy 

was to become the church’s greatest apostle and missionary! There was a time when Saul wanted to destroy as 

many Christians as possible. But after he was saved, Saul was willing to travel everywhere and anywhere to 

preach the message of salvation to as many people as possible! 

Is God able to change your life in a wonderful way? As with Saul, the change must begin with salvation: "If any 

man be in Christ he is a ______ creature; old things have passed away; behold, all things are become 

________" (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

Things are different now, Something happened to me 
When I gave my heart to Jesus; 
Things are different now--I was changed it must be, 
When I gave my heart to Him! 
Things I loved before have passed away,  
Things I love far more have come to stay. 
Things are different now--something happened that day 
When I gave my heart to Him. 

                        –Stanton W. Gavitt  
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CHAPTER 6 

The Good News Goes to the Gentiles 

(Acts 9-11) 

 

In our study of the book of Acts, we have already seen how the good news went to the Jews (Acts 2:5; also see 

Chapter 1 in these notes). In Chapter 5 of these notes we saw how the good news went to the Samaritans (Acts 

8:5,12,14). Now we want to learn about the first time that God’s good news of salvation went to the Gentiles.  

In Acts 1:8 the Lord Jesus spoke to His disciples before He went back to heaven, and He told them where He 

wanted them to be His witnesses: "But ye shall receive power after that the Holy Spirit is come upon you: and 

ye shall be WITNESSES unto Me both...  

   

Acts 1:8 

1. IN JERUSALEM--the starting point (see Luke 24:49)  

   

2. IN ALL JUDAEA--the home of the JEWS 

   

3. IN SAMARIA--the home of the SAMARITANS 

   

4. UNTO THE UTTERMOST PART OF THE EARTH"--the home of the 

GENTILES  

God Worked Miracles Through Peter 

The first part of Acts chapter 9 talks about Paul (Saul) and how he was saved. The last part of Acts chapter 9 

talks about Peter and how God used Peter in a special way. 

What city did Peter visit (Acts 9:32)? _________________ Can you find this city on a map? This city was 

located about 30 miles away from Jerusalem (northwest of Jerusalem). It was not too far from the 

Mediterranean Sea. 

In this city Peter found a man who was a paralytic. This means he was paralyzed and could not move parts of 

his body. Because of this he was bedridden. How long had he been paralyzed (Acts 9:33)? 

_____________________  Have you ever been sick in bed for several days or even for a whole week? How 

would you like to be in bed for eight years (about 400 weeks)? 

On this day a great miracle was performed. Who made this man healthy and whole? Did Peter or did Someone 

else (Acts 9:34)? _________________________________ When the people living in and around this city saw 

this man who was healed, did they turn to God or did they turn away from God (Acts 9:35)? 

___________________________________ 

This healing was followed by an even greater miracle. It’s one thing to be sick or paralyzed, but it’s quite 

another thing to be DEAD! 
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In the city of Joppa there lived a believer named Dorcas (Acts 9:36). She was a woman who was full of 

G__________ W_________ (Acts 9:36), and she did all that she could to help the poor and needy. What did she 

do for the needy widows (Acts 9:39)? __________________________________________ Dorcas reminds us 

that we too should "do ___________ unto _____ men," especially to believers (Galatians 6:10). 

The city of Joppa was only about ten miles from the city of Lydda where Peter was. Joppa was located right on 

the shore of the Mediterranean Sea. Many hundreds of years earlier Jonah had gone to this same city to find a 

ship so that he could flee from the presence of the Lord (Jonah 1:3). 

Dorcas became very sick; then what else happened to her (Acts 9:37)? ____________________ The believers 

knew that Peter was close by and so they sent for him and told him to come to Joppa right away. Peter came and 

went to the upper room where the dead woman was lying. Peter told everyone to leave the room; then what was 

the first thing Peter did (Acts 9:40)? _________________________ 

God did another amazing miracle through Peter. God raised Dorcas up from the dead, and Peter presented her 

____________ (Acts 9:41). As a result of this mighty miracle many people _________________ in the Lord 

(Acts 9:41). The same God who gave physical life to Dorcas is the same God who is also able to give eternal 

life to all those who will believe on the Lord Jesus Christ (John 6:47; 5:24). 

Peter remained in the city of Joppa with a man whose name was ______________ (Acts 9:43). Peter’s name 

was also Simon (Acts 10:5) so we need to be careful not to get the two men confused. Simon Peter stayed at the 

home of Simon the T____________ (Acts 9:43). 

What was a tanner? A tanner was a person who worked with animal skins and hides to make leather. This was a 

"smelly" business (working with the skins of dead animals). Simon used water in his work, so he lived right by 

the _________________ (Acts 10:6). Most Jews looked down upon people who were tanners because they 

would handle some animals that the Jews considered to be unclean. 

  

Cornelius the Gentile 

Cornelius was a man who lived in the city of Caesarea (Acts 10:1). This city was also located on the 

Mediterranean Coast north of Joppa.  Can you find it on a map?   Cornelius was a centurion which means that 

he was in charge of 100 soldiers. 

The most important thing to remember about Cornelius is this: HE WAS A GENTILE. What is a GENTILE? 

A GENTILE is a person who is not a Jew. A Jew is a person who can say, "I am a descendant of Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob!"  A Gentile cannot say this. Cornelius was not a Jew; he was a Gentile. 

The Jews were God’s special, chosen people. God had given the Jews wonderful spiritual blessings. God gave 

them the law of Moses. God made covenants with them.  God gave them wonderful promises.  God sent His 

prophets to them.   God dwelt in their midst, and even the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, was a Jew (Romans 

9:3-5). 

The Gentiles did not have these spiritual blessings. In Ephesians 2:12 we are told that the Gentiles were 

"without Christ...having no H __________ and without G______ in the world." In 1 Thessalonians 4:5 they are 

described as those who do not know ______.  Cornelius was not a Jew; he was a Gentile. 
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But Cornelius was a man who F______________ God (Acts 10:2). He was a man who wanted to know God and 

please God. He wanted to do good deeds and help the poor and needy. He was a man who prayed to God often. 

Cornelius was a God-seeker. He was not saved, but he was seeking to be saved and he wanted to be saved (see 

Acts 11:14). 

One day at about 3:00 o'clock in the afternoon, God sent a message to Cornelius through an angel (Acts 10:3-6). 

The angel said that Peter would come and tell Cornelius what he should do to be saved. God knew that Peter 

was going to visit Cornelius even before Peter knew this! 

  

Peter’s Rooftop Vision 

On the next day Cornelius sent three men to Peter who was still in Joppa. While they were traveling God 

wanted to teach Peter an important lesson. Before Jesus went back to heaven, He had told His disciples 

(including Peter) to "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to ______________ creature" (Mark 16:15, see 

also Matthew 28:19-20). But at first, the disciples did not preach to everyone. They only preached to Jews (and 

later preached to the Samaritans). Up to this point they had not really brought God’s good news to the Gentiles. 

How could God help Peter to understand that the gospel message was to go to all men? 

At noon time Peter went up to the housetop to pray (Acts 10:9). In the land of Palestine, the housetops were flat 

and there was a flight of stairs on the outside of the house which led up to the housetop. People would often go 

to the housetop to rest and relax. Peter went to pray. 

Peter became very _______________ (Acts 10:10). It was lunch time and he was starved! Suddenly God did an 

amazing thing. Peter went into a trance and he saw a remarkable vision. He saw a great 

S_____________(Acts10:11) and in this sheet were all kinds of animals including beasts, creeping things and 

birds (Acts 10:12). What did God tell Peter to do (Acts 10:13)? _____________________________________ 

Was Peter hungry? Did he do what God said? _____  Peter refused to eat any animal that was unclean (Acts 

10:14). God did this three times (Acts 10:16) so that Peter world never forget what God was teaching him. 

In the law of Moses (see Leviticus chapter 11) there were certain animals which God told the Jews not to eat 

(these were unclean animals, such as the pig–verse 7). Also, there were certain animals which God told the Jews 

that they could eat (these were the clean animals, such as sheep). God wanted them to learn to make a difference 

between what was clean and what was unclean. God wanted them to learn that they were His special people and 

that He had made them holy and clean (Leviticus 11:44-45). The Gentiles who lived all around the Jews were 

unholy and unclean, and God did not want the Jews to live as they did (Leviticus 18:3). God wanted them to 

know that there was a difference between God’s people (those who were clean and holy–the Jews) and those 

who were not God’s people (those who were unclean and unholy–the Gentiles). 

As soon as Peter had seen this vision, who arrived at Simon the Tanner’s house (Acts 10:17)? 

____________________________________  Peter soon learned that these men were sent by God (Acts 10:14) 

and that God had told Cornelius to send for Peter (Acts 10:22). Was Peter willing to go and see this Gentile man 

(Acts 10:23)? ______ 
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Peter Meets Cornelius 

Cornelius was not the only one waiting for Peter. He had also invited his relatives and close friends so that they 

could listen to Peter also. 

What did Cornelius do when he first met Peter (Acts 10:25)? 

________________________________________________________________________ Did Peter want him 

to do this (Acts 10:26)? _____ Who is the only Person who should be worshipped (Revelation 22:9; Matthew 

4:10)? _____  Peter did not want Cornelius to think that he was some great person.  Only God should be 

worshipped, not any person. Peter wanted Cornelius to come to know the Greatest Person of all--Jesus Christ! 

Usually Jews would have nothing to do with Gentiles. They would not keep company with them and they would 

not eat with them (see Acts 10:28 and 11:3). But Peter met with this group of Gentiles. Did he learn the lesson 

that God taught him (Acts 10:28)? _____ 

Peter had an eager audience. They were all ready to hear God’s message from the lips of Peter (Acts 10:33). 

They wanted to hear about a Great Saviour and a Great Salvation. 

Notice the very first thing Peter told them: "Of a truth, I perceive that God is no R________________  of  

P___________" (Acts 10:34). What does this mean? The expression "respecter of persons" comes from a 

Greek word which means "to receive (someone’s) face." In other words, it means to act differently towards a 

person because of his face or his outward appearance or his external circumstances (the situations that a person 

finds himself in that he really cannot help and that he really cannot change). If I am a respecter of persons then 

this means that I make a difference in the way I treat a person because of outward things (things that are not 

the most important) such as the way he looks, the way he dresses, the color of his skin, the country he is from, 

his family background, his religious background, how rich he is, how popular or famous he is, how powerful he 

is, and so forth (see James 2:1-9). 

God does not reject a person just because he is from a nation other than Israel or just because he is not a Jew. 

God looks at a person’s heart (1 Samuel 16:7), and God could see that Cornelius and those with him were 

GOD-SEEKERS. They wanted God and God wanted them! 

God was teaching Peter that His salvation was to be shared with all men. Notice how well Peter learned this 

lesson:  

1. Does God only accept the Jews who fear Him or does He accept those in every nation who fear Him 

(Acts 10:35)? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

   

2. Is Jesus Christ Lord of only the Jews or is He Lord of all (Acts 10:36; compare Romans 3:29)?  

_______________________________ 

   

3. Who receives forgiveness of sins--only the Jew who believes or "whosoever" believes (Acts 10:43)? 

________________________ 
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The Gentiles Become Part of God’s Church 

Cornelius and those with him really believed the message which Peter preached. God knew that they believed in 

their heart, and God did a wonderful thing! He gave them the Holy Spirit and made them part of the body of 

Christ (Acts 10:44-45; compare 1 Cor. 12:13). Peter spoke of this wonderful event later in Acts 15:7-9. The 

door of salvation was now open to the Gentiles and they became members of Christ’s church:  

1. In Acts chapter 2 the Jews became members of the Church. 

   

2. In Acts chapter 8 the Samaritans became members of the Church. 

   

3. In Acts chapter 10 the Gentiles became members of the Church. 

   

4. Today whoever believes in Christ becomes a member of the Church. 

   

5. Are YOU a member of the Church? Are you saved?  

Cornelius found the "God he was seeking! Was he baptized in water (Acts 10:47-48)? 

_________  Did Peter stay with these new believers to help them and strengthen them (Acts 10:48)? _______ 

  

Peter’s Mission is Questioned by the Jews 

When Peter returned to Jerusalem, there were certain Jews who felt that Peter was wrong in preaching God’s 

Word to the Gentiles and eating with them (Acts 11:1-3). But Peter told them the whole story from beginning to 

end (Acts 11:4-17). When Peter had finished telling them all about Cornelius, they realized that God had done a 

wonderful thing (Acts 11:18). It wasn’t really Peter who had reached out to the Gentiles, it was GOD!  God 

worked in and through Peter. 

God’s good news is for all people everywhere, regardless of nationality. If you are a PERSON, then who you 

are, where you are from, or what color skin you have does not matter.  God has a message of salvation for you. 

What if the early believers had refused to go to the Gentiles with the message of salvation?  What if they had 

preached only to Jews?  Would the history of the church have been quite different? Think about the local church 

that you attend. Are most of the people from a Jewish background or from a Gentile background? 

_______________________________ 

Are YOU thankful that God opened the door of salvation to the Gentiles? __________ 

Note: Are there any kinds of meat or food which are considered unclean for believers today (1 Tim. 

4:3-4; Rom. 14:14)? ____________ 
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CHAPTER 7 

The Growing Church is Attacked 

(Acts 11-12) 

The Church at Antioch 

We have already learned that after Stephen’s death, there was a great persecution against the church in 

Jerusalem (Acts 8:1). The believers were forced to leave Jerusalem. What did these scattered believers do 

wherever they went (Acts 8:4)? __________________________________________  In Acts chapter 11 we 

learn about those believers who were scattered to the north of Jerusalem and how God used them in a great way. 

According to Acts 11:19 these scattered believers traveled as far as Phoenicia (the major cities in this area 

would be Tyre and Sidon), the island of Cyprus, and Antioch. Can you find these places on a Bible map? As the 

believers went to these places they preached the word to the __________ only (Acts 11:19). 

In the city of Antioch, however, the believers preached the Lord Jesus not to the Jews only, but also to the 

Greeks or Gentiles (Acts 11:20). Was God’s hand of blessing with them as they preached (Acts 11:21)? _____ 

How many believed and turned to the Lord (Acts 11:21)? _________________________ 

Antioch was the third largest city in the Roman empire. The only cities that were larger were Rome (the capitol 

city) and Alexandria (located in Egypt). As we will learn later, the church in the city of Antioch played a very 

important part in God’s plan to bring the gospel to Gentile people who lived throughout the Roman empire. 

The believers in Jerusalem heard about what God was doing up north, and they decided to send 

B______________________ there (Acts 11:22). When he came he saw the work of grace which God had done 

in the hearts of these people, and he encouraged them to remain true to the Lord (Acts 11:23). Did God continue 

to save people in the city of Antioch (Acts 11:24)? ________ 

Barnabas knew that there was a need for more leadership in the church at Antioch. All of these new believers 

needed to be taught and strengthened in the Lord. Whom did Barnabas want to help teach and lead the new 

believers in the city of Antioch (Acts 11:25)? __________ Saul was living in Tarsus which was about 100 miles 

from Antioch, but Barnabas made the trip, found Saul and brought him to Antioch. How long did Saul and 

Barnabas stay in Antioch teaching the believers (Acts 11:26)? _________________________________ 

In Acts 11:26 we learn that "the disciples were called  __________________  first in Antioch." This was the 

first time this name was used! What name do you find in the word CHRISTIAN? C ___  ____  ____  ____  

____ . Christianity is not a religion (man trying to DO certain things to please GOD) but it is a relationship 

with a Person (who has already DONE all the work necessary to save sinful men--John 19:30), and this Person's 

name is C ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ .   Those who have a personal relationship with this PERSON are called 

C_______________________ (Acts 11:26). 

Does the verse say that the disciples called themselves Christians?  _____   They did not give themselves this 

name, but they WERE CALLED "Christians" by the unsaved people who lived in Antioch. As the unsaved 

world looked at these disciples, they were forced to think about Christ!  When they thought about the disciples, 

it made them think about Christ. This is why they gave them the name "Christians." 
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What about you? Can people look at your life and tell that you have a personal relationship with Christ? Do you 

live in such a way that people know that you belong to the Son of God? Can others see Christ living in you 

(Galatians 2:20)? 

Suppose one of your friends were to ask you this question: "What is a CHRISTIAN?" How would you answer 

this question? Suppose someone else were to ask you this: "How can a person become a Christian?" How would 

you answer? 

One day a prophet from Jerusalem stood up and told the believers in Antioch that there would be a great 

FAMINE in the land (Acts 11:28). Earlier the Jerusalem church had helped the Antioch church by sending 

Barnabas. Now the Antioch church was able to help the poor believers in Jerusalem. They collected money and 

sent it to the needy believers in Jerusalem. Jesus said, "By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye 

have ___________ one to _____________________" (John 13:35). The believers in Antioch did this deed of 

love for the needy disciples living in Jerusalem. 

  

The Church is Persecuted 

James is Killed 

  

The ruler of Palestine at this time was a man by the name of H____________ (Acts 12:1). This was Herod 

Agrippa I. He was a nephew of Herod Antipas, the man we read about in Matthew 14:1-12. Who did Herod 

Antipas kill (Matthew 14:8,10)? __________________________________________  Herod Agrippa I was also 

the grandson of Herod the Great, the man we read about in Matthew chapter 2. Who did Herod the Great kill 

(Matthew 2:16)? _______________________________________________________ 

Herod Agrippa I was a murderer just like his uncle and his grandfather. Whom did he murder (Acts 12:2)? 

_________________ the brother of ______________.  The following chart shows all three of these Herods and 

who they murdered: 

NAME OF RULER CHAPTER IN THE 
BIBLE 

WHOM DID HE 
MURDER? 

TIME 

HEROD  
THE GREAT 

Matthew Chapter 2 Innocent Babies 4 B.C. 

HEROD  
ANTIPAS 

Matthew Chapter 14 John the Baptist about 
28 
A.D. 

HEROD  
AGRIPPA  
(the grandson of 
Herod the Great 
and the nephew of 
Herod Antipas) 

Acts Chapter 12 James the brother of 
John 

44 
A.D. 
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James was a fisherman who had decided to follow Jesus (Matthew 4:21-22). He was the first of the apostles to 

be put to death for his faith in Christ. He was killed with the S______________ (Acts 12:2) which means he 

was probably beheaded. Herod was able to kill James’ body, but what was he unable to do (Matthew 10:28)? 

_____________________________________________  As soon as James died, where did he go (Philippians 

1:23) _____________________________________? 

  

Peter Is Imprisoned 

Herod not only killed James, but he also captured whom? (Acts 12:3)? _____________________  He wanted to 

kill Peter also, but he thought it would be better to wait until after the Passover week (the word "Easter" in Acts 

12:4 means "Passover week"). What mighty weapon did the church use to get Peter out of jail (Acts 12:5)?  

a. Sharp swords  

b. A band of soldiers  

c. Bows and arrows  

d. A bomb  

e. Prayer (see 2 Corinthians 10:3-4)  

Herod did everything he could to make sure Peter stayed in prison. Peter was chained to two soldiers who took 

their positions on either side of him (Acts 12:6). There were also guards before the door of the prison (Acts 

12:6). They did not want to take any chances. Perhaps they remembered the other time when Peter escaped from 

prison in an amazing way (see Acts 5:17-23). 

The Great Escape 

God waited until the very night before Peter was to be killed (Acts 12:6), and then He did a wonderful thing. 

God sent an angel to deliver Peter. What are some things that the angel told Peter to do (Acts 12:7-8)? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

What are some things that only the angel could do (Acts 12:7-8)? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

There are some things that only God can do and there are other things that God expects us to do. If we do our 

part (in the little things that we can do), God will surely do His part (in the big things that only He can do). Did 

Peter give glory to God for this great escape (Acts 12:11)?  _______ 

Before Jesus went back to heaven, He told Peter about the kind of death Peter would die (John 21:19). Did Jesus 

say that Peter would die when he was young or when he was old (John 21:18)? 

____________________________ Even though Herod tried to put Peter to death, it was not God’s time for him 

to die. Perhaps this is one of the reasons Peter was able to sleep (Acts 12:6). 

God allowed James to be killed, and He allowed Peter to live. When it comes to living and dying, God is 

completely in charge! He knows what is best for each person. In Hebrews 11:33-37 we read about some of the 

great heroes of the faith. Some were delivered and escaped but others were killed and died. In Romans 14:8 we 

read, "whether we live therefore or die, we are the _______________." 

What happened to the guards of the prison when they found that Peter had escaped (Acts 12:19)?  

__________________________________________ 
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The Answered Prayer Knocks at the Door 

Peter first went to the house of Mary where he knew that some of the believers would be meeting. When Peter 

arrived, what were the believers doing (Acts 12:12)? ___________________ What do you think they were 

praying for (see Acts 12:5)? 

Who came to the door (Acts 12:13)? __________________ Did she recognize Peter’s voice (Acts 12:14)? 

______ Did she let Peter in (Acts 12:14)? _______ When Rhoda told the others that Peter was at the gate, what 

did they say?  

a. "Praise the Lord! Our prayers have been answered!"  

b. "Thank you Lord for delivering Peter out of the hand of Herod."  

c. "Rhoda, YOU ARE MAD!!"  

They prayed, but when their prayer was answered, they did not believe it! We can learn a lesson from this. 

When we pray, we should expect God to do great things according to His will. Jesus said in Mark 11:24: 

"Whatever things ye desire, when ye __________, __________________ that ye receive them, and ye shall 

have them." Let us not be surprised when God answers our prayers. God is able to do far more than we could 

ever ask or even think (Ephesians 3:20). 

  

Herod is Struck Down by God 

One day Herod was sitting on his throne all dressed up in his royal robes and he gave a wonderful speech. When 

the people heard it they shouted and said, "It is the voice of a _______, and not of a ________" (Acts 12:22). 

Did Herod stop the people and say, "Wait a minute! You are all wrong. I’m not a god, I’m just a man"? Did 

Herod give God the glory or did Herod give himself the glory (Acts 12:23)? 

___________________________________ What happened to him because he did not give glory to God (Acts 

12:23)? _______________________________________________ 

God took care of James (2 Corinthians 5:8). God took care of Peter (Psalm 34:6-7). God took care of Herod 

(Psalm 94:1,3,23). TO GOD BE THE GLORY GREAT THINGS HE HATH DONE! 
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CHAPTER 8 

The First Missionary Journey 

(Acts 13-15) 

The Missionary Team is Sent Forth From Antioch  

In Acts chapter 10 we learned that in the city of Caesarea, Cornelius and other Gentiles heard the Word of God 

preached by Peter, believed it and were saved (see Chapter 6 of these notes).  In Acts chapter 11 we learned 

that a great number of Gentiles in Antioch believed the gospel and were saved (Acts 11:20-21). 

God wanted the good news of salvation to go to other cities as well. Other Gentiles (and Jews too) needed to 

hear the gospel message. The believers in the city of Antioch wanted the same thing God wanted. They wanted 

to send forth God’s message of salvation to others. As these believers prayed and looked for God’s will, the 

Holy Spirit set apart two men. Who were these two men (Acts 13:2)?     1) ____________________    2) 

___________ God had a great work for these two men to do!  

Who sent forth these men on their missionary journey (Acts 13:4)? 

_______________________________________________  The Lord Jesus once told his disciples to pray and 

ask the _____________ of the harvest to send forth laborers (workers) into His harvest (Matthew 9:38). God 

sends forth the workers into His harvest field! 

The believers in Antioch also had a part in this great work. Before Barnabas and Saul were sent forth, the 

believers prayed and laid their ___________ upon them (Acts 13:3). This laying on of hands communicated the 

following: "Barnabas and Saul, we know that God has called you and set you apart for this work. We are 

putting our hands on you because we are identifying with you in this work and we want you to know that we 

will be praying for you and asking God to bless your ministry." 

God’s laborers or workers for this important mission were Barnabas and Saul, but there was another man who 

came along to be a helper. His name was ____________ (Acts 13:5), who was also called M_________ (Acts 

12:25). This was the same man who later wrote the gospel of Mark. Mark was the cousin of Barnabas 

(Colossians 4:10). 

The Missionary Journey 

This first missionary journey lasted about a year and a half, and the missionary team traveled hundreds of miles 

by sea and by land. The following map shows all the places where they went. As you read Acts chapters 13 and 

14, you can refer to the following map to see where Barnabas and Saul went. 

 

http://www.middletownbiblechurch.org/ainacts/ainact6.htm
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The Island of Cyprus 

The missionaries began their journey by boarding a boat and sailing to the large island of Cyprus. Barnabas 

knew this island well because Cyprus had been his home (Acts 4:36). 

Their first stop was the city of Salamis where they preached the word of God in the 

____________________________ of the Jews (Acts 13:5). A synagogue was a place where the Jews would 

assemble together to pray and to read the Scriptures. Usually when Saul and Barnabas entered a city, they 

would stop first at the synagogue and preach Christ to the Jews. 

Next they traveled to the other end of the island to the city of Paphos. Here they met a magician named Barjesus 

or Elymas (Acts 13:6-8). This man was a Jew who claimed to be a true prophet of God. Was he really a true 

prophet or was he a false prophet. (Acts 13:6)? __________________________ Was he a friend or an enemy 

(Acts 13:10)? ________________ Was he a child of God or a child of the devil (Acts 13:10)? 

_________________________________ Whenever God does a great work, Satan tries to hinder it and stop it. 

Did this magician want Sergius Paulus to hear God’s Word (Acts 13:7-8)? _______ 

God’s hand came down upon this evil man in judgment. What happened to the magician (Acts 13:11)?  

a. He was struck down dead.  

b. He was blinded.  

c. He was afflicted with leprosy.  

d. He became deaf.  

This man was already spiritually blind (John 3:19-20; 1 John 2:11) and suddenly because of God’s judgment he 

became physically blind also! As a result of this miracle, what did Sergius Paulus the deputy do (Acts 13:12)? 

___________________________________ 

In Acts 13:9 we learn that Saul was also called ____________. Before Acts 13:9 he is always called "Saul" and 

after Acts 13:9 he is always called "Paul."
   

From now on in these notes we will refer to him as PAUL. 

  

Antioch in Pisidia 

The team left Cyprus and arrived in Perga (this trip was about 180 miles over water). It was at Perga that John 

Mark decided to turn back (see Acts 13:13 and 15:38). From this point on, Paul and Barnabas would travel 

without Mark. 

The next city which they came to was A_________________ in Pisidia (Acts 13:14). On the map (shown 

earlier in this chapter) you can see that there were two cities called Antioch. 

Paul and Barnabas entered the Jewish synagogue on the Sabbath day (Saturday) and sat down (Acts 13:14). 

After the Scripture was read, the rulers of the synagogue asked Paul and Barnabas if they had anything they 

wanted to say to the people (Acts 13:15). Who stood up and began speaking (Acts 13:16)? 

________________________ 

Paul’s message is found in Acts 13:16-41. In his message he talked about certain things from the Old Testament 

which were very familiar to the Jews (such as the time when God delivered the Israelites from Egypt, the 

wilderness journey, the period of the judges, King Saul and King David). He then preached Christ to them. At 
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the end of this message he told them how they could have their sins forgiven and how they could be justified 

(Acts 13:38-39). According to Paul, who will God forgive and justify (see verse 39)?  

a. All who believe  

b. All who believe and are circumcised  

c. All who believe and keep the law of Moses  

d. All who believe and try to live a good life  

Some Gentiles also attended the synagogue services. After Paul had finished preaching the gospel, who wanted 

him to return to preach again on the next Sabbath--the Jews or the Gentiles (Acts 13:42)?  

_______________________ Who returned to hear Paul one week later--a few people or a great crowd (Acts 

13:44)? ________________________________________ 

Who caused trouble for Paul and Barnabas and forced them to leave the city of Antioch (Acts 13:45,50)? 

__________________ Why did Paul and Barnabas shake off the dust from their feet (see Acts 13:51 and 

compare Matthew 10:14)? 

The unbelieving Jews were filled with _______________ (Acts 13:45) or jealousy, but the saved Jews and 

Gentiles were filled with ________ (Acts 13:52).  The Holy Spirit was doing a mighty work in the hearts of 

men and women.  

Iconium 

The next city was Iconium (Acts 14:1) and again Paul and Barnabas entered the synagogue and preached the 

good news of salvation. According to Acts 14:1, did some Jews believe? ______  Did some Greeks (Gentiles) 

believe?  ______   Who caused trouble for Paul and Barnabas (Acts 14:2)?  The unbelieving   ________ 

Did they stay a short time or a long time in this city (Acts 14:3)? ________________________ Did God 

perform miracles through Paul and Barnabas (Acts 14:3)? ________ 

The city was divided--some were for Paul and Barnabas and others were against them (Acts 14:4). They had 

friends and they had enemies. Some loved them and others hated them. 

Was the same thing true when the Lord Jesus preached? Were the people divided (see John 10:19-21)? _______ 

Finally Paul and Barnabas were forced to flee from the city of Iconium because their enemies were about to 

S________________ them (Acts l4: 5-6)! 

  

Lystra and Derbe 

The next city they came to was Lystra. Here they found a crippled man who never had W_____________ (Acts 

14:8). What happened to this man (Acts 14:9-10)? ____________________________________________ 

The people at Lystra were very superstitious. When they saw this great miracle, they thought that Barnabas and 

Paul were gods that had come down to earth in the likeness of men! According to Acts 14:12, they called 

Barnabas J___________________ (or Zeus, the King of the gods) and they called Paul "Mercury" (or Hermes, 

the messenger of the gods). In Greek and Roman mythology, Mercury was the god who carried messages from 

the gods to men. He had winged feet. They probably thought Paul was the messenger god because he did most 

of the talking. 
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When the people of the city were about to sacrifice animals to these two "gods," who stopped them (Acts 14:13-

18)? __________ Paul was able to use this opportunity to preach to them about the true and living God. Read 

Acts 14:15 and MATCH the following: 

1._____  Paul and Barnabas A.  The One who made heaven and 
earth and the sea and all things that 
are in them. 

2. _____  "these vanities" B. "We are just men like you." 

3._____   the living God 
  

C.  The false gods and idols that the 
people of Lystra worshipped 

Paul’s enemies from Antioch and Iconium were not satisfied that Paul had left their cities. These Jews chased 

after Paul and Barnabas and came all the way to Lystra. They wanted to stop Paul from preaching once and for 

all. What did they do to Paul (Acts 14:19)? __________________________________ Did Paul mention this in 

2 Corinthians 11:25?  ______ 

After they did this wicked deed, they dragged Paul out of the city, thinking that he was ________ (Acts 14:19). 

Was he really dead?   _____ Not many people are stoned and then live to tell about it!  The Lord took care of 

Paul in a remarkable way.  Paul rose up and the very next day he traveled to Derbe. God strengthened Paul in a 

wonderful way! If this were to happen to someone today, he would probably need at least a month in a hospital 

to recover! But God worked in Paul’s body and strengthened him so that he could travel and preach 

immediately. 

Derbe was one city where Paul was not greatly persecuted. In all of the other cities, the unbelieving Jews had 

persecuted God’s missionaries and even tried to kill them. Read what Paul says about other Jews who tried to 

persecute believers (1 Thessalonians 2:15-16).  The Jewish people were very hostile to the preaching of the 

gospel. 

  

The Return Trip 

After preaching and teaching in Derbe, Paul returned again to Lystra (where he was stoned), to Iconium (where 

he was almost stoned) and to Antioch (where he was expelled from the city)–see Acts 14:21. Why would the 

missionary team want to return to these places? Either they were very crazy or they were very courageous! 

Paul and Barnabas were concerned about the believers who were in these cities (Acts 14:22). They wanted to 

encourage these disciples (Acts 14:22) and make sure that each church had men who could lead and teach the 

believers (Acts 14:23). The disciples were told to C____________________ (Acts 14:22) in the faith (to stay 

true to the Lord even though persecution might come and things might get very difficult). Paul and Barnabas 

told them that through much T_________________________ (trouble, pressure, difficulty) they would enter 

into the kingdom of God (Acts 14:22). Did Jesus tell his disciples to expect tribulation (John 16:33)? _______ 

Sometimes people receive God’s Word with joy, but when tribulation or persecution comes because of God’s 

Word, then they fall away (Matthew 13:20-21). Paul and Barnabas did not want this to happen to the believers 

in these cities. They wanted them to continue in the faith and to trust God to help them overcome every 
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difficulty and danger. The same God who helped Paul and Barnabas and protected them in a wonderful way 

was the same God who could take care of these new believers. 

Finally the missionary team returned to Antioch, the church from which they had been sent forth (Acts 14:26). 

Paul and Barnabas gave a wonderful report of the great things God had done, and especially how God had 

opened the __________ of faith unto the G_______________ (Acts 14:27). 

What Must The Gentiles Do In Order To Be Saved? 

Certain Jews from Judaea cane to Antioch and told the Gentile believers something that was false. They said, 

"You cannot be saved unless you are CIRCUMCISED after the manner of Moses" (Acts 15:1). Circumcision 

was something that was done to every Jewish man (usually eight days after birth). See Genesis 17:10-14. Other 

Jews began teaching that the Gentiles must be circumcised and they must also keep the law of Moses in order to 

be saved. Was this teaching true or false? What does the Bible say?  

1. When Peter preached to Cornelius the Gentile, did he tell him to be circumcised and keep the law of 

Moses, or did he tell him to believe in Christ (Acts 10:43)? _____________________ 

   

2. When Paul preached in the synagogue in Antioch (where Gentiles were present also--see Acts 13:42), 

did he tell the people to be saved by circumcision or did he tell them to be saved by faith (Acts 13:38-

39)? ____________________________ 

   

3. According to Peter, are people saved through circumcision and keeping the law, or are people saved by 

grace (Acts 15:11)?____________________________ 

   

4. What does Acts 16:31 really say?  (circle the correct answer)  

1. "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and be circumcised and thou shalt be saved."  

2. "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and keep the law and thou shalt be saved." 

3. "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved."  

  

Have you done this?  Are you saved?  How do you know you are?  Are you thankful that the gospel message 

has gone to the Gentiles?  Are you thankful for the simplicity of the gospel message? 
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CHAPTER 9 

The Second Missionary Journey 

(Acts 15-18) 

  

The Apostle Paul wrote many of the New Testament books including Philippians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 

2 Corinthians and Ephesians. These letters were written to churches that were located in these four cities: 

Philippi, Thessalonica, Corinth and Ephesus.  There was once a time when each of these cities had no church at 

all.  How did these churches begin? How did the people living in these cities first hear the good news of 

salvation? As we follow Paul on his second missionary journey (Acts 15:36-18:22), we learn that God used Paul 

in a wonderful way in starting churches in these important cities. 

The following map shows most of the important places that Paul went on this second missionary journey: 

 

[The above map is taken from The MacMillan Bible Atlas by Yohanan Aharoni and Michael Avi-Yonah (The MacMillan Company, 

NY), 1968, page 154.] 

In this chapter we will not take time to study everything that happened to Paul on this missionary journey. You 

can read about these things for yourself in Acts chapters 15-18. Instead we will look closely at two things: 1) 

Paul’s refusal to take John Mark with him on this journey; 2) Paul’s adventures in the city of Philippi. 

The Beginning of a New Missionary Team 

Suppose you were to go into a town to do some shopping and the people of the town grab you, spit on you, 

punch you in the face, throw you in the river and tell you that they never want to see you again. Would you be 

very eager to visit this town again? 
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Paul once visited a city where he was not treated very well at all.  On Paul’s first missionary journey (see 

Chapter 8 of these notes), Paul was persecuted, driven out of town, and stoned to the point where his enemies 

thought he was dead! Did Paul want to return and visit the cities that had done all these things to him (Acts 

15:36)? _______ What courage this man had! 

Paul wanted to take Barnabas with him (Acts 15:36), but who did Barnabas want to take (Acts 15:37)? 

____________________________  Did Paul think this was a good idea (Acts 15:38)?  _______ John Mark had 

come along as a helper on the first missionary trip, but as it turned out, he was not much of a help. John Mark 

turned back and did not go with Paul and Barnabas (see Acts 13:13; 15:38). 

Barnabas and Paul disagreed strongly about whether John Mark should go. Finally Barnabas took Mark with 

him and sailed to the island of Cyprus (Acts 15:39). Who became Paul’s new missionary partner (Acts 15:40)? 

__________________ This new team went forth to some of the areas that Paul had visited on his first 

missionary journey. 

  

Why Him and Not Me? 

John Mark might have said, "Why didn’t Paul want to take me?   Silas got to go with Paul and I didn't. What’s 

wrong with me?" 

Do you ever wonder why sometimes others get to do things and go places and you do not? Perhaps your parents 

do something special with your brother or sister, and not with you. Perhaps your school gym class is choosing 

sides for a game of softball, and your friend is always picked first and you always seem to be picked last. You 

might think, "Why him and not me?" 

Perhaps the teacher in school asks other students to do special things, but hardly ever seems to ask you. 

Sometimes it seems that the other person always gets the better deal. Why is this so? Sometimes we feel like 

crying out, "Why not me?  What's wrong with me?" 

Here are some things to keep in mind: 

1) It may not be the right time. 

John Mark was not profitable to Paul on his first missionary journey and Paul refused to take him along on the 

second missionary journey. But look at 2 Timothy 4:11 and see what Paul said about Mark years later (just 

before Paul was going to die). Was Mark profitable to Paul at this time? ______  Mark was now older, he had 

learned many lessons over the years, and he was a much stronger person. In fact, God even used Mark to write 

the Gospel of Mark, the second book in our New Testament! 

Sometimes we need to wait until we are older (wiser or stronger) before we can do certain things or go certain 

places. 

2) God may want to teach you patience. 

Sometimes we have the selfish attitude, "I can’t wait; I must do It now!" But God must teach us that there are 

many things in life that we have to wait for. Sixth graders can do certain things that fifth graders cannot do and 

fifth graders can do certain things that fourth graders cannot do. You must wait until you are in the fifth grade to 

have fifth grade privileges, and you must wait until you are in the sixth grade to do the things that sixth graders 

do! 

http://www.middletownbiblechurch.org/ainacts/ainact8.htm
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3) You may not be ready. 

A seven year old may love cars and may really want to drive a car, but if he were allowed to drive at that age, it 

would be a disaster! John Mark was not ready to go with Paul on a dangerous missionary journey. It would be 

unwise to put a soldier in the middle of the battle if the soldier has never learned to shoot a gun! 

4) There are some things you must learn to accept. 

There are some things in life we need to cheerfully accept even though we might wish things could be different. 

For example, in Genesis chapter 37 Jacob showed that he loved Joseph more than his other sons by making him 

a very special coat. Did Joseph’s brothers learn to accept this cheerfully?  If their attitude had been right, they 

could have said something like this: "Even though we would love to have our father make special coats for us, 

we are thankful that Joseph is treated so well.  Even though our father loves Joseph very much, we know that he 

loves us too and we need to try to be the best sons we can be to him. We also want to be the best brothers we 

can be to Joseph."  Did they say something like this (see Genesis 37:4)? _____ 

Suppose you always seem to be the last one chosen when sides are picked for a ballgame. Is this something you 

can learn to accept? After all, God has not gifted everyone to be a great athlete. There are probably other things 

that you can do better than those who are good in sports. Can you be thankful that you can try to play your best 

and that you are not crippled and unable to play at all? 

5) Be thankful for what you can do! 

When Jesus went up to the mount of transfiguration, He only took three of His disciples with him (see Matthew 

17:1). Was Philip one of the ones that He took? _____ What should Philip’s attitude have been? 

a. "Why them and not me? Why did Jesus take those three and leave me behind with these other nine 

disciples?" 

b. "I would have loved to go with the Lord up that mountain, but He did not ask me to come, and He 

knows what is best. I’m thankful that Christ chose me to be one of the twelve disciples. I have the 

wonderful privilege of learning from the Lord day after day!" 

The next time someone else gets to do something instead of you, remember to have a good and thankful attitude 

instead of being mad and jealous! 

6) Prove that you are faithful! 

If John Mark had been a faithful helper on the first missionary trip and had not turned back and "quit," do you 

think Paul would have taken him on the second missionary trip? _____ Paul felt that John Mark’s failure on the 

first trip disqualified him from going on the second trip. 

Suppose your parents let you go for a picnic in the woods with some friends. Instead of returning home on time, 

you arrive two hours late. Then, to make things worse, the park ranger calls your parents and tells them that you 

left litter and garbage all over the picnic area and that you had started a fire in the wrong place. Would your 

parents be likely to let you go on a picnic in the woods one week later? If you want a person to trust you, then 

you must prove yourself faithful! 

Paul was not sure he could trust Mark for this important missionary work and did not want to take him along. 

Later Mark did show himself to be faithful (2 Timothy 4:11). 
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1. WHY HIM/HER AND NOT ME? 

2. WHY ME AND NOT HIM/HER? 

These two questions can cause us much trouble if we do not learn to THINK rightly and THANK God. 

How does thinking rightly and thanking God change me? God is the LORD that I need. God is the LIFE that I 

need. God has a plan and purpose and place for me TODAY. I will find God’s plan, place and purpose in the 

Lord Jesus Christ! 

Directed by the Spirit 

Look again at the map in the beginning of this chapter. Did the Holy Spirit want them to preach the Word of 

God in Asia (Acts 16:6)? _____  This does not mean that God did not care about people living in Asia, but this 

was not God’s time for Asia. Later they would go to Asia and preach the gospel there. In fact, even on this 

second missionary journey, the team went to Ephesus which was the capital city of Asia (Acts 18:19). As God’s 

witnesses, we need to be in the right place, at the right time, speaking the right message to the right people! 

The missionary team also tried to go into Bithynia. Did the Spirit allow them to go there (Acts 16:7)?  ______ 

Where did the Spirit of God want them to go (Acts 16:9)? ___________________________ God was in charge 

of this team--directing them and sending them to the right places at the right times. This work of preaching the 

gospel and planting (starting) churches was not Paul’s work. Whose work was it (compare Acts 13:2)? 

_______________________ 

Macedonia (today known as Greece) is considered part of Europe. This was the first time the missionary team 

went into Europe.  The first important city they arrived at was Philippi. 

  

Philippi 

There was no synagogue in the city of Philippi, so the missionaries went down to the river to a place where 

people often gathered to pray. Here Paul spoke God’s Word to a group of women. Whose heart did the Lord 

open (Acts 16:14)? ______________ Was she baptized in water (Acts 16:15)? ______ Did she show kindness 

to the missionaries (Acts 16:15)? _____ 

One day Paul met a demon possessed girl who was a soothsayer (or a fortune-teller, one who could tell what 

would happen in the future)--see Acts 16:16. Because she was a fortune-teller, she was able to earn much 

money for her masters (Acts 16:16). What did Paul finally do to the demon that was in this girl (Acts 16:18)?  

______________________________________________________ Without the demon in her, do you think that 

this girl would continue to be a fortune-teller? ______ Would she continue to earn money for her masters (Acts 

16:19)? _____ Were her masters happy and thankful for what Paul had done (Acts 16:19-20)? _____ 

Notice how Paul and Silas were treated by the rulers of Philippi (Acts 16:22-24). Their clothes were torn off. 

They were beaten with many stripes. They were thrown into an inner prison. Their feet were fastened in the 

stocks. 

If this miserable experience had happened to us, we probably would have cried, complained, grumbled or 

worried. What did Paul and Silas do (Acts 16:25)? __________________________________________ They 

had a wonderful prayer meeting and song service! They were praising God! The other prisoners must have 

really wondered what was going on! They knew that something was different about these two men! These men 

belonged to the living God. 
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At a later time Paul wrote to the Philippians. Read what he wrote in Philippians 4:4. Did Paul practice what he 

preached? _____ 

Many times, when believers start praising, God starts working! God did a great miracle (Acts 16:26). The jailor 

woke up in a hurry and after seeing the amazing thing God had done, he fell down before Paul and Silas and 

said, "WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED?" He asked the right question and Paul and Silas were ready to give 

the right answer. 

 

What must a person do to be saved? What answer did Paul and Silas give (Acts 16:30-31)? 

a.   Try to live a good life. 

b.   Keep the Ten Commandments. 

c    Love your neighbor and do good unto others. 

d.   Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

e.   Love God with all your heart and all your soul. 

When people ask us questions about salvation, we need to be ready with the right answers! 

Paul also told the jailor, "Your house will be saved!" (Acts 16:31). His "house" (household) probably included 

his wife, children and household servants. What did Paul mean when he said, "You will be saved and your 

house"? 

Does this mean that if the jailor believed on Christ then all of the people in his house would automatically 

become saved too?  If a father believes on Christ today, does this mean that everyone in his family will 

automatically become a Christian too?    This is not what Paul was saying.  In Acts 16:31, Paul was really 

saying this: 

"If you believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, you will be saved, and if those in your house believe on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, then they will be saved too." 

Did Paul preach the gospel to all those who belonged to the jailor’s house (Acts 16:32)? _______ Did all of his 

house believe in God (Acts 16:31)? ______ Were they all saved (Acts 16:31)? _____ Were they all baptized 

(Acts 16:33)? ______ YOUR PARENTS cannot believe for you. This is something you must do yourself.  If 

you believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, you WILL BE SAVED! 

In the next chapter we will take a look at some of the things that happened on Paul’s third missionary journey! 
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CHAPTER 10 

The Third Missionary Journey  
(Acts 18-21) 

  

Paul’s third missionary journey was different from the first two.   On the first two journeys, Paul reached into 

new areas where he preached the gospel and planted churches. On the third journey, Paul visited no new areas, 

but went to strengthen believers in cities where he had already been (compare Acts 18:23). 

On the second missionary journey the Holy Spirit directed Paul away from Asia (Acts 16:6) because God 

wanted him to spend most of his time in Europe (Philippi, Thessalonica, Corinth, Athens, etc.). On the third 

missionary journey, most of Paul's time was spent in Asia, in the city of Ephesus. 

The following map shows most of the places where Paul went on his third missionary journey. Keep in mind 

that most of his time (about three years) was spent in the city of Ephesus: 

 

In this chapter of notes, we want to take a look at some of the exciting things that happened to Paul in the city of 

Ephesus. We also want to learn about Eutychus, a man who once fell asleep while Paul was preaching, and 

plunged to his death! 

Superstition, Magic, Sorcery and Idols 

The people in the city of Ephesus were very superstitious. They believed in magic and witchcraft. They 

worshipped idols and false gods. Paul came into this city with the message of the true and living God. 
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Special Miracles 

God worked through Paul to perform amazing miracles (Acts 19:11). What happened to the sick who had 

diseases (Acts 19:12)? ______________________________________ What happened to those who were 

possessed by demons (Acts 19:12)? ___________________________________________ 

These miracles were done in an unusual way. Handkerchiefs, towels or aprons which had touched Paul’s body 

were brought to those who were sick or demon possessed and the diseases and evil spirits departed. This 

reminds us of the people who merely touched the H______ of His (Jesus’) _________________ and were 

completely healed (see Matthew 14:36). This does not mean that Jesus’ garment was magical or that Paul gave 

magical powers to handkerchiefs which touched his body. It just means that God chose to heal people in a very 

special way. If God wanted to heal everyone who simply touched a leaf or a piece of grass, could He do it? 

______  There was one time when God healed a group of people, and the only thing these people did was to 

LOOK (see Numbers 21:6-9, and compare John 3:14-16). 

  

Copycats of Paul 

As the people watched these amazing miracles, there were seven Jews who wanted to try to do the same thing 

that Paul was doing (see Acts 19:14-15). They had observed that Paul cast out demons "in the name of Jesus," 

and so they thought that they would use this same formula. They probably said to themselves, "If it worked for 

Paul, then it should work for us!" They thought that if they used Paul’s "magic formula" then the demons would 

come right out of people! 

These "copycats" came up to a man who was demon possessed. They probably said something like this: "Evil 

spirit, in the name of Jesus we command you to come out of this man!" Suddenly the demon answered them and 

said, "__________  I know, and __________  I know; BUT WHO ARE YOU?" (Acts 19:15). 

If Jesus had told this demon to come out, do you think it would have obeyed (see Mark 1:23-26)? _____   If 

Paul had told this demon to come out, do you think it would have obeyed (see Acts 16:16-18)? ______  Did the 

evil spirit obey these "copycats"? _________________Why not? 

Why was Paul so successful in casting out evil spirits? It was not because he used a "magic formula," but it was 

because the living God enabled him. The demons were not afraid of Paul, but they were afraid of the God that 

Paul loved and served.   Did these seven Jews love and serve the living God? ______ Paul had much more than 

a formula. He had the power of God backing him up! 

Unsaved people sometimes try to copy Christians even today. Sometimes unsaved people pray before they eat. 

Often they go to church and say prayers in Jesus’ name and even read the Bible.  Does a person become a 

Christian by doing all these things? _____ These kinds of people are Christian "copycats," but God is not 

backing them up. They do not have a real personal relationship with Jesus Christ. You could go to the zoo and 

imitate the monkeys, but this would not make you a monkey, would it?  

What happened to these seven Jewish men? They wanted to conquer the evil spirit, but instead the evil spirit 

conquered them! According to Acts 19:16 the man who was possessed by this evil spirit leaped on them with a 

furious rage.  He stripped them, wounded them and all seven of them ran out of the house.  How could one man 

overcome seven men? Are demons able to give a person superhuman strength (see Mark 5:2-4)? ______ These 

Jews learned that they did not have what Paul had, and they found out the hard way! 
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A Book Burning Party 

When a person comes to know the Lord, he may have certain possessions that he needs to get rid of. These 

things were part of his old life, but they are no longer part of his new life. Suppose a man has marijuana, 

cocaine, LSD and other harmful drugs, and also bad magazines stored in his basement. One day he believes on 

Christ, is saved and has a brand new life (2 Corinthians 5:17). What should he now do with the drugs and 

magazines?  Are these things part of his new life? _____ Sometimes there are things in a person’s life that need 

to go! 

Many of the believers in the city of Ephesus possessed certain books which were part of their old, superstitious 

life. They had all kinds of magic books, sorcery books and witchcraft books. What did they do with all these 

books (see Acts 19:19)?  

a. They gave them away free to unsaved people.  

b. They burned them.  

c. They sold them for a large sum of money.  

d. They kept them and continued reading them. 

These books were worth a great deal of money (see Acts 19:19), but these believers wanted to destroy them. 

They did not want to sell them because then other people would read these evil books. 

If you are really a Christian, are there any of your possessions that you need to destroy?    Bad music?  A book 

or magazine that is not good?  A DVD that is not good?   Other things that would be harmful to your body or 

mind? 

  

Paul and the Diana Worshippers 

In the city of Ephesus was one of the Seven Wonders of the ancient world--the great temple of Diana. This 

temple was built to honor the goddess Diana (who was also called Artemis). Diana’s temple was famous 

throughout the world. It was a very large religious center made with more than 100 columns of marble. Each 

column was a huge stone sixty feet high. In the temple was a statue or likeness of Diana. The superstitious 

people of Ephesus thought that this image had fallen down from heaven (see Acts 19:35). 

Because the people of Ephesus were so religious and superstitious, they loved to buy small statues and replicas 

of Diana made of silver. These were called "silver shrines" and were made by silversmiths. These little idols 

were copies of that great statue which was found in the temple. As you can imagine, the silversmiths had a 

booming business selling these "silver shrines" (Acts 19:24). 

Something was beginning to happen in the city which caused great concern to these greedy silversmiths. Paul 

had come into their city preaching the good news of salvation. Many people were believing his message and 

were being saved. Should a believer continue to buy these "silver shrines"? ______ Were these idols a part of 

their old life or their new life? _______________________ Should Christian people worship something that 

has been made by human hands (Acts 19:26)? _______ 

Do you think the silversmiths were thankful that Paul was telling the people about the true God of heaven? 

_____ The more Paul preached, the fewer "silver shrines" were sold, and the silversmiths were furious (Acts 
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19:24-28).  They stirred up the people of the city, and a big crowd rushed into the great outside theatre (Acts 

19:29). This theatre was somewhat like a football stadium, and it could hold 25,000 people! For about two 

hours this large crowd was shouting something. What were the people shouting (Acts 19:34)? 

____________________________________________________________  Finally one of the leaders of the city 

was able to calm the crowd down and the uproar ceased. At this time Paul decided it was best to leave the city. 

Almost everywhere Paul went, people either got saved or they got angry! This is what happened at Ephesus. 

Some became believers and others became belligerent (those who wage war and are very hostile). 

THE MAN WHO FELL ASLEEP DURING A SERMON AND DIED! 

As Paul was headed to the city of Jerusalem during the last part of this missionary trip, he stopped in the city of 

Troas. 

A Long Sermon 

On what day of the week did believers come together to break bread (communion) and to hear God’s Word 

preached (Acts 20:7)? _____________________________________________ What day of the week is this 

(think of a Calendar--which day comes first?)? ______________________  Do Christians today meet together 

on this same day? _______ What great event happened on the first day of the week which caused Christian 

believers to make this their day of worship (Luke 24:1,34)? 

___________________________________________________________ 

As the people of Troas came to church on the first day of the week, who was their preacher (Acts 20:7)? 

_______________ The Bible says he continued speaking until ______________________ (Acts 20:7).  Has 

your Pastor ever preached until midnight? ______ We are not told when Paul started his sermon, but we are told 

that Paul was  ___________ preaching (Acts 20:9)! This was a very LONG sermon! 

Sometimes a Pastor might preach a little longer than usual, and we need to have the right attitude about this. 

Have you ever sat at the television set for one hour or more without getting up? Have you ever enjoyed a good 

meal and sat at the table (or at a restaurant) for 45 minutes to an hour? The Pastor is presenting us with a 

message that is more important than anything we will see on television! He is giving us a spiritual meal that will 

feed our souls! We need to thank God for a Pastor who loves the Bible and who loves to teach us God’s Word 

so much that sometimes he does not even want to stop.  Remember, one of the greatest preachers who ever lived 

was L___________ preaching (Acts 20:9), and he once preached until midnight! 

The Danger of Falling Asleep 

In the building where Paul was preaching many believers were assembled together. Not only was it crowded, 

but it was probably very warm because of the lamps that were burning (Acts 20:8). It was also past most 

people’s bedtimes (Acts 20:7). One man, perhaps because of the heat and the lateness of the hour, fell asleep 

and fell down three stories to the floor below.  As the believers took him up, they found that he was 

__________ (Acts 20:9). What did Paul do for this man (Acts 20:10,12)? _____________________________ 

Eutychus did not stay alert and did not stay awake. Instead of concentrating on what Paul was saying, he fell 

asleep and fell to his death. 

What about you? Is something terrible going to happen to you if you do not stay alert and listen to God’s Word 

being preached? If you do not concentrate on what your Pastor is saying, is some great disaster going to happen 

to you? 
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You are probably thinking, "Of course not! When I sit in church I do not sit in a dangerous place where I could 

fall and hurt myself. What happened to Eutychus will certainly never happen to me! If I do not listen carefully 

to what God says, I am not in any real danger." 

The Danger of Not Listening to God’s Word 

Don’t be tricked! There is a real danger if we do not listen to what God says in His Word. In fact, we could end 

up in more trouble than Eutychus. As you look up the following verses ask yourself this question: What danger 

is there in not listening carefully to what God has said?  See Hebrews 2:1-3; Hebrews 3:15; Hebrews 5:11 and 

Acts 28:26-28. 

 Eutychus was in physical danger because he did not listen attentively to the preacher. We could be in great 

spiritual danger if we do not listen to what God says to us in His Word. May we learn a lesson from the man 

who fell asleep! 
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CHAPTER 11 

"Fear Not, Paul" 
(Acts 21-26) 

  

Have you ever been traveling down a road and seen a sign which said, "DANGER AHEAD!"?   Some workmen 

may be using explosives, or perhaps there is a dangerous curve in the road up ahead. This kind of sign might 

make us wonder if we should keep going or if we should turn back. Such a sign might also make us fearful. But 

this sign is really our friend, because it warns us and helps us to know what is ahead. If there were no sign 

which said, "DANGER AHEAD," then we could really get into trouble. 

The Apostle Paul was traveling down a road which we will call "the will of God." It was God’s will for him to 

go to Jerusalem and then later to Rome. Often this road was a difficult one, but Paul knew it was the right road. 

One day as Paul was going down this road he saw a sign which said, "DANGER AHEAD!" 

The Warning Sign 

 

At the close of Paul’s third missionary journey, Paul arrived in the city of Caesarea. While he was there a most 

unusual thing happened.  A prophet named __________________ (Acts 21:10) came up to him and grabbed 

Paul’s girdle or belt. Agabus used this belt to tie up his own hands and feet. He then gave Paul the great warning 

sign. He said, "When you get to Jerusalem, the Jews are going to do the same thing to the man who owns this 

belt. They are going to bind you up and capture the person who owns this belt!" (a paraphrase, see Acts 21:11).  

Who owned this belt? _________  In other words, he was saying, "Paul, there is danger ahead in Jerusalem. The 

Jews are going to get you and capture you!" 

When Paul’s friends heard this, did they want him to go to Jerusalem (Acts 21:12)? ________  Was Paul willing 

to keep going down the road even though there was trouble ahead (Acts 21:13)? _____ Were Paul’s friends able 

to talk him out of it (Acts 21:14)? ________ 

How could Paul be so brave? Why wasn’t he afraid? Where did he get such courage to enter Jerusalem, even 

though he knew that his life would be in great danger? 
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Sometimes we are afraid because we do not know what to expect. We are not sure what is going to happen to 

us. Suppose you had to go into the hospital to have some teeth pulled or to have your tonsils removed. Would 

you want the doctor and nurses to tell you what to expect and to explain what they are going to do to you, or 

would you rather have it all be a big surprise? 

Most people want to know what to expect. Paul knew what to expect, and this is one reason he was not afraid. 

Did Paul expect to live an easy life or did he expect to suffer (Acts 9:16)? 

____________________________________ God told Paul that he would suffer, and Paul knew this right from 

the beginning of his Christian life. He knew what to expect. Paul did not know everything that would happen to 

him in Jerusalem (see Acts 20:22), but he did know he would be captured and afflicted (see Acts 20:23). 

We do not know what is down the road (Proverbs 27:1), but God knows! God is never taken by surprise! 

Suppose you are a passenger on a large ship. You might not know where you are and you might not be sure 

where the ship is headed, but THE CAPTAIN DOES! He knows where he is going and he knows what he is 

doing, and because of this, you do not have to be afraid. Christ is our Captain! 

  

The Prophecy of Agabus Comes True 

Paul arrived in the city of Jerusalem and went into the temple. One day the Jews laid their hands on him (Acts 

21:27) and took him out of the T____________ (Acts 21:30). They even wanted to K_____ him (Acts 21:31). 

The warning which Agabus had given was coming true.  Paul was in trouble. Should he start being afraid now? 

The Jews began beating Paul (Acts 21:32). They would have killed him, but before they could do this, the 

Romans captured Paul and protected him from the Jews (Acts 21:32-33).  The Romans believed that a man had 

a right to a fair trial. 

Paul's experience was very similar to what happened to Jesus years earlier in this same city. The Jews wanted to 

kill Paul. Did they want to kill Jesus also (Matthew 27:1)? _____ The Romans wanted to give Paul a fair trial 

and set him free if he were innocent. Is this what the Roman governor wanted to do with Christ (Luke 23:13-

16)? ________ Concerning Paul, the Jews cried out, "AWAY WITH HIM" (Acts 21:36). Is this the same thing 

they had once said concerning Jesus (John 19:15)? _______ 

Paul knew what to expect. Jesus had once said, "The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have 

_____________________ me, they will also persecute Y_____" (John 15:20). Paul was willing to suffer and to 

be treated just like Christ was! 

Paul had the opportunity to speak to this crowd of Jews (see Acts 21:40). His message to them is found in Acts 

22:1-21. In this message he shared with them his own personal testimony about how he was saved. Toward the 

end of his testimony he was interrupted by the crowd, and what did they say (Acts 22:22)?  

a. "Paul, we are amazed at the way God has worked in your life. If Christ could save you in such a 

wonderful way, then we want Him to be our Saviour too!" 

   

b. "Away with such a fellow from the earth: for it is not fit that he should live!"  

What else did this wild crowd do (Acts 22:23)?___________________________________________________ 
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The Hunger Strike 

In 1981 a group of prisoners in Ireland wanted the British government to consider them as "political prisoners" 

and not just as common criminals. In order to get the British government to meet their demands, many of them 

said, "We are not going to eat anything until we get what we want!"  And so they went on a "hunger strike" and 

refused to eat. Many of them died of starvation. 

In the book of Acts we learn of a group of more than 40 men who said, "We are not going to eat or drink 

anything until we get what we want!" What did they want (Acts 23:12,21)? ____________________________  

Should Paul start being afraid now? 

These Jewish men had an evil plot to get rid of Paul once and for all (Acts 23:15).  Something happened which 

foiled their plot.  Who found out about their plot (Acts 23:16)? ______________________________________  

This young man told Paul, then he told the chief captain, and the Romans were able to protect Paul and get him 

out of the city of Jerusalem. God gave Paul a large number of bodyguards (see Acts 23:23): 

How many soldiers were there? _________________ 

How many horsemen were there? _________________ 

How many spearmen were there? _________________  

We might wonder what happened to those men who took that oath and went on that hunger strike. We know 

that they never got what they wanted. Did they keep their oath? If they did, then the man they wanted to kill 

lived longer than all of them! 

  

"Do You Want to Harm Me? Sorry, You Must Have Permission!" 

What if you had more than 40 men who would rather die than see you alive? Would that frighten you? 

Paul knew that no one could harm him without God’s permission. He also knew that it was God’s plan for him 

to go to the city of R_________ (Acts 23:11). If Paul were to die or be killed in Jerusalem, then how could he 

go to Rome? Even if five million people wanted Paul to die, it is what God wants that really counts!  

Some people are afraid of lightning. When a storm comes, they are afraid that the lightning might strike them. 

Has lightning ever killed people? _____  Does this mean we should be afraid? 

There is one thing we must never forget. Who is the One who controls the lightning and all the forces of nature 

(compare Psalm 148:8)? __________  If God is controlling it, then no lightning bolt can go anywhere without 

God’s permission! The God who created me, who loves me, and who saved me is the same God who is in 

charge of the lightning! 

Can Satan harm a person without God’s permission (Job 1:11-12; 2:4-6)? ______ Satan can only go so far! 

  

"Fear Not, Paul!" 

Paul was told that there would be trouble down the road. God told him what to expect, but He also told Paul to 

"be of good C______________" (Acts 23:11). As believers, God also tells us what to expect as we walk down 

life’s road. Jesus said, "In the world ye shall have T_______________________ (trouble, difficulty, trials)" 
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(John 16:33). But Jesus also said, "Be of good C___________, I have overcome the world" (John 16:33). God is 

the WINNER, and those who belong to Him cannot lose! 

God gives people a general understanding of what to expect down the road. When trouble and difficulty are 

ahead, God usually gives advance notice. Did God tell the children of Israel that they would be slaves in the 

land of Egypt long before it ever happened (Genesis 15:12-14)? ______  Did God tell the children of Israel that 

they would be conquered by the Babylonians and held as captives for 70 years (Jeremiah 25:8-11)? ______ God 

has also given us the book of Revelation so that men might know about the terrible time of trouble and 

tribulation that will come upon the world in the future. 

What does the future hold for you? As you look around you discover that people face all kinds of difficulties 

and problems. Life’s road is not always an easy one. There are school problems, family problems, job problems 

and health problems. There are also many problems in our state, our country, and our world which will affect 

you and your future. As you think about growing up and entering the high school years and even beyond that, 

what do you think lies ahead for you? (This question could be discussed in class.)   What kinds of problems and 

difficulties might you face? 

As we look ahead to these things, do we need to be afraid? Did Paul need to be afraid as he thought about what 

would happen to him in Jerusalem and later in Rome? What help does God give us as we travel down God’s 

road so that we can be of good cheer? 

As you look at the following verses, explain why Paul did not have to be afraid. Also explain why you do not 

have to be afraid (if you are a child of God). The first one is done for you:  

1. Deuteronomy 20:1 Paul knew the Lord his God would be with him in Jerusalem. I must go forward down the 

road expecting problems, but knowing that my God will be with me. 

2. Genesis 15:1 ______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

3. Deuteronomy 3:22 __________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________  

4. 1 Chronicles 28:20 __________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

5. Psalm 27:1________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

6. Psalm 46:1-2 ______________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

7. Psalm 91:2,5 ______________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 
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8. Psalm 112:7 ______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. Psalm 118:6 ______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. Isaiah 41:10 _____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. Isaiah 41:13-14 ___________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. Matthew 10:29-31 _________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

"Fear Not Paul !" "Fear Not, Believer!" 
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CHAPTER 12 

The Storm And The Shipwreck 

(Acts 27-28) 

 

The last chapter discussed Paul's capture, first by the Jews and then by the Romans. It was God’s plan for Paul 

to go to the city of Rome (see Acts 23:11). This chapter will examine the amazing journey which brought Paul, 

the prisoner, to Rome. 

Paul had been a prisoner in the city of Caesarea for about two years. Finally it was decided that Paul should be 

brought to Rome. The journey was made by sea, not by land. The following map will help you to see where the 

ship went which carried Paul: 

 

The Dangerous Journey 

Paul’s voyage to Rome is carefully described in Acts chapter 27. Paul knew what it was like to experience 

dangers or perils in the sea (see 2 Corinthians 11:26).  How many times had Paul already been shipwrecked (2 

Corinthians 11:25)? ______________  How long did he spend in the waters of the Mediterranean Sea (2 

Corinthians 11:25)? ____________________________  

As Paul faced another difficult sea journey, he remembered something that the Lord had told him in Acts 23:11. 

What had God told him?  

a. You probably will not bear witness at Rome.  

b. You might bear witness at Rome.  

c. You probably will bear witness at Rome.  

d. You must bear witness at Rome.  
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Does God always keep His Word? ______  Could a dead Paul bear witness at Rome? Paul knew that he must 

arrive in Rome because God could not lie. The voyage to Rome might be dangerous and difficult, but the 

destination was known! Paul knew he would get to Rome! 

If you are a believer in Christ, is your destination known? According to Matthew 7:14, every believer is on a 

journey which "leadeth unto __________." Peter tells us that we have an inheritance that is reserved in 

H_____________ (1 Peter 1:4).  Has Jesus promised us that someday we will be with Him in heaven (John 

17:24; 14:2-3)? _____ Will God keep His Word? ______ Therefore every believer can say, "I know that 

someday I will arrive safely in heaven because ________ said so!"  Our journey through life may sometimes be 

difficult, but our destination is known! 

Paul’s journey can be followed on the map at the beginning of this chapter. Remember, Paul was a prisoner, and 

there were also other P____________________ on board the ship (Acts 27:1). The first ship sailed to the city of 

Myra where Paul entered a large grain ship from Alexandria which was headed for Rome (see Acts 27:5-6).  

The passengers on this large ship included Paul, the other prisoners, soldiers, and the sailors. What was the total 

number of people on board (Acts 27:37; a "score" equals 20, and three score equals 60)? _________ 

Even at the beginning of the trip the sailing was difficult. When they arrived at the island of Crete, Paul warned 

them not to go on but to spend the winter right where they were (Acts 27:9-10). It was already October, and the 

dangerous season for sailing was from September 14 to November 11. Did they listen to the good advice which 

Paul gave them? (Acts 27:11)? _____ 

Instead of heeding Paul’s warning, they decided to try to reach the city of Phenice (also called Phoenix) and 

spend the winter there. They sailed for Phoenix, but they never made it (see the enlarged portion of the map). 

The Furious Storm 

Suddenly there arose a violent wind from the northeast (called Euroclydon--verse 14). There was nothing the 

crew could do except to let this fierce wind carry the ship into the center of the Mediterranean Sea. They were 

now caught in the middle of a furious storm! For many days the _______ could not be seen during the day and 

the __________ could not be seen during the night (Acts 27:20). Those who were on the ship lost all 

H___________ (Acts 27:20) and they were sure that they would perish in the storm and lose their lives. 

Paul Brings Good News 

When God spoke to Paul in the middle of this storm, what did the Lord say (Acts 27:24)?  

a. Paul, you probably will not be brought before Caesar in Rome.  

b. Paul, you might be brought before Caesar in Rome.  

c. Paul, you probably will be brought before Caesar in Rome.  

d. Paul, you must be brought before Caesar in Rome.  

Paul would be brought safely to his destination; who else would also arrive safely (Acts 27:24)? 

______________________________________________  Because of Paul, God was gracious to 275 other 

people! Sometimes the unsaved have a great deal to owe to believers. God would have spared the whole city of 

Sodom and not destroyed the people if there had been only ten righteous people living there (Genesis 18:32). 

Did Paul believe what God said (Acts 27:25)? _______ Paul could have said, "I know we will all survive this 

storm. I know so because God said so!" 
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Paul also encouraged the crew to eat some food and regain some of their strength. How many days had these 

men gone without eating (Acts 27:33)? _____________  If you went without food for this long, do you think 

that you would be weak? _____ Paul led the way (see verse 35).   He took bread and "gave _____________ to 

______ in presence of them all" (verse 35) and then he ate. Was Paul ashamed to pray before eating, even when 

unsaved people were around him? _____ Believers should always thank God for the food which He provides 

for us each day. Suppose a person thanks God before eating, and then begins to complain about how bad the 

food tastes. Was he really thankful when he prayed? When the crew saw Paul eating, they cheered up and began 

eating too (Acts 27:36)! 

  

Safe and Secure on the Ship of Faith 

Paul was on a ship headed for Rome. Every believer is headed for heaven.  We can imagine the believer on a 

journey, traveling on the ship of faith.   Every believer is on the "ship of faith" headed for heaven.  God told 

Paul that he would arrive safely in Rome. God has told His believers that they will arrive safely in heaven: 

 

According to God’s Word, how many on 
this ship would be lost (Acts 27:22)? 
___________ 
 
How many would be saved (Acts 27:24)? 
_______ Who said so (Acts 27:25)? 
_______ 

 According to God’s Word, how many 
believers (those who are on the ship of 
faith) will be lost (John 10:27-30)? ______  

How many believers will be saved and 
have everlasting life (John 6:37-40)? 
_______ Who said so? _______________ 

God will bring all believers safely to their heavenly destination! Does this mean that because we are saved and 

safe, we can act foolishly and live any way that we please? Did Paul say to the crew, "Because God has 

promised you safety, you can act foolishly and jump out of the ship and do whatever you want to do"? 

In Acts 27:30 we learn that some of the sailors tried to save their lives by getting out of the ship. They were 

acting foolishly and not with concern for the others on the ship. Notice Paul’s strong warning in verse 31: 

"Except these abide (stay) in the ship, ye cannot be _____________." Because of this warning they did stay in 

the ship.  How many of the people on this ship arrived safely on land (Acts 27:44)? __________ 

Some people might say, "Because I am saved and going to heaven, I can live any way I want to. I can do as I 

please and live as I please and God will still bring me to heaven." People who live this way are living 

FOOLISHLY and DANGEROUSLY!  Imagine a person who is rescued from shark infested waters getting into 

the rescue boat and saying, "I am now saved and safe. I think I will jump back in with the sharks!" HOW 

FOOLISH COULD A PERSON BE? 
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What if a person were pulled out of quicksand. Should he jump right back in?  What if a person were saved out 

of a burning building? Should he run back in?   Suppose God saves a person from sin. Should that person 

start living in sin because he is saved?   "Shall we continue in sin?" (Romans 6:1) What is the answer to this 

question (Romans 6:2)? ____________________ 

Paul told the people on his ship that they would be saved and that they would survive the storm, but he did not 

tell them that they could act foolishly. In the same way, God tells the believer that he is saved and that he will 

arrive safely in heaven.  However, God does not tell the believer that he can live and act foolishly and sinfully! 

When God picks a person out of the muck and mire of sin, He does not want that person to jump right back into 

the mud! Instead He wants the saved person to stand on the ROCK (Psalm 40:1-3)! 

From a Murderer to a God 

Paul and the others with him were shipwrecked on the island of Melita or Malta (Acts 28:1). The barbarians 

(foreigners) on the island were (see Acts 28:2):  

a. Very fierce and cruel  

b. Very warlike  

c. Very kind  

d. Very cannibalistic (they loved to eat shipwrecked people).  

They prepared a warm fire for the weary and wet survivors. 

Did Paul just sit around or did he make himself useful (Acts 28:3)? 

_____________________________________  Paul knew how to lend a helping hand, and we can learn from 

his good example. As Paul was putting the wood on the fire, a V_____________ fastened on his hand and bit 

him (Acts 28:3). This was a very poisonous snake, and the poison would usually begin to take effect in seconds. 

Did Jesus promise to protect the apostles from this kind of thing (see Mark 16:17-18)? ________ 

When the barbarians saw that the snake had bitten Paul, they thought he must be a 

M_______________________ (Acts 28:4). Even though these people had probably never seen a Bible, they 

knew that MURDERERS DESERVE TO DIE! These barbarians knew that sin must be punished! They knew 

that the wages of  ________  is D___________ (Romans 6:23). They thought that Paul was being punished by 

means of the snake, and so they believed he must have been guilty of a great crime. They thought he must be a 

MURDERER! 

Have you ever done anything worthy of death? Most of us have never murdered anyone. We have never robbed 

a bank. But have we done anything worthy of death (see Romans 1:29-32 and remember that "disobedient to 

parents" is included in this list)? ________   All of us have _________________ (Romans 3:23) and all sinners 

deserve D____________ (Romans 6:23)! The good news is that Christ ___________ for us (Romans 5:8). He 

died as our sinless Substitute! He died so that we could live and have God’s gift of E_________________   

L___________ (Romans 6:23). 

When the barbarians saw that Paul did not die (Acts 28:5-6), they quickly changed their minds and said that 

Paul must be a G_______ (Acts 28:6). In just a few moments Paul went from being called a murderer to being 

called a god! Paul probably tried to straighten these people out, even as he did earlier when the people of Lystra 

thought he was a god (Acts 14:8-15). Paul was only a sinner saved by grace, and a man that God was able to use 

in a wonderful way! 
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God knows what He is doing!  He makes no mistakes!   We are not governed by "bad luck" or "good luck," but 

we are governed by a GOOD LORD!  Problems and difficulties do not stop God from working out His good 

plan.  Not even a fierce storm could keep Paul from his God-intended destination. 

God will let things happen (problems, difficulties, dangers), but we should always remember that God works all 

things together for our good (Romans 8:28).  The believer's responsibility is to trust Him and believe His Word. 

In Philippians 1:6 we see that the believer should be confident (convinced) that God will finish that which He 

has begun.  What kind of work has God begun? ___________________   Where has He begun this work? 

______________  Will He perform (finish) this great work? ______ 

In the next chapter we will see how God used Paul in the city of Rome, even though he was a prisoner! 
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CHAPTER 13 

God’s Missionary In Rome 

(Acts 28) 

 Following the violent storm and shipwreck (Acts 27:14-44) and  following the snake bite (Acts 28:3-6), Paul 

finally made it safely to Rome (Acts 28:16), just as God had promised (Acts 23:11). 

Long before Paul ever arrived in Rome, God had said: "so must thou bear   _________________  also at Rome" 

(Acts 23:11).  How could Paul be God’s witness in Rome?  Paul did not come to Rome as a free man; he came 

as a prisoner!  According to Acts 28:16 there was a S____________________ who guarded Paul at all times! 

How could a prisoner be a missionary? How could Paul preach the gospel while in prison?  

The enemies of Paul must have rejoiced.   We can almost imagine them saying: "Hurrah! Hurray! The great 

preacher Paul is now in prison! He will no longer be able to preach! He will no longer be able to spread the 

gospel! The Christian faith is in real trouble now because its greatest preacher can no longer preach! The cause 

of Christ is now going to suffer greatly! This is the best news we have heard in a long time. We hope the 

Romans keep Paul in prison for many years!" 

These enemies of the gospel failed to realize one thing.  The Romans could lock Paul up in prison, but there is 

something that cannot be locked up!  They could put chains on Paul, but there is something that cannot be 

chained! Later in his life Paul wrote these words in 2 Timothy 2:9: "Wherein I suffer trouble as an evil doer, 

even unto bonds (Paul was a prisoner and Paul was chained); but the __________ of ________  is not bound." 

God’s Word and God’s truth cannot be chained!  They could lock up Paul, but they could not lock up the good 

news that Paul preached!  They could even put Paul to death (and later they did!), but they could not kill God’s 

truth! "The truth of the LORD endureth __________________" (Psalm 117:2). 

We have already studied about another time Paul was thrown into prison, which was described in Acts 16:19-

34.  Did the truth of God’s Word go forth even though Paul was in prison in the city of Philippi? ______ God 

used Paul in a wonderful way in that Philippian jail! God was glorified (Acts 16:25); the prisoners were amazed 

(Acts 16:25-26).  The jailer and all those in his house heard God’s Word and were saved (Acts 16:27-34)! When 

Paul was put in prison, amazing things seemed to happen! 

The Gospel Went to the Roman Soldiers 

Even though Paul was a prisoner in Rome and even though he was constantly guarded by a soldier (Acts 28:16), 

he was given a certain amount of freedom. He was allowed to see many visitors (see Acts 28:17,23,30). He was 

also allowed to write letters. During this time he wrote four letters which we now call Philippians, Ephesians, 

Colossians and Philemon. Paul could not preach to the Philippians and Ephesians and Colossians in person, but 

he could preach to them in these letters. Paul was able to preach by his pen, and even today believers are being 

helped and strengthened by the truths found in these four letters!  God's Word is not bound! 

Why did God allow Paul to be captured and put into prison?  In Philippians 1:12, Paul wrote to the Philippians 

and tried to explain why these things had happened to him. According to this verse, did Paul’s stay in prison 

HINDER and HURT the cause of the gospel or did it FURTHER and ADVANCE the gospel cause? 

_______________________________________________________ God’s GOOD NEWS continued going 

forth, even though Paul was in prison. How did this happen? 
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In Philippians 1:13 Paul explains the wonderful way in which God used him in prison: "So that my bonds in 

Christ are manifest in all the palace (guard)." As we have already seen, Paul was constantly guarded by a soldier 

(Acts 28:16). These Roman soldiers would take turns watching Paul. Probably every six hours another soldier 

would take his turn being with Paul. 

Just imagine if you were that soldier who was told to guard Paul. What would you notice about this man? 

Would Paul be different than most criminals? If you were a soldier watching Paul, what kind of a life would 

you see Paul living? Would you see a man who was bitter and upset and worried, or would you see a man who 

was rejoicing? Would you see Paul pray before eating his meals? Would you see Paul praying at others times 

also (see Philippians 1:3-4)? Would you hear Paul singing praises to God? Would you see Paul reading the 

Scriptures? 

It must have been very interesting to be Paul’s guard! We can imagine the soldier saying: "This is a very 

unusual prisoner! I’ve never seen one like this before!" He might even ask Paul, "What crime have you done? 

Have you murdered someone? Have you stolen something? Have you harmed anyone? Why are you a 

prisoner?" We can also imagine Paul’s answer: "My only crime is that I have gone around telling people the 

good news about a Saviour who can save sinners! Let me tell you how I was saved!" Paul could then explain 

how he was once an enemy of the church, and how he persecuted Christians until one day he met the risen Lord 

Jesus Christ on the road to Damascus. 

Yes, each guard had an opportunity to watch Paul’s life and to probably hear Paul’s story. Each one could listen 

to Paul as he talked to friends who came to visit him. These guards could ask him questions about Christ and 

salvation. Some of these soldiers (like the Philippian jailer in Acts 16) may have even believed Paul’s message 

and may have been saved. Paul could then spend his hours with them teaching them the great truths about 

Christ. These saved soldiers could be moved from place to place and sent all over the Roman empire. They 

could carry the gospel wherever they went!  Paul's prison had become a pulpit, and missionary soldiers were 

being sent forth to proclaim the good news! No wonder Paul said the gospel was being furthered (Philippians 

1:12)! 

Suppose different people were assigned to watch you twenty-four hours every day for a whole year! What 

would they see and notice about your life? Would they be able to watch you praying and reading the Bible? 

Would they see you obeying your parents and being kind to others? Would they be able to say, "This young 

person is very interesting. He (or she) is different from other young people of  the same age!"  Would they be 

able to see that Christ and the Bible make a difference in your life? 

Suppose you were to break your arm and end up in the hospital. You might say, "Why did God allow this to 

happen? Is there a reason for it? Why did this happen to me?"  Perhaps God might want to use you right there in 

the hospital. The same God that could use Paul in a prison could use you in a hospital room. There would be 

people around you 24 hours each day--nurses, doctors and other patients. You could be a missionary right there! 

Perhaps they would notice something different about you. Perhaps you would have an opportunity to talk to 

them about the Lord. Perhaps there would be another person with a broken arm that you could try to help and 

encourage. 

The Gospel Went to a Runaway Slave 

As we read the little book of Philemon, we learn something else about how God used Paul as a missionary in 

prison. In the brief letter to PHILEMON we learn of a runaway slave named O________________________ 

(Philemon 10). This slave had run away from his master whose name was Philemon. Philemon was a member 

of the Colossian church. Apparently Onesimus had stolen something from Philemon and had fled to the city of 

Rome. 
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This runaway slave RAN right into the Apostle Paul! Perhaps Onesimus got into trouble in Rome and was put 

in prison and perhaps this is how Paul met him. We are not sure how they met, but we do know for sure that 

Paul shared with Onesimus the good news of salvation and that he was born again (Philemon 10). The slave 

Onesimus was now a saved slave! 

Perhaps you have done things that are very wrong. Perhaps you have stolen certain things like Onesimus did. 

Perhaps you have done some very wrong things that no one knows about but you and the Lord. If this is true, 

God has good news for you. The same God that could forgive and save Onesimus can forgive and save you! 

The Bible says, "there is F________________________ with Thee (with God)" (Psalm 130:4). God’s 

missionary, the Apostle Paul, was able to share with this runaway slave the good news that God is able to 

forgive sinners. 

Paul knew that Onesimus needed to return to his master. Suppose Onesimus had suddenly returned to his master 

Philemon. What do you suppose Philemon might have said? Perhaps he might have said something like this: 

"You no good thief! Where is that money that you stole from me? You deserve to be punished for stealing and 

for running away!" 

Philemon did not realize that the slave who was returning to him was very different from the slave who ran 

away! Even though ONESIMUS was still a SLAVE, he was now much more than a slave. According to 

Philemon 16 he was a beloved B______________________.   Paul sent a brief letter to Philemon (which we 

now call PHILEMON) to explain that Onesimus was now a Christian brother. 

Should Philemon have forgiven his slave for all the wrong he had done (see Ephesians 4:32)? ______ When 

Philemon finally read Paul’s letter and saw his runaway slave who was now a believer, we do not know how he 

reacted.  However, he may have said something like this: 

 

Is there anyone who has wronged you or hurt you? If so, are you bitter and angry when you think about this 

person? Do you wish this person could be punished for what he (or she) has done? 

God wants us to learn to forgive (see Colossians 3:13), and to learn what it means to be forgiven by Christ. 

Suppose the Lord were to be bitter and angry toward us and suppose He were to decide that we ought to be 

punished instead of forgiven. If God were to do this, we would be destroyed! There would be no hope! But 

God’s mercy is great (see Psalm 103:10-12)! Since God has forgiven us (if we have received Christ as our 

Saviour), then we need to learn to forgive others! Consider carefully the story Jesus told in Matthew 18:23-35, 

and let everyone of us learn to forgive, even as we have been forgiven! 

*   *   *   *   *   *   * 
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The Apostle Paul was God’s missionary, even in prison. He shared the good news with the soldiers who 

guarded him. He shared the gospel with a runaway slave. He wrote four letters which have helped to strengthen 

and encourage believers down through the centuries. Even though Paul was a prisoner, did he stop preaching 

and teaching (Acts 28:31)? ______ 

We have come to the end of our study of the book of Acts. We have seen the Lord Jesus Christ working and 

acting through different men (such as Peter, John, Stephen, Timothy and Paul). Today we have the same God 

who wants to work through us! We have the same good news! We have the same Bible! We have the same 

Holy Spirit! May God help us to be the witnesses we should be wherever we are--at home, in school, in the 

neighborhood, or in any other place! Jesus said, "Ye shall be ______________________ unto Me" (Acts 1:8). 

 

 

 

 


