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THE BIBLE – ITS UNIQUENESS  

CHAPTER 1 

  

The Bible is the Book of Books!   It is unique. There is no other book like it in the entire world.  

It is the only Book God ever wrote.  Books written by men come closest to the truth only when 

they accurately reflect the message of God's infallible Book.  There is no man more ignorant than 

the man who does not know the truths found in this Book. 

One of the most famous professors of English literature of our generation was William Lyon 

Phelps, for forty years a teacher in Yale University.  He probably gave more lectures outside of 

his classroom on the great themes of English literature than any other one man of the twentieth 

century. In the Introduction to his book, Human Nature in the Bible, which he published when he 

was 57 years old, Phelps included a most remarkable paragraph on the necessity of knowing the 

Word of God. The man who wrote these words wrote them after he had been teaching for thirty 

years, and who lived the better part of every day among the greatest books of the world. The 

following is Phelps’ tribute to the Bible and the importance of knowing it: 

Everyone who has a thorough knowledge of the Bible may truly be called 

educated; and no other learning or culture, no matter how extensive or 

elegant, can, among Europeans and Americans, form a proper substitute. 

Western civilization is founded upon the Bible; our ideas, our wisdom, our 

philosophy, our literature, our art, our ideals, come more from the Bible 

than from all other books put together. It is a revelation of divinity and of 

humanity; it contains the loftiest religious aspiration along with a candid 

representation of all that is earthly, sensual and devilish. I thoroughly 

believe in a university education for both men and women; but I believe a 

knowledge of the Bible without a college course is more valuable than a 

college course without the Bible. 

If you know the Bible you will know the truth:  "If ye continue in my _____________, then are 

ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall know the _____________ and the _____________ shall 

make you free" (John 8:31-32). NO BIBLE, NO TRUTH.  Jesus spoke of God's Word and He 

said, "Thy ____________ is ______________" (John 17:17). 

It is interesting to note that the word "Bible" is never found in the Bible.  The only place it can be 

found is on the cover and on the title page, not in the text itself.  If you looked for the word 

"Bible" in a concordance, you would not find it.   

 



3  

 

Note:  A concordance is a very helpful book which lists all of the words found in the Bible in 

alphabetical order.  Strong's Exhaustive Concordance is recommended.  Many study Bibles have 

a brief concordance in the back which is not exhaustive.  This may be helpful but it does not 

contain all the words found in the Bible, just some of the words. 

The following illustrates that the term "Bible" is not found in the Bible, but the idea behind the 

word is certainly there: 

Nowhere in the Bible do we find the words, "Read the Bible," but see John 

5:39.  

Nowhere do we find the words, "Study the Bible," but see 2 Timothy 2:15. 

Nowhere do we find the words, "The Bible is absolutely true," but see John 

17:17. 

Nowhere do we find the words, "The Bible is living and powerful," but see 

Hebrews 4:12.  

Nowhere do we find the words, "The Bible is divinely inspired," but see 2 

Timothy 3:16.  

Why Do We Call the Bible the Bible?  

The word "Bible" comes from a Latin and Greek term which means "BOOKS," and that is 

exactly what the Bible is: A COLLECTION OF SACRED BOOKS.  [NOTE: Compare the 

English word "bibliography" (a listing of books referred to by an author.)  Also the Greek words 

Biblion (John 20:30; 21:25; 2 Timothy 4:13; Revelation 20:12) and Biblos (Acts 19:19; 

Philippians 4:3) are both translated "BOOK" or "BOOKS" (plural).]  God has given us a 

valuable and precious LIBRARY made up of 66 books and all bound in one volume! We call it 

"the Bible." What is so special about the books of the Bible?  
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The Bible Has the Answer 

There are three ultimate questions which every person needs to answer: 

        Where did I come from?   

        Why am I here?   

        Where am I going? 

Only the Bible, God's Word, can answer these questions.  A professor in college cannot help you 

answer such questions, unless he consults God's Book.  A philosopher can never provide solid 

answers to these questions because human reasoning and human thinking and human logic are 

not sufficient to find answers to life's most important questions.  A scientist is very limited 

because he was not personally present when the world began and he also has no way to tell what 

the future holds or what lies beyond the grave.  Man by himself does not have the answers to 

such questions, but God does. 

God was present when the world began and God certainly knows where man came from.  

"Where wast thou (where were you) when I laid the foundations of the earth?  Declare if thou 

hast understanding" (Job 38:4).   Each of us would have to answer, "Lord, I wasn't there.  I have 

no direct knowledge of these events.  In order to understand my origin, I need to listen to the 

God who was there in the beginning, and take Him at His Word." 

God knows WHY we are here.  God had a purpose for putting us on this earth and we will never 

find out the reason for our existence unless we find it out from God.   God also knows where I 

am headed.  He knows all about my future.  He knows all about what lies beyond the grave.   He 

knows all about where I will be five million years from now.   If we are to find out about our 

destiny, we will have to find it out from God. 

The answers to life's most basic questions are not a secret.  They have been revealed.  God has 

spoken.  God has told us all about the past, the present and the future.  He has told us about our 

origin, our purpose and our destiny. We don't need to be in the dark about these things.  God has 

given us a unique Book which answers these questions. We simply need to believe what God has 

said. 

Counterfeit Bibles 

There are real hundred dollar bills and there are counterfeit hundred dollar bills.  The counterfeit 

bills were made by dishonest men who desire to deceive people into thinking that their fake and 

phony dollar bills are genuine.  They want you to think that their bills are real and valuable, but 

in reality they are counterfeit and worthless. 
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There are men who have written books about God that are counterfeits.  These books claim to be 

a message from God, but they are not from God at all.  These authors want to deceive people into 

thinking that these books are the real thing:  A REVELATION FROM GOD.  Many are deceived 

into thinking that these counterfeits are really true.   

One such counterfeit is called The Book of Mormon, considered to be God's Word by those of 

the Mormon religion.   Jehovah’s Witnesses have distributed millions of copies of a small book 

entitled The Truth That Leads To Eternal Life.  However, what this book tells a person to do to 

have eternal life contradicts what the Bible tells a person to do to have eternal life.  Both books 

cannot be true; one must be a counterfeit.  If one has the truth that leads to eternal life, then the 

other must have error that does not lead to eternal life.  What does the Bible say a person must do 

to have eternal life (John 6:47)? _________________________________________  The 

counterfeit "Bible" of the Mohammedans or Muslims (the religion of Islam) is called the Koran. 

Mary Baker Eddy, who founded the Christian Science cult, wrote Science and Health With Key 

to the Scriptures.   Keys not only open up things, they also lock up things, and sad to say, Mary 

Baker Eddy's book has locked up the truth and hidden it from many people. There are other 

books that claim to be holy books which bring God's message to man.  Beware of counterfeits. Is 

there a difference between the Bible and all these other religious books? Is the Bible really 

unique and unequaled and in a category all by itself? 

In Romans 1:2 the Apostle Paul referred to the Bible (in this case the Old Testament) as "the 

___________   __________________. "    This is similar to what we find on the covers of most 

Bibles today:  the HOLY BIBLE. The basic meaning of the word "HOLY" is "SET APART." 

Suppose you had a bag filled with 100 small, ordinary, dirty stones that you found in a field or 

near a pond. How could you make one of those stones HOLY? You could take one stone out of 

the bag, clean it, polish it and mount it on a beautiful gold ring. In so doing, you would have 

made the stone HOLY–completely set apart and different from all the other stones in the bag.  

God in His grace has done this to every person who believes on His Son. He has set us apart 

(sanctified us–1 Corinthians 1:2; 6:11), made us SAINTS (holy ones, set apart ones–Romans 1:7; 

Philippians 1:1; Colossians 3:12) and made us different from those who do not know God in a 

personal, saving way. Likewise, the Bible is and always has been HOLY. It is completely set 

apart and different from all other books! Here are some of the reasons the Bible is different and 

unique: 

  

1) THE BIBLE IS THE ONLY BOOK WHOSE AUTHOR IS GOD! 

Apart from the Bible, can you think of any other books which have been authored by God? The 

Bible is the only divinely inspired book. In 2 Timothy 3:16 we learn that "all  

_______________________  is given by _____________________ of God," Literally this 

means "All Scripture is GOD-BREATHED--breathed out from the mouth of God, as if God 

were actually speaking the very words. Whenever we speak we are breathing out words. If you 

do not believe this, try to say something while holding your breath! To say that all Scripture is 

God-breathed is the same as saying that all Scripture is the Word of God (see Psalm 33:6 where 

the "word of the LORD" is equivalent to "the breath of His mouth").  
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God has breathed out the Scriptures and the whole Bible is from the mouth of God. No matter 

what verse you might read in the Bible, you should always realize that "the ______________ of 

the LORD hath ___________________ it" (Isaiah 40:5). He’s the Author! It’s His Book! No 

other book is like it! 

"I don't understand. We know that certain men wrote the Bible:  Moses, David, Isaiah, Matthew, 

Luke, Peter, Paul and many others.  If men wrote it, then how can we say it is the Word of 

God?"  The answer is found in 2 Peter 1:21--"For the prophecy came not in old time by the will 

of man, but holy men of God (such as Moses, David, Isaiah, and others) spoke as they were 

moved (carried along) by the Holy Ghost (Spirit)."   In other words, the Holy Spirit moved and 

guided these men in such a way that what they wrote was exactly what God wanted them to 

write.  These men were God's penmen.  God was the Author, but He used these men to actually 

write down the words.   

Suppose a father wants to leave a message for his family so that they will know what time he 

will return to his home. For some reason he decides to use seven different pens or markers to 

write his message.  Even though he uses these different pens or writing instruments, it is still his 

message. 

 

God decided to use many different men to be His penmen, but what these men wrote was the 

very message that God wanted them to write.  Their styles were very different, just as each of the 

writing instruments used in the above message is different.  For example, the Apostle John often 

used very short sentences and Paul often used very long sentences, but John's short sentences and 

Paul's long sentences both communicated God's Word with 100 percent accuracy.  

Consider David as one example of a man God used. David grew up and became a shepherd. One 

day as he realized the loving care and protection of the LORD, he wrote, "The ______________ 

is  M____ S________________" (see Psalm 23:1). God the Holy Spirit was moving David in 

such a way that the words that David wrote were exactly the words that God wanted him to 

write. Listen to what David himself said at the end of his life in 2 Samuel 23:2 -- "The 

______________ of the L__________ S_____________ by _____, and His ___________ was in 

_____ tongue." According to this verse, who was the One who really 

spoke?____________________ Whose Word was in David’s tongue?_________ 
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2) THE BIBLE IS THE ONLY BOOK WHICH IS ABSOLUTELY TRUE! 

Many books contain statements which are true and helpful, and there is much that we can learn 

and should learn from the books which men have written. The Bible, however, not only says 

things that are true, but the Bible is TRUTH ITSELF! The Lord Jesus Himself said, "Thy Word 

is _____________" (John 17:17). Thus, the Bible is the only book which is absolutely 

INERRANT and INFALLIBLE!  

INERRANT means that the Bible is totally free from error of any kind. In God’s holy Word 

there are no errors, no mistakes, no flaws, no contradictions, no discrepancies, no 

inconsistencies, no inaccuracies, no disagreements, no imperfections, no defects, no deceptions, 

no blunders, no misconceptions, no miscomputations (mistakes with numbers) and no 

misstatements. The Bible is absolutely "________________ from the___________________" 

(Psalm 119:160). 

INFALLIBLE means that the Bible is not liable to error (hence it is a synonym for inerrant). It 

is incapable of being wrong or mistaken or inaccurate or misleading. It is absolutely trustworthy 

and sure.  The term is sometimes wrongly used of persons. Roman Catholics, for example, 

believe that the Pope is infallible when he makes official declarations. No Pope or Priest or 

Pastor or Professor is infallible, but God is infallible and thus His Word is infallible (John 

10:35). People may err, but the Bible does not (Matthew 22:29).   

The truthfulness of the Bible depends on the God of truth.  God has an amazing reputation for 

truth.  He has never failed to tell the truth.  It is ____________________ for God to lie (Hebrews 

6:18).  He cannot _______ (Titus 1:2).  In the past, men who testified in court would put their 

hand on the Bible and swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.  The 

Bible communicates the truth of God which men desperately need to understand. 

  

3) THE BIBLE IS THE ONLY BOOK WHICH IS LIFE CHANGING! 

If the Bible is really different and unique and if it really contains the answers to life’s most basic 

questions, then shouldn’t my life be changed as a result of believing what this Book says and by 

obeying what this Book commands? In Hebrews 4:12 we are told that the Word of God is 

QUICK and __________________. The word "quick" means "LIVING." The Lord Jesus Christ 

Himself said, "the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are _________ " (John 

6:63). Peter, who was sometimes confused about spiritual things, knew one thing very well: 

"Thou hast the words of ___________________    ____________" (John 6:68). In fact, the Bible 

is even called "the Word of ____________" (Philippians 2:16). Has your life been changed and 

transformed by the living Word of the living God? If the Bible is really different, then it ought to 

make you different! If you have not experienced a changed and changing life, don’t blame the 

Bible, blame yourself! If you really want God’s Word to work in you, WHAT MUST YOU DO? 

See 1 Thessalonians 2:13. 
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The Bible contains the mind of God, the state of man, the way of 

salvation, the doom of sinners, and the happiness of believers. Its 

doctrines are holy, its precepts are binding, its histories are true, 

and its decisions are immutable. Read it to be wise, believe it to be 

safe, and practice it to be holy. It contains light to direct you, food 

to support you, and comfort to cheer you.  

It is the traveler's map, the pilgrim's staff, the pilot's compass, the 

soldier's sword, and the Christian's charter. Here Paradise is 

restored, Heaven opened, and the gates of hell disclosed. Christ is its 

grand subject, our good the design, and the glory of God its end.  

It should fill the memory, rule the heart, and guide the feet. Read it 

slowly, frequently, and prayerfully. It is a mine of wealth, a 

paradise of glory, and a river of pleasure. It is given you in life, will 

be opened at the judgment, and be remembered forever. It involves 

the highest responsibility, will reward the greatest labor, and will 

condemn all who trifle with its sacred contents. 
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 CAN I UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE? 

CHAPTER 2 

 

Suppose someone showed you a high level math book. Would you be able to understand it? 

Could you understand a college chemistry or college physics textbook? Have you ever seen a 

Hebrew lexicon (dictionary of Hebrew words)? Is this a book you could easily understand? What 

about an economics textbook, a mechanic’s manual for repairing your car, a book of navigational 

charts, a guide to computer programming, an advanced anatomy book for medical students, a 

textbook on composing music, a journal for those who are serious about investing in the stock 

market or a collection of architectural blueprints? Would you be able to understand most of these 

books? 

There are some books that are almost impossible to understand unless you become an expert in 

some field. Some technical books will make sense only after years of special training and study. 

For the average person who has never received this training, such a book would be of little value. 

He would probably think, "Why spend time reading something I can never understand? This 

book is not for me; it’s for the experts!" 

Many people feel this way about the Bible. They think the Bible is some mysterious and 

puzzling book which only a few, highly trained people can ever hope to understand. They 

believe that only "expert" theologians who have studied for years at seminaries can read and 

understand the Bible. For the average, common, ordinary, run of the mill person there is no hope 

of ever understanding God’s Book. "Perhaps the Pope, or a priest or a professor or a pastor can 

understand the Scriptures, but certainly I can’t."   WHAT A LIE! 

It’s a LIE to say that only a select few are educated enough and privileged enough to understand 

the Bible. For centuries (especially during the "Dark Ages") men lived in darkness, depravity and 

a state of spiritual death because they believed that the Bible could not be understood by the 

common man. Often this is what their priests and religious leaders told them. As a result, 

millions of people were discouraged from reading the Bible or even having a Bible of their own, 

and in many cases the Bible was not even translated into the common tongue or language of the 

people. 

  

GOD WANTS PEOPLE TO UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE 

1. God’s Word is for the World 

A good book should be understood by all those for whom it was intended. An astronomy book 

was intended for astronomers and they should understand it. An anatomy book should be 

understood by medical students or doctors because it was written for them. Legal books were 

written for lawyers to understand. If the book was intended for you, then you should understand 

it. 
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For whom was the Bible intended? Was it written only for Popes, priests, professors and pastors? 

The Bible was written for SINNERS so that they might come to a SAVING relationship with the 

living God. How many of the world’s population are sinners (Romans 3:23)? _________ How 

many of these sinners does God want SAVED (1 Timothy 2:4 and compare 4:10)? __________ 

Therefore, IS THE BIBLE FOR YOU? _______  If God intended the Bible for you, do you think 

He would also intend for you to understand it?   Would a father build his son a beautiful 

basketball court but never give him a basketball?  What good is a basketball court if you cannot 

use it due to lack of a ball?  Would the Heavenly Father give His children a Book but never help 

them to understand or use what it says? What good is a Bible if we cannot understand it? 

  

2. An Uncommon Book Given in a Common Language 

Some technical books (especially high level science or math books) are so complicated (at least 

to us "non-experts") that reading them is almost like reading a foreign language!  That calculus 

equation does not seem to make any sense! When God gave us His Word, He did not give it in 

some technical or difficult or "divine" language that would be beyond the grasp of our frail 

human minds. 

The New Testament, for example, was originally written in Koine (pronounced koynay) or 

common Greek. This was the natural and common language that was spoken by ordinary people 

throughout the Roman empire. The Bible could have been written in "classical" Greek (the 

written Greek used by Plato the philosopher, Thucydides the historian and Demosthenes the 

orator/statesman, to name just a few), but then only the well-educated, the intellectuals and the 

"experts" would be able to understand it. God wants "U____________________ (uneducated) 

and I____________________ men" (Acts 4:13) to understand His Word! One of Martin Luther’s 

greatest accomplishments was his translation of the Bible into German so that the German people 

could have God’s Word in their own language (instead of in Latin) and thus they could 

understand it. The Bible is an UNCOMMON book communicated in a COMMON language to 

COMMON people with a COMMON need for the salvation that is found in our Lord Jesus 

Christ! 

It’s amazing how simple the Bible really is. God did not choose long and difficult words to 

communicate His truth. Consider, for example, some of the simple and common words found in 

Matthew 13: sower, seed, thorns, ground, ears, field, birds, pearl, etc. Jesus used earthly 

language to communicate heavenly truth. 

This does not mean that everything in the Bible is easy to understand. Even Peter had difficulty 

with some of the things Paul wrote: "even as our beloved brother ______________ also 

according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you, as also in all his 

_________________, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things 

______________ to be __________________"  (2 Peter 3:15-16). Some things we will 

understand right away as new Christians; other things God will teach us years later as we become 

more mature in the faith. But whether we are new Christians or mature Christians, God wants us 

to understand His Word. 
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3. One Man who Needed to Understand 

In Acts chapter 8 we meet a man who needed and wanted to understand God’s Word— the 

Ethiopian Eunuch. In verse 30 Philip found this man sitting in his chariot reading the Bible (the 

book of Isaiah) and he asked him, ______________________ thou what thou readest?" or "Do 

you understand what you are reading?" 

Did God want this man to understand the Scripture? As we study this chapter we discover at 

least three things:  

1. God providentially and graciously provided this man with a copy of the Scriptures in a 

language he could read (verses 28,30-35).  This man was seeking and God provided him 

with the Bible, or at least a portion of God's Word. 

   

2. Philip had been busy preaching the gospel to multitudes of people (see verses 5-6,12,25), 

but then God sent Philip to one man in order to give this man the help he needed (see 

verses 26,30,35). Note: One of the reasons the Eunuch needed help was because he did 

not have the New Testament as we do today.  The New Testament had not yet been 

written. 

   

3. God gave this man enough understanding so that he could intelligently believe on the 

Lord Jesus Christ (verses 35,37).  

Does God want YOU to understand the Scripture? Has He given you a Bible that you can read in 

your own language? Has He given you believers who are able to teach you and help you 

understand? Have you believed on the Lord Jesus Christ? 

  

4. God Does Not Want Us to be Ignorant! 

In Matthew 24:15 the Lord Jesus said, "Whosoever readeth, let him 

______________________."  The person who reads the Bible (in this case the book of Daniel) is 

commanded to UNDERSTAND what he reads, because this is what God desires.  
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God does not want us to be IGNORANT: 

1. ______ Ignorant concerning Satan’s schemes A. Romans 11:25  

2. ______ 
Ignorant concerning the mystery of Israel’s partial 

blindness during this present age 

B. 1 Cor. 10:1-5 

C. 1 Cor. 12:1 

3. ______ 
Ignorant concerning the past failures of the 

Israelites 
D. 2 Cor. 2:11 

4. ______ 
Ignorant concerning the rapture (the "catching up") 

of believers 

E. 1 Thess. 4:13 

F. 2 Peter 3:5-6 

5. ______ 
Ignorant concerning the worldwide flood 

(judgment) in the days of Noah 
  

6. ______ Ignorant concerning spiritual gifts   

It delights the heart of God when we understand His Word (1 Corinthians 14:9,19,20). If a 

person refuses to read God’s Word and refuses to understand it and obey it, then God has no 

choice but to say: "If any man be ________________ let him be _________________" (1 

Corinthians 14:38). What is the real problem? Circle the correct answer:  

a. People cannot understand the Bible.  

b. People refuse to understand the Bible and they refuse to come in simple faith to the God 

who can help them to understand.  

c. The Bible is too difficult to understand.  

d. God does not want some people to understand.  

Read 1 John 5:13 and correctly complete this verse: "These things have I written unto you... that 

you might...  

a. be ignorant"  

b. be confused"  

c. go to the priest (or some other "expert") so he can explain it to you"  

d. KNOW" (God wants YOU to know and understand!) 
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HELPFUL HINTS IN UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLE 

  

1) Make Sure You Are Saved! 

The unsaved cannot understand the things of God. They are spiritually BLIND (1 Cor. 2:14; 

Rom. 3:11; Eph. 4:18). Only the living God can open their eyes and help them to see (compare 

Acts 16:14). 

  

2) Make Sure You Depend on God to Teach You! 

Who must give you understanding (2 Timothy 2:7) so that you might understand the Scriptures 

(Luke 24:45)? _____________________________ The Author of the Bible (God the Holy 

Spirit) can help you to understand the Bible! It is the only Book you can read and have the 

Author always present with you! 

  

3) Make Sure You Desire to Do God’s Will! 

Read John 7:17 (this should be translated: "If anyone DESIRES (WANTS) TO DO HIS WILL, 

he shall KNOW...."). If you really want to do God’s will, then you can be sure God will reveal 

His will to you through His Word. But, why should God reveal His will and His Word to 

someone who is not going to follow or obey it? Would you give someone $50.00 if you knew 

that they would go out and spend it on alcoholic drinks? God is very careful about giving out and 

revealing His truth! 

WHAT HAVE YOU DONE WITH THE TRUTH THAT GOD HAS ALREADY SHOWN YOU 

IN HIS WORD??? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



14  

 

TEN "MUSTS" IF I AM TO UNDERSTAND  

GOD’S WORD 

1. I must be born again.  

"Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, 

he cannot see the kingdom of God....Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again" 

(John 3:3,7). The person who is not born again cannot understand God’s Word: 

 

"But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto 

him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned" (1 Cor. 2:14). 

2. I must desire to know the truth as found in God’s Word.  

"Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on Him, If ye continue in My Word, then are ye 

My disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth , and the truth shall make you free" (John 8:31-

32). 

3. I must desire to DO God's will.  

"Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not Mine, but His that sent Me. If any man will 

do His will, He shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or Whether I speak of Myself" 

(John 7:16-17). 

4. I must desire to GROW.  

"As newborn babes, DESIRE the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby" (1 Pet. 

2:2). 

5. I must obey the truth that I already know. 

"If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them" (John 13:17). 

  

6. I must be a DOER of the Word and not a hearer only. 

"But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves" (James 1:22). 

  

7. I must not only learn Christ’s commandments but I must learn to observe (keep) His 

commandments. 
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"Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 

alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen" (Matthew 28:20). 

  

8. I must take heed not only to the doctrine but to MYSELF. 

"Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both 

save thyself, and them that hear thee" (1 Timothy 4:16 and see also Acts 20:28). 

  

9. I must understand that Bible study is hard work. 

"STUDY (be diligent, make every effort) to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that 

needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of truth" (2 Timothy 2:15). 

  

10. I must realize that understanding is a gift from the Lord and thus I need to be right 

with the Lord and spiritually prepared and ready to receive understanding from Him. 

"Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things....Wherefore lay apart 

all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, 

which is able to save your souls" (1 Timothy 2:7; James 1:21).  
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CHAPTER 3 

READING GOD'S WORD 

"Blessed is he that readeth" (Rev. 1:3) 

Here are some practical suggestions that might help you to 

get more out of your Bible Reading: 

  

READ REGULARLY! 

To insure good physical health we generally have three meals each day. How often do we feed 

on God's Word (see 1 Peter 2:2; Matthew 4:4; Job 23:12)? How often do we hear people say, 

"I'm so busy today that I do not have time to eat lunch and supper"? 

Perhaps you think you do not have time to read the Bible every day. A man once made this 

excuse to the great evangelist, D.L. Moody. He answered, "My friend, if you are too busy to read 

the Bible every day you are busier than Almighty God ever intended any human being should be, 

and you had better let some things go, and take time to read the Bible." 

It is good to set aside a special time during the day for your reading. Many Christians find the 

morning to be the best time because they can start the day by hearing from God. Others read in 

the evenings or during some quiet time during the day (some mothers might wait until after the 

children have gone to school in the morning). You need to choose a time that will work best for 

you. 

READ SLOWLY! 

What really counts is not how much of God's Word you go through but how much of God's 

Word goes through you! It is much better to read and understand one verse, than to read three 

chapters and not remember anything that you read in those chapters! A little read with the 

understanding is better than much that is read in haste. According to 1 Corinthians 14:19, Paul 

would probably want us to read five words with our understanding, rather than read ten thousand 

words so hastily that we do not get anything out of our reading! Likewise, you can get more from 

the Lord in five minutes spent unhurriedly than in thirty-live minutes with your eye on the clock! 
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READ SYSTEMATICALLY! 

Many people do not know where to start reading in the Bible, so they sometimes use the "lucky 

dip" method. They say, "Lord, show me where you want me to read" and randomly open their 

Bible and start reading wherever the Bible happens to open. Sometimes the Lord will bless this 

method, but in general it is not the best way to read His Word. 

To show you some of the dangers in the "lucky dip" method, consider the following illustration: 

The story is told of a man who used this method. The first verse he happened to turn to was 

Matthew 27:5 which says Judas "went and hanged himself." Since he was not sure how this 

verse applied to himself, he flipped to another passage and the Bible fell open to Luke 10:37: 

"Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise." The man was quite upset and he did not 

know how he could ever obey that, so he decided to turn to one more place. Again he opened the 

Bible at random and to his horror his finger fell upon John 13:27: "Then said Jesus unto him, 

That thou doest, do quickly." As you can see, this method could easily cause a person to take 

verses out of context! 

When we read a short story, we generally start at the beginning and read through until we get to 

the end. This is how the writer wrote it, and this is the best way to read it. We usually read letters 

in the same way. The same should be true with the books of the Bible. The best way to read is to 

start at the beginning of a book and continue until you get to the end. When Paul wrote the book 

of Romans, he did not write chapter 13 first and then chapter 8. He began with chapter 1 and 

then wrote chapter 2, etc. If he wrote it this way, shouldn't we read it this way? 

Have you ever thought of reading the Bible all the way through? Many believers have found this 

to be of great blessing. To assist you in this, Bible reading schedules have been published. Most 

people can read the Bible through in one year if they read for about one half hour each day. The 

Bible reading schedule will tell you how much to read each day.  See the Bible reading schedule 

at the end of this lesson. 

  

READ CAREFULLY! 

Pay close attention to every word. Do not overlook any details. Be a good detective and see what 

you can discover! Sometimes we miss what God has for us because we fail to see what is right 

before our eyes! Also, be careful not to let your mind start to daydream.  (To check this you can 

always ask yourself: What did I just read?) 

  

READ INQUISITIVELY! 

As you read the Bible, always be asking questions such as these: Who is the author or speaker? 

To whom is the passage written or who is the speaker addressing? What are the main ideas? Who 

do the pronouns ("he" "she" "they" "it" "you" etc.) refer to?  



18  

 

Some other key questions that will help to bring out the meaning of the passage as are follows: 

Is there any command to obey? 

Is there any promise to believe? 

Is there a good example to follow? 

Is there any sin to avoid? 

Do I learn anything about God?  

Do I learn anything about man? 

Is there anything I can thank God for? 

Questions such as these will help make the passage real to you. J.G. Mathieson tells of a little 

boy who was in the habit of attending the preaching of the Gospel every Lord’s day. Being 

unable to attend one evening, he decided to go to his room and read his Bible. His mother was 

upstairs caring for the little ones and did not know what her boy was doing. However she noticed 

he was very quiet. Thinking perhaps he was up to some mischief, she called to him, "What are 

you doing?"  He replied, "I am watching Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead!" 

He was reading from John chapter 11. He was so involved and careful with his Bible reading, it 

was as if he were actually there watching this great miracle! It was all very real to him. 

  

READ LOVINGLY! 

Think of a young woman in love with her fiancé who is separated from her by many miles. How 

do you suppose she would read his love letters? As soon as the letter arrives in the mail she 

would rip it open and quickly read it all the way through with great interest. Then she would read 

it again, this time very slowly. She would think about every word. She would lovingly meditate 

upon every phrase and think to herself, "I wonder why he said this?" Even after she finishes 

reading the letter she would remember much of what was contained in the letter and she would 

continue thinking about it throughout the day. 

We need to read the Bible in that way! And if you think about it, is not the Bible God’s love 

letter to us? (Read 1 John chapter 4.) 

  

READ PRAYERFULLY! 

Depend upon the Holy Spirit to teach you. Make it a habit to pray before you read. Psalm 119:18 

is a good example of such a prayer.  Why is this important? It is the Lord that gives 

understanding (2 Timothy 2:7). When your time of reading is through, the real spiritual exercise 

has just begun. Now you need to go out and put into practice the truth that you read. J. Wilbur 

Chapman has given us the following suggestions for how we can get the most from the Word of 

God:  

Study it through. Never begin a day without mastering a verse from its pages. 
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Pray it in. Never lay aside your Bible until the verse, or passage you have studied, has become a 

part of your being. 

Put it down. The truth that God teaches you, put in the margin of your Bible or in your 

notebook. 

Work it out. Live the truth you get in the morning through each hour of the day. 

Pass it on. Seek to tell someone else what you have learned. 

May the reading of God’s Holy Word be a constant source of joy and delight to your heart! 

"The studious perusal of the 

Sacred Volume will make better 

citizens, better fathers, and 

better husbands."  

--- Thomas Jefferson  

  

Bible Reading Schedule 

A Guide for Systematic Bible Reading 

  

"Never let good books take the place of the Bible. 

Drink from the Well, not from the streams that flow from the Well"  

                    – Amy Carmichael.  

"Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 

that proceedeth out of the mouth of God" (Matthew 4:4).  

"THUS ON THY HOLY WORD,  

WE'D LIVE AND FEED AND GROW.  

GO ON TO KNOW THE LORD,  

AND PRACTICE WHAT WE KNOW!"  

It's not how much of God's Word you go through that counts, 

but how much of God's Word goes through you!  
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Questions for Study of Bible Chapters:  

(1) What is the principle subject of this chapter?  

(2) What is the leading lesson of this chapter?  

(3) What is the key verse in this chapter?  

(4) Who are the principal persons in this chapter?  

(5) What does the chapter teach concerning Christ?  

(6) Is there, in this chapter, any example for me to follow?  

(7) Is there in this chapter, any error or sin for me to avoid?  

(8) Is there, in this chapter, any duty for me to perform ?  

(9) Is there, in this chapter, any promise for me to claim?  

(10) Is there, in this chapter, any prayer for me to echo?  

 

Johann Bengel's 3 Rules for Bible Study:  

1) Let the Bible be your source – not books, not great men, not public opinion, but only and 

alone the whole Bible. 

2) Read nothing into the Bible; this shows an unbiased and childlike way of studying Scriptures [ 

just let the Word say what it says].  

3) Do not ignore anything in the Bible, for all Scripture is given by inspiration of God (2 Tim. 

3:16).  

"I am standing on the Word of God, 

'Tis full of life divine; 

God's Spirit lives in ev'ry word 

And moves in ev'ry line. 

                                                          --E.M. Wadsworth 

Martin Luther said that he studied the Bible as he gathered apples. First, he shook the whole tree, 

that the ripest might fall; then he climbed the tree and shook each limb; and then when he had 

shaken each limb; he shook every branch. After that he examined every twig, and looked under 

every leaf. In other words, search the Bible as a whole, study each book, then study each chapter, 

study each verse, and finally study each word!  
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CHAPTER 4 

BIBLE TRANSLATIONS 

  

The Old Testament was originally written in Hebrew. This is what Genesis 1:1 looks like 

(Hebrew reads from right to left): 

  

 

 

The New Testament was originally written in Greek. This is what John 1:1 looks like (Greek 

reads from left to right like English): 

  

 

 

Was there a need for the Bible to be translated into the English language?  If a person has 

proficient knowledge of Hebrew and Greek, he may not need a translation, but most of us are 

very thankful for a clear and accurate and reliable translation in the English language: 

Genesis 1:1  

  

"In the beginning God created the heaven and 

the earth" 

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 

was with God, and the Word was God" 

No translation of the Bible is perfect. The translators, though sometimes brilliant and God-

fearing men, were nevertheless mere men with their frailties, limitations and ignorance.  It was a 

very difficult task for the translators to find just the right English words which would bring out 

the exact meaning of the Hebrew or Greek, but good translators were able to communicate the 

sense of the original text very accurately.   

Illustration:  Think of bathroom scales used for measuring the weight of a person.  No bathroom 

scale is absolutely perfect.  The weight that is shown on the scale is rarely identical to the exact 

weight of the person.  The scale may indicate that the person weighs 153.5 pounds but his exact 

weight may be 153.562 pounds.  We would agree that this scale gave a very accurate weight and 

the inaccuracy in the measurement would not bother most people.  Another scale might be very 
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inaccurate and might show that the person weighs 164 pounds, and if the person being weighed 

wanted to lose weight, he (or she) would not be very happy about this scale.  He would want a 

more accurate measurement.  So it is with Bible translations.  No translation is perfect.  The 

original Greek and Hebrew Scriptures were penned by holy men of God as they were moved by 

the Holy Spirit (compare 2 Peter 1:21).  These original writings were absolutely perfect. Some 

translations are very accurate and reflect the Greek and Hebrew text very closely. Other 

translations are less accurate, and in some cases and in certain verses they give a poor rendering 

of the Greek and Hebrew Scriptures.   

Suppose a preacher went to a foreign country and spoke to a group of people with the help of an 

interpreter. Do you think the words of the interpreter would convey the exact meaning that was 

in the mind of the preacher or would some of the meaning be lost due to the interpreter?  It 

would probably depend on the skill of the interpreter.   

In spite of these problems, we can thank God for giving the English-speaking world some very 

excellent translations, such as Wycliffe’s Bible (1382), Tyndale’s Bible (1534), The Great Bible 

(1539), The Geneva Bible (1560; this was the Bible the Pilgrims used and was also the Bible of 

Shakespeare), The Bishops' Bible (1568), The King James Bible (1611), etc.   

God has richly preserved His Word in a wonderful way.  There are well over 5000 

manuscripts of the Greek New Testament (each manuscript containing at least a part of 

the New Testament and some manuscripts containing the entire New Testament).  

Geisler and Nix explain it this way:  

The classical writings of Greece and Rome illustrate the character of Biblical 

manuscript preservation quite strikingly. In contrast to the total number of over 5,000 

New Testament manuscripts known today, other religious and historical books of the 

ancient world pale in significance. Only 643 copies of Homer's Iliad have survived in 

manuscript form. Titus Livy's History of Rome has only 20 manuscripts, and Caesar's 

Gallic Wars is known from a mere 9 or 10 manuscripts.  The Peloponnesian War of 

Thucydides remains in only 8 manuscripts and the Works of Tacitus are to be found in 

only 2 manuscripts (From God to Us--How We Got our Bible, by Norman L. Geisler 

and William E. Nix, p. 139). 

The quality and accuracy of a translation depends upon the translators. If the translators are God 

fearing men who love the Bible (Psalm 119:97), who reverence and respect the Bible (Isaiah 

66:2), who believe that the Bible is divinely inspired (2 Timothy 3:16), who know the Christ of 

the Bible in a personal way, and who are skilled in the original languages, THEN we should 

expect to have a God honoring translation that is true to God’s Word as given in the original 

languages. On the other hand, if the translators do not believe the Bible and if they reject some of 

the great truths of the Bible (the virgin birth, the deity of Christ, etc.) and if they do not have a 

personal relationship with the Christ of the Bible, THEN this will certainly be reflected in their 

translation. Let’s look at some examples: 
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THE PROBLEM OF MODERN TRANSLATIONS 

THE REVISED VERSION (l88l) 

2 Timothy 3:16–"Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teaching...."    This may 

imply that there are some Scriptures in the Bible which are not inspired of God.  See this verse in 

the King James Bible. 

REVISED STANDARD VERSION (1952) 

Isaiah 7:14–"A young woman shall conceive"    See Matthew 1:23 where they translate the verse 

correctly.   If a translator does not believe in the virgin birth of Christ, then one could understand 

why he might translate Isaiah 7:14 in such a way.  There is nothing miraculous about a young 

woman conceiving.  This happens all the time.  It takes a miracle for a virgin to conceive.  

Christ's birth was nothing less than supernatural.   

Psalm 2:12–"Kiss his feet, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way."    In this translation of 

Psalm 2:12, the Son of God is not mentioned. 

Romans 9:5–"To them belong the patriarchs, and of their race, according to the flesh, is the 

Christ. God who is over all be blessed for ever. Amen."   Read Romans 9:5 in the King James 

Version and you will see that it teaches that Christ is God!  Does the RSV teach this? Many other 

modern translations do the same thing with this verse. It is a clever game of re-punctuation!    

NEW ENGLISH BIBLE (1970) 

Psalm 22:16–"They have hacked off my hands and my feet."    Does this seem like a description 

of crucifixion?  Compare the KJV.    

Isaiah 9:6–"For a boy has been born for us, a son given to us to bear the symbol of dominion of 

his shoulder; and he shall be called in purpose wonderful, in battle Godlike, Father for all time, 

Prince of Peace."    Is He really the mighty God (compare the KJV) or is He just Godlike?  

Matthew 27:54–"Truly this man was a son of God."    Was He just one son of God among many, 

or was He the unique Son of God? 

Luke 1:26-27–"In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town in Galilee 

called Nazareth, with a message for a girl betrothed to a man named Joseph."   The Greek word 

means "virgin" not "girl." 

GOOD NEWS FOR MODERN MAN (TODAY’S ENGLISH VERSION) 

Ephesians 1:7–"For by the death of Christ we are set free, that is, our sins are forgiven." The 

Greek word means "blood" not "death." 
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Luke 1:27–"He had a message for a girl...the girl’s name was Mary."  Not all girls are virgins. 

The Greek word means "virgin" not "girl." 

THE CHRISTIAN COUNSELOR’S NEW TESTAMENT (by JAY ADAMS who does not 
believe that Jesus died for all mankind) 

1 Timothy 2:6–"Who gave Himself as a ransom payment for all sorts of persons."  

Hebrews 2:9–"So that by God’s grace He might taste death for all sorts of persons." "All sorts of 

persons" can mean that He died for Jews and Gentiles, males and females, rich and poor, slaves 

and free men, etc., but it does not necessarily mean that He died for all. The King James is 

correct when it says He died for "every man" (without exception). 

NEW WORLD TRANSLATION OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES (Jehovah's Witnesses) 

John 1:1–"the Word was a god."    Jehovah’s Witnesses deny that Jesus was truly God. They 

believe that God created Jesus. 

Luke 23:43–"Truly I tell you today, You will be with me in Paradise." Compare the KJV.   

Jehovah’s Witnesses do not believe that when a believer dies he goes immediately to be with the 

Lord. They believe that the soul "sleeps" until the time of the resurrection.  To try to support 

their wrong view, they have cleverly repunctuated this verse.  But their translation is 

foolishness.  When someone tells us something, don't we know that it is "today" when he is 

speaking?   If someone says something, do we think that he said it yesterday?  "Truly I tell you 

today"--this is the essence of redundancy! 

  

THE PROBLEM OF MODERN PARAPHRASED BIBLES 

 

There is a great difference between a careful translation of the Bible and a paraphrase of the 

Bible. When a person takes a verse of Scripture and then puts it in HIS OWN WORDS, he is 

paraphrasing. Obviously, when it comes to choosing a Bible, we do not want MAN’S WORDS; 

we want GOD’S WORDS. 

Lawyers are extremely meticulous in the way they word contracts so that there can be no 

question as to the intended meaning. They would never allow anyone to paraphrase their 

carefully written contracts and they would refuse to add or subtract one word from such 

important documents. Likewise, God has given us some serious warnings concerning those who 

tamper with His Word (see Revelation 22:18-19; Deuteronomy 4:2; Proverbs 30:5-6). 
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The Living Bible 

One of the most popular of the paraphrased Bibles is the LIVING BIBLE, paraphrased by 

Kenneth N. Taylor. Please examine Mark 1:1-7 from the LIVING BIBLE (as given below) and 

then compare this with your King James Bible (which is an accurate and careful translation). Can 

you find some words of God that have been taken away? Can you find some of Kenneth Taylor’s 

words that have been added? 

1) Here begins the wonderful story of Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God. 

2) In the book written by the prophet Isaiah, God announced that He would send His Son to 

earth, and that a special messenger would arrive first to prepare the world for His coming. 

3) "This messenger will live out in the barren wilderness," Isaiah said, "and will proclaim that 

everyone must straighten out his life to be ready for the Lord’s arrival." 

4) This messenger was John the Baptist. He lived in the wilderness and taught that all should be 

baptized as a public announcement of their decision to turn their backs on sin, so that God could 

forgive them. 

5) People from Jerusalem and from all over Judea traveled out into the Judean wastelands to see 

and hear John, and when they confessed their sins he baptized them in the Jordan River. 

6) His clothes were woven from camel’s hair and he wore a leather belt; locusts and wild honey 

were his food. 

7) Here is a sample of his preaching: "Someone is coming soon who is far greater than I am, so 

much greater that I am not even worthy to be His slave." 

Some people are deceived into thinking that they are reading the Bible, when they are really 

reading a paraphrase of the Bible (the Bible put into Kenneth Taylor’s own words).  We do not 

want Kenneth Taylor's words; we want God's words. 

Here are some other examples of what is found in the LIVING BIBLE: 

1 Samuel 20:30–"You son of a bitch"    It’s true that what Saul said was quite strong, but do you 

think such language should be found in the Bible?  Later editions of the LIVING BIBLE changed 

this. 

1 Kings 18:27–"Perhaps he is talking to someone or else is out sitting on the toilet"  See the New 

American Standard Bible or the New International Bible for a much better translation of this 

verse.  The Hebrew text does not use the word "toilet."  Of course, when we think of the word 

"toilet" we think of a flush toilet which is  connected to the plumbing system of the house, and 

such a thing was unknown in the ancient world.       
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The New Living Translation 

The NEW LIVING TRANSLATION (1996) is a scholarly revision of THE LIVING BIBLE and is 

also a paraphrase.  It seeks to translate "entire thoughts (rather than just words) into natural, 

everyday English" (from "A Note to Readers" in the NEW LIVING TRANSLATION).  In contrast 

to this, the King James Bible is a word for word translation (for the most part) of the original 

Hebrew and Greek text.    

1 Samuel 20:30 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)--"Saul boiled with rage at Jonathan. 'You 

stupid son of a whore!'"   The NIV gives a much more accurate and dignified rendering:  "Saul's 

anger flared up at Jonathan and he said to him, 'You son of a perverse and rebellious woman!'" 

 [Note:  The footnote in the New Living Translation acknowledges that the NIV rendering is 

correct, but apparently for shock value and for dramatic affect, they chose to keep their tasteless 

paraphrase in the main text.]  

  

GENDER NEUTRAL BIBLES 

  

Radical feminism, which has infiltrated our society in so many ways, is now twisting and 

corrupting and changing God's Holy Word (compare 2 Peter 3:16).  A leading example of this is 

the Today's New International Version, abbreviated as TNIV (2005). This  translation seeks to 

neutralize gender in the Bible, especially the male gender.   

Here are some examples of what this Bible perversion does:  1)  “he/him/his/himself” changed to 

“they/them/their/themselves" because they do not like masculine pronouns;  2)  

“he/him/his/himself” changed to “you/your/yourself” for the same reason;  3)  “brother” changed 

to “(fellow) believer” because they don't want to offend female believers;  4)   “brothers” (plural) 

changed to “brothers and sisters” even though "sisters" is not found in the original text;  5)  

“brothers” (plural) changed to “believers”;  6) “man” or “husband” changed to “other”;  6)  

“men” (plural) changed to “people”;  7) “men” (plural) changed to “people” even in Hebrews 5:1 

when it is referring to male human beings (high priests);  8) “son” (singular) changed to “child” 

and "sons" (plural) changed to "children";   etc. 

The following is an analysis of some of the inaccurate translations found in the TNIV.  This 

analysis was done by the Council on Biblical Manhood and Womanhood and can be found on 

their website (where they also give many other examples): 

VERSE: Genesis 5:2  

KJV: Male and female created He them...and called their name Adam (man), in the day when they were 
created. 

TNIV (2005): He created them male and female.... And when they were created, he called them "human 
beings." 
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CHANGE IN MEANING: God's activity of naming is important in the Bible. Here the TNIV has renamed 
the human race, refusing to use the male-oriented name "man." But in the previous four chapters this 
same singular Hebrew word "adam" has been used eight times to refer to man in distinction from woman 
(as in “The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame,” Gen. 2:25), and also five times 
as the proper name “Adam.” So Hebrew readers would hear clear male nuances when God named the 
human race "adam" in Genesis 5:2, and “man” is the best English translation. The TNIV incorrectly 
removes the male-oriented aspect of the name God gave the human race.  

TNIV supporters say the change was necessary because the English language has changed. But people 
today still understand that “man” can mean the human race, as in the Wall Street Journal headline about 
the recent tsunami, “Man, Nature, and Disaster” (Dec. 28, 2004, p. A10).  

VERSE: Proverbs 13:1 

KJV   A wise son heareth his father's instruction, but a scorner (mocker) heareth not rebuke. 

TNIV   A wise child heeds a parent's instruction, but a mocker does not respond to rebukes. 

CHANGE IN MEANING: Hebrew ben (singular) means “son,” not “child.”  Hebrew ab (singular) means 
“father,” not “parent.” The TNIV here is not using the best English equivalent to the Hebrew words, but is 
avoiding using the best English equivalent, and such translation choices happen hundreds of times in the 
TNIV with respect to the simple English words “father,” “son,” “brother,” “man,” and “he/him/his.”  

In verses like this the Bible is using individual male examples to teach a general truth, but the TNIV 
removes the maleness of the text. Of course it is also true that a wise daughter heeds her mother’s 
instruction as well as her father’s, but that is application, that is not translation, and that is not what this 
verse says. Why does the TNIV object to the Bible talking about the relationship between a father and a 
son in this verse?  

VERSE: Luke 17:3 

KJV: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him, and if he repent, forgive him. 

TNIV (2005): If a brother or sister sins against you, rebuke them; and if they repent, forgive them.  

CHANGE IN MEANING: The words “or sister” are inserted into the Bible but Jesus did not say them and 
they have no basis in the Greek text. (The Bible can say “brother or sister” when it wants to, as in James 
2:15.) The words “them” and “they” hinder clear communication because they will be taken as plural by 
some people, as singular by others, and as bad grammar by many. A common reaction will be some 
uncertainty as to whether the original Greek was singular or plural. The TNIV is going through linguistic 
gymnastics simply to avoid the offensive word “him,” but “him” is the most accurate translation of the 
masculine singular Greek pronoun autos.  

I agree, of course, that “If your brother sins against you” also applies to sisters who sin, just as the 
parable of the Prodigal Son also applies to prodigal daughters, and just as “You shall not covet your 
neighbor’s wife” (Exod. 20:17) also applies to not coveting your neighbor’s husband! (And the TNIV did 
not change those passages.) But people have easily understood this for centuries: When the Bible uses 
an example of an individual man or woman to teach a general principle, the principle also applies to 
people of the opposite sex. We do not have to add the words “or sister” to understand this. We should not 
add to Jesus’ words things that have no basis in the Greek text. In these kinds of changes, the TNIV is 
not just translating. It is adding to God's Word, something which the Bible strictly forbids (Rev. 22:18).  
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BLASPHEMOUS, WEIRDO TRANSLATIONS 

There is no end to the perversions of God's Word.  One example of this is a blasphemous version 

called Judith Christ of Nazareth, The Gospels of the Bible, Corrected to Reflect that Christ Was 

a Woman, Extracted from Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  done by the LBI Institute. This 

heretical version refers to Jesus as "Judith of Nazareth" and includes the "Parable of the Prodigal 

Daughter," and instead of the Lord’s Prayer has "The Lady's Prayer."  It is obvious that there is 

no fear of God in the person (or persons) who so carelessly corrupted God's Holy Word and 

attacked the blessed Person of our Saviour.  Someday this person will be JUDGED by the very 

Word which he has twisted to his own destruction.  "He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my 

words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in 

the last day" (John 12:48).   

  

THE PROBLEM OF ARCHAIC WORDS 

The King James Version (Authorized Version) was published in 1611, more than 350 years ago. 

It has proven to be the greatest and most popular translation in the English language. It is still the 

standard Bible in use among many Bible believers, and no modern translation has ever been able 

to win a place in the hearts of the English speaking people as much as the King James has. 

One of the problems with the King James Version is that some of the words are now "archaic" or 

out of date. Through the years and centuries the English language has been gradually changing 

so that some words no longer mean what they used to mean in 1611. Other words are obsolete or 

no longer in use, and though they were used commonly in 1611, they are no longer used by 

English speaking people today. 

Here are but a few examples of the many obsolete or archaic words that are found in the King 

James Bible: Exodus 28:11 (ouches=settings); Deuteronomy 21:4 (eared=plowed); 2 Samuel 

14:26 (polled his head=trimmed or cut his hair); Psalm 7:16 (pate=head); 1 Peter 3:1 

(conversation=manner of living); Job 41:18 (neesings=sneezing);1 Peter 3:11 (eschew=avoid, 

turn away from); Acts 7:40 (wot=know). For another example, consider the word "bishop" in 1 

Timothy 3:1-2. What do people usually think of when you say the word "bishop"? (In 1611, an 

overseer in the Church of England was known as a "bishop"). 

If you have a good study Bible edition of the King James Bible, you will find that most of the 

archaic words are explained in the margin. 

THE BEST TRANSLATION OF ALL ! 

You are the only Bible some people will ever read (2 Corinthians 3:2-3). "I am my neighbor's 

Bible, He reads me when we meet; Today he reads me in my home, Tomorrow in the street. He 

may be relative or friend, Or slight acquaintance be; He may not even know my name, Yet he is 

reading me." As people read you, do they read a good and accurate translation? Are you LIVING 

what you read? If so, when others read your life, they will get a good idea about what the Bible 

really says. 
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We often hear praised various versions of the Scriptures for real or fancied 
excellencies, either as to faithfulness of the translation, the arrangement of the 
matter, or even the literary style. In our opinion the best version of the Bible 
is the man or woman who lives not by bread alone but by every Word that 
proceeds out of the mouth of God and in the power of the Holy Spirit. It is 
vain and foolish for a man to talk of the sublime poetry of Job or the Psalms 
who has never felt the support of the rod and staff in the valley of the shadow of 
death or heard the voice of God speaking out of the whirlwind when all had 
been cut away except faith in the Lord of Hosts. It is but silly twaddle to 
compliment the Sermon on the Mount unless these words have become the 
spirit and life of personal experience. Let the Spirit of God so write Himself into 
your life that when sinners read you it will be like the Savior’s message to the 
hypocritical accusers of the sinful woman — conviction deep and pungent will 
seize upon their souls. O that we were all living letters, indited by the Holy 
Ghost, known and read of all men!                                     
                                                                              —Florida Christian Advocate 

  

 Men read and admire the Gospel of Christ  

With its love so unfailing and true.  

But what do they say and what do they think  

Of the Gospel according to you?  

You are writing each day a letter to men -  

Take care that the writing is true;  

‘Tis the only Gospel that some men will read,  

That Gospel according to you. 

Personal Testimony:  I came to know the Lord Jesus Christ as my personal Saviour on the 

campus of Wesleyan University.  My conversion came about as the result of reading the New 

Testament, especially the Gospel of John and also the writings of Paul.  The translation that I 

read from was the Revised Standard Version. It was the only Bible I had at the time.  As I 

read God's Word the Holy Spirit convicted me and convinced me that Jesus Christ was God, 

that He died for my sins and that He was the only Person who could save me.  I believed on 

the Lord Jesus Christ and was saved (Acts 16:30-31).  

Today I would never recommend the Revised Standard Version to anyone.  It was produced 

by translators who were liberals and did not hold to a high view of the inspiration of the 
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Scriptures.  The liberal bias of the translators has corrupted the translation in many places 

(Isaiah 7:14, etc.).   Today I preach and teach and study from the King James Version, but I 

am thankful to God that He was able to use an imperfect translation to bring me to Himself.  

Read John 3:14-18 and Romans 5:6-10 in the Revised Standard version, and you will see that 

the gospel message shines forth, even through such a faulty version. --George Zeller 

May we never cease to appreciate and value highly the Bible which we hold in our hands. As we 

will learn in Chapter 13 ("How We Got Our Bible"), there were men who suffered greatly and 

even gave their very lives so that we could have the Scriptures translated into our common 

language.  God's Word should be very, very precious to us.   
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CHAPTER 5 

BIBLE GEOGRAPHY 

The Bible is not a make believe storybook about imaginary people in imaginary places (such as 

Peter Pan in "Never Never Land" or Alice in "Wonderland"). The Bible is a true record of 

REAL people who lived in REAL places on this earth. These people (such as Abraham, Moses, 

David, Daniel, Peter, Paul, Luke) were surrounded by REAL cities and REAL countries and 

REAL mountains and REAL rivers and REAL seas, just like we are. Geography is "a study (or 

description) of the EARTH," and in this lesson we want to study that part of the earth where the 

events of the Bible took place. 

The Book of Mormon and the Bible 

Although Joseph Smith, the founder of the Mormon church, claimed that his Book of 

Mormon is "the most correct of any book upon the earth," archaeology has repeatedly failed 

to substantiate its claims about events that supposedly occurred long ago in the Americas. 

I remember writing to the Smithsonian Institute to inquire about whether there was any 

evidence supporting the claims of Mormonism, only to be told in unequivocal terms that its 

archaeologists see "no direct connection between the archaeology of the New World and the 

subject matter of the book." 

As authors John Ankerberg and John Weldon concluded in a book on the topic, "No Book of 

Mormon cities have ever been located, no Book of Mormon person, place, nation, or name 

has ever been found, no Book of Mormon artifacts, no Book of Mormon scriptures, no Book 

of Mormon inscriptions...nothing which demonstrates the Book of Mormon is anything other 

than myth or invention has ever been found." 

However, the story is totally different for the New Testament. Australian archaeologist 

Clifford Wilson wrote, "Those who know the facts now recognize that the New Testament 

must be accepted as a remarkably accurate source book." 

Luke's gospel as well as the book of Acts which he also authored contain numerous 

references to geographic locations.  Given the large portion of the New Testament written by 

Luke, it's extremely significant that he has been established to be a scrupulously accurate 

historian, even in the smallest details. One prominent archaeologist carefully examined 

Luke's references to thirty-two countries, fifty-four cities, and nine islands, finding not a 

single mistake.  If Luke was so painstakingly accurate in his historical reporting, on what 

logical basis may we assume he was inaccurate in his reporting of matters that were far more 

important, such as the resurrection of Christ? 

[From The Case for Christ by Lee Strobel, pages 107, 98-99]  
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Most of us are quite familiar with that part of the earth called "North America." We are 

acquainted with the great cities of North America (New York, Los Angeles, Chicago), the great 

rivers (the Mississippi, the Hudson, the Colorado), the great mountain ranges (the Rocky 

Mountains, the White Mountains, the Smoky Mountains), the great bodies of water (the Atlantic 

Ocean, the Great Lakes, the Great Salt Lake) and the great countries (the United States, Canada, 

Mexico). 

Most of us are less familiar with another part of the world called "The Middle East" (although we 

are hearing and seeing more and more about this volatile section of the world on the news and in 

the newspapers) or another part called "Mesopotamia" (the fertile region between the Tigris and 

Euphrates River, the home of the great ancient civilizations). We are also less familiar with that 

section of the world which at one time comprised the Roman empire (including the lands 

bordering the Mediterranean Sea). These are the lands of the Bible. It is here that earth’s most 

important events have taken place and will take place. 

To help you become more familiar with this part of the world, answer the following questions 

and then see if you can locate the answers on a map.  Your Bible may have maps in the back. 

1. Where did God say the Messiah would be born (Micah 

5:2)?____________________  This was a small and insignificant village located not 

far from Jerusalem.  It was the birthplace of the most important Person in the history 

of the world. 

2. In what city was Christ raised as a boy and where did He live as a young man (Luke 

2:39,51-52)? ___________________________________   

   

Many Christians are unaware that skeptics have been asserting for a long time 

that Nazareth never existed during the time when the New Testament says Jesus 

spent his childhood there. In an article called "Where Jesus Never Walked," 

atheist Frank Zindler noted that Nazareth is not mentioned in the Old Testament, 

by the apostle Paul, by the Talmud (although sixty-three other Galilean towns are 

cited), or by Josephus (who listed forty-five other villages and cities of Galilee, 

including Japha, which was located just over a mile from present-day Nazareth).  

Did the gospel writers just invent an imaginary town which never really existed?  

The evidence suggests otherwise:  When Jerusalem fell in A.D. 70, priests were 

no longer needed in the temple because it had been destroyed, so they were sent 

out to various other locations, even up into Galilee. Archaeologists have found a 

list in Aramaic describing the twenty-four "courses," or families, of priests who 

were relocated, and one of them was registered as having been moved to 

Nazareth. That shows that this tiny village must have been there at the time. 

In addition, there have been archaeological digs that have uncovered first-century 

tombs in the vicinity of Nazareth, which would establish the village's limits 
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because by Jewish law burials had to take place outside the town proper. 

Renowned archaeologist Jack Finegan, in a book published by Princeton 

University Press, offers this conclusion: "From the tombs...it can be concluded 

that Nazareth was a strongly Jewish settlement in the Roman period."  We thank 

the Lord for the amazing accuracy of His Word. 

[From The Case for Christ by Lee Strobel, pages 102-103]  
 

3. In what city was Christ crucified (Rev. 11:8)? __________________________  This 

city will someday be the capital of the world (see Isaiah 2:2-3).   

4. Where will the Lord Jesus stand when He returns to the earth as Judge (Zechariah 

14:4)?____________________________________________ 

5. Where did Noah’s ark rest upon land (Genesis 8:4)? ______________________ 

6. Where was Abram’s (Abraham’s) original home before he went to Haran and then 

to the land of Canaan (Genesis 11:31)? _____________ 

7. Where was Joseph sold into slavery (Genesis 37:36)?  _____________________ 

8. Into what river were the male Israelite babies thrown or cast (Exodus 1:22)?  

____________ 

9. What body of water did the children of Israel cross under Moses’ leadership and by 

the miraculous power of God (Exodus 14:21-22)? _________________________ 

10. On what mountain were the Ten Commandments given (Exodus 19:20; see chapter 

20)? ________________________ 

11. What body of water did the children of Israel cross under Joshua (Joshua 3:14-17) ?  

_______________________________________ 

12. Where did Elijah (and Elijah’s God) defeat the prophets of Baal (1 Kings18:19-20)? 

_____________________________ 

13. Where did God tell Jonah to go (Jonah 1:1-2)? ___________________________  

Where did Jonah decide he wanted to go (verse 3)? 

_______________________________________ 

14. In what great body of water did Jonah get swallowed by the great fish (Jonah 1:11-

12)? ______________________________ 

15. To what country was Daniel carried captive (compare Daniel 1:1)? 

__________________  
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16. In what great Persian city did Queen Esther live (Esther 1:2)? _______________ 

17. Where was Jesus baptized (Matthew 3:13)? _______________________ 

18. In what body of water did Andrew, Peter, James and John fish (Matthew 4:18)? 

________________________________ 

19. Where was the capital of the Roman empire (Acts 28:14)? 

_______________________ 

20. The road on which Paul was traveling when he was saved led to what city (Acts 9:2-

3)? ___________________________________ 

21. From what great church were Paul and Barnabas sent out (Acts 13:1-3)? 

_____________ 

22. Where did the Corinthians live (1 Corinthians 1:2)? _______________________ 

23. On what island was Paul shipwrecked (Acts 28:1)? _______________________  

24. Where did Paul leave Pastor Titus (Titus 1:5)? _______________________ 

25. Where was John when he wrote the book of Revelation (Rev. 1:9)? 

____________________________________ What churches did the Apostle John 

write to (Revelation 1:4,11)? 

______________________________________________ 

HOW TO USE THE MAPS IN YOUR BIBLE 

1) The maps in your Bible should be numbered (MAP 1, MAP 2, etc.). 

2) Look up the city or place that you want to find in the INDEX TO MAPS. 

3) The index will tell you which map to look at (it may say MAP 5). 

4) The index will tell you where on that map to look (it may say F4). 

5) Your Sunday School teacher will show you how to do this.   

The more you learn about Bible geography, the more meaningful your Bible will become. Even 

though you may never have an opportunity to visit the holy land, you can become closely 

acquainted with the lands of the Bible, and you will be able to read God’s Word as if you were 

actually there! You shall then better understand that there is a very REAL God who is very much 

concerned about very REAL people who live in a very REAL world and who need a very REAL 

Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ! 
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CHAPTER 6 

BIBLE CUSTOMS 

 

We are generally unfamiliar with many of the manners and customs of the people who lived in 

the Bible lands of the Middle East and the Mediterranean World.  How these people lived, 

traveled, dressed, farmed, cooked, ate, worked and worshipped sometimes seems very strange to 

us.  We are separated from these people by thousand of miles (the GAP OF DISTANCE) and 

by thousands of years (the GAP OF TIME). 

(GAP OF DISTANCE)--Suppose you were to spend a year abroad--in England, France, 

Germany or Spain. Do you suppose you would find people living somewhat differently than 

what you were accustomed to? 

 (GAP OF TIME)--Suppose you were to enter a time machine and go back 250 years to the time 

when our country was first being settled. Do you think you would notice some differences in the 

manner and style of living? 

Can you imagine what life would be like without cars, airplanes, tractors, bicycles, television, 

radios, computers, newspapers, telephones, cell phones, the printing press, refrigerators, soft 

drinks (soda), fast food restaurants, elevators, wristwatches, disposable diapers, baby bottles and 

washing machines? Could you survive? In the Bible we read about men and women who had 

none of these things, and yet they had to communicate, travel, tell time, eat, wash and raise their 

children just as we do today! They did all these things without any of the "modern conveniences" 

which we depend upon each day. 

In this lesson, we shall consider only three of the hundreds of customs found in the Bible. Many 

passages of Scripture become alive with meaning when we begin to understand some of the 

customs which at first seem so strange to our "Western" and modern minds. 

  

1) FOOTWASHING 

Men in Bible times did not walk on nicely paved sidewalks, nor did they wear the kind of shoes 

we wear today. Their feet were clad with sandals and they walked upon dirt roads. Obviously the 

feet would be exposed to the sand and dust and would become quite dirty. Thus, upon arriving at 

one’s destination, footwashing became quite necessary. 

As you could imagine, this was a menial and lowly task usually done by a servant or slave. In 1 

Samuel 25:41, Abigail expressed her humble attitude towards David’s servants when she said, 

"let thine handmaid be a ________________  to  ______________  the  _______________  of 

the servants of my Lord." She was willing to serve the servants!  
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Likewise John the Baptist felt totally unworthy to even stoop down in front of Jesus to unloose 

His sandal straps (compare Mark 1:7). 

We are therefore amazed to read John 13:4-16 and to discover WHO it was that did the 

footwashing! The Lord of glory humbled Himself and washed the dirty feet of His disciples! 

Notice carefully verse 10: "He that is _________________  (bathed, meaning that the whole 

body has had a bath, from head to toe!) needeth not save (except) to  _____________  (this word 

means to wash a certain part of the body, in this case the feet) his _____________  but is  

_______________ every whit (completely, entirely, every part of his body was washed in the 

bath). 

What custom was Jesus referring to in verse 10? The guest was supposed to bathe before coming 

to a feast, and so upon arrival only the feet would need to be washed (on the walk from the bath 

house to the feast room, the feet would become dirty). Knowing this, the spiritual meaning 

becomes clear. Peter already had his salvation bath (Titus 3:5--"the  __________________ of 

regeneration") and he was CLEAN and WASHED (1 Cor. 6:11); all his sins were completely 

cleansed and forgiven. But as the believer WALKS in this sinful world, his feet get dirty (1 John 

1:8,10), and he must come to Christ for daily cleansing. Christ cannot have any partnership or 

fellowship with a disciple who has dirty feet (John 13:8)! 

Questions: 

1. Which disciple was still filthy and had never had his salvation bath (John 13:10-11)? 

___________________  

2. Have you had your salvation bath? ____________ 

Are you sure?  How can you be sure?  ("I know so because God said so!")  

3. Will God allow any UNCLEAN person into His Kingdom (Ephesians 5:5; compare John 

3:5)? _____  

4. How can a believer get his feet washed (1 John1:9)? 

_______________________________________________________________  

5. Who does the cleansing (1 John 1:9)? ___________________  

  

2) TEARING (RENDING) CLOTHES 

Suppose you go to town one evening with your family to enjoy a meal at a fine restaurant.  After 

enjoying the conversation at the table, you leave the restaurant, get into your car and head 

towards home.  As you approach your street you discover that the road is blocked off, and you 

can see flashing lights in the distance.  You park in a nearby lot and start walking home. In the 

distance you can see fire engines and you begin to realize that something is seriously wrong.  

You can see flames shooting up into the night sky.  Whose house it is?   As you get closer your 

worst fears are realized as you see your own house burning down and all your possessions going 

up in flames.  IF THIS SITUATION SHOULD EVER ACTUALLY HAPPEN TO YOU, 

WHAT DO YOU THINK YOU WOULD DO?  If you were living in Bible times you would 

probably TEAR YOUR CLOTHES! 
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The tearing or rending of clothes was an outward sign of grief and distress over some disaster or 

calamity. It was also a sign of deep sorrow and mourning over someone who has died. 

Sometimes it indicated a holy indignation (righteous ANGER) against sin and what is contrary 

to God’s Word. To see how this custom was actually carried out in Bible times, match the 

following: 

1. ______ Genesis 37:29     

2. ______ Genesis 44:12-13 

  

A. Sign of distress over some calamity 

or disaster 

3. ______ 1 Samuel 4:11-12 

4. ______ 2 Samuel 3:30-31 

  

B. Sign of mourning over someone’s 

death 

5. ______ 2 Samuel 13:30-31 

6. ______ 2 Kings 18:37 

(Jerusalem was about 

to be invaded  by the 

mighty King of 

Assyria.) 

  

C. Sign of righteous indignation 

(anger) over sin. 

7. ______ 2 Chronicles 34:24-27  

  

   

  

  

8. ______ Ezra 9:3 

9. ______ Matthew26:65 (of 

course, the Lord was 

not guilty of this sin) 

10. 

______ 

Acts 14:14 (the sin of 

"creature-worship") 
   

   

Note: The tearing of clothes would usually be done by tearing a slit in the bottom of an item of 

clothing, not by tearing the entire garment into shreds. 

Sometimes people go through the outward signs of grief and sorrow for sin, but there is no true 

inner repentance or change of heart. It is only an outward show to cover up the true condition of 

a heart that is not right with God. This is why God said, "and  ___________________  your  

_________________  and not your  __________________, and  ___________ unto the LORD 

your God" (Joel 2:13)! Can people today go through the outward motions of honoring God, but 

not have their hearts right with Him (compare Mark 7:6)?  ______    
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People may be fooled by our outward show, but is God (compare 1 Samuel 16:7)? What is God 

concerned about most of all, the outward or the inward (Psalm 51:6 16-17)?  ______________   

If the "inward" is right, will the "outward" be right also (compare Psalm 51:16,17,19)? 

3) THE USE OF SALT 

In Bible times salt was used in two different ways. First, it was used to season food, which is 

how we use salt today (although today there are salt substitutes and other flavorings that make 

food palatable and these options were not available in Bible times). Can something tasteless be 

eaten without salt (see Job 6:6)? _____   Salt makes food taste good.  

 It helps to make our meals appetizing and agreeable to the taste (though some of us may tend to 

use too much!)  

There was another use of salt in Bible times which we are less familiar with but which was even 

more important. In the pre-refrigerator, pre-freezer days, salt was essential in preserving food. 

Salted foods would not tend to immediately spoil or become corrupt. Salt in food combats 

deterioration and decay. 

In Matthew 5:13, Jesus said to His followers, "Ye are the  ____________  of the earth." This 

world is becoming more and more corrupt and evil (as men and women allow their sinfulness to 

express itself openly). Yet, in this world there are believers who are constantly combating moral 

and spiritual decay. When a believer is obedient to God’s Word, his life will help to restrain the 

forces of evil. When a godly Christian steps into a group of worldly individuals, often the 

profanity is left unspoken and the off color joke is held back.  

A good example of this is found in the Old Testament. Jehoiada was a godly priest who 

functioned as "salt" during the reign of King Joash. As long as Jehoiada was alive, what did 

Joash do (2 Chronicles 24:2)?   

____________________________________________________________   But after Jehoiada 

died and the "salt" was gone, we are shocked to see how CORRUPT King Joash became (2 

Chronicles 24:15-22).  

Consider your own life. Are you helping to corrupt this world or are you combating the 

corruption? Are you the salt that is preserving or the food that is spoiling? Are others restraining 

you (parents, pastors, godly Christians) or are you restraining others? If others followed your life 

and example, would the world be the better for it? 

*                   *                   *                   *                   *                   *                    

Can you think of other customs mentioned in the Bible which when understood would help to 

make the Scriptures more meaningful? 
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CHAPTER 7 

The Old Testament Books 

 The following study shows how the Old Testament books fit together.  Let us begin with the 

books which cover the early history of the world and the early history of the nation Israel: 

 

The four books listed on top all serve to advance the historic flow, from the creation of the world 

(Genesis) to the entrance into the promised land (Joshua).  These are the historical books.  The 

three books on the bottom do not advance the historic flow and they must be seen in relationship 

to the historical books. Job was one of the earliest books written, and the events of that book took 

place sometime during the early history of our world covered by Genesis.  Some believe that Job 

lived around the time of Abraham.  Leviticus was Israel's book of worship.  Deuteronomy 

contained final instructions before entering the promised land. 

Here is a brief description of these books: 

Genesis is the book of beginnings. It traces the beginning of the Universe (the heavens and the 

earth), the beginning of man, the beginning of woman, the beginning of marriage (our society 

today desperately needs to understand how God originally instituted and defined marriage), the 

beginning of children, the beginning of sin, the beginning of death, the beginning of animal 

sacrifices, the beginning of murder, the beginning of cities, the beginning of nations, the 

beginning of languages and the beginning of the great nation Israel.  The book of Genesis begins 

with the six days of creation and it ends with the children of Israel in Egypt at the time of 

Joseph's death. The key divisions of the book are indicated by the phrase, "These are the 

generations of..." 
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Exodus (compare the word "Exit") relates God's great deliverance out of Egypt. The law is 

given to Israel at Mt. Sinai (see chapter 20 where the Ten Commandments are found). The last 

part of the book is God's detailed blueprint for the tabernacle, God's glorious tent. 

Numbers contains the account of Israel's wanderings in the desert for 40 years. In chapter one 

all the males able to go forth to war, those twenty years old and upward, were numbered 

(counted), and this is the reason the book is called Numbers. 

Joshua tells of Israel's entrance into the promised land and the amazing conquest that followed. 

It was the LORD who gave the children of Israel victory over their enemies. 

Job is perhaps the earliest book that was written (around 2000 BC??).  Behemoth (Job 40) and 

Leviathan (Job 41) can reasonably be understood as referring to certain species of massive 

dinosaurs living on earth at that time--Behemoth lived on or near land and the Leviathan lived in 

the sea.  This contradicts evolutionary theory which says that the dinosaurs became extinct 

millions of years before man came upon the scene.   The book of Job is about a godly man who 

was severely tested by the Lord in order to demonstrate something to Satan.  It has much to teach 

us as to why God sometimes allows the righteous to suffer. 

Leviticus instructs the Israelites concerning true worship.  There is much that Christians can 

learn about worship from this book also. The key word in the book of Leviticus is the word 

"HOLY," which is found over eighty times in this book. The God we worship is HOLY, and thus 

there must be an atmosphere that is appropriate. The HOLY ONE demands our reverence, our 

respect. May we stand in awe of Him. Forty-five times in Leviticus we find the expression "I 

AM THE LORD." Our worship is to be God-centered. How inappropriate it would be to come to 

God in a flippant or casual way, or in any way to make light of WHO HE IS!  We must never 

detract from the DIGNITY of the occasion, as God’s people worship the HOLY ONE. 

Deuteronomy means "second law."   Moses, not long before his death, delivered the law a 

second time to the younger generation that was about to enter the land (the older generation died 

in the wilderness, except for Joshua and Caleb). These discourses are rich in devotional content. 

They stress love for God as demonstrated by obedience to His Word. The greatest commandment 

is found in 6:5. Christ quoted from this book three times during his temptation in the wilderness 

(Matthew 4). 
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The six books listed on top (Judges through 2 Kings) all serve to advance the historic flow. They 

cover the period of history from the time of the judges all the way to the Babylonian Captivity.  

The books on the bottom (Ruth through Chronicles) do not advance the historic flow, but they 

are positioned in their correct historical sequence (Psalms belongs with David; Proverbs belongs 

with Solomon, etc.). 

Judges relates the sad history of the period of the judges when "every man did that which was 

right in his own eyes" (Judges 21:25). The period of the judges lasted over 300 years. 

1 Samuel presents the godly Samuel and the ungodly Saul.  Saul became Israel's first king.  The 

people wanted a king like all the other nations, and God allowed them to have what they wanted, 

even though Saul proved to be a very poor king.  David is also prominent in this book, mostly as 

the hero who defeated Goliath and then as the fugitive being pursued by King Saul.  

2 Samuel covers the reign of King David, and includes not only his commendable acts as 

Israel's greatest king, but also his failings and sins which included his adultery with Bathsheba (2 

Samuel 11:1-5), his murderous scheme to get rid of her husband (2 Samuel 11:6-27), and his 

numbering of the people (2 Samuel 24:1-9). 

Both books of Kings cover the period of history from Solomon to the Babylonian Captivity. 

These two books cover approximately 400 years of history. 

1 Kings begins with the reign of King Solomon (first 11 chapters).  Solomon was the last king 

of the united monarchy.  His unrivaled wisdom and the glories of His kingdom are described 

(chapters 3-10), as well as his spiritual decline (1 Kings 11).  It was Solomon who built the 

glorious temple in Jerusalem (chapters 5-8).  After Solomon's death the kingdom is divided into 

two parts (1 Kings 12), the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah.  The 

prominent prophet in 1 Kings is Elijah.    
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2 Kings continues the history of the divided monarchy up to the time of the Babylonian 

captivity.  In 2 Kings we learn about the decline and fall of the northern kingdom of Israel under 

Assyria (chapter 17) and the decline and fall of the southern kingdom of Judah under Babylon 

(chapters 24-25).  The prominent prophet in 2 Kings is Elisha. 

Ruth records fascinating events which took place toward the latter part of the period of the 

judges. Ruth and her husband are mentioned in the genealogy of Christ (Matthew 1:5). 

The Psalms, which together form the Hebrew song book, are connected with King David since 

he wrote so many of them. These songs are very personal and precious and do wonders for the 

heart as the believer contemplates the greatness of God and His mercy. 

Proverbs (practical wisdom presented in terse statements), Ecclesiastes (man vainly trying to 

find satisfaction "under the sun," apart from God), and Song of Solomon (a love song) were 

all penned by Solomon, David's Son. 

1 Chronicles deals mainly with David; 2 Chronicles covers the same time span as the two 

books of Kings--from Solomon to the Exile (the Babylonian Captivity). 

 

Ezra and Nehemiah, along with the nine books already discussed (Genesis through 2 Kings) all 

serve to advance the historic flow.  The events of the book of Esther take place during the time 

covered by the book of Ezra, in the kingdom of Persia. 
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Ezra takes place after the 70 year captivity.  Ezra is actually two books in one. The first book 

(chapters 1-6) is about Zerubbabel the governor and Joshua the high priest as a small remnant of 

Jews returned to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple.  The second book (chapters 7-10) is about Ezra 

the scribe.  In between these two books is a time gap of about 58 years. The events of Esther took 

place in this time gap.   

Nehemiah concerns the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem. This is the last historic book of 

the Old Testament. The prophetic book which corresponds to this period of history is Malachi. 

Esther takes place in Persia. In this book God's Name is not mentioned at all, but God's 

providential hand is everywhere seen. 

The following explains in more detail how these three books fit together: 

THREE BOOKS AND FOUR TRUE BIBLICAL ACCOUNTS! 

The book of Ezra is a very interesting book. It is actually two books in one. We find the first 

book in the first six chapters and we find the second book in the last four chapters. In between 

chapters 6 and 7 there is a time gap of about 58 years. 

BOOK NUMBER 1  

THE ACCOUNT OF ZERUBBABEL 

Ezra Chapters 1-6 

IN BETWEEN CHAPTERS 6 AND 7 WE FIND: 

A Gap of about 58 years! During this time all of the events in the book of Esther 

took place! 

BOOK NUMBER 2  

THE ACCOUNT OF EZRA 

Ezra Chapters 7-10 

 

 



44  

 

AFTER EZRA CHAPTER 10 all of the events in the book of Nehemiah took place! 

So although we have three books (Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther) we actually have four true 

accounts: 

1)  THE ACCOUNT OF ZERUBBABEL (Ezra chapters 1-6) 

2)   THE ACCOUNT OF ESTHER (the book of Esther) 

3)    THE ACCOUNT OF EZRA (Ezra chapters 7-10) 

4)    THE ACCOUNT OF NEHEMIAH (the book of Nehemiah) 

Up to this point we have discussed all of the books of the Old Testament except for the prophetic 

books (the minor and major prophets).  In order to understand how these books fit into the 

history of Israel, we need to review the earlier history of Israel.  The key dates to remember are 

these: 

Abraham:  Approximately 2000 B.C. 

Moses:      Approximately 1500 B.C. 

David:       Approximately 1000 B.C. 

The first three kings of Israel (Saul, David and Solomon) ruled over the entire nation. The 

kingdom was united at this time, although Absalom, David's son, revolted against his father and 

tried unsuccessfully to steal the kingdom from him.  After Solomon's death, the kingdom was 

divided in two. Solomon's son, Rehoboam,  was the king of the southern kingdom which 

consisted of two tribes, Judah and Benjamin.  The southern kingdom became known as the 

kingdom of Judah (the tribe of Judah was much larger than the tribe of Benjamin).  Jeroboam 

became the king of the northern kingdom which consisted of ten tribes, with Ephraim being the 

largest.  This became known as the kingdom of Israel. Since Ephraim was the largest tribe, the 

kingdom of Israel was sometimes simply referred to as "Ephraim" (we find this in the book of 

Hosea and elsewhere--see Isaiah 11:13). 

The kings of the northern kingdom of Israel were without exception bad kings. Of each one it is 

said, "he did evil in the sight of the LORD."  Jeroboam, the first king, began a pattern of wicked 

idolatry that was followed by every subsequent king. Thus the northern kingdom was on a 

collision course with the judgment of God.  This collision took place in 722 BC when the 

Assyrians conquered the northern kingdom and its capital Samaria, and carried away many of the 

people as captives.   

In the southern kingdom of Judah there were some good kings (such as Asa, Jehoshaphat, 

Hezekiah and Josiah) and some wicked kings (such as Ahaz and Manasseh).  The kingdom of 

Judah lasted longer than its northern neighbor, but in the end, it followed the same course of sin 

and idolatry resulting in God's judgment at the hands of the Babylonians.   
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Although the Babylonians conquered Jerusalem in three different stages, the key date is 586 B.C. 

when the city and temple were destroyed. The following chart summarizes these key events in 

the history of Israel:  

 

 

The prophets books are often described as MINOR or MAJOR.  This does not mean that the 

major prophets are more important than the minor prophets.  Each prophet spoke and wrote the 

Word of the LORD and their message was vitally important to their original audience and is also 

vitally important to us today.  MINOR and MAJOR merely refer to the size of the books.  The 

major prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel) are lengthy books containing many 

chapters each; the minor prophets are very short books with few chapters (Obadiah contains only 

one chapter). The minor prophets are the twelve books beginning with Hosea and ending with 

Malachi, the last book in the Old Testament.  The Lord Jesus referred to all of the prophetic 

books simply as "the prophets" (Luke 24:44 and compare verse 27). 

A more helpful way to categorize the prophetic books is to list them according to their 

relationship to the Babylonian captivity. Those books which were written before the Babylonian 

captivity are called the pre-exilic books; the ones written during the captivity are called the exilic 

books; the ones written after the captivity are referred to as the post-exilic books.  Consider the 

following: 
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Notice that Jeremiah (who also wrote Lamentations) warned the people of the coming 

Babylonian judgment, but he also gave God's message to the people during the exile (during the 

captivity). 

The pre-exilic prophets were Obadiah (deals with the Edomites [descendants of Esau] and their 

doom), Joel (emphasizes "the day of the Lord"), Jonah (God's messenger to the wicked 

Assyrians), Amos (message for the northern kingdom of Israel), Hosea (points out the 

unfaithfulness of Israel), Isaiah (message to the southern kingdom of Judah), Micah 

(contemporary of Isaiah whose message was also for Judah), Nahum (judgment upon Assyria), 

Zephaniah (message to Judah), Habakkuk (explains the Babylonian invasion which was 

soon to take place). 

Daniel and Ezekiel were the two prophets who ministered DURING the captivity. 

Haggai and Zechariah encouraged the small remnant who returned to rebuild the temple (this 

corresponds to Ezra chapters 1-6). Malachi was the last word from God prior to the 400 silent 

years.  The nation at this time was in a serious backslidden condition. 

This concludes our study of the Old Testament books and how they fit together in the light of the 

history of Israel. The next chapter shows how the New Testament books fit together. 
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CHAPTER 8 

The New Testament Books 

  

In this chapter we want to see how the New Testament books fit together.   

There are six New Testament books which are historical in nature and they advance the historical 

flow. These are the four gospels, the book of Acts and Revelation. 

The four gospels present four views of the life of Christ, covering mainly the last three and a half 

years of our Lord's life, with special emphasis on the last week of our Lord's life.  The book of 

Acts is a history of the early church. Within the framework of this book most of the New 

Testament was written.  Acts 1:8 is the key verse to show the spread of the gospel.  This verse 

also serves as an outline of the book of Acts.  We will be showing when the various New 

Testament books were written in relationship to the book of Acts.  Revelation is a prophetic 

book, and it may be considered historical only in the sense that it foretells future historical 

events, especially events that will take place in the future tribulation period (Revelation chapters 

4-19), the second coming of Christ (chapter 19), the thousand year kingdom of Christ (chapter 

20) and the new heavens and new earth (chapters 21-22).  Prophecy is history written in 

advance.  A historian writes about what happened in the past; a prophet tells about what will 

happen in the future. 

 

The only letters of Paul that were not written during the events of the book of Acts were 1 

Timothy, Titus and 2 Timothy. These books were all written after Paul's first Roman 

imprisonment (which we read about in Acts 28).   
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We will now take a more detailed look at the NT books that were written during the time of the 

book of Acts. The first part of the book of Acts has Peter as the main character (chapters 1-12).  

The last part of the book of Acts has Paul as the main character (chapters 13-28). 

 

ACTS 1:8 could be called "THE BOOK OF ACTS IN A NUTSHELL." In this verse Christ 

taught that HIS W______________________ would be  

1. IN JERUSALEM--the starting point (see Luke 24:49)  

                    (ACTS 2-ACTS 7)  

2. IN ALL JUDAEA--the home of the JEWS  

                    (ACTS 8:1-4)  

3. IN SAMARIA--the home of the SAMARITANS  

                    (ACTS 8:5-25)  

4. UNTO THE UTTERMOST PART OF THE EARTH--the home of the GENTILES  

                    (ACTS 8:26-ACTS 28)  

The following books were written after the events of the book of Acts had been completed: 
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Let us now briefly consider each of the New Testament books.  The four gospels (Matthew, 

Mark, Luke and John) all emphasize the three and a half years of our Lord's public ministry. 

The main focus is upon His death and resurrection and the events leading up to our Lord's 

passion and triumph over death.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



50  

 

Each of the gospels has its own unique emphasis as the following chart shows: 

Matthew 

Presents Christ as KING 

(the Prophesied King) 

 

Key Verse:  Matthew 2:2 

"King of the Jews" 

 

 

PURPLE (Exodus 26:36)--the color of  

Kingship (Royalty). 

LION (Ezekiel 1:10; Rev. 1:7)--the king of 

beasts 

Written especially for the Jews 

Mark 

Presents Christ as SERVANT 

(the Obedient Servant) 

Key Verse:  Mark 10:45 

"The Son of man came, not to be ministered 

unto but to minister (serve) and to give His life 

a ransom for many" 

SCARLET (Exodus 26:36)--the color of blood: 

the servant must give His life. 

OX (Ezekiel 1:10)--the sacrificial animal 

 

Written especially for the Romans 

Luke 

Presents Christ as Man 

(the Perfect Man) 

Key Verse:  Luke 19:10 

"Son of man" 

WHITE (Exodus 26:36)--the color of purity: 

He is the sinless, pure, perfect Man. 

MAN (Ezekiel 1:10)--His perfect Humanity 

 

Written especially for the Greeks 

John 

Presents Christ as God 

(the Divine Son) 

Key Verse: John 20:31 

"Son of God" 

BLUE (Exodus 26:36)--the heavenly color: He 

is the One who came down from heaven 

EAGLE (Ezekiel 1:10)--the bird from the 

heavens 

Written for the whole world 

They all point to that ONE, BLESSED PERSON 

the LORD JESUS CHRIST, the SAVIOUR, the SON OF GOD! 

The Book of Acts is a continuation of Jesus' doing and teaching (Acts 1:1) as carried out in and 

through the church which began on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2).  Peter is the key person in 

chapters 1-12; Paul is the key person in chapters 13-28. 
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Revelation gives a remarkable view of prophetic events.  The key verse and outline of the book 

is Revelation 1:19.  Chapters 2-3 deal with the churches. Chapters 4-22 are all future, dealing 

with the tribulation (4-19), the second coming (19), the kingdom (20) and the eternal state (21-

22). 

James is probably the earliest N.T. letter. It was written by the Lord's half-brother, the son of 

Joseph and Mary, and the brother of Jude.  It is a very practical book, showing the need to be 

"doers of the Word," and to demonstrate by our works that our faith is real. 

Galatians is against legalism [legalism involves putting believers under the law either for 

justification or for sanctification]. The law cannot justify; neither can it sanctify. The law can 

show us that we are unholy but it can never make us holy. The key to living the Christian life is 

not found at Mount Sinai, but it is found at Mount Calvary (Romans 6; Gal. 2:20). 

1 and 2 Thessalonians are among Paul's earliest letters. They were written to new believers 

to establish them in the faith and to strengthen them in the midst of persecution. In 1 

Thessalonians every chapter ends with a mention of the Lord's coming for His own (the rapture, 

compare John 14:3). 

1 Corinthians. Each chapter deals with a problem that Paul seeks to correct.  Believers can be 

off base doctrinally (in what they believe) and practically (in how they behave).  Correction is 

possible, but only through God's infallible Word (1 Timothy 3:16). 

2 Corinthians is Paul's most personal letter. In it we learn much about this unique servant of 

God and the kind of heart and devotion to Christ he had. 

Romans presents the gospel of God and is a doctrinal masterpiece.   

Ephesians presents how rich we are in Christ because of God's grace.  In this book we learn 

about God's mystery (a precious secret hidden in the heart of God for centuries but now revealed 

to His saints). Ephesians is also rich in truth pertaining to God's precious church which is His 

body. 

Philippians is about rejoicing in the Lord regardless of circumstances. The key verse is 

Philippians 4:4 and the key word is "REJOICE." 

Colossians presents Christ as the preeminent One (1:18).  He is everything the believer needs 

(the all-sufficient Saviour). 

Philemon introduces us to a slave whom Paul led to the Lord in prison.   

1 Timothy speaks of God-fearing conduct in the local assembly (3:15). 

Titus along with 1 Timothy was written following Paul's first imprisonment. It is one of three of 

Paul's Pastoral letters (along with 1 Timothy and 2 Timothy). 
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2 Timothy finds Paul bound during his second Roman imprisonment and about to die for his 

faith. These are Paul's last recorded words. 

1 Peter deals with suffering saints and 2 Peter contains Peter's last recorded words before his 

death. 

Hebrews is God's great encouragement to grow up in Christ by continuing in the faith and not 

drawing back. God keeps His believers on the right path by giving them strong encouragements 

(such as the faith chapter in Hebrews 11) and also by giving them strong warnings (Hebrews 6 

and 10). 

Jude shows us the need to earnestly contend for the faith, God's body of truth (verse 3). This 

book is a strong warning against apostates. It has been called "The Acts of the Apostates."  It 

also gives comfort and encouragement to true believers (especially the last several verses). 

1 John was written so believers might have joy and assurance of salvation (1:4; 5:13).  

2 John shows who we should not receive or support (negative hospitality: "receive them not") 

and 3 John shows who we should receive and support (positive hospitality:  "receive them"). 

This concludes our brief summary of the 27 New Testament books and how they fit together in 

light of the historical books, especially the book of Acts.  May the glories of our Lord Jesus 

Christ be clearly seen as we study these amazing, God-inspired books. 
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CHAPTER 9 

BIBLE MEASUREMENTS 

(OF LENGTH, DISTANCE, CAPACITY,  

WEIGHT, VALUE AND TIME) 

  

Measurements of Length 

We all know what an inch is and what a foot and a yard is, but what is a cubit and a span and a 

handbreadth? We are familiar with a yardstick, a ruler and a tape measure, but people in Bible 

times did not use these things to measure length. 

Did you know that a man’s body can be used as a ruler or a yardstick? Let’s see how this works: 

Handbreadth This was the width of the four fingers closely pressed 
together, between three and four inches. See Exodus 
37:12. Consider the length of a standard piece of paper 
(eight and a half inches by eleven inches). How many 
handbreadths long is this sheet of paper? __________ Is 
the length of my life (all of my days put together) very long 
(see Psalm 39:5)? ______ Life is very short! 

Span This was the width from the end of the thumb to that of the 
little finger, when these are extended, which for an adult is 
about nine inches. See Exodus 28:16 (the breastplate of 
the priest). The width of a standard piece of paper should 
be about a half inch less than one span. 

Cubit This was the length of the arm from the point of the elbow 
to the end of the middle finger, which for an adult is about 
18 inches (1½ feet). Measure one of your classmates and 
see how many cubits tall he (or she) is. How many spans 
make up one cubit? ________ It is interesting that one 
span equals half a cubit! How tall was Goliath the giant (1 
Samuel 17:4)? 
___________________________________________  
How big was the bed described in Deuteronomy 3:11? 
_________________________________ 

  



54  

 

Measuring Reed This was an actual plant, the calamus or sweet cane 
which from its shape and length came to be used as a 
measure. See Ezekiel 40:3,5. In verse 5 the length of this 
reed is said to be six cubits, each of which was of the 
length of a cubit and a handbreadth, thus 6 cubits and 6 
handbreadths (nearly 11 feet). 

How Do You Measure Up? 

Suppose the basketball coach were to say, "Only those who are five feet and ten inches or taller 

can be on the team." Would you measure up or would you come short? Would you be able to be 

on the team? Or a teacher might say, "Only those who have a 90 average or higher can get an A 

in this class!" Not all the students would measure up to this high standard and requirement! 

God has a very high requirement when it comes to entering heaven. God says, "Only those who 

are as righteous as My Son, Jesus Christ, may enter My holy heaven!" How many of us are 

righteous (Romans 3:10)? _______ Do you measure up to God’s righteous requirement or do 

you come short (Romans 3:23)? ___________________ 

How can any of us enter into God’s holy heaven?  God has made a way for us to be just as 

righteous as His Son: "For He hath made Him (Jesus Christ) to be sin for us, who knew no sin, 

that we might be made the _____________________ of God in Him" (2 Corinthians 5:21).  In 

ourselves we are sinful and unrighteous and we would never measure up, but IN CHRIST we are 

perfectly righteous and God sees us as perfectly righteous! Are you IN CHRIST and saved or are 

you OUTSIDE OF CHRIST and unsaved (see 2 Corinthians 5:17)? 

MEASURES OF DISTANCE 

We usually measure distance in terms of miles (one American mile=5280 feet or 1760 yards). In 

Bible times this was done differently. Here are some examples: 

 Furlong (Greek-stadion)  This was a distance of about 600 feet 
(less than one eighth of a mile). How far was Emmaus 
from Jerusalem (Luke 24:13 and remember that a "score" 
equals twenty)? _____________________ About how far 
had the disciples rowed (John 6:19)? 
_________________ 

Mile (Greek-milion)  Those living in New Testament times also 
measured distance by using the "mile" but this mile was 
1618 yards (eight furlongs) which is a little less than our 
American mile (1760 yards). See Matthew 5:41. 
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Sabbath Day's 
Journey 

This was based on Exodus 16:29 which did not allow 
excessive travel on the Sabbath day of rest. Jewish 
legislators determined that the Sabbath day’s journey 
would be 2000 cubits or 5 furlongs (more than ½ mile). 
How far was the mount of Olives from Jerusalem (Acts 
1:12)?  __________________________ 

A Day’s Journey This was the distance a person could normally travel in 
one day, ordinarily 20 to 30 miles, but when traveling in a 
large company (with women and children), only ten miles. 
See Exodus 3:18. How far did Joseph and Mary travel 
before they realized that Jesus was missing (Luke 2:44)? 
_____________ 

 

How Can You Get To God? 

You might be separated from your grandparents or other relatives by a great distance. Perhaps 

they live on the other side of the United States which means that thousands of miles might 

separate you from them! How can you get to them? You must get in a car, bus, train or plane and 

travel that great distance. 

Because of sin, man is separated from God: 

             SINFUL 
            MAN 

 

HOLY 
GOD 

How can man get to God? There is no plane or rocket ship that will get him there! How can man 

and God be brought together? 

The Bible says that God is "not _______ from every one of us" (Acts 17:27). God is present 

everywhere, but how can sinful man get to God? Radio and television waves are always present 

in a room, but if you do not have a radio or television, you cannot pick these waves up. The radio 

or television must be plugged in and rightly connected in order to get the sound or the picture. 

God is not far from any of us, but the problem is that most people are not connected to God in 

the right way. 

There is only one way to get to God: "Jesus saith unto him, I am the ________, the truth, and the 

life: no man cometh unto the Father but (except) by _______" (John 14:6). 
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Only through the Saviour, Jesus Christ, can man be connected to God in the right way!  

  

MEASURES OF CAPACITY 

Dry Measures 

In America we use bushels, pecks, quarts and pints for dry measures. Here are some of the 

measures that were used in Bible times: 

Handful This was the natural capacity of the human hand (as when someone 
passes you a large bag of popcorn and tells you to take a handful!). 
See Leviticus 2:2. 

Omer   An omer was equivalent to 5.1 pints. How much manna did God 
provide for each man daily (Exodus 16:16)? _________________ 

Ephah this was equal to 10 omers (see Exodus 16:36) or 3 pecks and 3 
pints. How much food was David told to bring for his brothers (1 
Samuel 17:17)? 

Homer  Originally this term signified an ass load (the amount a donkey could 
carry), which would be less than eight bushels. About how many 
bushels of quail did the Israelites gather who gathered the least 
(Numbers 11:32)? _____________________ 

Bushel Greek-Modius)--about one peck or 1/4 of American bushel. What is 
one thing that should never be done with a bushel (Matthew 5:15)? 
____________________________ 
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Liquid Measures 

(American: gallon=4 quarts; a quart=2 pints) 

In America we use gallons, quarts and pints for liquid measures. Here are some of the measures 

that were used in Bible times: 

Log   This was less than one half of a pint (see Leviticus 14:10 -- "a log of 
oil") 

Hin   This was nearly six pints (or three quarts). About how much water 
should the prophet Ezekiel drink (Ezekiel 4:11)? 
__________________________ 

Bath This was the largest liquid measure used by the Jews in the Old 
Testament. Its capacity was close to six or eight gallons. How much 
water filled the "sea" (huge vessel or basin) which Solomon built for the 
temple (1 Kings 7:26)? _________________________ 

Firkin  (Greek-Metretes)   This was about nine gallons (perhaps slightly less). 
About how many gallons did each waterpot contain in John 2:6? 
_______________ 

Dry and Liquid Measures 

In view of what you have just learned about dry and liquid measures used in the Bible, what is 

the meaning of Isaiah 5:10? _________________________________  Do you think this made 

the people happy? 

How Much Do You Contain? 

Do you contain anything valuable? Your body has about ten pints of blood, 200 bones, 600 

muscles and much more! But do you contain anything else? 

If we are really saved, then the Bible says, "__________ dwelleth in us" (1 John 4:12). Every 

believer contains the living God! He fills us with Himself! This is amazing when we remember 

that even the great temple which Solomon built and even the UNIVERSE cannot contain such a 

big and such a great God (see 2 Chronicles 6:18)! And yet God is willing to put Himself within 

every believer and make our heart His home! 

How much of God do you contain? Does each believer have just a little piece of God? No, we 

are not filled with a little part, we are filled with "all the _______________ of God" (Ephesians 

3:19). We do not have a small part of God; we have ALL OF GOD! Within every believer there 

is a great treasure (2 Corinthians 4:7) -- the living God Himself! 
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If the President were going to stay in your house for a week, would that change the way you 

live? Would you want to be on your best behavior? Would you want him to see you fighting with 

your brothers and sisters? Would you want to respect your honored guest and please him in every 

way? God is the honored Guest who has come to live in the heart of every believer! If we really 

believe this, then this should make a big difference in the way we live (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). 

  

MEASURES OF WEIGHT 

The Hebrews used weights and measures to weigh valuable metals and other commodities.  

When we measure weight, we usually talk about ounces or pounds or tons. The Jews in Old 

Testament times would talk of shekels and talents: 

Shekel   The weight of a shekel varied, but it was usually from one third to one 
half of an ounce. For example, one shekel of silver would be a piece of 
silver which weighed about 1/3 or 1/2 ounce. According to 2 Chronicles 
1:17, how much was an Egyptian Chariot sold for? 
__________________________________ 

Talent   This was the largest weight among the Hebrews. One talent was about 
3000 shekels (about 90 pounds). As we can see from 2 Kings 5:23, a 
talent was the full weight that an able man could carry. Read 1 Kings 
10:10; if one talent is the full weight that one man could carry, how 
many men would be needed to carry all of this gold to King Solomon? 
_______________  In Revelation 16:21, what weighed one talent? 
_______________  Would you want to be hit by one of these ice 
bombs? _______ 

How Much Do God’s Commandments Weigh? 

Some people think that God’s commandments are too heavy and too burdensome. They say, "If I 

do what God tells me to do, I’ll be a miserable person! What God expects me to do is too much! 

It’s too heavy! It’s too much for me to bear!" 

This is not true at all. The Bible says the opposite: "His commandments are not 

_____________________ (heavy, burdensome)" (1 John 5:3). Jesus said, "My burden is 

_______________ " (Matthew 11:30). God has given us His commands, not to crush us, but to 

bless us: "And the Lord commanded us to do all these statutes...for our ____________  always" 

(Deuteronomy 6:24). 

The people who are really miserable are the ones who disobey God’s commands! It is SIN that 

puts a heavy load on people. We sing the song, "Once my heart was heavy with a load of sin; 

Jesus took the load and gave me peace within! Now I’m happy and here’s the reason why: Jesus 

took my burden all away!" 
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MEASURES OF VALUE 

(MONEY) 

We know what nickels, dimes, quarters and dollars are, but let us look at some of the coins 

mentioned in the Bible: 

 Farthing (Greek-kodrantes)  This was the smallest Roman coin in use, equal in value to 
1/64 of a denarius.  It was also equivalent to two mites (see Mark 12:42). A 
denarius was the average wage that a worker would receive for a day’s work. 
Suppose a man earned $128.00 for a day’s work. What would be the value of a 
farthing? _______________ 

Mite (Greek-lepta)  This was the smallest Jewish coin in use and it was only worth 
half of a farthing (Mark 12:42). How many mites did the poor widow woman 
have (Mark 12:42)? ______ Was Jesus pleased with her offering? ______ 
Why? 

Farthing (Greek-assarion)--This is a different Greek word to describe another coin which 
was also of little value. Read Matthew 10:29 and Luke 12:6 and consider these 
words by Arthur T. Pierson concerning "the odd sparrow": If few men have ever 
been permitted so to trace in the smallest matters God’s care over His children, 
it is partly because few have so completely abandoned themselves to that care. 
We must dare to trust Him, with whom the hairs of our head are all numbered, 
and who touchingly reminds us that He cares for what has been quaintly called 
"the odd sparrow." Matthew records (10:29) how 2 sparrows are sold for a 
farthing, and Luke (12:6) how five sparrows are sold for 2 farthings; and so it 
would appear that, when 2 farthings were offered, an odd sparrow was thrown 
in, as of so little value that it could be given away with the other four. And yet we 
see that even for that one sparrow, not worth taking into account in the bargain, 
GOD CARES. Not one sparrow is forgotten before God, or falls to the ground 
without His knowledge and consent: "Fear not, therefore; ye are of more value 
than many sparrows"! 

Penny (Greek-denarion)  This was the denarius (a Roman silver coin), which was the 
ordinary pay or wages for a day’s labor (see Matthew 20:2,4,7, etc.). In John 
12:5 this valuable ointment was worth 300 pence or denarii, which would be the 
average wage for 300 days of labor (almost what an average worker would earn 
in one year).   

If you think inflation is bad today, read Revelation 6:6 to see what it will be like 
in the tribulation! 

 



60  

 

How Valuable Are You? 

There may be some people who do not think you are worth very much at all. You might have 

classmates at school who treat you in the wrong way as if you were worth nothing! People may 

consider you to be of no value at all. 

Read Matthew 10:29-31. According to these verses, you are very valuable to 

_________________________ 

Usually if we make something, it has value to us. When a girl makes a beautiful sweater or when 

a boy builds a wooden sailboat, the person does not throw these things away as if they are worth 

nothing. They are valuable because the boy or girl has made them. 

It is also true that if you buy something, it has a certain amount of value to you.  If you buy a 

new bicycle, you would not take it to the dump and consider it of no value. It is valuable to you 

because you bought it and purchased it. If it had not been valuable to you and worth something 

to you, then you would not have bought it. 

Has God made you (John 1:3)? ______ Has God bought you with a great price (1 Corinthians 

6:20)? ______ Are you valuable to God? __________ 

Am I valuable? God has made a way for me to be just as righteous as His Son! Am I valuable? 

God has made a way for me (a sinful person) to get to Himself (a holy God)! Am I valuable? 

God Himself has come to live and dwell in my heart! Am I valuable? God has given me His 

Word and His Commands for MY GOOD ALWAYS! 

 

MEASURES OF TIME 

Year-- The year is based on the changing of the seasons. Obviously in Bible 

times they did not have a B.C. and A.D. system like we do today. There 

was once a joke in which a. fellow would ask his friend, "What would you 

do if you found a coin dated 137 B.C.?"   

In Bible times, years were reckoned in at least two different ways: 

1. The year would often be reckoned from the beginning of a king’s 

reign. See Luke 3:1 and 1 Kings 14:25; 15:1.  

2. The year would often be reckoned from a well-known historical 

event:  

a. The Exodus (see Numbers 33:38; 1 Kings 6:1).  

b. The Babylonian captivity or exile (Ezekiel 33:21; 40:1).  

c. Today we reckon time from the birth of Christ: B.C.=before 

Christ; A.D.=Anno Domini (Latin expression which means "in the 
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year of the Lord")  

Month-- The month is based on the phases of  the moon. The names of the months 

were different than the names which we use today. For example, the first 

month was called Nisan, and the Passover was always celebrated in this 

month (see Lev. 23:5). 

Week-- The week is defined as the interval between two Sabbaths, and it is based 

on the original creation week (Genesis 1:1-2:3).  

The Sabbath was the 7th day of the week (Saturday)--see Genesis 2:1-3. 

The first day of the week (Luke 24:1) was Sunday. On what day did the 

early Christians meet together (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2)? 

______________________ 

Day-- The day is a 24 hour period based on the day-night cycle. The Jews 

reckoned the day from sunset to sunset, that is, they would begin their 

new day at sunset ("from  ____________________  to  _____________"  

Lev. 23:32). This custom apparently originated from creation: "and the  

_____________  and the morning were the first _______" (Genesis 1:5). 

Today most Americans begin the new day at midnight. 

Hour-- Possibly the hour is based upon a Babylonian method of dividing the 

daylight period into 12 equal parts. If the Jews began to count their hours 

at sunrise (6:00 a.m. being the "zero" hour), then when was Christ 

crucified (Mark 15:25)?  _____________________  During what time 

was there darkness over all the earth (Matthew 27:45-46)? 

_________________________________  

At what times were the different laborers called (Matthew 20:1,3,5,6)?  

_________________________________________________________ 

Note: The Romans counted time as we do today, so in John 19:14 the time 

described is about 6:00 a.m. (not 9:00 a.m.). 

This chapter has discussed only some of the more important measurements that are found in the 

Bible. There are many others. A Bible dictionary, a good Bible handbook, or even the notes in 

your own Bible will often give you helpful information on weights and measurements. 
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CHAPTER 10 

BOOKS WHICH HELP  

IN STUDYING THE BIBLE 

 

 

Today the Lord has given us an abundance of excellent books which help us to study and 

understand the life changing truths of the Bible. God has given us so much; it’s a shame that we 

know so little.  Jesus said, "For unto whomsoever  ________  is given, of him shall be  

___________  required" (Luke 12:48). In other words, if God has given us something, then we 

are responsible to use it wisely and well. For example, if you have been given an excellent map 

and fail to use it, don’t complain if you get lost.  If you have been given a helpful cookbook and 

don’t consult it, don’t be surprised if the cake is a flop.  Likewise, if you continue to be ignorant 

of the Bible, then you have not taken advantage of all that God has given to you! 

We shall now consider some very helpful Bible study books: 

1. BIBLE HANDBOOK 

A good Bible Handbook is a simple and concise reference book dealing with the Bible in general 

and covering subjects such as those treated in this set of notes. A Bible Handbook will also give 

a general survey of the 66 books of the Bible, briefly summarizing the contents of each chapter. 

For example, if you wanted to know the content and teaching of 1 Corinthians chapter 7, a Bible 

Handbook would give you this information in a few concise paragraphs. RECOMMENDED: 

Unger’s Bible Handbook. 

  

2. ENGLISH  DICTIONARY 

This is one of the most important tools that a Bible student has. Make sure you have a good one. 

One of the reasons we have difficulty understanding the Bible is that we do not know the English 

language as well as we should. For example, in Luke chapter 13, an English dictionary would 

certainly help in understanding the following key words: "parable" (v.6), "infirmity" (v.11), 

"indignation" (v.14), "hypocrite" (v.15), "adversaries" (v.17), "iniquity" (v.27), "desolate" (v.35). 

Do you know what all these words mean?  If not, you need a dictionary! 

Since the Bible was written in Hebrew and Greek, it is sometimes helpful to have a dictionary 

which defines the original Hebrew and Greek words.  Here are two recommendations: 

For Hebrew:  Old Testament Word Studies by William Wilson 

For Greek:  An Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words by W. E. Vine 
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3. CONCORDANCE 

A Bible Concordance is an alphabetical index of the words found in the Bible, listed in their 

context (the sentence or phrase in which they are found). There are basically two ways in which 

a concordance can be of help to the Bible student: 

1) A concordance helps in locating verses. This is the best book to have when you do not know 

where a verse is found in the Bible. For example, there is a verse which says, "the love of money 

is the root of all evil." By using a concordance, you could find where this verse is located in the 

Bible (book, chapter and verse). Helpful hint: look up the word that is the least common (such as 

"root" or "money"). Don’t look up common words such as "the" or "all" or "is,"  because the list 

will be so large that you will never find the verse unless you search all day. Some small 

concordances do not even include the very common words which occur so frequently. 

2) A concordance helps in studying a word. Suppose you wanted to study the word "faith." 

With a concordance you could simply look up this word and it would immediately give you the 

places where this word is found in the Bible. You could then turn to each of these places and see 

what you can learn about faith. 

Many Bibles contain a concordance in the back, although these are not complete concordances. 

A complete concordance is a very large book, and it contains a listing of every word in the Bible 

(even the common words) and every verse where those words are found. RECOMMENDED: 

Strong’ s Exhaustive (Complete) Concordance.   For Bible students who want to do word 

studies in the original language, see Englishman's Greek Concordance. 

 4. BIBLE TRANSLATIONS 

Here at the Middletown Bible Church, we use the King James Version in the pulpit and in all the 

classrooms, and we do not recommend other versions for use in the local assembly of believers.  

It is important that we all have and use the same version when we are gathered together as one 

body.  However, for personal Bible study, when studying a portion of Scripture, it is sometimes 

helpful to read the same passage in another reliable version. Here are some examples of how the 

use of other translations might help to clarify the meaning of the original text: 

1) Acts 19:2 (KJV)--"Have ye received the 

Holy Ghost since ye believed?" (This 

translation may suggest that a person can 

believe on Christ and then receive the 

Spirit at some later time.) 

Acts 19:2 (NASV)--"Did you receive the Holy 

Spirit when you believed?" (This translation 

correctly indicates that a person receives the 

Holy Spirit the moment he believes.) 

2) 2 Peter 1:1 (KJV)--"through the 

righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus 

Christ" (This translation may suggest that  

 

Peter was talking about two Persons: God 

2 Peter 1:1 (NASV)--"through the 

righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus 

Christ" (This translation correctly shows that  

 

Peter was talking about only one Person: the 
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the Father and Jesus Christ the Son.) Lord Jesus Christ, who is here said to be 

GOD!) 

3) Revelation 4:6 (KJV)--"four beasts" (When 

we think of "a beast" we usually think of a 

wild, savage animal.) 

Revelation 4:6 (NASV)--"four living creatures" 

(This is a better description of these angelic 

beings.) 

4) 2 Samuel 14:26 (KJV)--"And when he 

polled his head (for it was at every year’s 

end that he polled it...)" 

2 Samuel 14:26 (NASV)--"And when he cut 

the hair of his head (and it was at the end of 

every year that he cut it...)" 

5) Deuteronomy 28:26 (KJV)--"No man shall 

fray them away." 

Deuteronomy 28:26 (NASV)--"There shall be 

no one to frighten them away." 

6) Proverbs 13:24 (KJV)--"He that spareth his 

rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him 

chasteneth him betimes." 

Proverbs 13:24 (NASV)--"He who spares his 

rod hates his son, but he who loves him 

disciplines him diligently." 

7) 2 Thessalonians 2:7 (KJV)--"For the 

mystery of iniquity doth already work: only 

he who now letteth will let, until he be 

taken out of the way." 

2 Thessalonians 2:7 (NASV)--"For the mystery 

of lawlessness is already at work; only he who 

now restrains will do so until he is taken out of 

the way." 

Some of the modern conservative Bible translations which may be used for the purpose of 

comparison are as follows: The American Standard Version (1901), The New American 

Standard Version (NASV), The Amplified Bible, The New International Version (NIV),  and 

The Holman Christian Standard Bible (1999). The student should remember, however, that no 

version is perfect, and there are some serious problems and wrong translations in many of the 

modern versions, as discussed in Chapter 4. 

5. STUDY OR REFERENCE BIBLE 

Some editions of the Bible are especially prepared for the serious Bible student. A good study 

Bible contains the following helpful features: 1) a system of cross references (for example, if you 

were studying Ephesians 6:1-2, the cross reference system might direct you to Colossians 3:20 

and Exodus 20:12);  2) an introduction to each book of the Bible (giving the author, date, theme, 

purpose for writing, etc.) 3) marginal notes throughout the Bible which define words, explain 

difficult passages, provide necessary background information and whatever else is needed to 

make the Bible more understandable; 4) a partial concordance; 5) a set of Bible maps. 

RECOMMENDED: The Scofield Reference Bible. This study Bible contains all the above 

features. It also has a unique chain reference system which your teacher or Pastor can explain to 

you.  It should be noted that not all study Bibles are recommended.  They each reflect the views 

of the person who wrote the notes, and these views may be true to the Bible or they may not be.  

Even good study Bibles may have certain notes that are not dependable.  
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For example, the Scofield Study Bible (which we recommend) presented the Gap Theory which 

is erroneous. If Scofield were alive today he probably would not hold to this view, in light of 

new light that has resulted from the research of Bible believing men.]  We must always keep in 

mind that the sacred text is inspired and infallible, but the notes at the bottom of the page or in 

the margin are not inspired, and may or may not be on target.  When we read anything written by 

uninspired men, regardless of how sincere or godly they may be, we must search the Scriptures 

daily to see whether the teaching lines up with what God has said (compare Acts 17:11). 

  

6. BIBLE DICTIONARY 

A good Bible Dictionary contains a wealth of information for the serious Bible student. Many 

Christians fail to use a Bible Dictionary as often as they should (and some do not even have one). 

If properly used, the Bible Dictionary is one of the most valuable tools available to the student of 

God’s Word. Here are some examples of the kind of information which can be found in a good 

dictionary of the Bible: 

1) Places Where was Mesopotamia? 

2) Cities What happened to the city of Sodom? 

3) Persons Who was King Jehoahaz? 

4) Animals What is a coney? 

5) Plants Why was the olive tree so important to the children of Israel? 

6) Minerals What kind of precious stone was the amethyst? 

7) Occupations What work does a fuller do? 

8) Doctrines What is the true meaning of justification? 

9) Buildings What were the various articles of furniture found in the 

tabernacle? 

10) Musical 

Instruments 

Was the harp that David played the same as the modern 

instrument called by the same name? 

Simply look up the words in bold letters in a good Bible dictionary, and all these questions 

should be answered. 
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Read Matthew 12:1-9, and list the words or names which you could look up in a Bible 

Dictionary to help you to better understand this passage.   

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

RECOMMENDED: There are several good Bible Dictionaries.  Recommended: Unger’s Bible 

Dictionary.  Others may be as good or better, but seek to obtain one whose contributors are Bible 

believing men. 

  

7. CHRONOLOGY CHARTS 

Chronology is that study which deals with time and which assigns to events their proper dates. 

Bible chronology deals with questions such as these: "When was the book of 2 Timothy 

written?" "When Ahab was king of’ Israel, who was the king of Judah?"  "When was the 

southern kingdom of Judah destroyed by the Babylonians?" "When did Ezekiel give his great 

prophecies?" "Who was Pharaoh of Egypt during the Exodus in the days of Moses, and who was 

the Pharaoh that Joseph served?" "Who was the Roman emperor when Christ was born?" 

The answers to most of these questions can be found in a good study Bible, Bible Handbook or 

Bible Dictionary. One of the most helpful ways to learn about Bible chronology is to examine 

certain chronology charts which have been especially prepared for the Bible student. Three such 

charts are RECOMMENDED: 

1. Chart of Old Testament Patriarchs and Judges by John C. Whitcomb. 

2. Chart of Old Testament Kings and Prophets by John C. Whitcomb.  

3. New Testament Chronological Chart by James L. Boyer. 

Additional charts are also available, but the three listed above are probably the ones that would 

be the most helpful and most needed. 

  

8.   BIBLE ATLAS 

In Chapter 5 we saw the importance of understanding the geography of Bible lands (the 

mountains, rivers, seas, deserts, countries, cities, etc.). A good Bible Atlas is quite helpful, 

although most study Bibles contain a good set of maps in the back which are usually sufficient 

for most purposes. Recommended:  Baker's Bible Atlas. 
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9.   DOCTRINAL BOOKS 

There have been many excellent books written on the important doctrines of the Bible. For 

example, some books have very clearly set forth the following doctrines: GOD, CHRIST, THE 

HOLY SPIRIT, SALVATION, LAW AND GRACE, THE CHURCH, SATAN, THE BIBLE, 

PROPHECY, THE KINGDOM, EVANGELISM, CREATION, etc. If you are interested in 

studying any of these doctrinal subjects, ask your Pastor to recommend which book or books 

would be best. Of course, the best book to study for any doctrine is the Bible itself.   

 

Recommended:  Major Bible Themes by Lewis S. Chafer and The Mackintosh Treasury by C. 

H. Mackintosh. A detailed study of all the major doctrines of the Bible is Systematic Theology 

by Lewis Sperry Chafer (highly recommended). 

Here are some other recommendations for certain specific doctrines: 

Prophecy:  Things to Come by J. Dwight Pentecost 

The Kingdom:  The Greatness of the Kingdom by Alva McClain 

Dispensationalism:  Dispensationalism by Charles Ryrie 

  

10.  COMMENTARIES 

A commentary is someone’s written comments on an entire book of the Bible, verse by verse and 

chapter by chapter. For example, you could obtain a commentary on the book of Philippians 

which would discuss every verse in all four chapters of this epistle.  Our recommendation for a 

one volume commentary on the entire Bible would be  Believer's Bible Commentary by William 

MacDonald.  The classic commentary on the entire Bible is by Matthew Henry, but this usually 

comes in more than one volume.  It is a spiritual treasure in many ways. 

CAUTION: A commentary should be the last book you study. No human author has a perfect 

understanding of the Bible, and often a commentary will make a statement or reach a conclusion 

which may not be correct. If you read the commentary first, you may quickly accept what the 

author has written without knowing all the facts. It is much better to let GOD be your 

TEACHER, and not any man. Always go first to the Word of God before you look at any other 

book. The following is a recommended procedure for personal Bible study: 

1. Carefully and prayerfully read the Bible (see Chapter 3). 

2. If necessary, read the passage in another reliable translation carefully and prayerfully. 

3. Carefully and prayerfully study the cross references in your Bible. 

4. Use your English dictionary to find the meaning of difficult words.   

http://www.middletownbiblechurch.org/bofbooks/booksch3.htm
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5. Use your Bible dictionary to learn about unfamiliar persons, places, etc. 

6. Use your concordance to study the key words and how they are used elsewhere in the 

Bible. 

7. Consult a Bible atlas or the maps in your Bible to become familiar with the geography of 

the passage under study. 

8. Consult the chronology chart which would pertain to the passage under study. 

9. Prayerfully read the notes in your study Bible, remembering that the notes are not 

inspired. They are often very helpful, but they are not always correct. 

10. Prayerfully read your Bible Handbook and commentary (if you have one), asking the 

Lord to teach you through what other believers have written, and to protect you from any 

error which may be found in books written by fallible men. 

  

A final  exhortation: "Study to show thyself approved unto 

God, a workman that needeth not to 

be ashamed, rightly dividing the word 

of truth" (2 Timothy 2:15).    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



69  

 

CHAPTER 11 

Joy of Discovery in Bible Study 

[by Robert F. Ramey, used with permission] 

 

Many read the Bible only on rare occasions, perhaps in a crisis or in church. They are content to 

get their Bible knowledge second hand. Others who read the Bible on a regular basis do not 

know the method whereby they can discover the riches of Scripture for themselves. The method 

of study described here will open up God's truth for any purposeful goal. Try it and see! 

See 2 Timothy 2:15. 

  Step 1--OBSERVE 

Key verse: John 5:39  "SEARCH" 

Key Question:  

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?  

Purpose  

To discover all the words 

and details and ideas that are 

easily overlooked: often we 

fail to see what is right 

before our eyes. We are 

poor detectives. We read too 

hastily. We can easily miss 

what the verse clearly says. 

Meaning 

To look, inspect, hunt, pay 

close attention to, notice, 

watch, consider every word 

and phrase 

Method  

Read and reread. Take 

notes. Ask questions: Who? 

What? When? Where? 

Why? How? Paraphrase 

(restate in your own words). 
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  Step 2--INTERPRET 

Key verse: Matthew 24:15  "LET HIM UNDERSTAND" 

Key Question:  

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE MEAN?  

Purpose  

To explain, give the 

meaning that the Bible 

writer intended and which 

his readers understood 

Meaning  

To explain, elucidate, tell the 

meaning, give the sense 

Method  

To bridge the cultural, 

language and time gap: in 

order to do this we often 

need help: translations, 

dictionaries, atlases, etc. 

 

God means what He says and says what He means. The problem is that we often come to God’s 

Word with our own preconceived ideas and notions about what we think the Bible says. This is 

why people can prove anything they want by using the Bible. Instead of using the Bible, they are 

actually abusing and misusing the Bible by forcing their own interpretations upon God’s Holy 

Word. 

Instead of letting God say what He says, we try to make the Bible say what we want it to say or 

what we think it should say. This subjective approach is very detrimental to true Bible study and 

God will not honor it. We need to come to God with a humble heart, casting aside all of our 

preconceived notions and opinions, and say, "Lord, teach me Thy way. Help me to learn, unlearn 

and relearn. Correct my thinking. Help me to amend my thinking in favor of what You have 

said." 
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May God the Holy Spirit open the eyes of our understanding so that we might know God’s truth, 

and so that we might walk in God’s truth (2 John 4; 3 John 3-4). 

  

Step 3--APPLY 

Key verse: James 1:22  "BE DOERS" 

Key Question:  

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE MEAN TO ME?  

Purpose 

To learn spiritual lessons 

and to grow in grace 

resulting in a changed life; 

to amend one's life because 

of what God has said in His 

Word 

Meaning 

To utilize, employ, do, obey, 

believe, exercise, etc. 

Method 

Answer these questions: Is 

there a promise to believe? 

An example to follow? A sin 

to avoid? A duty to perform? 

A prayer to echo? etc. 

"There is scarcely anything so dull and meaningless as Bible doctrine taught for its own sake. 

Truth divorced from life is not truth in its Biblical sense, but something else and something less. 

The Bible is more than a volume of hitherto unknown facts about God, man and the universe. It 

is a book of exhortation based upon those facts. By far the greater portion of the book is devoted 

to an urgent effort to persuade people to alter their ways and bring their lives into harmony with 

the will of God as set forth in its pages. Theological truth is useless until it is obeyed. The 

purpose behind all doctrine is to secure moral action. Bible exposition without moral application 

raises no opposition. It is only when the hearer is made to understand that truth is in conflict with 

his heart that resistance sets in. As long as people can hear orthodox truth divorced from life they 

will attend and support churches without objection. Much that passed for NT Christianity is little 

more than objective truth sweetened with song and made palatable by religious entertainment." –

A.W. TOZER 
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Step 4--COMPARE 

Key verse: 1 Corinthians 2:13  "COMPARING" 

Key Question: 

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ELSEWHERE? 

Purpose 

To relate the portion of 

Scripture that I am studying 

with the rest of the Bible: 

every part of the Bible must 

be seen in relationship to the 

whole. When we see a tree 

clearly, then we must see its 

relationship to the whole 

forest. The Bible is a unified 

whole and we must see how 

all the pieces fit together. 

Meaning  

To correlate, integrate 

Scripture 

Method  

Ask yourself: What other 

verses and paragraphs and 

chapters in the Bible can I 

tie together with what I have 

just studied? Can I find 

parallel passages that would 

shed light on and help 

confirm what I have just 

studied? You may find help 

using the cross references 

found in your Bible as well 

as a concordance. 

IN CLASS ASSIGNMENT: Use this method in studying Matthew 19:16-26.  OBSERVE: 

Help the students to look carefully for details in each verse which might be overlooked with a 

superficial or surface reading of the text.  INTERPRET:  Help the students to understand the 

true interpretation of the text.  Jesus taught that if a person keeps the commandments, he will 

enter into life.  How perfectly must these commandments be kept?  Is it possible for any sinful 

man to do this?  What is the meaning of "the eye of a needle" and what was the Lord's main 

point in using this vivid illustration?  APPLY:  Help the students to understand how this 

passage can be personally applied to them, especially with regards to its teaching relating to 

salvation and riches.  COMPARE:  What is the purpose of the law according to Romans 3:20 

and how does this relate to this passage in Matthew 19?   Compare Matthew 19:17 with John 

6:47 and John 3:16.  What is the true gospel message?  Keep the law and you shall be saved OR 

believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved?  What important detail does Mark tell us 

about the Lord's attitude towards the rich young ruler (see Mark 10:21) which Matthew does not 

tell us? 

OUT OF CLASS ASSIGNMENT: Use this method in studying Matthew 27:39-54 and/or John 

chapter 21. 
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CHAPTER 12 

BIBLE CRITICISM 

(Destructive Criticism) 

 "Criticism" involves finding fault with something or someone. The Lord Jesus warned His 

disciples about being critical of faults in others while being blind to even greater faults in 

themselves (Matthew 7:1-5). This is illustrated by a rather "smelly" story as follows: 

Grandpa was sleeping in his chair. His grandchildren found some very ancient--

very putrid limburger cheese, and gently stroked some of it on grandpa's 

mustache. When grandpa awoke he sniffed and grumbled, "This room stinks." He 

went into the kitchen and said, "And the kitchen stinks." He went outdoors and 

met Mr. Smith his neighbor and rudely remarked, "And you stink too!" Finally he 

shouted, "the whole world stinks!" The trouble, however, was right under 

grandpa's own nose. All he needed to do was "clean his own nose" and 

everything else would become sweet again. (Our Daily Bread, Radio Bible 

Class, 8/7/60) 

Faults are like headlights on a car; those of others always seem more glaring than our own! 

Bible Criticism takes place when UNBELIEVING men try to find fault with God’s Word. Such 

men set themselves up as JUDGES, and they make unfavorable remarks and judgments about the 

Bible. Instead of letting the Bible be their JUDGE (God’s Word pointing out their faults and 

showing where they are wrong--Hebrews 4:12-13), they try to JUDGE the Bible (by pointing out 

the so called "mistakes" and "faults"
 
in the Bible). Someday these unbelievers will stand before 

the JUDGE OF ALL THE EARTH (Gen. 18:25) and they will realize that the Bible was right 

and they were wrong!  They will be judged by the very WORD which they criticized (John 

12:48).   

Destructive Criticism is a description of the terrible harm unbelievers do when the ignore or 

deny the plain statements of Scripture and proudly think that they know more than God does. See 

the comments by William Jennings Bryan at the end of this chapter on Higher (Destructive) 

Criticism. 

Lower Criticism is that science which seeks to determine the correct text 

of ancient documents.  This is also known as Textual Criticism.  

Higher Criticism deals with questions such as these:  Who is the author 

of this document?  What is the date when this document was written?   Is this 

a unified document written by one author or is the document a composite 

work of more than one author which was at some time patched together and 

made to appear as one document? 
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If you were to go to an average college or university in our country and take an introductory 

course on the Bible in the religion department, you might be shocked to hear your teacher say 

things like this (in fact, some of these things might even be taught in high school): 

1. "Moses did not write the first five books of the Bible." 

   

2. "Daniel did not write the book of Daniel." 

   

3. "The book of Isaiah was not written by one man, but by at least two men." 

   

4. "Paul did not write 1 Timothy and Peter did not write 2 Peter.
" 

 
  

5. "Adam and Eve are just symbolic figures.  They were not historical persons. They never 

really lived on earth." 

   

6. "The account of Jonah and the whale is a nice story, but of course no such thing ever 

happened.  It's impossible that a man could have survived inside of a whale." 

   

7. ETC. ETC.  

Statements such as these are common examples of BIBLICAL CRITICISM, as unbelievers try to 

find fault with the AUTHORSHIP (the person God used to write the book--see 2 Peter 1:21), the 

DATE (the time when the book was written--see Hebrews 1:1), and the HISTORIC 

ACTUALITY (that the events described really happened and the people involved were real 

people who actually lived in history). 

How can we find out who really wrote the books of the Bible? How can we learn when these 

books were written? How can we know for sure whether the events recorded in the Bible actually 

took place or not? Who truly knows the answers to these questions? Is there someone we can go 

to who is an AUTHORITY on the Bible? Is there someone who knows all the answers about the 

Bible? Is there someone who knows more about the Bible than anyone else? Who is the greatest 

AUTHORITY on the Bible? (circle the correct answer) 

a.  the Pope e.  your parents 

b.  the Pastor 
f.  The Encyclopedia 

Britannica 

c.  your teacher in school g.  a Jewish Rabbi 

d.  a college professor h.  the Lord Jesus Christ 
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The Lord Jesus Christ is perfectly qualified as the Bible’s greatest authority! Here’s why: 

1. He knows all things (He is omniscient).  

2. He is the Author of the Bible (it is His Word), and certainly no one knows more about a 

book than the author!  

3. Since He is the Eternal One, He is the world’s greatest historian! He is the great "I AM" 

who existed from eternity past, long before any of the Bible critics were ever born!  

4. He personally witnessed every event that is recorded in the Bible, because He is 

omnipresent.  

5. He is the God of truth, and thus we can trust whatever He says about the Bible. He has an 

amazing reputation for telling the truth (Titus 1:2).  

6. He is the God of Moses and Daniel and Isaiah and Peter and Paul and Jonah. He knows 

all about these men, and He knows all about the books which they wrote.  

Let us now consider what some of the Bible critics have said about the Bible and then we will 

see what Christ our Authority has said. Whom will you believe, CHRIST or the CRITIC? 

1. Moses did not write the first five books of the Bible. 

Moses lived about 1500 B.C. and many Bible critics do not believe that the first five books of the 

Bible could have been written at such an early date. Therefore, they say that these books were 

written by several different authors and were finally compiled (put together) about 1000 years 

after the time of Moses. They believe that these first five books are made up of several 

documents and written by several authors and compiled hundreds of years after Moses died. 

What did the Lord Jesus say about this? See John 5:46-47; Luke 24:27,44; Mark 12:26 (compare 

Exodus 3:6). 

  

2. The book of Isaiah was written by at least two different men. 

Unbelieving "scholars" often say that the person who wrote the last half of the book of Isaiah 

(chapters 40-66) was different than the person who wrote the first half of the book (chapters 1-

39). They refer to this unknown author as "Deutero-Isaiah" (the second Isaiah), and they say that 

he lived about 200 years after the time of the prophet Isaiah. 

Why do they say such a thing? Here is one of the main reasons:   In Isaiah 44:28 and 45:1 a man 

is mentioned by the name of CYRUS. Cyrus was a Persian king who lived in the second half of 

the 6th century, about 200 years after the time of the prophet Isaiah. How could Isaiah mention 

by name a king who was not even born yet and who would not be born until many years after 

Isaiah’s death? That would be like George Washington mentioning the name of the person who 

was elected President in 1980 or in 1984.   It seems to these critics that the person who wrote 

about Cyrus must have lived in the days of Cyrus or even later. 
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These unbelievers overlook one important fact. The living God is able to declare "the  

_________  from the  _____________________________" (Isaiah 46:10), and God knew all 

about Cyrus hundreds of years before this man was ever born! Thus we are not shocked when 

God mentions a person’s name and tells us all about him before he is ever born! 

"The edict of Cyrus as recorded by Ezra seemed to fit the picture of Isaiah's 

prophecies too well to be real, until a cylinder was found that confirmed this 

decree in all the important details."  The New Evidence That Demands a Verdict, 

by Josh McDowell, p. 381.  God gave Isaiah this accurate information long 

before Cyrus was even born! 

NOTE: Mark 7:6 is a quotation of Isaiah 29:13 (the first part of Isaiah) and Matthew 8:17 is a 

quotation of Isaiah 53:4 (the second part of Isaiah) and the Bible says that Isaiah was the human 

author of both! 

  

3. Daniel did not write the book of Daniel. 

Again the critics say that the book of Daniel was written by some unknown author who must 

have lived many years after the time of Daniel. The reason for this is obvious. Daniel gives some 

amazing prophecies about the four great world kingdoms which would rise up. The first of these 

great kingdoms was Babylon and the second was Media-Persia, and Daniel lived to see these 

first two kingdoms. But how did Daniel know about Greece and Rome (the third and fourth 

kingdoms)? The critics say, "He didn’t know anything about Greece and Rome, and thus 

someone else must have written the book." The Bible believer says, "God, who knows the end 

from the beginning, revealed to Daniel information about these coming kingdoms."   Those who 

do not believe that God can predict the future are those who have a problem with the authorship 

and dates of Daniel and Isaiah. For those who believe in a God who knows the future, there is no 

problem at all. By the way, according to our AUTHORITY, who wrote the book of Daniel 

(Matthew 24:15)? ________________________ 

  

4. Paul did not write the Pastoral Epistles. 

The books of 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus are often called the Pastoral epistles (letters written to 

Timothy and Titus who were pastors). Many critics say that Paul did not write these books. What 

does the Bible say (see 1 Timothy 1:1; 2 Timothy 1:1; Titus 1:1)?  

__________________________  Should we believe the Bible or should we believe the critics? 

  

5. Peter did not write 2 Peter. 

If Peter did not write 2 Peter, then the Bible is not true (see 2 Peter 1:1). According to our 

Authority, the Lord Jesus Christ, is the Bible true (John 17:17)? ________ 
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6. The miracles of the Bible did not really happen. 

Unbelievers have problems with the miracles recorded in the Bible. To those who believe in an 

Almighty God, this is no problem, because, "Is anything too for the  ____________  (Genesis 

18:14) 

Some of the miracles which seem to very problematic to unbelievers are these: 

1. The creation of man (Adam and Eve).  Unbelievers say that man evolved from ape-like 

creatures millions of years ago.  

2. The great flood in the days of Noah  

3. The terrible judgment upon the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah  

4. Jonah being swallowed by the great fish  

What has the Lord Jesus Christ (our Authority) said about these important events? Did He speak 

of them as events which actually happened, or did He speak of them as imaginary stories which 

never really took place in history? Consider the following verses: 

1. Matthew 19:4-5  

2. Matthew 24:37-39; Luke 17:27  

3. Matthew 11:23-24; Luke 17:28,29,32  

4. Matthew 12:40-41  

What do you think? Are these things FABLES or FACTS? 

Some people try to explain away the miracles by coming up with naturalistic explanations.  One 

example was the feeding of the five thousand.  One Pastor preached that when the people in the 

large crowd saw the boy share his lunch with Jesus (five loaves and two fish), then they were 

inspired by this unselfish act and they all started pulling out their lunches which they had hidden 

under their garments and everyone started sharing food with each other.  They ended up with 

twelve baskets of food left over.  The only problem with this version of the story is that the Bible 

does not say this happened at all (Matthew 14:15-21).  Those who believe in an omnipotent God 

have no problem believing in miracles.  Indeed, those who believe Genesis 1:1 have no problems 

believing all the other Bibles mentioned in the Bible. 

Once a young farmer's son, who loved God's Word, went to the city to study at a seminary.  

Unfortunately it was a seminary staffed by professors who did not believe the Bible and who 

denied the miracles of the Bible.  One day an Old Testament professor was teaching about the 

children of Israel and the Red Sea.  He explained that the Red Sea was really the "Sea of Reeds" 

and that it was merely a swamp where the water was not very deep at all.  The children of Israel 

could simply wade across the swamp.  Suddenly from the back of the room, the farmer's son 

shouted with joy, "PRAISE THE LORD!"   The professor was not used to such outbreaks in his 

class and he asked the student why he felt it necessary to express  himself in such an emotional 

way.  The farm boy stood before the class and said, "PRAISE THE LORD!  My God is so great 

that He could drown the entire Egyptian army in only a few inches of water!"     

  



78  

 

7. There are no such things as angels or demons or a real devil. Superstitious 
people once believed such things, but in this age of science, intelligent people no 
longer believe such foolishness.  

What has our AUTHORITY said? See Matthew 4:10; 10:8; 16:27; 24:31; 26:53; 13:39; etc. Will 

unbelieving Bible critics someday believe in the devil and angels (see Matthew 25:41)? 

Don’t put your faith in the CRITICS, put your faith in the CHRIST! He will never deceive you 

or lead you astray! Let us remember the words of the great hymn THE BIBLE STANDS! 

"The Bible stands like a mountain tow'ring  

far above the works of men; 

Its truth by none ever was refuted  

and destroy it they never can!" --Haldor Lillenas 

  

HIGHER CRITICS 

by William Jennings Bryan 

“Besides open enemies, the Bible has enemies who are less frank — enemies 

who, while claiming to be friends of Christianity, spend their time undermining 

faith in God, faith in the Bible, and faith in Christ. These professed friends call 

themselves higher critics — a title which, though explained by them as purely 

technical, smacks of an insufferable egotism. They assume an air of superior 

intelligence and look down with mingled pity and contempt upon what they 

regard as poor, credulous humanity. The higher critic is more dangerous than the 

open enemy. The atheist approaches you boldly and tries to blow out your light, 

but as you know who he is, what he is trying to do and why, you can protect 

yourself. The higher critic, however, comes to you in the guise of a friend and 

politely inquires: ‘Isn’t the light too near your eyes? I fear it will injure your 

sight.’ Then he moves the light away, a little at a time, until it is only a speck and 

then — invisible. 

“Some who have used the title ‘higher critic’ have approached their subject in a 

reverent spirit and laboured earnestly in the vain hope of satisfying intellectual 

doubts, when the real trouble has been with the hearts of objectors rather than 

with their heads. Religion is a matter of the heart, and the impulses of the heart 

often seem foolish to the mind. Faith is different from, and superior to, reason. 

Faith is a spiritual extension of the vision — a moral sense that reaches out 

toward the throne of God and takes hold of verities that mind cannot grasp.  
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It is like ‘the blind leading the blind’ for a higher critic, however honest, to rely 

on purely intellectual methods to convey truths that are ‘spiritually discerned’ (1 

Cor. 2:14). 

“As a rule, however, the so-called higher critic is a man without spiritual vision, 

without zeal for souls and without any deep interest in the coming of God’s 

Kingdom. He toils not in the Master’s vineyard and yet ‘Solomon in all his glory’ 

never laid claim to such wisdom as he boasts. He does not accept the Bible nor 

defend it; he mutilates it. He puts the Bible on the operating table and cuts out 

the parts that he thinks are ‘diseased.’ When he has finished his work the Bible is 

no longer the Book of books: it is simply ‘a scrap of paper.’ 

“The higher critic (I speak now of the rule and not of the exceptions) begins his 

investigations with his opinion already formed. After he has discarded the Bible 

because he cannot harmonize it with the doctrine of evolution, he labors to find 

evidence to support his preconceived notions. In matters of religion the higher 

critic is usually ‘dyspeptic.’ The Bible does not agree with him; he has not the 

spiritual fluids in sufficient quantity to enable him to digest the miracle of the 

supernatural. He is a doubter and spreads doubts. 

The higher critics throw ink at a Book that has withstood the assaults of 

materialists for centuries, and are vain enough to think that they can blot out its 

vital truths. Although their labors against the Bible have consumed years, they 

expect the public to accept their conclusions at sight. If they require so much time 

to formulate their indictment against Holy Writ, surely the friends of the Bible 

should be allowed as much time for the inspection of the indictment. 

“The destructive higher critic is, as a rule, opposed to revivals; in fact, it is one of 

the tests by which he can be distinguished from other preachers. He calls revival a 

‘religious spasm.’ He understands how one can have a spasm of anger and 

become a murderer, or a spasm of passion and ruin a life, or a spasm of 

dishonesty and rob a bank, but he cannot understand how one can be convicted of 

sin, and, in a spasm of repentance, be born again. That would be a miracle, and 

miracles are inconsistent with evolution. It shocks the higher critic to have the 

prodigal son come back so suddenly after going away so deliberately. 

“Most of the higher critics discard, because contrary to the doctrine of evolution, 

the virgin birth of Jesus and His resurrection, although the former is not more 

mysterious than our own birth —only different, and the latter no more mysterious 

than the origin of life. The existence of God makes both possible; and the proof is 

sufficient to establish both. 

The Bible, as it is, has led millions to repentance and, through forgiveness, into 

life; the Bible, as the higher critics would make it, is impotent to save. 

“Enemies of the Bible have been ‘blasting at the Rock of Ages’ for nearly two 

thousand years, but in spite of attacks of open and secret foes, God still lives, and 

His Book is still precious to His children.”  
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The destructive critic is one who... 

1) is an unbeliever 

2) denies that the Bible is the Word of God 

3) tries to make the Bible like any other book of human origin 

4) denies the supernatural character is Bible prophecies (that is, he denies that God 

knows future events) 

5) denies supernatural miracles 

6) cannot understand the things of God (1 Cor. 2:14 and compare 1:18) 

7) needs to come to know the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal Saviour (John 3:3,5). 

The Anvil of God’s Word 

Last eve I paused beside a blacksmith’s door 

And heard the anvil ring the vesper chime; 

Then looking in, I saw upon the floor, 

Old hammers worn with beating years of time. 

“How many anvils have you had,” said I, 

“to wear and batter on these hammers so?” 

“Just one,” said he, and then with twinkling eyes, 

“The anvil wears the hammers out you know.” 

“And so,” I thought, “the anvil of God’s Word 

For ages skeptics’ blows have beat upon, 

Yet though the noise of falling blows was heard 

The anvil is unmarred, the hammers gone.” 

—John Clifford 
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 YOU CAN TRUST THE HOLY BIBLE 

  

     You can trust the Holy Bible from the first page to the 
last. You can trust what it says about the future, and what it 
says about the past. 

     There really was a Noah, who built an ark with a hammer 
and a nail. There really was a Jonah, who lived after being 
swallowed by a whale. 

     There really was a town called Sodom, destroyed by fire 
and brimstone from above. And God really did feed the 
Hebrews with manna, sent to them with love. 

     There really was a virgin Mary, who conceived Jesus in 
her womb. And, it's true He came to life again, after being 
killed and buried in a tomb. 

     It's true Jesus healed the sick, and gave sight to those 
who couldn't see. It's true He healed the deaf, and walked on 
the Sea of Galilee. 

     He healed some who couldn't walk, and raised three 
persons from the dead. He fed a multitude of people with 
only two fish, and five loaves of bread. 

     The Bible tells us of hell-----a place for those not forgiven 
of their sin. And it tells us of heaven-----a place Christ's 
disciples are sure to enter in. 

     The Bible speaks of many things-----some easy, some 
hard to understand. But the Bible can be fully trusted, for it 
came from God's Almighty Hand. 

     So, don't pass judgment on the Bible. It's always right, 
never wrong. For God has given all its contents, and there's 
not a verse that doesn't belong. 

    No, don't pass judgment on the Bible. It's God's infallible 
Word. Just listen to God speak as you read it. You'll be 
blessed by what is heard. 

   

    --Bruce Oyen 
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CHAPTER 13 

HOW WE GOT OUR BIBLE 

 "The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall 

____________    _______________ " (Isaiah 40:8).  

"Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall _______ (never) pass 

away" (Matthew 24:35). 

  

THE BIBLE UNDER ATTACK 

Attacked by Rome 

The early Christians suffered great persecutions under the government of the Roman empire. The 

Apostle Paul and the Apostle Peter and many other Christians were put to death under the cruel 

reign of emperor Nero. During the first 300 years of the church, persecution followed 

persecution, and many believers were MARTYRED (put to death because of their faith in Jesus 

Christ). 

In 303 A. D. the emperor Diocletian issued a royal decree (EDICT) that EVERY BIBLE 

SHOULD BE DESTROYED.  As a result many Bibles were burned and many Bible believers 

were put to death. This fierce attack against the Bible did not last too long, because the next 

emperor was Constantine who allowed freedom of religion and who even ordered copies of the 

Scriptures to be made. 

  

Attacked by the Catholic Church 

In the centuries that followed, Satan used another method to get the Bible out of the hands of the 

common people. In some ways, this method was even more effective than burning Bibles. The 

Roman Catholic Church taught that the common man could not understand the Bible, and that 

the only ones who could understand and interpret the Bible were the priests, bishops and the 

Pope. To the average man, the Bible was a CLOSED BOOK and he had no access to it. As a 

result, most of the people were totally IGNORANT of what the Bible really taught.  In 1229 

A.D. the Church Council of Toulouse actually forbade the use of the Bible to laymen (the mass 

of common people; those who were not priests or bishops). Thus for centuries the Roman 

Catholic church did not want to put the Bible into the hands of the common people. 
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Attacked by Infidels (Unbelievers) 

In more recent years the Bible has been under attack by wicked unbelievers. In the last chapter 

we saw how unbelievers have attacked the Bible by their CRITICISM. This is another of Satan’s 

methods to try to destroy the Bible.  

Voltaire, the noted French infidel and one of the most fertile and talented writers of his 

time, used his pen to retard and demolish Christianity.  Of Christ, Voltaire said, "Curse the 

wretch!"  He once boasted, "In 20 years Christ will be no more. My single hand shall 

destroy the edifice it took twelve apostles to rear."  

Shortly after his death the very house in which he printed his foul literature became the 

depot of the Geneva Bible Society.  The nurse who attended Voltaire said, "For all the 

wealth in Europe I would not see another infidel die."  The physician, Trochim, waiting up 

with Voltaire at his death said that he crited out most desperately: 

"I am abandoned by God and man!  I will give you half of what I am worth if you will give 

me six months' life.  Then I shall go to hell, and you will go with me. O Christ!  O Jesus 

Christ!" 

[The above taken from Last Words of Saints and Sinners by Herbert Lockyer, page 133.] 

Voltaire was convinced that he could destroy Christianity and the Bible. He believed that people 

would become so enlightened that they would neither believe in God, the Bible or their need of 

salvation through Jesus Christ. Voltaire died in 1778.   Since Voltaire's death millions upon 

millions of Bibles in numerous languages have flooded the world. Today most people in our 

country have a copy of the Bible, but few have the writings of Voltaire! He is dead and gone, but 

the Bible lives on. The Word of God "_________________  and  A___________________ 

forever" (1 Peter 1:23)!    

"HAMMER AWAY YE HOSTILE HANDS -- 

OUR HAMMERS WILL BREAK, 

GOD’S ANVIL STANDS!" 

 

The following by Dr. Payson illustrates the INDESTRUCTIBILITY of the Book of Books: 

For thousands of years this volume has withstood, not only the iron tooth of time, but all 

the physical and intellectual strength of man: pretended friends have endeavored to 

corrupt and betray it; kings and princes have perseveringly sought to banish it from the 

world; the civil and military power of the greatest nations of the world have been leagued 

for its destruction; the fires of persecution have been lighted to consume it and its friends 

together; and at many seasons death in its most horrid forms has been the almost certain 

consequence of affording it an asylum from the fury of its enemies. Though it has been 

ridiculed more bitterly, misrepresented more grossly, opposed more rancorously, and 
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burnt more frequently, than any other book, and perhaps than all other books united, it is 

so far from sinking under the efforts of its enemies that the probability of its surviving until 

the final consummation of all things is now much greater than ever. The rain has 

descended, the floods have come, the storm has arisen, and beaten upon it; but it fell not, 

for it was founded upon a rock. Like the burning bush, it has been in the flames, yet it is 

still unconsumed; a sufficient proof were there no other, that He who spake from the bush 

is the Author of the Bible.  

 

  

THE BIBLE TRANSLATED 

The Bible in Greek 

Under Alexander the Great, the Greeks conquered a large part of the known world (around 331 

B.C.), and the Greek language and culture spread throughout the empire. Even when the Romans 

took over, the common language throughout the Mediterranean world was still Greek. People 

everywhere knew how to speak Greek. 

The Old Testament was written in the Hebrew language, but many of the Jews who were 

scattered throughout the empire could no longer speak Hebrew. Therefore there was a real need 

for the Bible (the Old Testament) to be translated into the Greek language so that Greek speaking 

people everywhere could understand it. About 200 years before Christ, the Old Testament was 

translated into the Greek language and this Bible translation is today called the Septuagint 

(abbreviated as LXX because of the 70+ translators that were used in this project;  this is a 

rounded number because legend has it that there were 72 translators). As far as we know, this 

was the very first Bible translation. The Septuagint Bible was used by the Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Apostles and the early Christians, and it played an important part in spreading the gospel to the 

Greek speaking world, because it gave them an Old Testament in a language they could read and 

understand. 

  

The Bible in Latin 

As the years rolled on, the Eastern part of the Roman Empire continued to speak Greek, but the 

Western part of the Empire spoke Latin. Since the people in the West could no longer speak 

Greek it became necessary for the Bible to be translated into Latin (the language that the people 

understood). The most famous Latin translation was done by a man named Jerome in 404 A.D. 

Jerome was a great scholar who knew Greek and also Hebrew (which he had learned from 

Jewish rabbis when he studied in Palestine). The Bible which he translated was called the Latin 

Vulgate (Vulgate means "common" because it was translated into the common language of the 

people).  The Latin Vulgate translation was the official Bible of the Roman Catholic Church for 

the next 1000 years. 
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The Bible in German 

In the early 16th century, the great Reformer Martin Luther led a "back to the Bible" movement 

in Germany known as the Reformation.  He believed that the Bible was the final authority on all 

matters of faith (what we believe) and practice (how we live).   Luther believed that the Bible 

should be the book of the people, and it should be used in church, in school and in the home. He 

wanted to have an open Bible for all.  Most of the German people could not understand Latin, 

and so Jerome’s Vulgate would be useless to them. Thus Luther worked hard in 1522 to translate 

the Bible into the German language. Luther did an excellent job, and the German people owe a 

great debt to this man of God who gave them the Bible in their own tongue. 

Martin Luther once wrote this about the Bible: 

It is no small miracle how God has so long preserved and 

protected this Book; for the devil and the world have been 

sore foes to it...let us not lose the Bible, but with diligence, in 

fear and invocation of God, read and preach it...Oh! how 

great and glorious a thing it is to have before one the Word of 

God! (selected from "The Table Talk of Martin Luther" translated by 

William Hazlitt) 

  

THE ENGLISH BIBLE 

Wycliffe 

John Wycliffe (known as "the morning star of the Reformation", born about 1324) was the first 

person to translate the complete Bible into the English language. This was done in 1382 over a 

hundred years before the Reformation began in Germany. Wycliffe wanted to give the English 

speaking people the Bible in their own language. He believed that it was a Book which should be 

studied by ALL CHRISTIANS. He clearly saw that God's Word was the indispensable bread of 

life, and that it must be rendered in the language of the people, and made known everywhere as 

God's good news of salvation.  He believed that the plain meaning of the Bible could be 

ascertained by simply taking the text literally. He believed that every syllable of the Old and 

New Testaments were absolutely true. "If any error seem to be found in them, the error is due to 

human ignorance.  Nothing is to be believed that is not founded upon this book, and to its 

teachings nothing is to be added" (Schaff, History of the Christian Church, Vol. VI, p. 340). 

Wycliffe believed that to withhold the Bible from the common people was a great sin.  Every 

effort must be made to make the Scriptures known in the mother tongue. Englishmen needed to 

have the Bible in English.   

He translated the Bible from the Latin Vulgate, not from the original languages of Hebrew (O.T.) 

and Greek (N.T.).  He translated from the Latin very accurately, but if the Latin translation was 
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erroneous or faulty, then the problem would be carried over into the English translation. This 

was not the fault of Wycliffe but was the fault of the translation which he was using. The New 

Testament was completed in 1382. Much of the Old Testament was done by his friend Nicholas 

de Hereford, but Wycliffe did some of the work as well, completing it at least a year before his 

death in 1384.   

Since the printing press had not yet been invented, and these Bibles had to be hand copied,  much 

time and effort was involved in their production. Some of the copies were pocket size, and were 

intended for ordinary folk and for daily use.  They were very expensive, since it took a copyist 

about months to produce one copy.  Wycliffe's Bibles were eagerly sought after by spiritually 

hungry people but few could afford to buy their own personal copies. Some people were willing 

to pay large sums just to read from the Scriptures for an hour or two. Foxe records that a whole 

load of hay was paid for the loan of a single New Testament for an hour a day.  [If the Bible 

were not available, how much would we be willing to pay to borrow a Bible for only one  hour?]  

The Word of God was very precious in those days! 

Wycliffe died because of a paralytic stroke in 1384. In 1414 the reading of the English Scriptures 

was forbidden, and those who were caught reading the Bible in English could lose their land and 

possessions and even their life. The Church Council of Constance declared that Wycliffe was a 

heretic and this pronouncement was made after he was already dead. Wycliffe's only crime was 

that he wanted to put the Bible into the hands and into the minds of the English people. In 1428, 

over forty years after his death,  his bones were dug up, his remains were burned and his ashes 

were thrown into the river Severn. Of course, this did not trouble or hurt Wycliffe, because at the 

time they did this to his bodily remains, he was with His Lord (see Philippians 1:23 and 2 

Corinthians 5:8).  Just as Wycliffe’s ashes, were carried by the river into the ocean, so also his 

teachings were dispersed and spread the world over! 

Many copies of Wycliffe's Bible were confiscated and burned, and no doubt many perished 

through accident and negligence during the next five hundred years.  The 170 copies which have 

survived to this day must be just a small fraction of the total number originally copied out neatly 

and laboriously by hand. 

Filip seith to him, lord schewe to us the fadir, and it sufficith to us. 
ihesus seith to hym, so long tyme I am with you: and han ye not 
knowen me?  Filip, he that seeth me seeth also the fadir, bileuest 
thou not that I am in the fadir and the fadir is in me; the wordis that I 
speke to you, I speke not of my self; but the fadir hym silf dwellinge 
in me, doith the workis..." 

[John 14:8-10, from the Wycliffe Bible; the reason it is difficult to read is 

because Wycliffe wrote in Middle English which differs in many ways from 

modern English] 
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The writings of John Hus, the Bohemian reformer, which got him condemned and burned at the 

stake, depended heavily on translations and adaptations of tracts, treatises, and sermons by John 

Wycliffe. 

At the Diet of Worms in 1521, Martin Luther was accused of renewing the errors of Wyclilffe 

and Hus by making the Scriptures his final authority.  In the library in Prague, Czechoslovakia 

there is a triad of medallions. The first medallion shows the figure of Wycliffe striking sparks 

from a stone; the second shows John Hus kindling a fire from the sparks; and the third presents 

Luther holding high a flaming torch. These three medallions tell in symbolic form the story of 

the Reformation as it began, continued and crystallized under the influence of an Englishman, a 

Bohemian and a German. 

1984 was the 600th anniversary of Wycliffe's death. 

Tyndale 

The next great name to remember in connection with the English Bible is William Tyndale, born 

in 1494. He has been called "the father of the English Bible."   The place of his birth 

(Gloucestershire) was a Roman Catholic stronghold. This area boasted one of the most valued 

relics of the Church, a vial that was said to contain some of the actual blood of Christ. So 

esteemed was this relic that priests told the faithful that they need only look upon it to be granted 

eternal salvation.  How sad that people trust in worthless relics instead of the living Christ who 

"is ________  to ___________ to the uttermost all those who come to God through Him" (Heb. 

7:25).   

Persecution was so great in England that Tyndale had to do his work of translation in Germany. 

He translated the Bible from the original Hebrew and Greek. A contemporary of his wrote, "He 

(Tyndale) was so skilled in seven languages--Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Italian, Spanish, English, 

and French--that whichever he spoke you would suppose it his native tongue." He also was 

influenced by Martin Luther’s excellent German translation. He did an excellent job, although he 

did not live long enough to complete the entire Old Testament. The great desire of Tyndale’s 

heart was to get the Bible into the language of the common man. In 1523 he stated this burden of 

his heart: "that the poor might also read and see the simple, plain Word of God." In 1522 he was 

told by a learned Roman Catholic priest that "we were better without God's laws than the 

Pope's." [How sad this this priest valued the words of the Pope far more than he did the Word of 

God.] Tyndale replied, "If God spare my life, ere many years I will cause a boy that driveth the 

plough to know more of the Scriptures than thou dost." This prophecy would actually come true 

to the glory and praise of God.  

In 1524 Tyndale sailed to Germany, never again to set foot in England.  He never married and he 

never owned a home. Threats against his life would prevent him from returning to his beloved 

country.  Tyndale was able to take advantage of a new technology known as the printing press, 

an advantage Wycliffe never had. His Bible was printed in Germany in two sizes--a large print 

Bible and a small print Bible. Tyndale thought that if the Catholic bishops found the large ones, 

he might still be able to hide the smaller ones.  These Bibles were "smuggled" into England--in 

barrels all covered with cloth and articles for sale, in bales that looked like cloth, in sacks of 
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flour, in every way that could be found to hide them.  Large numbers these Bibles reached 

England, but soon the Catholic bishops found out that they were being sold. Every seaport was 

carefully watched, and many packages of Bibles were found by the officers and burned.  

However, they could not find them all and they could not burn them all, and some of these Bibles 

would get to the people who really wanted to read them. 

Finally the Catholic bishop of London decided he would buy all the copies that were printed, 

through a merchant in Germany. Then there would be no more Bibles to come across the water. 

What he failed to realize was that the merchant was a friend of Tyndale.  This friend realized that 

this was a way to help Tyndale. At that time Tyndale's greatest need was money so that he could 

pay his printers for the work they had done and also start a new printing of the Bibles.  The 

Catholic bishop paid a very good price for the Bibles so he could burn them all.  The Catholic 

bishop thought that when he burned all these Bibles, there would never be another English Bible. 

Imagine how he felt when he learned that more Bibles than ever before were coming into 

England, so many that the officers simply could not stop them.  He was especially shocked when 

he later learned that his own money was used to print these Bibles! 

Tyndale longed to return to England, his beloved homeland, but he knew he had too many 

enemies there who wanted to kill him, so he remained in Germany.   Tyndale's life was a model 

of holy living.  Even Sir Thomas More, one of Tyndale's bitter opponents, admitted this about 

Tyndale's life: 

"[He was] a man of right good living, studious and well learned in Scripture, and in diverse 

places in England was very well liked, and did great good with preaching...[he was] taken 

for a man of sober and honest living, and looked and preached holily." 

The Lord Jesus was betrayed by a man who was supposed to be his friend, and the same thing 

happened to Tyndale.  Tyndale's "Judas" was a man named Phillips, a man Tyndale trusted, 

believing that he was faithful and true. But Phillips was a spy sent by the pope to trap Tyndale. 

One evening as Tyndale walked out from his home to enjoy the evening air, a band of men 

seized him, bound him and carried him away to a dark prison. 

In 1536 Tyndale was strangled to death and his body burned.  He died at the young age of 42.  

His great crime was that he placed God's Word in English into the hands of the English speaking 

world.   They could imprison Tyndale and kill him but "the Word of God is not bound" (2 Tim. 

2:9), and Tyndale's life's work, the Bible he translated, could not be killed or destroyed. It is 

reported that his last words were these: "Lord, open the King of England’s eyes."  Less than a 

year after Tyndale's martyrdom, an edition of the whole Bible, based largely upon Tyndale’s 

work but without his name, was being circulated and read in England, openly, with the 

permission of the King, so Tyndale’s dying prayer was already being answered.  Less than 100 

years later, the King of England, James I, endorsed and sponsored a new Bible translation (or 

revision) which has been known as the King James Bible. Tyndale’s influence on the King James 

Bible is great, because most of the King James Version (90%) is worded just as Tyndale had it.  

Tyndale's translation is woven into the very fabric of the King James Version. We who speak 

English are greatly indebted to Tyndale and the work which he did, even at the cost of his own 

life.  From the sixteenth through the twenty-first centuries the ploughboy has had God's Word in 

English. 
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In the days of Tyndale the English Catholic church had in 
effect a law that made it a crime punishable by death to 
translate the Bible into English. One day in 1519, the church 
authorities publicly burned a woman and six men for nothing 
more than teaching their children English versions of the 
Lord's Prayer, the Ten Commandments and the Apostles' 
Creed! 

Are you thankful for the Bible you have in your hands and for 

the price that men paid so that you could have it? 

One event which bore heavily on the spread of the 

Bible was the invention of printing with movable type.  

It was in 1455 that Johannes Gutenberg printed his 

first major work, an edition of the Latin Vulgate, now 

called the Mazarin Bible. 

  

The English Bibles Before the King James Version  

     

1) The Coverdale Bible (1535). This was the first completed Bible in English. Coverdale 

finished the work of Tyndale. 

2) The Great Bible (1539). This Bible was called "great" because it was a HUGE book 

intended to lie on a church lectern or pulpit. This was the first authorized Bible in English 

(authorized means that it was approved by the king and the church for use in public worship, and 

thus became the official church Bible). 

3) The Geneva Bible (1560). This was a very popular Bible that was loved by the English 

people. It was an excellent translation. This Bible was never authorized for use in church, but it 

was widely used as a home Bible. This was the Bible of Shakespeare and of the Pilgrim Fathers 

who came to America.  It was also the Bible of Cromwell (English general and statesman). It 

was the basis of Cromwell's Soldier's Bible.  It was also the translation used by John Bunyan, the 

author of The Pilgrim's Progress.  King James' opinion of the Geneva Bible was not favorable. 

He hoped that his translation would replace it.  There was a marginal note in the Geneva Bible 
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for Exodus 1:9 indicating that the Hebrew midwives were correct in disobeying the Egyptian 

king's orders.  King James, who believed it was very important for everyone to obey the king, 

did not like this marginal note and felt it might be a political threat to his kingdom. 

4) The Bishops' Bible (1568). This was the second authorized Bible in English, and was the 

Bible used in the churches. Yet the Bishops' Bible was never as popular as the Geneva Bible.  

The King James Bible was never intended to be a new translation, but was intended to be a 

revision of the Bishops' Bible. 

5) The Rheims-Douay Bible (1582-1610). This was the first Roman Catholic Bible 

translated into English (translated from the Latin Vulgate). 

  

THE KING JAMES VERSION 

King James I sponsored a Bible translation project in order to produce another official, 

authorized Bible for use in churches. The King wanted this to be a revision of the Bishops' Bible, 

although the translators made use of all the previous English Bibles, as well as the original Greek 

and Hebrew to do their work. There were 47 scholars who worked on this project and it took 

nearly three years to complete. Finally in 1611 the Authorized King James Bible was published. 

At first the Geneva Bible was still the most popular, but gradually the people began to use the 

King James Version more and more. Many would agree that this is the best translation that has 

ever been done in English, and it has been the most popular and the most loved Bible of the 

English speaking world for over 350 years.  It is truly a masterpiece. The King James Bible is 

still in common use in many Bible believing churches to this day. 

  

Modern English Translations 

In the last hundred years there have been a great number of Bible translations. We will list 

some of the more influential ones.  This listing does not mean that we recommend or 

endorse these Bible translations.  See Chapter 4 which discuses some of the problems 

with modern translations.  These translations are listed in chronological order:  

Revised Version (England) - RV - 1881-1885 

American Standard Version - ASV - 1901 

Revised Standard Version - RSV - 1952, a revision of the American Standard Version  

Amplified Bible - AB - 1965 

New English Bible - NEB - 1970, includes the Apocrypha  

Living Bible - LB - 1971, a paraphrase version  

Today's English Version - TEV - 1976, a.k.a. Good News Bible  

New American Standard Version - NAS - 1977  

New International Version - NIV - 1978  

New World Translation - NWT - 1984  (done by Jehovah's Witnesses) 

New American Bible - NAB - 1987, includes the Apocrypha (a Catholic Bible) 

New Revised Standard Version - NRS - 1989, the authorized revision of the Revised Standard 

Version 

New King James Version - NKJ - 1990  

http://www.middletownbiblechurch.org/bofbooks/booksch4.htm
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The Message - TM - 1993, a.k.a. New Testament in Contemporary English 

The New Living Translation - NLT - 1996 

English Standard Version - ESV - 2001, a revision of the Revised Standard Version  

Holman Christian Standard Bible - 2004 

Today's New International Version - TNIV - 2005 

QUESTIONS TO PONDER 

1. Today in America the Bible is not very expensive, copies can be easily 

obtained, and people are not persecuted for reading it. Is the Bible 

valuable and precious today to the average person?  Why or why not. 

2. Are there some countries today where people are not allowed to have 

Bibles? 

3. Are there some people today who do not have the Bible in their own 

language because it has never yet been translated into their native 

tongue? 

4. Should a person be careful about how he takes care of the Bible and 

how he handles the Bible?  Should it be handled reverently?  Should it 

be handled like any other book? 

5. Is it possible that someday our freedom to own and read the Bible will 

be taken away from us? If all the Bibles were suddenly removed and 

destroyed, how much of God’s Word would we have stored away in our 

minds and hearts? 

"Century follows century--There it stands. 

        Empires rise and fall and are forgotten--There it stands. 

Dynasty succeeds dynasty--There it stands. 

        Kings are crowned and uncrowned--There it stands... 

It outlives, out lifts, outloves, outreaches, out ranks, outruns all other 

books. 

        Trust it, love it, obey it, and Eternal Life is yours." 

                                                                            --Dr. A.Z. Conrad 

God Said It, That Settles It! 

The Bible stands, and we believe it! 


