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CHAPTER 1 

Backgrounds of The Life of Christ  

Geographical 
 

 
 

 

This above is a map of Palestine in the time of 

Christ.  The size of the land of Palestine is shown in 

comparison with the state of Connecticut.  

Connecticut is not a very large state; it is much 

smaller than New York or Pennsylvania or Ohio. 

Please place the following cities, provinces and 

bodies of water on the map in their correct location 

(you may use the maps in the back of your Bible to 

help you): 

 

 

CITIES 

Bethany (John 11:1,18) 

Bethlehem (Matthew 2:1-6) 

Bethsaida (Mark 8:22) 

Caesarea Philippi (Matthew 

16:13) 

Cana (John 2:1) 

Capernaum (Matthew 4:13) 

Jericho (Luke 10:30) 

Jerusalem (Matthew 16:21) 

Nazareth (Luke 1:26; 2:4) 

Sidon (Luke 6:17) 

Sychar (John 4:5) 

Tyre (Mark 7:24) 

PROVINCES 

Galilee (Luke 1:26; 2:4) 

Judaea (Luke 2:4; 3:1) 

Samaria (John 4:3-5)  

Note:  In John 4:3-4 all 

three of these provinces are 

mentioned. 

BODIES OF WATER 

The Great Sea--

Mediterranean (Numbers 

34:6-7) 

The Dead Sea or Salt Sea* 

The Sea of Galilee 

(Matthew 4:18) 

The Jordan River (Matthew 

3:5-6)  

* The Dead Sea or Salt Sea 

is so salty--six times saltier 

than the ocean--that fish die 

in a few minutes when 

entering from the Jordan 

River! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dr. H. Duane Bilderback – A.R.M.O.R. Center Ministries Page 2 
 

Spiritual Application With Respect to the Bodies of Water: 
The Sea of Galilee receives a fresh supply of water from the north and releases its waters to the south into the 

Jordan River. Fish thrive in the fresh waters of the Sea of Galilee (see Luke 5:4-9). The Dead Sea receives fresh 

water from the Jordan River, but it does not release its waters anywhere else.  It has an inlet but no outlet. 

Living fish die when they enter this salty sea of death. When God teaches us from His Word, and when God’s 

truth flows into our lives, we should be like the Sea of Galilee which not only takes in but also flows out. We 

should not be like the Salt Sea which has no outlet (Matt. 28:19-20; 2 Tim.2:2; etc.).  Truth should come into 

our lives from God and His Word, and truth should flow out of our lives as we share it with others. 

Political 
During the time of Christ, what government ruled supreme over the world (John 11:48; Matthew 22:17-21)? 

______________________ Who really ruled supreme over the world (1 Chron. 29:10-13; 2 Chron. 20:6; Psalm 

103:19)? ______________________ Who was the Roman emperor who reigned during the time of Christ (Luke 

2:1)? __________________________(He reigned until 14 A.D.). Who was the Roman emperor who reigned 

during the second half of our Lord’s earthly life (Luke 3:1)? ____________________ (He reigned 14-37 A.D.). 

The land of Palestine during Christ’s time was first a KINGDOM (one king) and then a TETRARCHY (a rule 

of four–see Luke 3:1–Palestine was ruled by four men). 

  

The Kingdom Under Herod the Great 

Herod the Great (who was an Edomite) ruled from 37 B.C. until his death in 4 B.C. In Luke 1:5 he is called the 

____________ of J______________. Who was born during the last days of Herod’s reign (Matthew 2:1-11)? 

__________________  Herod died in 4 B.C. This date is a well established historical fact.  Was Christ born 

before or after Herod's death (compare Matthew 2:7,16,19-21)? ___________________________ This means 

that Christ must have been born prior to Herod's death in 4 B.C.  What do we learn about Herod’s character 

from Matthew 2:3,13,16? _________________________________________________________________ He 

was a monster of a man. 

The Tetrarchy Under Herod’s Sons 

1) Archelaus was the ruler of Judea and Samaria and Idumea. He was the oldest son of Herod the Great, and 

the most important part of the kingdom was given to him. What do we learn about his character from Matthew 

2:22? _______________________________________________ (like father, like son!) He did not continue as 

ruler for long. In 6 A.D. he was deposed by Emperor Augustus. From that time on Rome sent men to rule and 

govern Judea. One of these men was Pontius Pilate (Luke 3:1) who began his rule in 26 A.D. and who played 

such an important part in the trials and death of Christ. 

2)  Herod Antipas was the tetrarch of Galilee and Perea. He was another son of Herod the Great and he ruled 

from 4 B.C.-39 A.D. (see Luke 3:1). What did our Lord call this cunning and crafty ruler (Luke 13:32)? 

_______________ What great man of God was beheaded by the command of Herod Antipas (Matthew 14:1-

12)? ____________________________ Why did Herod and Pilate, who were once bitter enemies, become such 

good friends (Luke 23:6-12)? _________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Note: Don’t confuse Herod Antipas with Herod Agrippa I who killed James the brother of John (Acts 12) or 

with Herod Agrippa II whom Paul almost persuaded to be a Christian (Acts 25-26; see 26:28). 

3) Philip was the tetrarch of Ituraea and Trachonitis (an area to the northeast of the Sea of Galilee)–see Luke 

3:1. The city Caesarea Philippi (Matt. 16:13) was named after Philip (and also after Caesar, the emperor). 

Unlike the other sons of Herod, he was a very just and beloved ruler. He married Salome, the daughter of 

Herodias (Mark 6:22). Note: Don’t confuse this Philip with Philip Herod I mentioned in Mark 6:17. 
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4) Lysanias was "the tetrarch of ___________________________" (Luke 3:1), which was a small district north 

of the Sea of Galilee between Mt. Herman and Damascus. He was not the son of Herod the Great. 

*     *     *     *     *     *     *     * 

It was at the time of this political situation that God stepped into history "to be the S_________________ of the 

_____________ " (1 John 4:14). What political situation are you under today? Who rules over you? Is the 

living God involved in the governments of the world (Rom. 13:1-7; 1 Pet. 2:13-17; 1 Tim. 2:1-4)? _______   Do 

you allow God to govern and rule over your heart? 

  

Religious Parties: 

1) THE PHARISEES 

The New Testament, especially the gospel accounts, has much to say about this religious sect. The Pharisees 

were very "religious"– they prayed, fasted, gave tithes (one tenth), gave alms to the poor, etc. (Luke 18:12; 

Matthew 6:1-5). In doing all these things they thought they were __________________ (Luke 18:9) and that 

they were better than ______________ men (Luke 18:11) and they loved to be S_______ of (by) men (Matthew 

6:5). 

Concerning their doctrine and beliefs, they were basically orthodox (correct, right). They professed to believe 

the Bible. According to Acts 23:7-8, what did they believe in? 

__________________________________________________________________ Thus they believed in the 

supernatural and they believed in the immorta1ity of the soul (the soul never dies but will go either to a place 

of punishment or to a place of bliss). 

The Pharisees were patriotic Jews who hoped that someday they would be delivered from Roman rule. They 

were very popular among the majority of the Jewish people and they won the support of the masses. They 

looked for a "Messiah" who would be a political deliverer and liberator. Jesus came with a message of spiritual 

deliverance (Matthew 1:21) and a message of liberation from sin (John 8:32-36) and He was rejected.  

Another group that is often mentioned in connection with the Pharisees were the scribes and the lawyers. In 

fact, most of the scribes and lawyers were Pharisees. The scribes and lawyers were the "experts" in the law. 

Their job was to study, interpret and teach the law and apply it to every situation of life. Not only did they 

expound the written law (the law of Moses and other parts of the Old Testament Scripture), but they also 

interpreted the oral law (called "the ______________________ of the ___________" in Mark 7:5). Thus they 

added to the Bible their own traditions and commandments (Mark 7:3,5,7,8,9,13). 

How did the Lord address the scribes and Pharisees in Matthew 23:13,15,23,25,27,29?  

_______________________  This word means the person is wearing a mask to hide what is really underneath. 

That which is seen on the outside belies [gives a false impression of] what is really on the inside--see the 

illustrations Jesus used in Matthew 23:25-28. Do you think the scribes and Pharisees were delighted and 

flattered when they heard this woeful message by Christ as recorded in Matthew 23:13-36? _____ 

What great Apostle was once a Pharisee (Philippians 3:5; Acts 23:6)? __________ Who did the Pharisees seek 

to destroy (Mark 3:6)? _____________________ In the days of the early church, Paul, along with other 

Pharisees, made every effort to destroy the disciples of Christ (Acts 8:1,3: 9:1,21). 

Another "famous" Pharisee was named ___________________ (John 3:1). The great need of all the Pharisees, 

like Nicodemus, was to be B________   A____________ (John 3:3)! 

Today, can you think of any religious group that is similar to the Pharisees? Remember, the Pharisees were 

religious, orthodox, self-righteous, hypocritical, needed to be born again and they added their own traditions to 

the Word of God. They also wanted to destroy those who truly belonged to Christ. 
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2) THE SADDUCEES 

The Sadducees were not as numerous as the Pharisees but in many ways they were more powerful. They 

controlled the temple, the priesthood and the Sanhedrin (the council or ruling body of the Jews consisting of 70 

members, most of whom were Sadducees). When the gospel accounts mention the "chief priests," this usually 

refers to the Sadducees. 

The Sadducees were not nearly as popular as the Pharisees in the eyes of the common people. They were less 

patriotic and more favorable to Rome. They were more concerned about pleasing Rome than pleasing God. 

The Sadducees were in many ways unorthodox in their beliefs. What important doctrines did they deny 

(Matthew 22:23;  Acts 23:7-8)? ________________________________________________________________ 

Thus, they denied the supernatural and they believed that "souls die with their bodies." This is a denial of the 

immortality of the soul. Also they did not believe in hell or eternal punishment. 

The Sadducees rejected the tradition (oral law) of the Pharisees and insisted that the Scripture alone is 

authoritative. Josephus, the Jewish historian, wrote, "The Sadducees say, only what is written is to be esteemed 

as legal...what has come down from tradition of the fathers need not be observed" (Ant. xiii, 10,6). 

Today, can you think of any religious group that is similar to the Sadducees? Remember, the Sadducees rejected 

tradition and accepted the Bible alone, yet they denied the reality of hell and the resurrection and angels, etc. 

Other Groups Worth Mentioning: 

1) The Herodians 

These were Jews who supported the dynasty (series of rulers who belong to the same family) of Herod. Their 

name is very appropriate because they were murderous like Herod the Great (Mark 3:6 and compare Matthew 

2:16) and they were sly and crafty like Herod the Tetrarch (Matthew 22:16; Mark 12:13; compare Luke 13:32)! 

2) The Zealots 

These were Jews who were extremely patriotic and who wanted to be liberated from Rome even if it took 

violence to do so. They hated the Romans and refused to pay their taxes, etc. Barabbas may have been a zealot 

(Luke 23:18-19). Which of the 12 disciples was formerly a zealot (Luke 6:15; Acts 1:13)? 

________________________________________________________ 

One of the other disciples was Matthew, the publican or tax collector (Matthew 10:3), who formerly worked for 

Rome. Apart from Christ, Simon and Matthew would have been hostile enemies and at each other’s throats! But 

the Lord is able to bring such men together to form a harmonious unit. He does the same today in the body of 

Christ! Compare Ephesians 4:3. 

The Religious Institutions: 

1) THE TEMPLE 

The temple of Zerubbabel was rebuilt by Herod the Great who was known for his splendid building projects. 

The Jews made mention of Herod’s temple in John 2:20. There was only one temple and it was located in the 

city of ___________________ (Luke 2:45-46). This was the only acceptable place where sacrifices were 

offered. Herod’s temple was destroyed in 70 A.D. by the Romans under General Titus. Since then the Jews have 

been without a temple, without a priesthood and without animal sacrifices. 

Throughout the history of Israel, the tabernacle, and later the temple, was the central place of’ worship and the 

place where the living God dwelt in the midst of His people. 

2) THE SYNAGOGUE 

The word "synagogue" means a place where people can gather together for a certain purpose. The Jewish 

synagogue served as a place where the Scriptures could be read and where prayer and worship could be offered. 

It was basically an educational institution so that the Jews could be instructed in the Word of God. 



Dr. H. Duane Bilderback – A.R.M.O.R. Center Ministries Page 5 
 

Though there was only one temple, there were many synagogues: "For Moses...hath in ___________   

_________ them that preach him, being read in the _____________________ every _______________ day 

(Saturday)" (Acts 15:21). 

Our Lord frequently visited the synagogue and taught there (see Luke 4:16-30). When Paul went into a new city 

on his missionary travels, he often went first to the synagogue (Acts 17:1-4: 18:4-6 etc.). 

Today the local assembly of believers is to be both a temple and a synagogue! As a temple it is the dwelling 

place of the living God (1 Corinthians 3:16-17; Ephesians 2:21-22). As a synagogue it is the place where 

believers gather together for worship and instruction and the public reading of the Scriptures (James 2:2–

"assembly" is literally "synagogue"; Hebrews 10:25–literally, "not forsaking the synagoging (gathering) of 

yourselves together"; 1 Tim. 4:13–public "reading" of Scripture; etc.).  Are you an active part of a local 

assembly of believers?  
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CHAPTER 2 

The Forerunner Of Christ 
 

In the ancient world, when a king went to a city or a country, he would usually send certain men to go before 

him to announce his soon coming and to prepare for his arrival. Such men were known as forerunners or 

heralds. Likewise, when the KING OF ISRAEL came into the world, God sent a man before Him to announce 

the coming of the Messiah and to spiritually prepare the nation for His arrival.  

What was the name of Christ’s forerunner (John 1:6)? ________ (meaning "the LORD is gracious"). Who gave 

him this name (Luke 1:13; compare Luke 1:57-63)? ___________________________________. Did the Old 

Testament Scriptures predict that the Messiah would be preceded by a forerunner who would prepare the way 

(Isaiah 40:3-5 compared with Matthew 3:1-3 and Mark 1:3; Malachi 3:1 compared with Matthew 11:7-10 and 

Mark 1:2)?  _______ 

According to Luke 1:76, what would the forerunner be called? 

__________________________________________ How did Jesus describe John (John 5:35)? 

__________________________________________ Who would be converted as a result of John’s faithful 

ministry (Luke 1:16)? _________________________________________________ What priceless treasure 

would John give to the people of Israel (Luke 1:77)? _____________________________________ What 

message did John give to those who were baptized by him (Acts 19:4)? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

What did Herod the Tetrarch know about John’s character (Mark 6:20)? 

_____________________________________________ Was John a man of prayer (Luke 11:1)? _______ 

According to Luke 1:15, John was GREAT in whose eyes? _______________________ (Many people are great 

in their own eyes!) What did our Lord say about John’s greatness (Matthew 11:11)? 

____________________________________________________________________ According to the Lord 

Jesus, what is the secret of true greatness (Matthew 18:3-4 Luke 9:46-48)? 

_______________________________________________________________________ Did John know this 

secret (Matthew 3:11 John 1:19-27: 3:25-30)? ______  Do you know this secret? 

As John constantly pointed away from himself, who did he point to (John 1:29,36)? 

___________________________ The person who faithfully points to Christ (by life and lips) is called a 

W______________ (John 1:7). 

 

What do you see in the illustration below? 

 

 

Do you see a turtle? What else do you see?  ______________________   A WITNESS is to be like that 

ARROW. The purpose of the arrow is to point clearly to the turtle. The arrow does not want to be seen; it 

wants the turtle to be seen! John was like that arrow: 

John the Forerunner 

"BEHOLD!" 
 

"THE LAMB OF GOD" 
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"MAY HIS BEAUTY REST UPON ME 

 AS I SEEK THE LOST TO WIN,  

AND MAY THEY FORGET THE CHANNEL,  

SEEING ONLY HIM" 

        –Kate B. Wilkinson 

 

At a wedding, who is the very center of attention, the bride and groom or the maid of honor and the best man? 

_____________________________ Does this help us in understanding John’s words in John 3:28-30? 

How many miracles did John the Baptist perform during his life and ministry (John 10: 41)? __________ Can 

you think of other men of God in the Old Testament who never performed any miracles?  

___________________________________________ 

Why was John cast into prison  (Luke 3:19-20; Matthew 14:3-4)? _____________________________________      

Who did this bold and courageous prophet fear, God or man? ________ How did John die (Matthew 14:1-12)? 

_________________________________________________________________ John's influence lasted long 

after his death. When Paul went to Ephesus on his third missionary journey (about 20 years after John’s death), 

what did he find (Acts 19:1-7)? _____________________________________________________________ 

What message did John the Baptist preach (Matthew 3:1-2; compare 4:17,23; 10:5-7)? 

_________________________________________________ In general, what kind of people received John’s 

message (Matthew 21:31-32; compare 3:5-6)? _______________________________________________ In 

general, what kind of people rejected his message (Matthew 21:31-32; compare 3:7-12)? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

John commanded the people to repent (to change their whole way of thinking concerning sin, self and the 

Saviour) and therefore his baptism was a baptism of _______________________ (Acts 13:24; Mark 1:4). This 

baptism was an outward ritual which symbolized and pictured an inner reality of a changed heart and mind. 

John the Baptizer gave very careful instructions to the multitude which came to be baptized by him. He told 

them to bring forth therefore _____________ WORTHY OF (your) ____________________" (Matthew 3:8). 

The Greek word translated "worthy of" means "corresponding to, equal in weight to, weighing as much as," and 

it was used to describe that equal condition when two weights are "BALANCED" on a scale:  

                  

"God has done a work in my heart 
and I have changed my mind about 
myself, my sin and my Saviour!"

 

  
"The work that God has done and 
is doing in me is now producing 
fruits that all can see!" 

   

John’s message was this: "Make sure your fruits weigh as much as your repentance. Don’t just say that you 

have repented. Don’t just symbolize your repentance by baptism. Rather, show your repentance by fruits. If you 

have really repented, then prove it!  If you are really an apple tree, then let me see your apples!" 

How could the people prove that they really repented (Luke 3:10-11)? _________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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How could the publicans (tax collectors) show that their repentance was real (Luke 3:12-13)? ______________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How could the soldiers give evidence of a changed heart and life (Luke 3:14)? __________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

My fruits do not weigh as much as my (professed) repentance! My lips say one thing, but my life says the 

opposite (see Titus 1:16; 1 John 2:4; 2:9). 

Repentance is an inward transaction that takes place between God and man. It is something that takes place in 

the heart and mind of a person and it cannot be seen by others. It is impossible to look at a crowd of people 

and to know which ones have really repented and which ones have not. 

Fruit, in contrast to inner repentance, can be clearly seen by others. Fruit is the natural outflow and result of a 

person being in a right relationship to the Lord. A healthy tree will naturally bring forth good fruit. A healthy 

believer will do the same. 

What warning did John give to those Jews whose fruits would not weigh as much as their (supposed) 

repentance (Matthew 3:9-12)? ________________________________________________________________ 

Did the Lord Jesus teach the same thing (Matthew 7:15-23)? ________ 

When the church began, were men and women commanded to repent (Luke 24:47; Acts 2:38; 3:19; 17:30; 

20:21)? _______ Today, does God expect us to produce fruits what weigh as much as our repentance (Acts 

26:20)? _____ 

Have you really repented? Have you had an inward change of heart and mind [called "repentance"]? Have you 

believed on the Lord Jesus Christ? If so, how can you show your faith (James 2:14-26)? How can you give 

evidence to others that you are saved and your sins are forgiven? 

IF YOU WERE ARRESTED FOR BEING A CHRISTIAN, WOULD THERE BE ENOUGH EVIDENCE TO 

CONVICT YOU?  

Could a Bible worn with use be brought forth? Could several witnesses testify that you spoke to them about the 

Saviour? What evidence could your friends submit? Your teachers at school?  Your neighbors?  Your family 

members who know you best? 
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CHAPTER 3 

The Baptism of Christ 
 

Why did the Lord Jesus come to the Jordan River unto John (Matthew 3:13)? 

________________________________________________ John’s baptism was a "baptism of 

________________________" (Acts 13:24; compare Matthew 3:2,8,11). Did Jesus need to repent? _______   

Why not? _________________________________________________ 

When a Jew was baptized by John, what did he do according to Matthew 3:6? 

____________________________________ Was it possible for Jesus to do this? ______  A person cannot 

confess his sins if he does not have any! The Bible declares that the Lord Jesus was absolutely SINLESS. Please 

match: 

______ He did no sin.  
______ He knew no sin. 

______ He did nothing amiss or wrong. 

______ He was without sin. 

______ He was faultless. 

______ He was God’s sinless and spotless Lamb. 

______ He was holy, undefiled and separate from 

sinners. 

Luke 23:4,14. 
   
Luke 23:41. 
   
2 Cor 5:21. 
   
Hebrews 4: 15. 
   
Hebrews 7: 26. 
   
1 Peter 1:19. 
   
1 Peter 2:22.  

Will the believer ever reach a point in this life where he does not have any sin and therefore does not  need 

confession (1 John 1:8-10)? _________ 

If the Lord Jesus Christ did not need to repent and had no sins to confess, then why did He come forward to be 

baptized by John? Apparently John asked the same question, because when Jesus came to him he tried to 

prevent (forbid, hinder, restrain) Him from being baptized, saying, "I have ____________ to be 

___________________ by Thee, and comest Thou to me?" (Matthew 3:14). In other words, John was saying, 

"I’m the one who needs this, not You! You should be the Baptizer, not me. Why should the sinner baptize 

the Saviour?"  Thus, John made every effort to hinder Jesus from being baptized. 

Today, what hinders a person from being baptized (see Acts 8:35-39)? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Notice how the Lord answered John: "Suffer it (allow it, permit it, let it be, don’t forbid it) to be so now: for 

thus it becometh (it is fitting, proper, right) us (Jesus and John) to _______________ all 

_________________________" (Matthew 3:15). Even though Jesus was sinless and had no need of repentance, 

being baptized by John was the RIGHT thing to do, and John  "_________________ (allowed, permitted) Him" 

(Matthew 3:15). 

Why was it right for the sinless Saviour to submit to a baptism that was intended and purposed for sinners? 

What was Christ’s purpose for coming into the world (Matthew 1:21; Luke 5:30-32; 19:10; John 3:17; 1 

Timothy 1:15)? __________________________________________________________________ Therefore, it 

was proper and right for the Saviour at the beginning of His public ministry to IDENTIFY WITH THOSE HE 

CAME TO SAVE. He humbled Himself and was willing to associate and identify with sinners, though He 

Himself knew no sin. He was willing to stand in the place of sinners and to put Himself alongside of all the 

sinful ones for whom John’s baptism was designed. 
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The prophet Isaiah predicted that the Messiah would be "N__________________ with the 

T______________________ " (Isaiah 53:12). The New Testament teaches that "in all things it behooved Him 

to be made _________     ________     ______    __________________" (Hebrews 2:17). Though sinless, He 

was able to sympathize with His brethren in their struggle with sin: He was "in all points __________________ 

like as we are, yet _________________    ________" (Hebrews 4:15). God sent His own Son "in the 

___________________ of ______________    _______________, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: that 

the ____________________________ of the law might be _____________________ in us" (Romans 8:3-4). 

Not only at His baptism, but throughout His public ministry, the compassionate Lord Jesus identified and 

associated with those He had come to redeem. The self-righteous Pharisees strongly criticized the righteous 

Christ because of such associations. Consider these passages:  

  1. Luke 5:27-32.  

What was the reaction of the scribes and Pharisees?  

   

2. Luke 7:36-50.  

What was the reaction of Simon the Pharisee?  

   

3. Luke 15:1-2.  

What was the reaction of the Pharisees and scribes? Does this help you understand 

why Christ told them the parable of the lost sheep, lost coin and lost son?  

   

4. Luke 19:1-10.  

What was the reaction of the people (v.7)?  

   

5. LUKE 7:29-35.  

What did the Pharisees and lawyers think of John’s baptism? Were they baptized by 

John? _______ Would it have been RIGHT for Jesus to refuse John’s baptism, just 

like the self-righteous Pharisees? ____  

The Pharisees said (compare Luke 7:30), "Don’t permit us to be baptized, for we are righteous!"  [They were 

SELF-RIGHTEOUS.]  

The tax collectors and sinners said (compare Luke 7:29), "Permit us to be baptized, for God is righteous and 

we are sinful."  

Jesus said (compare Matthew 3:15), "Permit Me to be baptized, for it is proper for us to fulfill all 

righteousness." 

When John pointed out Christ to the people, he said, "Behold,  the __________    ____    _______ which taketh 

away the ________     ___    _____    ___________" (John 1:29). Thus, John understood two important facts 

about Christ: 1) He was sinless (God’s spotless Lamb–compare 1 Peter 1:19); 2) He would identify with "the 

sins of the world." 

About three and a half years after His baptism, Christ would experience yet another baptism (see Matthew 

20:22-23; Luke 12:50) where He would even more fully identify with sinners: 

The Baptism Of 

Jesus At The Jordan 

The Baptism Of 

Jesus At The Cross 

1) Christ should not have been 
baptized (Matthew 3:14).  He was 
sinless and perfectly righteous. 

1) Christ should not have gone to the 
cross (1 Peter 3:18). He was the Just 
and Righteous One.  He was not guilty. 

2) He was not a sinner. 2) He was not a sinner (1 Peter 2:22-24). 
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3) He did not deserve this baptism. 3) He did not deserve this death (Luke 
23:40-41). 

4) He submitted to the baptism and 
stood in the sinner’s place. 

4) He submitted to the death of a cross 
and stood in the sinner's place (Phil. 2:5-
8; 2 Cor. 5:21). 

5) In this baptism, Jesus symbolically 
identified with sinners. 

5) In this baptism, Jesus actually 
identified with sinners, and became sin 
for us (2 Cor. 5:21). 

 

When did Jesus actually take upon Himself the sin and guilt of the human race, at John’s baptism or at the cross 

(1 Peter 2:24; 3:18)? __________________________ 

We know that the Lord Jesus was with sinners, ate with sinners and was touched by sinners (Luke 7:37-38), but 

the Bible says that He was "___________________ from __________________" (Hebrews 7:26). How can a 

believer be with sinners and at the same time be separate from sinners? When is it wrong to associate with 

sinners (Proverbs 1:10-19; 2:10-22; 4:14-19; 2 Corinthians 6:14-17; Ephesians 5:11-13)? 

 

Circle what your responsibility should be toward the sinner (your unsaved friends, neighbors, etc.): 

Love them and have compassion on them (Matthew 5:44-48; Romans 10:1).  

Follow their advice (Psalm 1:1).  

Follow their example (3 John 11).  

Follow their ways (Proverbs 4:14).  

Seek their salvation (1 Corinthians 10:33).  

Show a friendliness and a genuine interest and concern (1 Corinthians 9:19-22).  

Become their close associate and companion (Psalm 119:63).  

Isolate yourself from them (John 17:15; 1 Cor. 5:10).  

Separate yourself from them (Heb. 7:26; 2 Cor. 6:17).  

What is the difference between ISOLATION and SEPARATION? 

The baptism of Jesus illustrated our Lord’s desire to identify Himself with those He came to save, but it was 

important for these additional reasons as well (adapted from J. Oswald Sanders, The Incomparable Christ):  

THE BAPTISM OF JESUS MARKED THE BEGINNING OF OUR LORD’S PUBLIC MINISTRY.  
About how old was Jesus at this time (Luke 3:22-23)? _______________ Jesus came from 

___________________ of __________________ (Mark 1:9) to be baptized, thus leaving His home town, His 

family, His occupation and His privacy. 

 

THE BAPTISM OF JESUS MARKED GOD’S APPROVAL AND APPROBATION UPON THE 30 

SILENT YEARS.  

The Bible tells us very little about the first 30 years of Jesus’ life. The gospel accounts concentrate on the last 

three and a half years (the years of public ministry) and especially on the final week of our Lord’s earthly life. 

Yet God the Father summed up those many years in one sentence: "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am 

________    _________________ " (Matthew 3:17). The first 30 years of His life entailed the same daily 

routines that so often face us. Yet He handled those ordinary assignments so gladly, so beautifully, and with 

such consecration that His heavenly Father could exclaim with joy, "I AM WELL PLEASED!" 
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THE BAPTISM OF JESUS MARKED AND IDENTIFIED HIM AS GOD’S CHOSEN MESSIAH.  
The descent of the Spirit upon Christ at His baptism was God’s sign to John that this was indeed the Messiah: 

"He that sent me to baptize with water, the Same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the 

________________     ___________________, and remaining on Him, the same is He which baptizeth with the 

Holy Spirit" (John 1:33-34). 

THE BAPTISM OF JESUS MARKED HIS ANOINTING BY THE SPIRIT FOR SERVICE.  
Christ’s dependence upon the Spirit of God characterized His entire ministry. We learn from Acts 10:38 that 

"God _______________ Jesus of Nazareth with the __________      ______________ and with ____________ 

who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with Him" (see verse 

37). Did the Old Testament predict that Messiah would be anointed by the Spirit (Isaiah 42:1; 61:1-2; compare 

Isaiah 11:1-2)? ______ 

THE BAPTISM OF JESUS MARKED THE CO-OPERATION OF THE TRIUNE GODHEAD IN THE 

MISSION AND WORK OF CHRIST.  
Please complete the following sentences correctly, using the appropriate Person of the Trinity: 

The Father The Incarnate Son    The Spirit 

"____________________________ stands in the waters of Jordan, identifying Himself with sinful humanity. 

_____________________ opens heaven to voice His approval of His Son whom He had selected for this task. 

____________________________ descends from heaven to empower the Son to fulfill the purpose of the 

Father"  
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CHAPTER 4 

The Temptation of Christ 

Satan’s Strategy 
The temptation account is found in Matthew 4:1-11 (also in Luke 4:1-13 and Mark 1:12-13). Three specific 

temptations are described by Matthew and Luke: 

  

1) The First Temptation–To Command Stones to Become Bread (Matthew 4:2-4) 

SATAN DOES NOT WANT US TO LIVE BY THE WORD AND WILL OF GOD. 
Christ fasted in this barren wilderness for how long (Matthew 4:2)? 

_____________________________________ How much did the Lord eat during this time (Luke 4:2)? 

______________________ Was it a partial or a complete fast?  ___________________________ Following 

these days of fasting, how was the Son of Man’s physical condition described (Matthew 4:2)? 

___________________________  Does Satan often attack us at our times of weakness and weariness? Is the 

desire for food a sinful desire? Was it God’s will for Christ to be hungry? Compare Matthew 4:1--Jesus was led 

to this place of trial by the ________________. Would God the Father allow Christ to perish in the wilderness 

due to hunger (compare Matthew 4:11)? ______  Did Satan know that Christ had the ability merely to speak to 

the rocks and instantly they would be transformed into bread? (Matthew 4:3–the devil knew who the Creator 

really was!) Read Deuteronomy 8:1-3. Is there something more important than food? Is there something more to 

life than eating and drinking and seeking to survive? What is more important--doing God’s will or satisfying my 

physical needs? _________________________________ If we put the Lord first, will He take care of all our 

physical needs (Matthew 6:33)? ______ 

 

2) The Second Temptation–To Throw Himself Down from the Temple (Matthew 4:5-7) 

SATAN DOES NOT WANT US TO TRUST THE LORD OUR GOD. 
How is Jerusalem described in Matthew 4:5? ___________________ The "pinnacle of the temple" was 

probably that part of the temple known as Herod’s royal portico which overhung the valley (or ravine) of 

Kedron and looked down to a depth of 450 feet (the length of one and a half football fields!). Josephus the 

Jewish historian who lived in the first century A.D. wrote the following description of this pinnacle:  

"This cloister deserves to be mentioned better than any other under the sun; for while the [Kedron] valley was 

very deep, and its bottom could not be seen, if you looked from above into the depth, this further vastly high 

elevation of the cloister stood upon that height, insomuch that if any one looked down from the top of the 

battlements, or down both these altitudes, he would be giddy [dizzy!], while his sight could not reach to such an 

immense depth."   

              –Antiquities, Book XV, Chapter XI, Section 5 

Are you surprised that the devil quoted the Scriptures (Matthew 4:6)? Are you amazed that Satan also said, "IT 

IS WRITTEN"? Can you think of examples of how Satan’s children today (John 8:44; 1 John 3:10) are busy 

quoting the Bible and twisting the Scriptures to their own destruction (2 Peter 3:16)? Read Psalm 91 (the Psalm 

from which Satan quoted). Does this Psalm teach that God will protect and deliver those who trust in Him? 

What is the difference between trusting God and tempting God?  If Christ had followed the devil’s advice in 

Matthew 4:6, would it have been faith (doing what God says) or presumption (doing some daring thing that 

you were never told to do)?  Satan wanted to make it look like trust when it was not really trust at all! Today, 

many people claim to be trusting the Lord when they may not be trusting Him at all! Can you think of some 

examples? 

3) The Third Temptation–To Worship the Devil (Matthew 4:8-10) 

SATAN DOES NOT WANT US TO WORSHIP GOD ALONE. 
Was it God’s plan for the Lord Jesus Christ to rule all the kingdoms of the world (Revelation 11:15; Daniel 

7:13-14; Psalm 2:8)? _____ Was it God’s time for the Messiah to rule all of these kingdoms (John 18:36--notice 
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the word "now")? _______ Though Christ rejected Satan’s offer, will there be a future day when this offer will 

be accepted by another man (Revelation 13:1-7; and compare John 5:43)? _______ Read Deuteronomy 6:13-15. 

Does God alone deserve our worship and love and fear? Can you think of examples where men or women have 

compromised with evil in order to gain power or position? 

 (1) The First Temptation–To Command Stones to Become Bread 

Satan wants us to put our own physical needs above our spiritual needs, whereas God wants us to seek Him first 

and then He will take care of all the needs that we have (Matt. 6:33). 

(2) The Second Temptation–To Throw Himself Down from the Temple Pinnacle 

Satan wants us to tempt God by doing what He never really told us to do, and then to foolishly think that God 

will step in a protect us.  God wants us to simply trust Him and do that which is right, leaving the results with 

God. 

(3) The Third Temptation–To Worship the Devil 
Satan wants us to worship and honor him in order to achieve a higher position or station in life, but believers 

must never bow down to anything or anyone except the Lord our God.  He alone deserves and demands our 

whole-hearted allegiance. We must never seek to advance ourselves at the cost of abandoning God and that 

which is right. 

The following is an exercise to help you to see how the three temptations of Christ relate to our daily life. 

Satan’s strategy has not changed too much in the past 2000 years! In the following examples, read each 

sentence or quotation or Bible verse and decide which of the three temptations best fits each example (put 

either 1, 2, or 3 before each example). The first two are done for you: 

        2            Some religious fanatics (especially in certain sections of the southern United States) handle 

poisonous snakes. They base this practice on Mark 16:17-18. There have been times when misguided people 

have even died from such practices. 

        1           "I’m too tired to go to prayer meeting tonight." 

Keep in mind, as you do this exercise, that the first temptation (1) entices us to put our own physical needs 

above our spiritual needs; the second temptation (2) entices us to tempt God by doing what He never really told 

us to do (hoping that God will take care of us as we do what He never told us to do);  the third temptation (3) 

entices us to worship and honor someone or something other than God who alone deserves our whole hearted 

worship and service. 

1) _________ "The Bible says, ‘The Lord is my Helper’ (Hebrews 13:6) and I 
know He has promised to help me in tomorrow’s exam, so I’ll 
just relax and get a good night’s sleep. My non-Christian 
friends might need to study, but I’ll just go into class without 
doing a great deal of study because the Lord will keep me 
from failing!" 

2) _________ "I’ve been offered a wonderful position at the company where I 
work. My salary will be greatly increased and the benefits are 
great. It’s too bad, though, that I’ll have to miss Prayer 
Meeting each week and I’ll have to work every other Sunday." 

3) _________ A pastor once read Psalm 34:19-20 and he believed that God 
would protect him from ever having a broken bone. One night 
as he tried to find his way in the dark, he stumbled and broke 
his toe! 

4) _________ The alarm clock sounds at 7:00 a.m.---"(yawn) I have one hour 
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before the school bus comes. I’ll do my morning exercises and 
listen to the radio and then have a big breakfast. Perhaps 
tomorrow I’ll have time for prayer and Bible study." 

5) _________ Many politicians make false promises and even deliberately lie 
so that they might be elected into office. 

6) _________ "It’s not possible for me to come to church at 6:00 p.m. on 
Sunday evening because that’s our supper hour." 

7) _________ Since I’m going to heaven and God has promised me eternal 
life, it doesn’t really matter how I live. My Sunday School 
teacher always says, "Once saved, always saved!" 

8) _________ Unsaved husband: "Judy, if you want our marriage to continue 
to be what it should be, then go to church on Sunday morning 
only. I’ll gladly let you go to that one service only, but no 
more." 

9) _________ "I often pray that the Lord will keep me from getting cavities. 
This is an important prayer request for me because I eat 
candy almost every day." 

10) ________ Student taking exam: "I’ll just look at Steve’s answers, and 
that will help me pass this crucial test. I’ll then be able to 
graduate and find a good job." 

11) ________ "When the boss is watching I’ll really work hard; when the 
boss is not around I’ll really slack off. I’m sure he will promote 
me before long!" 

12) ________ "My boyfriend and I know that God has given us a physical 
desire for each other, and since we believe that it’s the Lord’s 
will for us to be married some future day, we do not see any 
problem with beginning to get to know each other in this way 
now. Our burning desire for each other is too great and we just 
can’t wait." 

13) ________ Many people today (especially those in the Charismatic 
movement) believe that God will miraculously heal them 
through "faith healers."  If a person goes to a doctor or to a 
hospital, it means he does not really trust the Lord.  
Note: Did Jesus teach that some people need a doctor (Luke 

5:31)?________ 

14) ________ Some of the early Christians had to decide whether to confess 
Christ and be killed or to acknowledge Caesar as lord and live. 
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15) ________ "I don’t feel like making the effort to talk to my friends about 
the Lord here in the cafeteria. I’d rather forget about 
witnessing and just enjoy my lunch." (Does this remind you of 
the disciples in John 4?) 

16) ________ "God will keep me safe whether I drive over the speed limit or 
not." 

17) ________ Job 2:7-9 

18) ________ Matthew 26:41,43 

19) ________ 1 Timothy 3:6 

20) ________ John 20:25 

21) ________ Daniel 6:7-13 

22) ________ John 4:8,31-34 

23) ________ John 6:26-27 

24) ________ Numbers 21:4-6; 1 Corinthians 10:9 

25) ________  Genesis 3:5 

 

Can you think of other examples of how Satan seeks to tempt us (entice us to sin) today?    

Let us now learn how to win the victory, even as our Lord Jesus did! 

The Temptation Of Christ, Christ’s Victory: 

When the Tempter came to the first Adam, he was totally successful and victorious (Genesis 3:1-6). When the 

Tempter came to the last Adam (1 Cor. 15:45), he failed miserably and was defeated (Matthew 4:1-11). The 

first Adam was tempted in a garden paradise (Gen. 2:7-15); the last Adam was tempted in a wild wilderness 

(Mark 1:12-13). The first Adam could freely eat from "every tree of the garden" (Gen. 2:16); the last Adam was 

famished with hunger (Matthew 4:2). The defeat of the first Adam brought woe and judgment upon all men 

(Romans 5:12-21); the victory of the last Adam brought hope and encouragement: 

"For we have not an high priest who cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities (weaknesses), but 

was in all points _________________  like as we are, yet _______________   _______"  (Hebrews 4:15; 

compare Hebrews 2:17-18) 

How did Christ defeat Satan? Did He win the victory by His supernatural powers as the Son of God? Did He 

rely upon His divine omnipotence to put the devil to flight? If Christ had used His divine powers to defeat the 

devil, then this would be very discouraging to every believer who also must resist Satan’s attacks: 

"It’s great that Jesus won the victory over Satan, but it’s too bad that there is no hope for me. After all, I’m not 

God, and I don’t have any supernatural powers, so how could I ever defeat the devil? Certainly I’m no match 

for Satan!" 

But this is not what the Bible teaches. The Lord Jesus did not use His supernatural and divine powers to defeat 

the devil. Rather, He faced Satan as a man (compare Jesus’ quote in Matthew 4:4, "man shall not live by bread 
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alone"), and this gives great hope and encouragement to every believer. We can win the victory in the same 

way that Jesus won the victory! We can resist Satan just as Christ did! We can do exactly what He did! Yes, the 

temptation of Christ was a wonderful demonstration that man, walking in the Spirit, using and relying upon the 

Word of God, is more than a match for Satan! 

The devil is a great enemy and foe. We dare not underestimate his power. He is diligently seeking to tempt and 

destroy believers (see 1 Peter 5:8), just as he was out to get Christ in the wilderness. How did Jesus resist Satan? 

How can I resist Satan? 

In James 4:7 the believer is given this important command: "___________________________ the devil" 

The word "resist" means to "stand against." God never tells us to be afraid of the devil. Who should we be 

afraid of? See Matthew 10:28; 1 Peter 2:17.   God never tells us to run away from the devil.  What should we 

run away from? See 2 Timothy 2:22; 1 Timothy 6:10-11; 1 Corinthians 6:18; 10:14; compare Genesis 39:12. 

God tells us that we must STAND against the devil and he will run away from us (see James 4:7, "Resist the 

devil and he will  _________  from you.")  As one believing child once said, "When Satan knocks at my door, I 

send God to the door, and when the devil sees God he runs away!" 

Did the devil run away from Christ (Matthew 4:11)? ______ 

James 4:7 also says, " ________________ yourselves therefore to _______." The word "submit" means "to rank 

under, to take my proper place UNDER God, realizing that the One who is OVER ME is my Lord and my 

Commander-in-Chief, and I must obey Him." Likewise, in 1 Peter 5:6 the command is given: 

"________________ yourselves therefore __________ the mighty hand of God." Believers must STAND in 

that humble and submissive place UNDER God! Once you are in that place, don’t budge one inch! Keep your 

ground! Just STAND there! 

1 Peter 5:9 tells us that we are to resist (STAND against) the devil "in the F____________." "The Faith" is that 

body of truth which we believe--namely the Word of God. We are to be steadfast in the faith, standing on the 

Word of God. If I am in the proper position, standing UNDER GOD and UPON THE WORD OF GOD, then 

there is nothing Satan can do except retreat and flee away (and hope to find some believer who is not standing 

under God and on the Word, so he may devour him–1 Peter 5:8). 

Read Ephesians 6:11,13,14. In verse 13 the word "withstand" means "resist, STAND AGAINST." What word is 

repeated four times in these verses (this is the key word when it comes to resisting Satan)? 

Verse 11–  ____________ 

Verse 13– WITH ____________ 

Verse 13–  ____________ 

Verse 14–  ____________ 

How did the Lord Jesus STAND against the devil? 

 

Matthew 4:1-11
The obedient Lord Jesus was under 
the Holy Spirit's control (Luke 4:1) 
and was standing firmly on God's 
Word.

God

“It is written”
Matthew 4:,7,10

Devil

“leaveth Him” 

Matthew 4:11
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How did Eve fail to STAND against the devil? 

GENESIS 3:1-6 (1 Tim. 2:14; 2 Cor. 11:3) 

 
How did Peter fail to STAND against the Devil? Let's look at two examples: 

1) STAND under God
(trusting Him, obeying Him, 
looking to Him to help us 
overcome Satan, "sending Him to 
the door" as the child did)

2) STAND upon God’s Word 
(believe what God says and do 
what God says)

THE RESULT:

Satan

The Devil flees — James 4:7

WARNING:
1) DON’T MOVE OUT FROM UNDER 
GOD!

2) DON’T MOVE OUT FROM UPON 
GOD’S WORD. IF YOU DO, SATAN 
WILL GET YOU!!!

God

The Word of God

The Believer

Resisting the devil involves two things:

Eve failed to stand! She moved
away from that good and safe
position (and she was no match
for Satan!).

God

“Thou shalt not 
eat”, Gen 2:17

Moving out from 
under God

Moving out from 
upon God’s Word

Devil
The devil attacks

"Hath God Said?"Gen:3:1
("Come on, don't stand upon
What God says!")
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1) MATTHEW 16:21-23 

 
2) LUKE 22:31-32,39-46,54-62 

 
 
2 Peter 3:16-18 

Peter, in his last epistle, encouraged all believers to stand firmly on the Word of God, in submission to the God 

of the Word: 

"LORD, THIS SHALL 
NOT BE” (Matthew 

16:22)

DevilPeter
Attacks

God

“I must be killed and rise 
again” (Matthew 16:21)

(See Matthew 16:23)

DevilPeter
Attacks

God

“Watch (stay awake) 
and pray”, Luke 23:31

(See Luke 22:31
"Sifted by Satan")

FIRST HE SLEPT,
LATER HE DENIED!
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GROW IN GRACE:  

Humble yourselves UNDER God and realize that He is 

everything and you are nothing. I’m no match for 

Satan, but my great God is! Therefore, I must submit to 

Him and take my proper place UNDER His Lordship. 

 

   

 

DEVIL  

He runs away! 
  

  

GROW IN KNOWLEDGE: 

Grow in the knowledge of Christ and His Word and 

stand upon it! Satan will then have no choice but to 

flee! Don’t twist and corrupt the Scriptures like those 

wicked men described in 2 Peter 3:16-17. 

Remember, the believer who walks in the Spirit (STANDS UNDER GOD), and who uses and relies upon the 

Word of God (STANDS UPON THE WORD), is more than a match for Satan! 

  

 
  

 

 

 

=

Victory!
I’m the 
winner, 

thanks to 
God and His 

Word

A 
Believer +

The Word of God

+GOD

Father

Son

Holy Spirit
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CHAPTER 5 

The Disciples of Christ 
(The Choosing of the Twelve) 

 

The Preparation 

"He went out into a mountain to pray" (Luke 6:12). 

An important decision must be made. From a multitude of followers, a small group of twelve men must be 

chosen. God’s will must be ascertained. Which twelve should be selected? The right men must be chosen. 

God’s choice must be determined! 

Why was this decision so important?  Christ would devote most of His time and attention to these men.  These 

men alone would belong to a select group known as "the twelve" (Mark 6:7; 10:32). These men were those 

whom Christ would name "Apostles" (Luke 6:13; Matthew 10:1-2). These men would be sent on an important 

mission to the nation Israel (Matthew 10:1-15). These men who would be the first to observe the Lord’s Table 

(Matthew 26:26-30). These men (with the exception of Judas) were among the first to see the resurrected 

Saviour (John 20:19-29; 1 Corinthians 15:7). These men would receive important commandments from the 

risen Lord (Acts 1:2 and compare Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47-48). These men would provide 

the foundation for Christ’s marvelous building, the Church (Ephesians 2:20). These men would be used of God 

to indoctrinate the early Christians (Acts 2:42--"the doctrine or teaching of the Apostles") and to give to the 

Church certain of the New Testament Books. [Do you know which of the disciples were used by God to write 

New Testament Books?]   These men will someday judge the twelve tribes of Israel (Matthew 19:28).  Finally, 

these men will be forever memorialized on the twelve foundations for the wall of the new Jerusalem 

(Revelation 21:14). 

The right choice needed to be made. God’s wisdom was needed. God’s will had to be determined. The Son of 

man went out into a mountain. Why did He go there (Luke 6:12)? _______________________  He was alone 

with God. He communed (had intimate communication) with the Father. He wanted nothing but the Father’s 

will. The Bible says, "[He] continued  ______     ____________  in  __________________  to  ________" 

(Luke 6:12). He spent the whole night praying (asking, seeking, knocking--see Matthew 7:7) and when the day 

came, God’s will was clear. The Lord called His many disciples unto Himself, and out of this group "He chose 

_______________" (Luke 6:13). God, in answer to prayer, gave Him twelve men. Compare John 17:6--"I have 

manifested thy name unto the men which Thou ______________ [to] me out of the world: thine they were, and 

Thou  _____________ them [to] me."  The right choice was made. God makes no mistakes! 

You and I must make important decisions. Every day choices must be made. Do we desire to ascertain God’s 

will? Do we get alone to commune and communicate with God? Do we bathe our decisions in prayer? Before 

we make our choice, do we look for God’s choice? 

Below you will find a list of some of life’s important decisions. How important are each of these decisions to 

you?  

MOST IMPORTANT  

VERY IMPORTANT  

IMPORTANT  

LESS IMPORTANT  
(In class you may want to discuss why some of these decisions are more important than others.) 

_________ What courses should I take in school? 

_________ Who should my friends be? 
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_________ What kind of activities should I do with my friends? 

_________ How should I spend my money? 

_________ How should I spend my leisure time? 

_________ Where shall I spend eternity? 

_________ How should I spend my summer vacation? 

_________ What kinds of food should I eat? 

_________ What kinds of music should I listen to? 

_________ What kinds of books should I read? 

_________ How much television should I watch? 

_________ How much time should I spend at the computer? 

_________ Should I drink or smoke or take drugs? 

_________ How important should the Bible be to me? 

_________ Should I receive Jesus Christ as my personal Saviour and Lord? 

_________ How should I take care of my body? 

_________ When should I date? 

_________ Whom should I date? 

_________ What should I do after graduation? 

_________ What kind of car should I buy? 

_________ Should I go to college? 

_________ What college should I go to? 

_________ Whom should I marry? 

_________ What should my life’s work be? 

_________ Where should I live? 

_________ Should I buy a home or rent a home? 
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_________ What job should I get? 

_________ What church should I attend? 

_________ How often should I attend church each week? 

As you make these and other decisions, will you allow the God who makes no mistakes to choose for you? He 

wants nothing less than the best for you and for your life.  Will you carefully and prayerfully turn to Him in 

every decision, whether big or small? 

The Choice 

"Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you" (John 15:16). 

The Lord Jesus Christ, in prayerful dependence on the Father, chose twelve men (see Luke 6:13; John 6:70; 

15:16; Acts 1:2). The names of these twelve men are listed in four places in the New Testament: 

 

Matthew 10:2-4 Mark 3:16-19 Luke 6:14-16 Acts 1:13 

1) Simon Peter Simon Peter Simon Peter Peter 

2) Andrew James Andrew John 

3) James John James James 

4) John Andrew John Andrew 

5) Philip Philip Philip Philip 

6) Bartholomew Bartholomew Bartholomew Thomas 

7) Thomas Matthew Matthew Bartholomew 

8) Matthew Thomas Thomas Matthew 

9) James of 

Alphaeus 

James of 

Alphaeus 

James of 

Alphaeus 

James of 

Alphaeus 

10) Thaddaeus Thaddaeus Simon the Zealot Simon the Zealot 

11) Simon the 

Cananean 

Simon the 

Cananean 

Judas of James Judas of James 

12) Judas Iscariot  Judas Iscariot Judas Iscariot --------- 

You will notice that all four lists have three groups of four each, with the same names in each group. The same 

name heads each group, but there is variation within each group. Judas of James was also named Thaddaeus, 

and this is the disciple who is named in John 14:22.  In New Testament times it was very common for a person 

to have two names. 
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Who were these men, these chosen ones? Were they men of great fame? Were they men of great power and 

position? Were they the brilliant intellectual giants of their day? Were they among the wise and the powerful 

and the rich? Who were they? 

According to Matthew 4:18-22, Peter, Andrew, James and John were common, ordinary 

______________________ (see verse 18). Matthew was a hated and despised ___________________ 

(Matthew 10:3). In Acts 4:13 Peter and John, like the other disciples, were described as "_________________ 

and __________________ men" (which means they had never received any formal education). In the world’s 

eyes they were nobodies! They were just a group of ordinary, uneducated, unknown Galileans (most of the 

disciples were from Galilee; compare Luke 22:59 and Acts 2:7)! Why did Christ choose such unlikely, 

unimpressive, unrenowned, undeserving men? 

What do 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 and James 2:5 teach us about the kind of people that God has chosen for 

Himself? (Matthew certainly would have said "Amen!" to 1 Corinthians 1:28 because very few people were as 

despised as the publicans [tax collectors] were.)   If God had chosen only the rich and the wise and the 

powerful, where would that leave most of us? If God had chosen only the greatest and most powerful nation, 

where would that leave the nation Israel (see Deuteronomy 7:6-8)?  God can take common, ordinary people, 

and make them great and godly men and women.  This gives us great hope and encouragement! 

God chose a teenage slave boy, and made him ruler over all of Egypt! (Who was he? ________________ ) God 

chose a little shepherd boy, and made him Israel’s greatest and godliest king! (Who was he? _____________ ) 

God chose a young Jewish captive, and made him the chief advisor and administrator in the kingdoms of 

Babylon and Persia! (Who was he? ________________) It doesn’t matter who or what we are, it’s God that 

makes the difference! What can God do in you and through you and for you? 

 

I'm just a NOBODY 

Telling EVERYBODY 

About SOMEBODY 

Who can save ANYBODY! 

 

The Training 

The twelve men chosen by the Lord were called by two different names. In Matthew 10:1 they are called the 

"twelve ____________________"; in Matthew 10:2 they are called "the twelve_____________________" 

(compare Luke 6:13). 

The word "disciple" means "one who learns, a pupil, a student, a learner, someone who is taught by a teacher." 

It’s true that the disciples were "unlearned and ignorant men" (they were without any formal schooling), but it’s 

also true that they were the best educated men in the world because "they had been _________      

_____________" (Acts 4:13) and there is no better Teacher than He! 

The word "apostle" means "one who is sent, someone who is sent forth or sent away on a special mission." In 

Matthew chapter 10 the twelve Apostles (verse 2) were sent forth on a special mission to the lost sheep of the 

house of Israel (verses 5-6). 

In Mark 3:14 we discover why the Lord appointed and chose His twelve men:  

1) To Be His Disciples 

"That they should be _________      __________" (Mark 3:14) 

The very first thing that the Lord wanted from these men was their constant companionship! He wanted them 

to be with Him, to enjoy His presence, to sit at His feet and learn, to fellowship with Him all the day long and to 

accompany Him wherever He might go. He wanted them to spend time with Him, to associate with Him, to eat 

with Him and to travel with Him. What do you think is the very first thing the Lord wants from you (compare 1 

Corinthians 1:9; 1 John 1:3; Matthew 11:28-30)? 
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2) To Be His Apostles 

"That He might ____________ them ___________ to preach" (Mark 3:14) 

Before the twelve could be "Apostles" they first had to be "disciples." Being with the Teacher must precede 

going forth to teach others. Martha wanted to serve (Luke 10:40); Mary wanted to sit (Luke 10:39). Which one 

was a true disciple (Luke 10:42)? ________________ When the Apostles finally went forth to preach, their 

message came forth in power because everyone knew (even their enemies) that they had been with their 

Teacher (ACTS 4:13). 

Do you spend time with the Lord? Do you enjoy His fellowship? Do you spend time with the Lord in prayer? 

Do you sit at the feet of the Teacher and let the Bible speak to your heart? If you really spend time with Him, 

then when you are sent forth to your family and to your friends and to your classmates, they will see a 

difference, and they will know that you have been with Jesus! 

 

The Lord is very concerned about the training of His servants. Consider these examples (Please MATCH): 

1) 
_______ 

He was trained by the Egyptians until he was 40 
years old (Acts 7:22-23) and then he was trained by 
God for another 40 years as he kept his father-in-
law’s flock (Acts 7:30). Finally when he was 80 
years old, he was sent forth to deliver the children 
of Israel (Acts 7:34). 

(A) THE LORD 
JESUS HIMSELF 

2) 
_______ 

He received training with a lion and a bear before 
facing a human beast (1 Samuel 17). He learned to 
shepherd the sheep so that later he could shepherd 
and rule the people of Israel. 

(B) JOSEPH 

3) 
_______ 

He sat under the famous teacher Gamaliel and 
received the best rabbinical training of his day (Acts 
22:3). After he was saved he needed to be with the 
Lord and spend time with His Teacher and Lord 
(Galatians 1:11-17). 

(C) MOSES 

4) 
_______ 

He received 13 years of intensive training as a 
slave and a prisoner. He did not begin to govern 
Egypt until he was 30 years old (Genesis 41:46; 
compare 37:2). 

(D) DAVID 

5) 
_______ 

He did not begin His public ministry until He was 
about 30 years old (Luke 3:23). 

(E) PAUL 

 

The Traitor 

"Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil?" (John 6:70) 

The Lord Jesus once spoke to His twelve disciples and told them that they were clean but not all of them were 

clean (see John 13:10-11). In this select group of twelve, there was one man who was unclean (he was 

unregenerate, unsaved; his sins had never been washed away).  There was one man who had never been washed 

(see 1 Cor. 6:11).  There was one man who was a child of the devil (compare John 6:70). 

Why was Judas Iscariot chosen to be one of the twelve? Did the Lord make a mistake? Did He choose the 

wrong man? No, even when the choice was first made, the Lord knew all about Judas (see John 6:64). You see, 
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God had an important purpose for choosing Judas. The Lord wants to teach us at least three important lessons 

from this traitor’s tragic life:  

It is Possible to Go Through All the Outward Motions, and Yet Not be Saved.  
To the other disciples, Judas seemed no different than they. No doubt he prayed with the others and entered into 

their discussions and read the Scriptures.  At times he probably asked the Lord questions. There were times 

when Judas went forth to preach God’s message to others (Matthew 10:4-7; Mark 3:14). In fact, the Scripture 

indicates that Judas was even given power to cast out demons and heal the sick (Matthew 10:1,14,8; Mark 3:14-

15). Indeed, there may have been some people who lived in Palestine in the first century who were healed by 

Judas! Yet, in spite of all this, Judas was doomed to a Christless eternity (compare Matthew 7:21-23). 

It is Possible to Fool Everyone but God. 
Judas failed to get his heart right with God but he succeeded in fooling the other disciples. There is no hint in 

the gospel records that the other eleven disciples ever suspected Judas. In fact, they seemed to trust him to the 

end, because on the night Jesus was betrayed, Judas still held the money bag (John 13:29). 

When Jesus made the announcement, "One of you shall betray Me!" the disciples said, "Lord, 

___________________?" (Matthew 26:21-22). They did not say, "Lord, it must be Judas! We always knew 

there was something suspicious about him!" Judas fooled almost everyone (see Matthew 26:25; John 6:64; 

6:70; 13:11)! 

It is Possible to be Very Close to the Lord, Yet End Up Forever Lost.  
Very few people have ever been as close to the Lord (while He was on earth) as Judas was. Very few people 

have been so privileged as he. Judas was given maximum light as far as the things of God are concerned. He 

was face to face with the Lord. He sat under the best Teacher the world has ever known and he heard the best 

Preacher! He heard the message of salvation from the lips of the Saviour Himself, and he heard this message 

again and again. He personally witnessed many of the miracles of Christ which clearly proved that Jesus was 

everything He claimed to be. He had every possible advantage and benefit which came from being in the very 

presence of the Son of God. What more could a man ask for? What more could a man be given? And yet, listen 

to what Jesus said about this man:  " _______ unto that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! It had been 

good for that man if ________________________________________" (Matthew 26:24; see verse 25). How 

does Luke 12:48 apply to Judas? 

Are you like Judas? Are you genuine or fake? Do you go through the outward motions (going to church, 

praying, talking about the Bible, etc.) without your heart being moved within? Are you fooling others who may 

think you are really saved? Are you fooling the Lord? What privileges has God given to you? What light has 

God given to you? What are you doing with it? Have you heard the way of salvation again and again? Has God 

given you a Bible? A good church? Christian parents? A godly Pastor? Dedicated teachers? What are you 

doing with these things?  It would have been better for Judas if he had never been born! Read God’s warning 

to you in 2 Peter 2:20-22! Read God’s only solution in Psalm 95:7-8 and Hebrews 3:15!  The life of Judas is a 

warning to every one of us. 
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CHAPTER 6 

The Claims of Christ 

(Who Did Christ Claim to Be?) 

Who Is Jesus? 

What Do Men Say? 

(Matthew 16:13-14) 

Men have had all kinds of different ideas about who Jesus really is.  Read Matthew 16:13-14. In the days when 

our Lord walked this earth, there were people who thought that Jesus was ______________________.  Others 

thought He was ___________________.  Some thought that He was __________________, and others thought 

that He was one of the ___________________.   

His enemies said that He was a madman who was possessed by a ______________ (John 10:20). They accused 

Him of performing His miracles by the power of Satan (Matthew 12:22-26; Mark 3:22). They called Him a 

S_______________________ (John 8:48), which to the Jews was a most hateful and insulting term. They also 

thought of Him as a blasphemer (Matthew 9:3; 26:65)—a mere man who claimed to be equal with God and 

therefore a man who was worthy of death (compare John 10:33; John 19:7; Leviticus 24:16). Was Jesus merely 

a man, or was He more? 

People today also have many ideas about who Jesus really was (and is)! Some say that He was a great Teacher. 

Others believe He was a famous Prophet. Some promote the idea that He was Jesus Christ the "Superstar" (but 

remember, many mere men are recognized as superstars, such as great athletes and famous performers). Some 

might even say that Jesus was the most righteous and perfect man who ever lived, but they believe He was only 

a man. 

If you were to ask your friends for their ideas of who Christ was, what might they say? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What might your school teachers say?  What might other adults say? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Nothing is more important than a person’s concept of who Jesus really is. If I truly believe Jesus Christ is 

Almighty God, then I will "bow down before Him, love and adore Him" (as the song says).  If I really believe 

He is Lord, then I’ll serve and obey Him. If I believe He is a liar, then I’ll never trust Him. If I believe He’s a 

madman, then I’ll never come to Him. If I make Him my "Superstar," then soon another superstar will come 

along for me to idolize. If He was only a good teacher, then I’ll consider what He says, but I’ll also read and 

believe what other good teachers say. If He was only a Prophet, then I will be looking for other prophets to 

show me the way to God. If He were a mere man who died 2000 years ago, then He is still dead with no power 

to change my life today. 

Who Is Jesus? 

What Did Jesus Say? 

(Mark 14:61-62) 

Jesus, in many ways, seemed to be like any other man of His day. His physical appearance was not unusual, and 

He certainly resembled other Jewish men who then lived in Palestine. He did not have a glowing light or a halo 

around His head (as some paintings suggest), nor did He have long, flowing hair which made Him look 

different from His disciples and the other men of His day. In age, He appeared to be about 30 years old 

(compare Luke 3:23 and John 8:57). The Jews did not think of Jesus as someone who had come down from 

heaven, but rather they thought of. Him merely as one who had come from the family of Joseph (John 6:41-42; 

compare Matthew 13:55-56). And yet, this man made the most amazing and astonishing claims. Let us 

consider some of these important claims: 
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1) Jesus Claimed to be the Messiah, God’s Anointed King! 

The Jews who knew their Old Testament Scriptures would have understood that the promised Messiah was 

none other than (please MATCH): 

1) 
_________ 

The King whose Name is the 
MIGHTY GOD 

(A) Isaiah 7:14 

2) 
_________ 

The King whose Name is THE 
LORD (Jehovah) 

(B) Isaiah 9:6-7 

3) 
_________ 

The King who is the 
ETERNAL, EVERLASTING 
GOD 

(C) Jeremiah 23:5-6 

4) 
_________ 

The King who will be born of a 
virgin and called IMMANUEL 
(God with us) 

(D) Daniel 7:13-14 

5) 
_________ 

The King who will reign 
forever and ever 

(E) Micah 5:2 

When a man claimed to be the Messiah, it was as if he were saying, "I want you all to know that I am God’s 

promised King, the One who is the eternal and mighty Jehovah-God, who shall reign forever and ever!" That’s 

quite a claim! 

What is another term, used frequently in the New Testament, which means the very same thing as "Messiah" 

(John 1:41)? ____________________ When Jesus said to the Samaritan woman, "I...AM HE!", who was He 

claiming to be (see John 4:25-26)? ______________________ In John 10:24, what did the Jews want Christ to 

tell them so they would no longer have any doubts in their mind? _______________________________ Do 

you think these Jews got their answer (read John 10:26-33)? ______ According to His enemies, did Jesus ever 

claim to be the Messiah (see Luke 23:2,35)? ________  

2) Jesus Claimed to be the Son of God! 
Did Jesus ever say, "I am the Son of God!" (see John 10:36)? ________ When the man who was born blind 

asked Jesus, "Who is the Son of God?" what answer did Jesus give (see John 9:35-38)? 

______________________________________________________________ Was Peter rebuked for saying the 

wrong thing in Matthew 16:22 (see verse 23)? _______ Was Peter rebuked for saying the wrong thing in 

Matthew 16:16 (see verse 17)? ________ According to His enemies at the foot of the cross, what claim had 

Jesus made (Matthew 27:43)? ___________________________________________ When the high priest 

asked, "Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One (God)?" what answer did Jesus give (Mark 14:61-62)? 

____________________ Compare Matthew 26:63-66 and Luke 22:70-71. 

Some people might say, "It’s true that Jesus claimed to be God’s Son, but He never claimed to be God." But 

how did the Jews understand the expression "Son of God"? What did it mean to them? 

If a man said that God was His Father (thus claiming to be the Son of God), he would be making himself 

___________     ________      _______ (John 5:18). Thus in the days of Christ, the title, "Son of God" was 

understood to mean "equality with God" (having the same nature and attributes as God). According to Jewish 

law (Lev. 24:16), what should be done to any mere man who claims to be the Son of God (John 19:7; compare 

John 5:18; 10:31-33)?____________________________________________________ 

Note:  Jesus did not usually refer to Himself as the Messiah or as the Son of God, though on certain occasions 

He certainly claimed to be such. The title that He most frequently applied to Himself was "the Son of man" (see 

Luke 5:24; 6:5; 7:34; 9:22,56,58; 11:30; 12:40; 17:30; 19:10; etc.). The significance of this term is seen in the 
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fact that Daniel used it to describe the Messiah who would return to establish an everlasting kingdom (Daniel 

7:13-14).  In His trial, Jesus referred to this very passage (Matthew 26:64) which so infuriated the Jews 

(Matthew 26:65) and led to His crucifixion (Matthew 26:66). 

3) Jesus Claimed to be Equal With God. 
We have already seen that to claim to be the Son of God is to claim equality with God (John 5:18). What 

astonishing claim did Jesus make in John 10:30? ___________________________________________ What 

did the Jews think of this claim (John 10:31)? _____________________________________________ Why did 

the Jews want to kill Jesus (John 10:33)? ____________________________________________ What was His 

great crime (see John 10:33)? _______________________  According to John 10:33, how did the Jews define 

the word "blasphemy"? ________________________________________ Was this the reason Christ was put on 

the cross (Mark 14:64; Matthew 26:65-66; John 19:7)? _________ 

4) Jesus Claimed to be Able to Forgive Sins. 
What did Jesus say to the paralytic man that so astonished the Jews (Mark 2:5)? 

_________________________________________ The only person who can really forgive us is the person we 

have offended and sinned against. If I punch you in the nose, I must go to you for forgiveness because you are 

the one who has been offended and hurt. When we sin, who is the Person we always offend (Psalm 51:4)? 

______________ Who then is the only Person who can forgive us? ____________ Did the Jews understand this 

(Mark 2:7)? ________ Would it be blasphemy for a mere man to claim to forgive sins? _______ If Christ could 

really forgive sins (and He proved that He could by the healing miracle–see Mark 2:9-12), then who must He 

be? __________  [Note:  On a human level, we can forgive someone who offends us or who sins against us, but 

on a higher level, only God can forgive sins.  The kind of forgiveness that is needed for salvation can come only 

from God.] 

5) Jesus Claimed to be Jehovah. 
In the Old Testament, the divine name "LORD" (spelled with all capital letters) is the Hebrew word 

"JEHOVAH" (or "YAHWEH"). Sometimes this same word is spelled "GOD" (all capital letters). To the Jews, 

this was the most sacred name of God (so sacred that they would not even pronounce it; they still do not 

pronounce it in synagogues today when the Hebrew Scriptures are read). 

According to Psalm 23:1, who is the Shepherd? ______________________  According to Jesus in John 

10:11,14, who is the Good Shepherd ___________________________?  Does this help you to understand why 

many of the Jews were so upset after hearing the Lord speak about who the Good Shepherd really is (John 

10:20)? 

According to Isaiah 41:4 and 44:6, who is the First and the Last? ___________________________  According 

to Revelation 1:13,17-18; 2:8, who is the First and the Last? ____________________ 

According to Psalm 18:2, who is the Rock? __________________  According to 1 Corinthians 10:4, who is the 

Rock? _________________ 

According to Jeremiah 31:34, who is the Forgiver of Sins? ____________________  According to Mark 2:7,10, 

who is the Forgiver of Sins? _________________________ 

Did Jesus claim to be Jehovah? __________ 

6) Jesus Claimed to be the Final Judge of All Men! 

Does anyone apart from God have the right to Judge men and to send some men to hell to be punished forever 

(compare James 4:12)? ________ Did Jesus claim this right (John 5:22,27; Matthew 25:31-46)? ___________  

If Jesus were a mere man, would such a claim be blasphemy (compare John 10:33)? ____________ 

7) Jesus Claimed to be the Great "I Am"–The Eternally Existent God! 
What question did the Jews ask Jesus in John 8:57?  

_______________________________________________________ 
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When did Abraham live (circle the correct answer)? 

4000 years before Christ  

3000 years before Christ  

2000 years before Christ  

1000 years before Christ  
             

How did Jesus answer their question (John 8:58)? ______________________________________________ 

Today, if a man who appeared to be 30 years old were to come up to you and claim to be over 2000 years old, 

what would you think? What did the Jews think of the Lord’s astonishing answer (John 8:59)? 

_____________________________________________ 

When Jesus said, "I AM" (John 8:58), this was very significant to the Jews who heard Him. They recognized "I 

AM" as a sacred name of God as revealed to Moses in Exodus 3:14-15: 

"____     _____  THAT  _____    _____: Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, ____    _____ hath sent 

me unto you." 

Throughout the Gospel of John, Jesus claimed to be the Great "I AM":  

John 6:35:  ______________________________________________ 

John 8:12:  ______________________________________________ 

John 10:9:  _______________________________________________ 

John 10:11: ______________________________________________ 

John 11:25: ______________________________________________ 

John 14:6:  _______________________________________________ 

etc. 

Why did John write the gospel of John (John 20:31)? ________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Who Is Jesus? 

What Do You Say? 

(Matthew 16:15) 

In Matthew 16:15 the Lord Jesus asked His disciples the most important question, "But who say  _____  that I 

am?" Who do YOU think Christ is?  Your eternal destiny depends on how you answer that question!!! 

Actually, there are only three honest answers (and only one true answer!) that can be given. Either Jesus was a 

LIAR, a LUNATIC or He was LORD. See the chart below.   This chart is taken and adapted from 

Josh McDowell's book, Evidence That Demands A Verdict, page 108. 

  

Jesus Claims To Be God 

(Two Alternatives) 

 

His claims were FALSE. 

 

(Two Alternatives)*  

                           

His claims were TRUE. 

 
He is LORD 

 

He KNEW His  He DID NOT (Two Alternatives)         
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claims were FALSE. 

 
He made a  

DELIBERATE 

MISREPRESENTATION. 

 
He was a LIAR 

 
He was a HYPOCRITE  

(because He taught 

 others not to lie). 

 
He was EVIL 

(because He told others to 

trust Him for their eternal 

destiny, when He knew He 

could not back up His 

claims). 

 
He was a FOOL 

(because He was crucified 

for making claims He knew 

were false). 

KNOW 
His claims were 
FALSE.  

 
He was 

SINCERELY 

DELUDED. 

 
He was a 

LUNATIC 

You can 
Accept 

or You can 
Reject 

John 3:18,36 

Eternity with Christ in heaven or 

eternity without Christ in hell 

 

 

*Concerning these two alternatives Thiessen wrote: "If He is a deceiver, or is self-deceived, and, in either case, 

if He is not God, He is not good" (Thiessen, Outline of Lectures in Systematic Theology, p. 65). 

It is foolish and dishonest to accept any other alternative. For example, many people say that Jesus was a great 

Teacher, but they deny that He was GOD. Consider the following: 

I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about 

Him:  "I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept His claim to be God." 

That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things 

Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic–on a level with the 

man who says he is a poached egg--or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your 

choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God: or else a madman or something worse. You 

can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His 

feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about His 

being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to. (Mere 

Christianity, C. S. Lewis, p. 56).   Note:  Although we agree with this quote by C. S. Lewis, and find it very 

helpful,  this is not an endorsement of his views in general. 

 

Was Jesus a Liar, Lunatic or Lord? 



Dr. H. Duane Bilderback – A.R.M.O.R. Center Ministries Page 32 
 

What was Thomas’ conclusion (John 20:28)? ____________________________________ 

What was Peter’s conclusion (Matt. 16:16; Acts 2:36)? ____________________________ 

What was Paul’s conclusion (Tit. 2:13; Rom. 9:5)? ________________________________ 

What was John’s conclusion (1 John 5:20)? _____________________________________ 

What was the writer of Hebrews’ conclusion (Heb. 1:8)? ___________________________ 

What was Stephen’s conclusion (Acts 7:59)? ____________________________________ 

What was God the Father’s conclusion (Matt. 3:17; 17:5)? __________________________ 

WHAT IS YOUR CONCLUSION? 

 Who is Jesus?  I believe Jesus is (fill in the rest)  
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CHAPTER 7 

The Miracles of Christ 

An Abundance of Miracles? 

If you were living during the public ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ, what miracles would you have heard and 

seen (Matthew 11:4-5)?  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Have you heard and seen such miracles taking place today? ________ 

Sometimes people think that the Bible is filled with accounts of miracles on every page from Genesis to 

Revelation. There are many people who are familiar with the four Gospels, but they are not well-acquainted 

with the rest of the Bible, especially the Old Testament.  Of course, the pages of the Gospels are filled with 

numerous examples of miracles, and such people could wrongly conclude that the same thing is true of the rest 

of the Bible.  Actually, miracles in the Bible are relatively rare--they are the exception rather than the rule. In 

fact, there were many godly men throughout the pages of the Bible and history, who never performed miracles. 

Remember, God is free to perform miracles at any time, according to His sovereign will and purposes. For 

example, in a miraculous way, God protected Daniel from the man-eating lions (Dan. 6:16,22,24), but as far as 

we know, Daniel himself never performed any miracles. Put a check() before those men who actually 

performed miracles (your teacher may need to help you with some of these): 

 

______ Enoch ______ Samuel ______ Ezekiel 

______ Noah ______ David ______ John the Baptist (John 10:41) 

______ Abraham ______ Solomon ______ the LORD JESUS CHRIST 

______ Isaac ______ Elijah ______ Peter 

______ Jacob ______ Elisha ______ Paul 

______ Joseph ______ Daniel ______ Augustine 

______ Moses ______ Isaiah ______ Luther 

______ Joshua ______ Jeremiah ______ Whitefield 
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The Bible, therefore, indicates that there have been only three major periods of miracles in history (that is, times 

when God gave certain men remarkable powers to perform amazing, undeniable miracles): 

 

1. DURING THE TIME OF MOSES AND JOSHUA 
Approx. 1441-1370 B.C. 
See Exodus and Joshua. 

2. DURING THE TIME OF ELIJAH AND ELISHA 
Approx. 870-785 B. C. 
See 1 and 2 Kings.  

3. DURING THE TIME OF CHRIST AND THE AP0STLES 
Approx. 28-70 A. D. 
See the Gospels and Acts. 

 

Apart from these three unique periods of supernatural activity, miracles were the exception, rather than the 

norm. One of these exceptional outbreaks of miracles took place during the earthly ministry of our Lord. Why 

did the Lord Jesus perform such miracles? 

Which Miracle is Easier? 

In Mark 2:1-12 (Matt. 9:1-8; Luke 5:17-26) we find the account of the miraculous healing of the paralytic man. 

In these verses; the Lord Jesus tells us exactly why He healed this man. In Mark 2:5 Jesus made the amazing 

claim that He could _______________    ________. Did the Jews believe that Jesus was able to do this (Mark 

2:6-7)? _______ Could these Jews look into the man’s heart and see whether or not his sins had really been 

forgiven? _____ 

Jesus then asked a puzzling question (see verse 9): Which is easier--to say "Your sins are forgiven!" or to say 

"Arise, take up your bed and walk!"? Is it easier to forgive his sins or heal his body? 

How would you have answered the Lord’s question (circle the correct answer)?  
It is easier to forgive his sins.  
It is easier to heal his body.  
It is impossible for man to do either! It would require the power of God to forgive his sins and it would require the power 

of God to heal his body.  
 

The following chart may be of help: 

THE MIRACLE OF HEALING THE MIRACLE OF FORGIVENESS 

This miracle required God’s working and God’s 

power.  
This miracle took place in the physical realm.  
This was God working in the man‘s body.  
This was a miracle that was clearly seen (Mark 2:12).  
This was a miracle that could not be denied.  

This miracle required God‘s working and God’s 

power.  
This miracle took place in the spiritual realm.  
This was God working in the man‘s heart.  
This was a miracle that could not be seen by men.  
This was a miracle that could be denied by 

unbelieving men (Mark 2:5-7).  

 

Did Christ really have the power and authority to forgive sins? How could He prove this? How could He 

demonstrate His authority in the invisible/spiritual realm? 
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In Mark 2:10 the Lord Jesus tells us the primary reason why He healed this man (circle the correct answer):  

1) that you might know how much I wanted to help this man  
2) that you might know how compassionate I am towards those who have physical needs  
3) that you might know that I have the power and authority to forgive sins  

Thus, the Lord proved that He had authority in the invisible-spiritual realm by performing a fantastic miracle in 

the visible-physical realm which no one could deny. If Christ had the power to perform the miracle of healing, 

then this would prove that He also had the power to perform the miracle of forgiveness! 

What about you? How can you prove to others that your sins are forgiven? How can you prove to others that 

Christ lives in you (Gal. 2:20)? How can you show your friends that you really belong to God? Compare 2 

Timothy 2:19 – cattle are often branded with a visible seal (brand) or mark of ownership; believers are 

"branded" with an invisible seal which only God can see, namely God the Holy Spirit. How can others know 

that the Spirit dwells in you?  

The answer is found in the illustration our Lord gave in John 3:8 – How can you know that the wind is really 

there? Remember, the wind cannot be seen! God wants people to know about the miracle that He performs in 

the invisible-spiritual realm (Mark 2:10). Has the Saviour done a miracle in your heart? Do others know about 

it? 

Where are the Carpenter’s Credentials? 

The Carpenter (Mark 6:3) claimed to be the Christ (the Messiah)! The Man who had no formal education (John 

7:15) taught the people that He was sent from God with a heavenly message (John 7:16,28). What credentials 

did Jesus have to back up such claims and such teaching? We have just studied that He backed up His claim to 

forgive sins by performing a mighty miracle of healing!  

According to the Old Testament prophets, what would the Messiah do when He comes to earth (see Isaiah 35:5-

6; 61:1)? __________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thus in John 7:31, the Jews believed that when Christ (the Messiah) came, He would do 

M____________________. When Christ performed an undeniable miracle in Matthew 12:22, what was the 

reaction of the people (Matt. 12:23)? _____________________________________________ (Note: The 

expression "son of David" is a Messianic title. The Jews knew that their Messiah would be a descendant of 

David). When John the Baptist doubted and asked, "Are You the Messiah?" what did Jesus point to as His 

credentials (Matt. 11:2-5)? _____________________________________________ Thus, Christ gave the Jews 

all the evidence they needed to prove that He was everything He claimed to be. God the Father backed up these 

claims: "Jesus of Nazareth, a ________ approved of God among you by __________________ and __________ 

and _____________, which  _________ did by ________ in the midst of you." (Acts 2:22) 

What are your spiritual credentials? Suppose you share this with your friends: "If you believe on the Lord Jesus 

Christ, you will receive complete forgiveness of sins (compare Acts 10:43)!" What authority do you have to 

make such a statement? What right do you have to make such a promise? How can you speak with such 

authority about spiritual things? Who will back up that statement? See Hebrews 4:12; Luke 24:44-47; Matthew 

28:18-20; 24:35. 

"Greater Works Than These"? 

Read the amazing promise that Christ gave to His disciples in John 14:12. What did Jesus mean by these words? 

The works that Jesus performed during His public ministry were fantastically great. Diseases were banished; 

demons were cast out; dead men arose; wine, bread, and fishes were created, and mighty storms were instantly 

calmed. But it must be recognized that each of these miracles was intentionally superficial and temporary in 

quality! In other words, no one was permanently helped by any of them, nor were men’s deepest needs met by 

such works of power! Creating food for one occasion did not automatically supply the need for later occasions. 
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And with regard to bodily ailments, every diseased, crippled, leprous person Jesus ever healed finally died 

anyway. This was true of every one of them! And poor Lazarus! It is true that Jesus raised him from the dead, 

instantly and completely, with no convalescence needed. But later on he died again! Would you like to die 

twice?   (Dr. John C. Whitcomb, Does God Want Christians to Perform Miracles Today?, p. 11) 

Jesus said, "greater works than these shall ye do because I go unto the Father." What can be greater than the 

miracles of Christ? After the Lord Jesus returned to heaven, Peter preached God’s powerful Word (about a 

crucified and risen Saviour) to thousands of Jews. God did a great work and approximately 3000 people were 

saved, and their sins were forgiven in one day (Acts 2:41). A tremendous miracle in the invisible-spiritual realm 

had taken place – the miracle of regeneration. This miracle met man’s basic need permanently and eternally! 

 

Which Miracles Are Greater? 

The Miracles of Healing,  

Feeding the Multitudes,  

Casting out Demons,  

Raising the Dead,  

etc. 

The Miracles of Salvation,  

the Forgiveness of Sins,  

the New Birth,  

Freedom from Sin,  

etc. 

Required God‘s working and power  
Took place in the physical realm  
God’s working in man’s body  
Helped man temporarily  
FINAL RESULT: Physical Death  

Required God‘s working and power.  
Took place in the spiritual realm.  
God’s working in man’s heart.  
Helped man permanently.  
FINAL RESULT: Eternal Life  

Read John 6:13-15, 26-27. Which kind of miracle did the Jews really want? 

______________________________________________________ 

For the last 2000 years the spiritual miracle of salvation has been repeated again and again as God has been 

adding to His Church daily (Acts 2:47). Has this "greater" miracle taken place in your life? If so, have you been 

telling others about the crucified and risen Saviour, so that they might trust in Him and experience this miracle 

as well?    

We're just nobodies telling everybody about Somebody who can powerfully and miraculously and permanently 

and eternally save anybody! 
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CHAPTER 8 

The Rejection of Christ 
  

"He is despised and  __________________  of (by) men" 
(Isaiah 53:3). 
"And He began to teach them, that the Son of man must 
suffer many things, and be _________________ of the 
elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed" 
(Mark 8:31). 
"The stone which the builders __________________ is 
become the Head of the corner" (Mark 12:10; compare 
Psalm 118:22). 

  

The Rejection of the Saviour 

Suppose the pollution level in the air we breathe and in the water we drink were suddenly to become ten times 

what it is today. Furthermore, suppose that as a result of these increased rates of pollution, death became 

inevitable for every person. For some with poor health and low resistance, death would take place in a matter of 

a few days. For other stronger individuals, death might not strike for two or three weeks. But the result of this 

pollution for everyone would be death. At the end of one month’s duration, there would not be one survivor! 

Suppose also that this was a completely hopeless situation. Humanly speaking, there was no way to correct this 

pollution problem. All of the world’s scientists totally failed to come up with any solution, and time was quickly 

running out. There was no hope, no help, no remedy--mankind was doomed! 

But then, many millions of light years away, a benevolent creature on another planet saw our plight and had 

compassion upon these perishing earthlings. Quickly he entered his spaceship and zoomed to planet earth, and 

with his advanced technology he offered a substance called "pure-suprafission" which, when applied to the 

atmosphere or to the water, produced a mild nuclear reaction which brought immediate purification! 

How do you suppose our visitor from outer space would be greeted by us earthlings? Wouldn’t we rejoice at his 

coming? Wouldn’t we cheer his arrival? Wouldn’t he be given the greatest welcome possible? Wouldn’t he be 

received with open arms and grateful hearts and joy-filled eyes? 

Did you know that such a situation has actually happened? Earthlings were facing a terrible pollution problem--

an inner pollution problem known as the pollution of the heart (Jer. 17:9; Mark 7:21-23). As a result of this 

terrible pollution, death became inevitable, because the pollution of sin when it is finished brings forth 

______________ (James 1:15; compare Rom. 1:32; 6:23). Moreover, the situation was absolutely hopeless 

(Eph. 2:12; 1 Thess. 4:13). There was nothing man could do to make his heart clean. 

But then, from out of the heavens came a Visitor--a Saviour who had a remedy for man’s pollution problem 

(John 3:13-17). How was He welcomed and received by those He came to save? The Bible says, "And this is 

the condemnation, that _____________ is come into the world, and men loved _________________ rather than 

______________, because their deeds were evil" (John 3:19). How tragic! Men chose to continue on in their 

pollution! They decided to continue walking on the road that leads to destruction (Matt. 7:13). What did they do 

with the Visitor from outer space? READ MATTHEW 27:31. 
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The Rejection Of The Creator 

In the Gospel of John (chapter 1) we learn some amazing facts about the Lord Jesus Christ (please match): 

 

_______ "In the beginning was the Word" 
(1:1a). 

 (A) Jesus Christ is the 
Light of the World. 

_______ "The Word was God" (1:1b).  (B) Jesus Christ is no one 
less than GOD. 

_______ "All things were made by Him" (1:3). 
"The world was made by Him" (1:10). 

 (C) Jesus Christ is the 
Eternal One. 

_______ "That was the true Light" (1:9).  (D) Jesus Christ became 
a man. 

_______ "The Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us" (1:14). 

 (E) Jesus Christ is the 
Creator and Maker of all 
things! 

 

But perhaps the most amazing fact in this first chapter of John is that when the eternal Creator-God came to 

earth, the Jewish people failed to recognize Him (1:10) and they received Him not (1:11).   Note:  There were 

exceptions to this.  There were some humble hearts who were looking for the coming of the Messiah and were 

eagerly looking for Him, such as Simeon and Anna in Luke 2:25-26 and 2:36-38).  

Though He made the world, the world did not know its Maker (John 1:10)! The creatures did not recognize their 

Creator! They did not know that the Carpenter was the Creator (Mark 6:3). The Person who built things out of 

wood was the same Person who created all things out of nothing (Col. 1:16; compare Heb. 3:3-4). 

Though He came to His own people to provide salvation (Matt. 1:21), He was not welcomed or warmly 

received by the people of Israel (John 1:11). A few humble people rejoiced at His coming such as Elizabeth, 

Simeon, Anna, some Bethlehem shepherds, a small band of disciples, Zacchaeus; but the majority of the nation 

was unmoved and uncaring. His most enthusiastic reception was when He was welcomed into the city of 

Jerusalem by the cheering Jewish throngs (Matt. 21:8-11). Less than a week later the crowd changed their chant 

(Matt. 27:22) and the Christ was consigned to a Roman cross. 

Though the majority rejected Him, a minority (a "few"--Matthew 7:14) received and welcomed Christ the 

Creator. What promise does God give to every individual who receives Him (John 1:12)? _________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

If Christ had made His appearance today, instead of 2000 years ago, would we have treated Him or received 

Him any differently? 

If a person welcomes and receives the Lord Jesus into his life and if the One who is "despised and rejected of 

men" lives in him, how can he expect to be treated by the world (John 15:18-21; 1 John 3:13)?  

The Rejection Of The King 

If the King or President of another nation were to come and visit our country, he would (under normal 

circumstances) be given royal treatment. Our government would care for him in every way. He would be 

provided with the finest sleeping quarters. He would be served the most delectable food. He would be presented 

with the best entertainment. In short, he would be treated like a King! 
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When the King of the Universe came to visit earth, how was He treated? What kind of treatment did He 

receive? At His death He was treated as a common criminal. How was He treated at His birth? 

If you were to receive news that the President (or some other famous person) had just arrived in a nearby town 

only five miles away, would you go to see him? In Matthew chapter 2 we learn of a group of wise men (Magi) 

who had journeyed many, many miles, seeking the One who was born  __________ of the  ________ (Matt. 

2:2). They stopped at Jerusalem and asked where the King could be found. The Jews opened their scrolls and 

very quickly they recited the correct answer from the Bible (see verses 4-6 and compare Micah 5:2). With this 

information and with a supernatural star to guide them, the wise men traveled five or six short miles to the 

nearby town of Bethlehem where they found and worshipped the young King. 

Did the Jews flock to Bethlehem to see and worship their King? Did the chief priests and scribes make the effort 

to go such a short distance to see such a great Person?  How long do you suppose it would take you to travel 

five or six miles, even if you had to walk? 

These Jews possessed the right answer, but the right answer did not possess them! Their action could be likened 

to a man struggling for survival in a desert. His map tells him that an oasis is located only a few miles to the 

southwest. He even gives these directions to another desperate traveler who passes by. But for himself, he 

chooses to remain where he is and die of thirst. Does that sound foolish? The fools did not go to Bethlehem, 

only the wise men! 

More than 30 years later, the attitude of the Jewish leaders toward their King had changed--a change for the 

worse! What kind of royal treatment did the chief priests and scribes give to their King (Matt. 20:18-19)? 

____________________________________ What kind of love and respect did they show for their King (John 

19:15)? _______________________________________________ 

Suppose the wise men were to return to Jerusalem at the time of our Lord's crucifixion.  Suppose that as they 

entered the city of Jerusalem they once again asked the question, "Where is He that is King of the Jews?" 

(compare Matt. 2:2). To their surprise they would see Him crowned (Matt. 27:29) and crucified on a tree 

(Matt. 27:31; 1 Pet. 2:24). This time, no star would needed to point Him out, because above His head a sign was 

written which said,  "_______________________________________________" (Matt 27:37). 

Those who seek to worship the King today must find Him there! They must humbly fall down at the foot of the 

cross and worship the Saviour!  

But the majority still reject the crucified One: 

"Years I spent in vanity and pride, 

Caring not my Lord was crucified; 

Knowing not it was for me He died 

On Calvary!"  
–William R. Newell 

  

The Rejection of the Prophet 

Though most of the Jewish people rejected Christ, would He not be well received by the people from His own 

hometown of Nazareth? A presidential candidate is usually able to at least carry his own state! How popular 

was Christ when He proclaimed God’s Word to the hometown crowd? Did they gladly receive His message? 

How did they respond and react to His ministry among them? 

Read Luke 4:16-30 and answer the following questions:  

Who was the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy (verses 17-19, 21; compare Isaiah 61:1-2)? Was Jesus really 

Joseph’s son (verse 22)? _________. What did the people want Jesus to do (verse 23; compare Matthew 

4:13,23,24; 11:23)?_________________________________________________________________________ 
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Did Jesus do what they wanted (Matt. 13:54-58)? _________. Why not (Matt. 13:58)?____________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

   

Did Jesus expect to be accepted or to be rejected as a prophet among those with whom He had grown up (verse 

24)?_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

   

Elijah the Prophet ministered to a widow outside of Israel (verse 25-26). Elisha the Prophet ministered to a leper 

outside of Israel (verse 27). What does this imply about the miraculous ministry of Christ in relationship to the 

people of Nazareth (compare Matt. 13:58)? ______________________________________________________ 

Did our Lord’s words please these Jews (verse 28)? ________________________________________________ 

What did they seek to do to Christ (verse 29)?_____________________________________________________ 

How did Christ escape (verse 30)? _____________________________________________________________ 

The people of Nazareth wanted to see God's works (signs, miracles, etc.) but they did not want to hear God's 

words spoken by God’s Prophet (compare the modern Charismatic movement). They rejected the Son of God as 

seen by their rejection of the Word of God. 

Am I a Christ-rejecter? Have I received or rejected the Son of God? Have I received or have I rejected the Word 

of God? The Bible teaches that the way I treat the Word of God is really the way I treat the Son of God.  

What I think of the Bible determines what I think of Christ. Consider the following verses: 

"Ye seek to _________________ Me (they totally rejected Him), because My _____________ hath _____  

place in  _______"  (John 8:37). 

"And if I say _______     __________, why do ye not ________________Me? He that is of God (the person 

who receives the Son of God) ______________ God’s _____________: ye (those who reject the Son of God) 

therefore __________________ them  ___________" (John 8:46-47). 

According to John 12:47-48, the person who rejects Christ is the person who 

_____________________________________________Compare also Matthew 10:14 (the evidence of their 

rejection of Christ’s messengers was shown by their refusal to ___________________ their _____________). 

 

 

Are you a Christ-rejecter? What is your attitude and response towards God’s Word? 

Do you get bored in church? 

Do you keep looking at your watch to see when the sermon will be over? 

Do you read your Bible on your own? 

Do you enjoy sharing God’s Word with others? 

If your parents did not go to church, would you? 

Do you memorize verses of Scripture? 

Do you consider the Bible to be God’s love letter to you? 

God is very much concerned with how we receive His Word  (Acts 2:41; 8:14; 17:11; 11:1; 1 Thess. 2:13). 

WARNING: 

"Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief (rejecting the words of God–Heb. 

2:1; 3:15--and thus rejecting the Son of God), in departing from the living God (Hebrews 3:12).  

The Rejection of the Messiah 

 

The rejection of Christ the Messiah by the Jewish religious leaders is most clearly seen than in Matthew 

chapters 11-12. Read these two chapters and then answer the following questions:  

What verse indicates that the Jews rejected the forerunner of the Messiah? 
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What privileges and advantages did the cities of Chorazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum have that the wicked cities 

of Tyre, Sidon and Sodom did not have? _________________________________________________________ 

   

If Christ had come to earth earlier in human history and had performed His earthly ministry in the wicked cities 

of Tyre and Sodom, what would have happened?__________________________________________________ 

   

In the day of judgment, will it be better if an unsaved person had been a citizen of Sodom or a citizen of 

Capernaum?_______________________________________________________________________________ 

   

In what verse is Christ accused of breaking the Sabbath (because of the action of His disciples)?____________ 

   

Did Christ make or break the Sabbath (Matthew 12:8)? _______________. What was the significance of 

Christ’s claim in Matthew 12:8? (Remember, every Jew knew Who instituted the Sabbath–see Genesis 2:1-3.) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________   

Is it lawful to do good (Matthew 12:12)? The answer to such a question is so obvious that it would be like 

asking, "Is it sinful to do evil?" What was the reaction of the Jews (Matthew 12:14)?______________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

   

What did the miracle of casting out the demon demonstrate (Matthew 12:22-23)?_________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

   

Could this miracle be denied (compare Acts 4:14,16)? ________________.What was the great sin of these 

Jewish religious leaders (Matthew 12:24; Mark 3:29-30)? ___________________________________________ 

   

Why was their charge unreasonable (Matthew 12:25-30)?___________________________________________ 

   

What do the words which come out of our mouths really reveal (Matthew 12:34-35)?_____________________ 

   

What did the Pharisees want to see (Matthew 12:38)? _________________________What did they do with the 

remarkable signs that they already had seen, such as those in Matthew 12:22?___________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

   

What was the one sign that the Lord promised to give to them? Compare John 2:18-21.____________________ 

   

What privileges and advantages did these Jews have which the people of Nineveh did not have (Matthew 

12:41)?___________________________________________________________________________________ 

   

What privileges and advantages did these Jews have which we do not have today?________________________ 

   

Are there any privileges and advantages that we have today which these Jews did not have? ________________ 

   

In the day of judgment, would you rather be the Queen of Sheba who came face to face with Solomon, or the 

Pharisees who came face to face with the Lord Jesus Christ? _________________________________________ 

   

Explain how the principle of judgment found in Luke 12:48 applies to Matthew 11 and 12. 

   

Today, what must a person do to die with his sins unforgiven and unpardoned (John 3:18,36; 8:24; 16:9; Acts 

10:43)?  

What Have You Done With The Light God Has Given You? 



Dr. H. Duane Bilderback – A.R.M.O.R. Center Ministries Page 42 
 

WARNING:    "________________ if you will  __________ His voice , _________________ not your 

hearts" (HEB 3:15) 

The day could come when your heart will be so hard, it will be impossible to hear! If you keep saying "NO" 

to God you could turn into person like P_______________ (Rom. 9:17-18)! When Paul spoke to Felix in Acts 

24:24-25, he (Felix) was troubled (in a good way)! After this there were other times when Paul spoke to him 

(Acts 24:26), but Felix was never troubled again (as far as the record indicates). His heart was fully hardened. 

Read John 5:43. The Lord Jesus came in His Father’s name, and the Jews did not ____________________ Him 

as their Messiah. There is coming a day when a man will come in his own name and the Jews and the entire 

world will welcome him with open arms (compare Rev. 13:1-9)! But, to receive him (the man of sin or the 

Antichrist), what must a person reject (2 Thess. 2:10,12)? _____________________________ What will they 

accept and believe (2 Thess. 2:11)? ____________________ What will God do to these people who have so 

hardened their hearts against His truth and His Son (2 Thess. 2:10-12; compare Revelation 13:8; 14:9-11)? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

  

The Rejection of the Bread of Life 

When the Lord performed the miracle of "the feeding of the 5000" about how many people were present if you 

count the women and children (Matt. 14:21)?  __________________________ (Note:  We don't know how 

many women and children were present, but make an intelligent guess.) 

Why did the people think that Christ would make the perfect King (John 6:15)? 

________________________________________________________ Why did they seek Christ (John 6:24,26)? 

______________________________________________________ Did they want food for their stomachs or 

food for their souls? ________________________________ 

Read John. When Jesus began giving the people food for their souls, what began to happen to these enthusiastic 

seekers? 

Verse 41: ___________________________________________________ 

Verse 52: ___________________________________________________ 

Verse 60: ___________________________________________________ 

Verse 66: ___________________________________________________ 

Though the Lord started with thousands of people, how many did He end up with (6:67)? 

___________________ Soon He would lose one more (6:70-71)! 

What was the one thing that attracted Peter and the other ten disciples (6:68)? 

_______________________________________________________________________________ Compare 

John 8:31.  The Lord had many disciples, but few disciples indeed. That is, He had few true disciples!  

"WILL YOU ALSO GO AWAY?" (John 6:67) 

 

The Rejection of God’s Stone 

Read Matthew 21:42. In Acts 4:11 Peter told the Jews that the Lord Jesus Christ was the Stone which they 

rejected ("whom ye crucified"—verse 10). What a marvelous thing God had done! He took that rejected Stone, 

and by resurrection He made Him the Head of the corner (Acts 4:10-11)! The cornerstone is the most important 

stone in the whole building! Now the important question is this: 

  

WHAT WILL YOU DO WITH THIS STONE? 

Here’s Your Choice: 

  

FAITH--Standing on the Rock! UNBELIEF--Being crushed by the Rock! 
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Either you are on the Rock (faith) or the Rock is on you (judgment)! Where are you in relationship to this 

Rock? You can trip and fall on this Stone and be broken (stumblingblock--see Matthew 21:44; 1 Corinthians 

1:23; 1 Peter 2:8; Isaiah 8:14-15); you can let it fall on you and be pulverized by it (Matthew 21:44); or you can 

plant your feet on its firm foundation and let it support you (1 Peter 2:6)! Don’t reject God’s Rock!  RELY and 

REST upon it! 

"On Christ the solid Rock I stand! 

All other ground is sinking sand!" 

        –Edward Mote 

  

 

The Rejection of the Good Shepherd 

When the Lord Jesus claimed to be the Good Shepherd (John 10:1-18), how did the Jews respond?  

"A DIVISION" (John 10:19) 

The MAJORITY ("many") said  

___________________________________  

(see John 10:20) 

The MINORITY ("others") said  

___________________________________ 

___________________________________  

(see John 10:21) 

What did the Good Shepherd promise to do for His sheep (John 10:11,15,17,18)? 

___________________________________________________________________________________ The 

Shepherd, whom most of the Jews rejected, became the Sheep that was slaughtered (Isaiah 53:7; 1 Peter 1:19; 

John 1:29). 
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Read John 12:32 where the Lord Jesus Christ speaks of His death on the cross. When He is lifted up on 

Calvary’s cross, He will  ____________________________ unto Himself! Certainly this does not mean that all 

men will be saved (He only saves those who believe–compare 1 Timothy 4:10). What then does it mean? 

When the Lord Jesus died, there were two other crosses on which hung two guilty men—one on His right hand, 

and the other on His left (Mark 15:27). The Lord Jesus draws all men to that center cross where they must 

choose to accept or reject the Crucified One. There are only two choices, as symbolized by the other two 

crosses: 

 
  

"What Shall I Do With Jesus?" 

As you think about and study this question, it would be helpful to carefully read Luke 23:39-43. Also you 

should realize that there was a time when both of the criminals (thieves) rejected the crucified Christ (see 

Matthew 27:42-44)! But one of them repented and changed his mind! He changed from the cursed realm of 

rejection to the blessed realm of reception! What about you? 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 9 

The Transfiguration Of Christ 

The Background of the Transfiguration 

The Disturbing Revelation 

In Matthew chapter 16, the disciples were told for the first time that Jesus the Christ must die! Find the verse in 

which Jesus reveals this fact: Verse ______. What one word in this verse indicates that this was the Lord’s first 

mention of His death and resurrection? _______________ Compare Matthew 17:22-23; 20:17-19. 

How did Peter respond to the Lord’s announcement? (Circle the correct response.)  
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Lord, let it be according to Thy Word (compare Luke 1:38).  

Lord, even though I don’t understand, You have spoken, and it must be so!  

Yes Lord, for I believe all that the Scriptures teach, that it is necessary for the Messiah to suffer, and then to 

enter into His glory (compare Luke 24:25-27,44-46).  

Lord, this shall not be. Lord, You do not know what You are talking about (Note: The danger of making such a 

statement is seen in Matthew 16:23).  

Just prior to this Peter had made a tremendous confession of faith: "Thou art the _________________, The Son 

of the Living God" (Matthew 16:16). Peter understood that the term "Christ" or "Messiah" referred to no one 

less than God's Anointed King. Peter also was familiar with the many Old Testament passages which describe 

the glorious reign of the kingly Messiah (such as Isaiah 2:2-5; 9:6-7; 11:1-10; Jeremiah 23:5-8; 33:15-16; 

Daniel 2:44; 7:13-14; Zephaniah 3:15; etc.). He apparently did not understand the few Old Testament passages 

which stated or implied that the Messiah must die (Daniel 9:26; Isaiah 53; Psalm 22; Genesis 3:15; Zechariah 

12:10; etc.). Peter failed to realize that before Christ could come as King, He must first come as Saviour! 

Peter’s problem was shared by the Jews of his day. In John 12:32-33, the Lord told the people that He would be 

lifted up to die. These Jews knew that Christ the King must live and reign forever and ever (read John 12:34 and 

compare Daniel 7:14,27; Isaiah 9:7). They thus faced what seemed to be an impossible problem: 

"How Can a Dead Messiah Reign Forever and Ever?" 

How did God solve this perplexing problem? (See Acts 2:24; Matthew 16:21--the last seven words, and 

compare Hebrews 11:17-19.)  

By fulfilling His Word concerning the death of the Messiah but disregarding those passages which speak of the 

kingdom of the Messiah  

By sending two different Messiahs – One who would suffer and die and Another who would reign as King  

By having the Messiah avoid death and march directly to the throne  

By resurrection: one Messiah, but two separate advents or comings  

Which of the above was Peter’s solution? _____ Since Peter did not understand God’s solution (see Mark 9:10), 

he became greatly disturbed at the thought of Christ’s death. "What is going to happen to the King? If the 

King dies, will there still be a Kingdom? Will we live to see this kingdom?" 
 

 

The Mysterious Prediction 

In Matthew 16:27, the Lord Jesus announced what great event?  

the resurrection  

the rapture of the church  

the second coming of Christ (compare verse 28; 24:30; 25:31; Luke 9:26, Daniel 7:13-14)  

the judgment seat of Christ  

If Christ must die (Matthew 16:21), then He must come again (Matthew 16:27)! "The __________________ 

must be _______________" (Mark 14:49), and those Scriptures which were not fulfilled at the Lord’s first 

coming must be fulfilled at the Lord’s _____________ coming. Matthew 16:27 is essentially the first time Jesus 

spoke of His Second coming. (Note: The second coming is mentioned in Matthew 10:23, but it is doubtful that 

the disciples understood the significance of this statement. Compare Matthew 24:13-14.) 

When the Jews read the Scriptures, they could only see one coming. Today we are living in the period between 

the two comings of Christ. According to Matthew 16:18, what has Christ been doing following His death, and 

prior to His coming as King? _____________________________________________ As we read our Bible 

today (in this church age), we have the advantage of being better able to see two distinct comings of Christ--one 

coming is now history and the other coming is still future. In the following passages, please underline that 

which belongs with Christ’s first coming and circle that which belongs with Christ’s second coming:  

Micah 5:2  
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But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he 

come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting. 

  

Isaiah 9:6-7  

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name 

shall be called Wonderful, Counseller, The Mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the 

increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of’ David, and upon his kingdom, 

to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. 

  

Isaiah 61:1-2 (compare Luke 4:18-19)  

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the 

meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 

prison to them that are bound; To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our 

God. 

  

Zechariah 9:9-10  

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is 

just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. And I will cut off 

the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be cut off: and he shall speak 

peace unto the heathen: and his dominion shall be from sea even to sea, and from the river even to the ends of 

the earth. 

  

Isaiah 40:3-5 (compare Matthew 3:3; Mark 1:3)  

The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a 

highway for our God. Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the 

crooked shall be made straight and the rough places plain: And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all 

flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it. 

  

Malachi 3:1-2; 4:5 (compare Mark 1:2 and Matthew 17:3,10-13)  

Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall 

suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, 

saith the LORD of hosts. But who may abide the day of his coming? Behold, I will send Elijah the prophet 

before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. 

  

Luke 1:31-33  

And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be 

great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father 

David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. 

Did you have difficulty with some of these? If you were a Jew living in the year 100 B. C., would you have 

understood these passages (with the exception of Luke 1 which would not have been written yet) as referring to 

two separate comings of the Messiah? 

Read Matthew 16:26. Which is worth more to you--the world and all that it offers or your own soul? How can a 

person lose his own soul? The answer is given in Matthew 16:27: When Christ comes He is going to 

R______________ and judge every man! 

The Bible tells us about a man who will gain the whole world and lose his own soul. He is described in 2 

Thessalonians 2:3-4, 9-10 and Revelation 13:1-8. Everything Satan will offer, he will take (compare Matthew 

4:8-9 where the Lord Jesus refused this offer). He will have power, control, wealth, wisdom, fame and 

adoration. But when Christ shall return with power and great glory, what will happen to this man (2 

Thessalonians 2:8; Revelation 19:11-20)? 
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______________________________________________________________________________ Indeed, he 

will be the first (along with the false prophet) to be thrown into the L____________ of F_________ (Revelation 

19:20). He shall lose his own soul! Christ came the first time as SAVIOUR, He shall return the second time as 

JUDGE! At His first coming He came in voluntary humiliation (Philippians 2:8 – "He humbled Himself") and 

weakness (compare Matthew 27:26-31); at His second coming He shall come in "____________ and great 

___________" (Matthew 24:30)! 

The Lord’s first coming was necessary to set things right in man’s heart; His second coming is necessary to set 

things right in man’s world: 

HE’S KING OF MY LIFE HE’S KING OF THE WORLD 

  

 

The Mysterious Prediction 

With this needed background, we are ready to examine the Lord’s mysterious prediction given in Matthew 

16:28: 

Who were those standing and listening to these words of Jesus (verse 24)? _____________________ 

What would some of these men see before they would see death (verse 28)? 

____________________________________________________________________________  

Today it is more than 1900 years since Jesus spoke these puzzling words. Christ has not yet returned to earth to 

establish His kingdom. All of the disciples have long since died. Did the Lord’s prediction fail? Did some really 

see the King in His Kingdom? 

What is the next recorded event that took place after Jesus made this remarkable prediction (Matthew 17:1-3)?  

_____________________________________________________________________________ [Note: The first 

word ("And") in verse 1 connects the end of chapter 16 with the beginning of chapter 17. It would help in this 

case to ignore the uninspired chapter division. Compare Luke 9:26-30.] 

In 2 Peter 1:16-18, the aged apostle reminds his readers that he was an eyewitness (v. 16) and earwitness (v. 18) 

of a remarkable event. According to verses 17-18, what event from our Lord’s earthly life was Peter referring 

to? ____________________________________________ In verse 16, he refers to this event as the 

"P____________  and C_____________ of our Lord Jesus Christ." In other words, Peter was saying "we saw 

the Lord coming in power (see Mark 9:1) when we were with Him in the holy mountain." Thus, the puzzle is 

solved! The "some standing here" (Matthew 16:28) can now be identified as ___________, _______________, 

and __________________ (Matthew 17:1). At a time when the disciples were disturbed over the announcement 

of His coming death, Jesus did a wonderful thing. He took three of His disciples and gave them a foretaste and a 

preview of the coming kingdom! "If the King dies, will there still be a kingdom?"  Peter, James and John 

were beginning to understand the answer! 

The Glorious Transformation 

About a week after the Lord's mysterious prediction (compare Matthew 17:1 and Luke 9:28), Jesus took three 

of His disciples with Him to a mountain: 

1. _______ Peter A.  The Beloved Disciple (John 13:23-25; 19:26;20:2-3; 

21:7,20) and the one who would write the book of 

Revelation 

2. _______ James B. The First Disciple to be Killed (Acts 12:1-2) 
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3. _______ John  C. The Leader and Spokesman (Matthew 16:16; Acts 

2:14) 

On at least two other occasions the Lord drew these three men apart to be with Himself (Luke 8:49-56; Matthew 

26:36-38). 

The mountain is not identified, except to say that it was H___________ (Matthew 17:1) and H__________ (2 

Peter 1:18--because of God’s glorious Presence which was manifested there). Why did the Lord go to this 

Mountain (Luke 9:28)? _____________  

What time of day did the Lord often pray (Luke 6:12; 21:37; 22:39-40; Matthew, 14:23)? 

_______________________________ 

   

While on the mountain,  the disciples engaged in what activity (Luke 9:32)? 

 ___________________________________________ 

   

When did they return from the mountain (Luke 9:37)?   

_____________________________________________________  

Therefore, when would you say the transfiguration of Christ took place?  ____________________________ 

What really happened to the Lord there on the mount? In Luke 9:29 we read that while He _________________ 

the appearance of His face was _______________ (literally "became different"--His appearance changed). 

Matthew 17:2 says He was _____________________ before them, and thus we call this event the 

"transfiguration" of Christ. 

The word "transfigured" is from the Greek verb metamorphoō which is made up of two parts: 1) meta, which 

means "change" and     2) morphē, which means "form."  Hence, it means "to be changed into another form, to 

be transformed." Our English word "metamorphosis" comes from this Greek word and is used to describe 

some of nature’s most amazing, God-designed transformations, such as the changing of a caterpillar to a 

butterfly or the changing of a tadpole to a frog! 

In what ways was Christ transformed? 

1) His face shone as the __________ (Matthew 17:2). The sun shines so brightly a person cannot look directly 

at it without injuring his eyes! 

2) His raiment (garments) was white as ___________ (Matthew 17:2). 

3) His raiment was white and ___________________ (Luke 9:29). This word means His garments were 

flashing with the brilliance of lightning. 

4) His raiment became ________________, exceeding  ______________  as snow, so as no fuller on earth can 

white them (Mark 9:3). There is no launderer or bleach on the face of the earth that can make garments this 

white and brilliant (regardless of what the commercials and advertisements say!). 

Furthermore, all this probably took place at night! When the disciples woke up (Luke 9:32), they saw something 

which they never forgot. What they had seen was still fresh in Peter’s mind at the end of his life, for he wrote:  

"We were ____________________________ of His ______________________" (His magnificence and 

greatness)--2 Peter 1:16. The aged apostle John shared a similar testimony: "We beheld His 

_________________" (John 1:14, which is probably a reference to this unforgettable event!). 

The resplendent glory of God’s Son was veiled during most of His incarnate life and ministry (His first 

coming). The transfiguration was one of those rare times when His glory was allowed to shine forth (compare 

John 11:4,40-44; 18:4-6; 1 Cor.2:8). At the second coming, this inner glory will be outwardly displayed, even as 

it was on the holy mount (Matthew 16:27;  24:30; 25:31; Luke 9:26; Daniel 7:13-14). The disciples caught a 

preview of that glorious event! 

The word "transfigured" or "transformed" is used four times in the New Testament. Twice it is used of Christ, 

and twice it is used of that great inner transformation which God brings about in the heart of the believer.  

Please MATCH the following: 
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1. _____ Matthew 17:2   

2. _____ Mark 9:2 A.  Of Christ 

3. _____ Romans 12:2 B.  Of the Believer 

4. _____ 2 Corinthians 3:18   

  

"His raiment white and glistening, 

White as the glistening snow: 

His form a blaze of splendour, 

The like no sun can show 

His wondrous eyes resplendent  

In ecstasy of prayer; 

His radiant face transfigured 

To heaven’s own beauty there. 

 

 
Soon passed that scene of 

grandeur;                                                       

But steadfast, changeless, sure, 

Our blest transfiguration 

Is promised to endure, 

The manifested glory 

Of our great Lord to see, 

Shall change us to His likeness: 

As He is, we shall be.  
– George Rawson 

If you are really saved, Who is IN YOU (2 Corinthians 13:5; 4:6-7; Colossians 1:27; Galatians 2:20; John 

14:20)? ____________________ Is this Person being veiled, or do you allow Him to shine forth? How does the 

world (the speech, mannerisms, habits, expressions, fads, styles, amusements and philosophies of this sinful 

age) hinder this? (See Romans 12:2 which could be translated, "Stop letting the world squeeze you into its 

mold….") 

Since we are not able to share the experience which Peter, James and John had, how can we, as believers, see 

the glory of the Lord today (2 Corinthians 3:18; compare Luke 24:26-27)?  

Note: The life-changing truth of 2 Corinthians 3:18 is wonderfully illustrated in a classic short story: The Great 

Stone Face, by Nathaniel Hawthorne. 

  

The Intriguing Conversation 

Two men suddenly appeared with Jesus on the mount: 1) _____________________ (representing the law), and 

2) ___________________ (representing the prophets). What were these men doing (Matthew 17:3)? 

____________________________ What was the subject of their conversation (Luke 9:31)? His 

______________________ 

The word "decease" is the Greek word "exodus" (Hebrews 11:22) which means "going out, departure" and this 

word clearly refers to the Lord’s coming death and departure from this world (Matthew 16:21). The significance 

of Christ’s death was understood by saints in heaven, if not by men on earth (see Matthew 16:22). Moses and 

Elijah knew that they were in paradise "on credit." Their sins had been "passed over" (Romans 3:25 – the word 

"remission" means "passing over, letting sins go unpunished"), and they were anticipating the day when the 



Dr. H. Duane Bilderback – A.R.M.O.R. Center Ministries Page 50 
 

complete payment would be made for their sins (compare Hebrews 10:4,11-12). This was the theme of their 

conversation. [Note: Both the law and the prophets (represented by Moses and Elijah) predicted the death of 

Messiah (Luke 24:25-27).] 

In this scene, we can see a picture of the kinds of people who will be involved in Christ’s 1000 year Kingdom: 

1. _____ the glorified King A.  The Lord Jesus 

2. _____ glorified believers B. Peter, James and John 

3. _____ believers who enter the kingdom in their 

natural, mortal bodies 

C. Moses and Elijah 

 

The Foolish Suggestion 

When Peter awoke from his sleep (Luke 9:32), he saw the Lord in His majesty and Moses and Elijah with Him. 

As Moses and Elijah were about to leave (Luke 9:33), Peter (perhaps wanting to prolong the experience) blurted 

out his nonsensical statement as found in Matthew 17:4--"Lord, it is good for us to be here; if Thou wilt, let us 

make here three tabernacles; one for Thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah."   The term "tabernacle" 

indicated a "tent" or a "temporary dwelling place." Certainly the Lord was not about to dwell for any length of 

time on a mountain. The urgency of His mission demanded that He come down from the mountain and begin 

His determined march to the cross (Luke 9:51). 

Did Peter know what he was talking about (Mark 9:6; Luke 9:33)? ______ Peter did what we often do. He 

spoke first and did his thinking afterward (compare Matthew 16:22; 26:35; John 13:8-9, etc.)! Later in his life, 

however, Peter did some careful thinking about a tabernacle, and he realized that it would not be good to stay in 

a tabernacle for too long. In 2 Peter 1:13-15 Peter wrote these sensible and thoughtful words: 

I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle (same word as in Matthew 17:4 – a temporary dwelling place, 

in this case referring to his body), to stir you up by putting you in remembrance; knowing that shortly I must put 

off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath showed me (see John 21:16-19).  Moreover I will 

endeavor that ye may be able after my decease (same word as in Luke 9:31 – referring to his departure or death) 

to have these things always in remembrance. 

In the next three verses Peter spoke of his remarkable experience in the mount of transfiguration! It would be 

far better to leave the tabernacle and to depart and be with Christ (Philippians 1:21-23)!  

  

The Heavenly Commendation 

While Peter was still speaking, a bright cloud (signifying God’s glorious presence) overshadowed the group, 

and the voice of God the Father was clearly heard (Matthew 17:5):  "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 

well. pleased."  Christ pleased God because He __________________       ________     __________________ 

(Romans 15:3)! 

God the Father's words on this mountain were the same as God's words at the Lord's baptism (Matthew 3:17), 

with one additional phrase added: 

"Hear Ye Him" 

(Be hearing and obeying Him!!!) 

How well did Peter hear the Lord in Matthew 16:21-22? In these last days, how does God speak to men 

(Hebrews 1:1-2)? _________________________________ 

In 2 Peter 1:17-18 the aged apostle reminds his readers that he actually heard the voice of God from heaven, a 

privilege which none of Peter’s readers and none of us living today could have. But what do we have today that 

is totally sufficient for our living and dying (2 Peter 1:19-21)? 

_____________________________________________ 
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The kingdom will surely come! Christ has already given a preview! As we live between the Lord’s two 

comings, may we HEAR and HEED all that the King says to us in His written Word! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 10 

The Royal Entry of Christ 

 

Our Lord’s final week before the cross was marked by sharp contrasts. The multitudes cried saying, "Hosanna 

Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord." Then only a few days later they cried, "Crucify Him!"  The 

city of Jerusalem rejoiced at the Lord’s triumphal entry; soon thereafter Christ wept over the city (Luke 19:41). 

The people eagerly looked for the Crown but failed to see their need for the Cross. They wanted a King who 

would deliver them from the domination of the Romans, but they rejected a Saviour who would deliver them 

from the domination of sin. They cried for political freedom, but they cared little that they were in bondage to 

sin (John 8:33). They looked for a miracle-performing King (Luke 19:37) who could put food in their stomachs 

(John 6:26), but refused His personal rule over their lives. 

People cried "HOSANNA" (Matthew 21:9), a Hebrew or Aramaic expression which means "SAVE NOW" 

(Psalm 118:25-26), but we must ask, What did they want to be saved from? From the Romans? From political 

oppression? From sin and death? Does a person want political deliverance, financial deliverance, physical 

deliverance or spiritual deliverance? What kind of deliverance is most important? Consider a soldier on the 

battlefield with bombs and bullets and hand grenades flying over his head. In desperation he cries out, "God, 

save me!" What does he want to be saved from? Consider a hospital patient about to undergo open heart 

surgery.  Just as they are about to put him to sleep he cries, "Lord, please save me!" Do you think this person 

was concerned about being saved from the wrath of a holy God, or was he more afraid of the surgeon's knife? 

According to Matthew 10:28, what should we be more afraid of? 

__________________________________________________ What kind of deliverance do you think the Jews 

wanted in Matthew 21? 

The Detailed Preparation 

Read Matthew 21:1-3. Did the Lord know exactly what He wanted? ______ Did He give explicit and detailed 

instructions? ______  Do you get the impression that a plan is being carefully carried out according to God’s 
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perfect schedule? ______ Why did the Lord need these two animals (Matthew 21:3) and why was all this done 

(Matthew 21:4-5)?  _________________________________________________________ 

It was absolutely necessary for Christ to enter the city of Jerusalem on a donkey because hundreds of years 

earlier Zechariah had predicted this very thing. Where is this important prophecy about the Messiah found?  

Zechariah 9, verse _____   In this verse, the people are told to rejoice and shout because "thy __________    

______________ unto thee."   Thus, in Matthew 21 we are reading about a very unique and special day when 

Christ the King officially came to Jerusalem. That Christ recognized the full significance of this day is seen in 

Luke 19:42,44. 

Matthew was careful to quote only Zechariah 9:9 (see Matthew 21:5) and not verse 10 which describes the 

Messiah’s peaceful kingdom and universal rule. The King had arrived, but He did not occupy the King’s throne. 

Will God someday fulfill the prophecy found in Zechariah 9:10? _____ When? 

________________________________ When the Lord Jesus presented Himself as King the first time, He came 

as One who was M__________ (Matthew 21:5) and L____________ (Zech. 9:9). How will the King come the 

second time (Matthew 24:30)?______________________________________________ If Zechariah 9:9 was 

exactly fulfilled in every detail, what does that tell us about the fulfillment of Matthew 24:30? 

____________________________________________________ 

 

 

The Public Presentation 

As you read Matthew chapter 21, you can’t help but be impressed with the public nature of this event. Jesus 

came boldly, noisily and defiantly (John 11:57--there was a price on His head!) into the city. As a result, 

"________     __________      ________________  was moved" (Matthew 21:10). The Lord wanted to attract 

attention to Himself! The time had come! 

This public policy was completely unlike the tenor of our Lord’s ministry prior to this time. Previously Jesus 

was very careful to avoid publicity and at times He would shy away from crowds (especially if they tried to 

make Him King–John 6:15). Compare Matthew 8:4; 17:9; Mark 7:36; 8:26; Luke 4:34-35; etc. When Peter and 

the other disciples understood that Jesus was the Christ (God’s anointed KING), did the Lord tell them to 

announce this fact to everyone they would meet (Matthew 16:20)? ______ But, in Matthew 21, they were told 

to "hush" no longer! Indeed, our Lord’s public policy is illustrated quite clearly in Luke 19:37-40. In verse 38, 

what great title did the people give to Jesus? ________ The protest of the Pharisees is seen in verse 39. Some of 

these leaders said, "Master, rebuke thy disciples." Perhaps these jealous and sharp-eyed religious leaders of 

Israel knew that on former occasions the Lord had strictly enjoined silence upon His disciples with reference to 

who He was. But now, as He rides into the city, they hear the shouts of the people acclaiming Him openly as 

the "King." Yet no rebuke came forth from the lips of Jesus! In fact, if the disciples should keep quiet, who 

would publicize and advertise the coming of the King (Luke 19:40)? ______________________________ 

Why did Jesus want everyone to know that Israel’s Messiah-King was entering the city? One important reason 

is as follows:   In Acts 2:22-24,36; 3:13-15; 4:10 (after the death and resurrection), Peter preached to the Jewish 

people and accused them of murdering the Messiah. Because of the public entry of Christ into Jerusalem, no 

Jew would be able to say, "But I never knew that Jesus of Nazareth claimed to be Israel’s Messiah."  No, Jesus 

came into the city in such a way that the multitudes acclaimed Him as King. It was an event so public that no 

one could miss it! 

When the Lord rode into the city, there were not just a few people along the side of the road. Matthew tells us 

there was "a  __________    _____________      ________________________" (21:8). Why were there so 

many people present on this occasion? Consider the following factors: 

1) In Luke 10:1 we learn that Jesus sent ______ of His disciples (35 teams) into those cities where He Himself 

would be going. What was the message these men proclaimed (Luke 10:9)? 

________________________________________ [The King is coming! The Kingdom is so near it is almost 

here!] As a result of this mission (followed up by a personal visit by the Lord Himself), many knew about Jesus 

and were anticipating the kingdom of God. 
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2) Read John 12:9-18. What great miracle had Jesus recently performed? 

________________________________ Many people "______________that He had done this 

_________________" (John 12:18) and the news of this great event had spread far and near. 

3)  The celebration of the P______________ was near at hand (John 12:1), and large crowds of Jews had come 

to the holy city to observe this great feast. Josephus, the Jewish historian, states that during one Passover in the 

days of Nero (first century A.D.) 256,500 Passover lambs were sacrificed, which (if his figures are correct) 

would mean that over 2,700,200 (almost 3 million) Jews were in Jerusalem (Wars 6,9,3)! One lamb was 

sacrificed for about every ten people. 

When the King of the Jews entered the capital city, Jerusalem was packed to capacity! The same thing was 

true a few days later when the true __________________ lamb was sacrificed (1 Corinthians 5:7). 

  

 

 

The Stirring Acclamation 

As the King rode on the donkey, the multitude "________________ their ________________ in the way" 

(Matthew 21:8). Why did the people do such a thing? In 2 Kings 9:13 the people took their garments and put 

them under Jehu and blew with the trumpets, saying, "J_________ is K_________." Thus, in Matthew 21, the 

Jews by their actions were saying, "J _____________ is K__________!" 

The people also cut down ____________________ from the trees and placed them before the King as He 

entered (Matthew 21:8). What kind of branches were these (John 12:13)? _________________________ 

According to Alfred Edersheim (The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah), it was customary for people in the 

East to welcome a King, a conqueror, or a deliverer in such a way.  

Not only did the multitudes acknowledge Him as King by their actions, but also by their words! What title did 

the people give to Jesus in Matthew 21:9? The S_____     ____      ____________ (Such a title is appropriate 

only for the Messiah-King. The Jews knew that their promised King would be a descendant of David. Compare 

Matthew 12:23; 22:41-42; Jeremiah 23:5; 33:15; etc.) What did the people call Jesus in Luke 19:38? the 

K__________  What did they call Him in John 12:13? The K_________     ____    ________________ 

What were the words that the crowd shouted, as recorded in all four of the gospel records (Matthew 21:9; Mark 

11:9; Luke 19:38; John 12:13)? 

____________________________________________________________________________ These words are 

taken from Psalm 118:25-26 ("Save now" = Hosanna). This was a very familiar passage to the Jewish people. 

During the Passover season the Jews would recite and chant Psalms 113-118 (this group of Psalms was called 

the Hallel). Every Israelite knew these words by heart, and the Jews recognized Psalm 118 as one of the 

greatest of all the Messianic Psalms. As Jesus entered the city, they were essentially saying to Him, "You are 

the One that this Psalm is speaking of!  You are the Messiah-King who is coming in the Name of the Lord!" 
This Psalm was also very much a part of our Lord’s thinking during the final days before the cross. Read 

Matthew 21:42 where Jesus tells of His terrible rejection by the Jewish leaders. What verse was Jesus quoting? 

__________________ Jesus quoted from this Psalm once again in Matthew 23:37-39. When Jesus rode into the 

city the people acclaimed Him with their lips (compare Matthew 15:8). There is coming a future day when they 

will say these words from the heart (Matthew 23:39). Then shall the great King come to His people, to deliver 

them not only politically but spiritually (Romans 11:26)! 

The Prophetic Consummation 

Zechariah was not the only prophet who spoke about the coming of Israel’s Messiah-King. The prophet Daniel 

also wrote about the coming of M______________ the P______________ (Daniel 9:25). According to Daniel 

9:25, this great event (the coming of Messiah the Prince) marks the end (consummation) of a period of 69 (7 + 

62) weeks (each "week" or "heptad" being equal to seven years with each "prophetic" year containing 360 days-

-compare Revelation 12:6; 11:3; 11:2; 13:5 and Daniel 9:27). After this period of 69 weeks (483 "prophetic" 

years), what important event would take place according to Daniel 9:26? 
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_________________________________________________ Following this event the Romans would come and 

destroy "the _________________ and the ______________________________" (Daniel 9:26; Luke 19:41-44). 

This can be illustrated by the following chart: 

 
The royal entry of Christ was an event that God had clearly marked on His calendar, and when Christ rode into 

the city He was not a day early or a day late! The second coming of Christ is another event which is clearly 

marked on God’s calendar. The Father, though, has not showed His date book to us (Matthew 24:36)!  Yet we 

can be sure that everything is taking place according to His schedule! 

  

The Millennial Expectation 

Though the King was rejected and crucified (and "cut off") following His royal entry, He still gave the people 

of Israel a foretaste of what the kingdom would be like. Consider the following facts:  

   

The Messianic King was personally present in His own temple (compare 
Matthew 21:12,23 with Malachi 3:1). 
   
The Greedy Ones were cast out (compare Matthew 21:12-13 with Ezekiel 
34:1-10). 
   
The Word of the Lord was going forth in instruction from Jerusalem 
(compare Luke 19:47 with Isaiah 2:2-3). 
   
The Healing Hand of the King was upon all those who were suffering 
physical affliction (compare Matthew 21:14 with Isaiah 35:4-6).  

Such a foretaste should make the believer long for the day when Christ shall truly be on His throne in 

Jerusalem. Just as Christ came on the donkey the first time (that’s history, the Scriptures have been fulfilled--

Matthew 21:7), so He will come on the horse the second time (that’s prophecy, the Scriptures must be 
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fulfilled--Revelation 19:11) to descend to earth and establish His millennial kingdom. What a certain and 

blessed expectation! THE KING IS COMING! 

  

The Sorrowful Lamentation 

When the King came near to Jerusalem, He beheld the city, and ____________over it (Luke 19:41). The crowds 

rejoiced, but the Saviour wept because He knew that within a short time the acclamation of the fickle multitude 

would be turned into a savage demand for His death. 

Our Lord’s lament (a strong expression of grief and sorrow) over the city of Jerusalem is recorded in Matthew 

23:37. What would the Lord have done for the Jewish people if they had only let Him? 

_______________________________________________________________ What three words in this verse 

show Israel’s terrible refusal and unwillingness to let God do His gracious work? 

_____________________________  Since they refused God’s blessing, what must God do (Matthew 23:38; 

24:1-2)? _____________________________________________________________________ 

(Note: This terrible destruction of Jerusalem was fulfilled in 70 A. D. by the Romans under General Titus.) 

All that God would do, if His people would only let Him! The Lord stretched forth His hands to Israel to give 

them His very best, but because they were disobedient and rebellious they refused (what verse in Romans 

chapter 10 teaches this? ______________).  In 2 Chronicles 36:15, what did the LORD God do for His people? 

_____________________________________________________ Why did He do this? 

_____________________________________________________ What did the people do (36:16)? 

_____________________________________________  Since they refused God’s message and God’s mercy, 

how did God have to deal with them? ________________________________________________ 

In Psalm 81:10, what promise did God give? ________________________________ What was the only thing 

Israel had to do (81:10)? _________________________________________ (Note: Just think of baby birds 

being fed by mother bird!) How did Israel respond to God’s gracious promise and provision (Psalm 81:11)? 

____________________________________________________ What verse shows God’s sorrowful lament 

over His people? _________  

What would God have done for them if they had only obeyed Him (Psalm 81:14-16)? 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What did God do as a result of their stubborn rebellion (81:12)? 

__________________________________________________________________________________  

In Jeremiah 6:16 what does God promise His people? _____________________________________________  

What did the people say? ___________________________________ Compare verse 17. What then must God 

do (6:19)? ___________________________________________ What did God promise in Isaiah 30:15? 

_________________________________ What three words show the people’s tragic rejection of God’s 

gracious offer? ________________________________ 

In all these passages we have seen that God is very willing! The question is: Are you??? Christ Jesus comes to 

each person, willing to be King of his life! Think of all that Christ would do in that person’s life if he would 

only let Him rule and reign! Are you willing to let Him be your Saviour, Master and King? Or, will you refuse 

and cause the Lord to lament over you and say, "All that I would have done in (write your own name)  

                               's life, but he/she would not (was not willing, refused His Lordship and Kingship)." Please, 

don’t rob yourself of all that God is, and all that God has for you! 

"Living for Jesus a life that is true, 

Striving to please Him in all that I do;  

Yielding allegiance, glad-hearted and free, 

This is the pathway of blessing for me. 
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O Jesus, Lord and Saviour, 

I give myself to Thee, 

For Thou, in Thy atonement, 

Didst give Thyself for me; 

I Own no other Master, 

My heart shall be Thy throne; 

My life I give, hence forth to Live, 

Christ, for Thee alone." 

                    –Thomas O. Chisholm 

 

CHAPTER 11 

The Agony of Christ 

  

The Dreadful Hour 

Did you know that the Lord Jesus once cried out to be saved? In John 12:27 Jesus said, "Father, 

_____________ Me ___________ this ___________." On the evening before His death on Calvary’s cross, 

Jesus went to a place called ____________________ to pray (Mark 14:32). It was there that Jesus became 

deeply troubled, and He fell on the ground and prayed that if it were __________________, the ____________ 

might __________ from Him (Mark 14:35). Jesus, in His perfect humanity, did not want to face this dreadful 

hour. Jesus had anticipated this hour (He had seen it and known about it in advance), but now when the hour 

was very, very near (see Matthew 26:45: "the ____________ is ____    __________), as a real Man, He 

naturally shrank from it. What was this hour that the Lord spoke of? 

To determine the exact meaning, of "the hour," please study the following passages: John 7:30; 8:20 (compare 

Mark 14:41,43,46 where the Lord allows His captors to lay their hands on Him); John 12:23-24 (How is "the 

hour" defined by these two verses?); John 12:27 (compare verses 32-33 which speak about His 

_______________); John 13:1; 17:1. 

Though the Lord’s desire was to be saved from this terrible death, He knew that it was for this very purpose that 

He had come into the world (John 12:27–"Save me...but for this cause I came").  Why did the Lord Jesus come 

into this world?  Please do the following MATCHING problem: 

Jesus came... 
1.________to save sinners. 

 

A. Luke 19:10 

 

B. Mark 10:45 

 

C. 1 Timothy 1:15  

D. John 10:10-11 

 

E. Matthew 1:21 

 

F. John 3:17; 12:47 

2.________ not to condemn (judge) the world but to provide 

salvation for it.  

3.________to save His people from their sins.  

4.________to seek and to save the lost ones. 

5. ________ to give us life through His death.  

6. ________ to give His life a ransom for many. 

Jesus wanted to be saved from this hour only "if it were ________________" (Mark 14:35), but the Father 

knew that if Jesus were to be saved, then it would be impossible for sinful men to be saved.  God did not save 

Jesus from that hour so that we could be saved from sin. He died and tasted death for every man (Hebrews 2:9) 
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so that we would never taste death (John 8:51-52; 11:25-26).  Later at the foot of the cross, men cried out to 

Jesus saying, "_________    _______________and _________      _________ from the ___________" (Mark 

15:30). But it was for this very purpose that He had come into the world! If Christ had come down from the 

cross, salvation for sinners would have been impossible! In Luke 23:35 the rulers derided Christ by saying, "He 

_____________ others; let Him _____________   ______________." But our Lord knew that if He should save 

Himself, it would be impossible for others to be saved. Our Saviour loved us so much He was willing to pass 

through that terrible hour of death! 

In John 12:27-28, Jesus presented two prayer requests before the Father. His minor (comparatively 

unimportant) prayer request was given in verse 27:  "Father, ___________    _______ from this hour." His 

major (extremely important) prayer request was given in verse 28: "Father, ______________ thy name." 

Which prayer request did the Father answer (verse 28 and compare John 17:1)? 

____________________________________________________ Jesus wanted to be saved from that dreadful 

hour, but there was something He wanted even more! What is it that you want more than anything else? What 

are your major prayer requests?  To do well in school?  To be free from sickness?  To have the right kind of 

relationships with friends, parents, etc.? Is there something more major and more important than all of these 

things? 

The Terrifying Cup 

Not only did Jesus pray that the hour might pass from Him (Mark 14:35), but He also made the following 

similar request (Mark 14:36):  "___________ away this __________ from me." Compare Matthew 26:39. From 

these verses, it is evident that there was something in view which the blessed Lord had never encountered 

before--there was a "cup" being prepared for Him of which He had not yet drunk. In His sinless humanity, Jesus 

shrank from the awful prospect of drinking from this cup. 

What was this "cup" and what was it filled with?  The contents of a cup can either be good or bad: a blessing or 

a curse. Because of our Lord’s strong aversion to this cup, it obviously contained something terrible. Study the 

following verses which may help to shed light on what was contained in this cup: Psalm 11:6 (Who is this cup 

for? _____________________); Psalm 75:8 (Who shall drink from this cup? ______________________);  

Isaiah 51:17,22; compare Revelation 14:10; 16:19. 

According to John 18:11, who gave this cup to Jesus to drink?  

the devil  

the Father  

wicked men  

the Jewish leaders  

Judas  
Why would God the Father give His beloved Son something terrible to drink? Why did the Father give to Jesus 

that cup which the wicked should drink? The answer to these questions is found in 2 Corinthians 5:21. When 

Christ died on the cross He was made _______ for us. Galatians 3:13 says that when Christ hung on the cross 

He was made a _____________ for us.  

How does God deal with sin? 
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How does God deal with the believing sinner? 

 
God deals with the believer in grace.  God pours out upon the believer His mercy and love and kindness which 

the believer does not deserve at all. 

How does God deal with the person who refuses to come to Christ for salvation (see Romans 2:8-9; Ephesians 

5:5-6; Colossians 3:5-6)?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________ 

Our Saviour drank a cup of wrath without mercy, that we might drink a cup of mercy without wrath! 

In the garden, the Lord was anticipating the cross. In John 18:4 we learn that Jesus knew "_____     

_______________  that should come upon him."    He knew what was ahead. He saw the tidal wave of God’s 

wrath coming because of our sin. C. H. Mackintosh in his Notes on Leviticus (page 65) says it this way: 
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In Gethsemane, He was anticipating the cross; at Calvary, He was actually enduring it. In Gethsemane, "there 

appeared an angel unto Him from heaven strengthening Him (Luke 22:43);" at Calvary, He was forsaken of all. 

There was no angelic ministry there. In Gethsemane He addresses God as "Father," (Luke 22:42) thus enjoying 

the full communion of that ineffable relationship; but at Calvary, He cries, "My God, My God, why hast Thou 

forsaken Me?" (Matthew 27:46). Here the Sin-bearer looks up and beholds the throne of Eternal Justice 

enveloped in dark clouds, and the countenance of Inflexible Holiness averted from Him, because He was being 

made sin for us" (2 Cor. 5:21). 

In the garden, Jesus had two prayer requests. His minor prayer request was this: "Take away _________     

________ from me" (Mark 14:36). His major prayer request was this: "Thy _________ be ___________ " 

(Matthew 26:42).  The Father did not answer the minor prayer request, but He did answer the major prayer 

request. After His thrice repeated prayer in the garden, Jesus knew that it was the Father’s will for Him to 

_______________ the cup (John 18:11). Jesus wanted the cup to pass from Him (Matthew 26:39), but what did 

He want even more (compare John 4:34)? _______________________________________ Our Saviour was 

submissive and obedient to the Father's will, even unto death (Philippians 2:8)!  Amazing love! 

The Sorrowful Saviour 

It is very difficult for us to really understand the agony that the Lord experienced there in the garden as He 

anticipated His death for sinners. Here is profound mystery, and there is much we cannot comprehend. Let us 

prayerfully and carefully consider some of the things the Bible says about our Lord’s difficult experience in 

Gethsemane. 

Sudden Amazement 

In Mark 14:33, we discover that Jesus "began to be greatly (sore) ________________." He was filled with 

astonishment. As the Saviour saw the ingredients of the terrible cup that was being mixed for Him, He was 

struck with terror and overwhelmed. As D. Edmond Hiebert has commented, “Jesus had long foreseen His 

coming death, but now that the shadow of the actual cross fell upon Him, He felt the shuddering horror of the 

terrible ordeal. It came with stunning effect” (Mark, p. 358). 

  

Extreme Sorrow 

We read in Matthew 26:37 that Jesus began to be S____________________.  This word means “to become 

grieved, sad, sorrowful; to be in pain.” It is used in 1 Thessalonians 4:13 with regard to the Thessalonian 

Christians who were sorrowful because they were separated from their loved ones who had died. Jesus would 

soon be separated from His loved One.  The wonderful love relationship and intimate fellowship between the 

Lord Jesus and the Father would soon be broken (compare Matthew 27:46). Every believer knows how terrible 

it is to be out of fellowship with the Father because of sin. How much more terrible it must have been for the 

sinless Saviour to be abandoned by the Father because of our sins. No wonder Jesus said, "My soul is 

exceedingly ________________________, even unto ________________" (Matthew 26:38). 

 

Deep Trouble 

Not only was Jesus overwhelmed with amazement and sorrow, but Matthew 26:37 also says He became very 

_____________________. This word means He became very troubled and distressed as the hour of His death 

drew near. On another occasion Jesus was moved in a similar way as He anticipated the cross: “Now is my soul 

__________________________" (John 12:27). This is a different word but similar in meaning. It carries the 

idea of being deeply disturbed or even terrified. Such verses remind us that the cross was the most difficult 

thing Jesus ever had to face. With great ease Christ created the universe (Colossians 1:16); with great difficulty 

Christ redeemed sinful men. You will never face a problem or difficulty as great as the one Jesus faced. It is 

therefore of great encouragement to know that our Saviour knows what we go through. He has been through it 

already, and He has been through far, far more (Hebrews 2:17-18; 4:15-16)! 

 

Awful Agony 
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Luke tells us that Jesus prayed, being in A______________ (Luke 22:44). This is a word that is used of athletes, 

such as runners or wrestlers, who would be struggling in the midst of a great conflict or athletic contest. “As 

the powers of darkness closed in on Him and the imminence of the cross pressed upon Him, He found Himself 

in a conflict the like of which He had never before experienced” (J. Oswald Sanders). The mental and emotional 

agony of this experience was so great that it even affected the Lord physically. Luke, the physician, describes it 

as follows:  "His sweat was, as it were, great  ___________ of _____________ falling down to the 

_______________" (Luke 22:44). According to medical authorities, it is apparently possible under conditions 

of great strain for certain capillaries to dilate (enlarge and expand) to such an extent that they will burst. When 

this happens in the vicinity of sweat glands, blood and sweat will be exuded (oozed out) together. In such a case 

the drops of sweat would be colored with blood. This was but a small outward evidence of the great inner agony 

that the Son of man was experiencing as the shadow of the cross drew nigh. Hebrews 5:7 also gives us a 

description of Christ in Gethsemane. 

If the mere anticipation of Calvary produced such an agonizing experience, what must the experience of the 

cross itself have been like? Yet our Saviour was fully prepared to face all that was ahead (see Mark 14:41-42)! 

It was His supreme desire for the Father's glory and will, and His amazing love for those He came to save that 

made Him go to Calvary's cross! 

His life had also its sorrow sore, 

For aloes had a part; 

And when I think of the cross He bore, 

My eyes with teardrops start. 

Out of the ivory palaces, 

Into a world of woe, 

Only His great, eternal love 

Made my Saviour go. 

                    --Henry Barraclough 

  

  

The following is supplemental material: 

Did Christ Pay the Penalty for our sins in the Garden of Gethsemane? 

"Who His own self bore our sins in His own body ON THE TREE"  

                    (1 Peter 2:24). 

A common teaching of Reformed men is that the Lord's death on the cross was not the only place where sin's 

penalty was paid. They also connect the payment of this penalty with our Lord's sufferings apart from and prior 

to Calvary's cross. They often point to the Lord's sufferings in the Garden of Gethsemane as being a time when 

the Lord Jesus was suffering as the Divine Substitute for man's sins.   

In light of the Reformed doctrine of "vicarious law-keeping," such a view is not surprising.  If Christ's righteous 

acts were substitutionary, and if His law-keeping righteousness was imputed to the believer's account, then it 

would follow that our Lord's non-cross sufferings should also be substitutionary and expiatory.  Reformed men 

teach that His sufferings throughout life were expiatory, but the Bible teaches no such thing.  See Vicarious 

Law-Keeping (Christ's Active Righteousness). 
Here are some quotes by Reformed men who share this view: 

John R. W. Stott, Rector of All Soul Church, London, (British Evangelical) explains that 

the sufferings of Christ in the Garden of  Gethsemane are of such magnitude that they are 

equivalent to hell:  “We may even dare to say that our sins sent Christ to "hell," not to the 

"hell" (hades, the abode of the dead) to which the Creed says he  "descended" after death, 

but to the "hell" (gehenna, the place of  punishment) to which our sins condemned him 

before his body died...God in Christ endured it in our place. (The Cross of Christ, p. 79, 

161)  

http://www.middletownbiblechurch.org/reformed/vicarlaw.htm
http://www.middletownbiblechurch.org/reformed/vicarlaw.htm
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C. H. Spurgeon - “I do not know whether what Adam Smith supposes is correct, that in 

the garden of Gethsemane Christ did pay more of a price (for our sins) than he did even on 

the cross; but I am quite convinced that they are very foolish who get to such refinement 

that they think the atonement was made on the cross and nowhere else at all” (A Treasury 

of Spurgeon on the Life and Work of our Lord,  Grand  Rapids, MI: Baker, 1979, p.119)  

C. H. Spurgeon - "I feel myself only fit to be cast into the lowest hell; but I go to 

Gethsemane, and I peer under those gnarled olive trees, and I see my Saviour. Yes, I see 

him wallowing on the ground in anguish, and I hear such groans come from him as never 

came from human breast before. I look upon the earth and I see it red with his blood and, 

while his face is smeared with gory sweat, and I say to myself, 'My God, my Saviour what 

aileth thee?' I hear him reply, 'I am suffering for thy sin.'" (A Treasury of Spurgeon on the 

Life and Work of our Lord,  Grand  Rapids, MI: Baker, 1979,  p.131) 

Matthew Henry - (speaking of Christ's sufferings in the Garden) "He was now bearing the 

iniquities which the Father laid upon him, and, by his sorrow and amazement, he 

accommodated himself to his undertaking. The sufferings he was entering upon were for 

our sins, and they were all to meet upon him and he knew it." (Commentary on the Whole 

Bible, Matthew to John, Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1991, p. 320) 

F. W. Krummacher is one of the worst offenders in this regard. His chapters in The 

Suffering Saviour pertaining to the Garden of Gethsemane are too long to be included here. 

There are at least two key reasons why we know that our Lord was not bearing our sins in His own body in the 

Garden of Gethsemane.  1) In His prayers in the Garden, the Lord always addressed God as "Father" (see 

Matthew 26:39,42,44; etc.).  It is unthinkable that the Lord Jesus would have addressed God as "Father" at a 

time when God was acting as the Holy Judge, pouring out His terrible wrath upon the Substitute of sinners.  

There could be no enjoyment of the Father/Son relationship at such a time (compare Matthew 27:46).  If He 

were forsaken by God in the Garden, then how could He address Him as "Father"?  2) Immediately following 

His time in the Garden, the Lord Jesus said, "The cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?" 

(John 18:11).  Notice that the drinking of the cup of God's wrath was yet FUTURE.  He had not yet partaken of 

that cup.  He would drink of that cup on the tree (1 Pet. 2:24).   

The Lord's anguish in the Garden was anticipatory of Calvary's cross.  It did not involve His suffering for our 

sins, but it anticipated this awesome event.  C. H. Mackintosh explained: 

It is evident there was something in prospect which the blessed Lord had never encountered before,--there was a 

"cup" being filled out for Him of which He had not yet drunk.  If He had been a sin-bearer all His life, then why 

this intense "agony" at the thought of coming in contact with sin and enduring the wrath of God on account of 

sin?  What was the difference between Christ in Gethsemane and Christ at Calvary if He were a sin-bearer all 

His life? There was a material difference; but it is because He was not a sin-bearer all His life.  What is the 

difference?  In Gethsemane, He was anticipating the cross; at Calvary, He was actually enduring it.  In 

Gethsemane, "there appeared an angel unto Him from heaven, strengthening Him"; at Calvary, He was forsaken 

of all.  There was no angelic ministry there.  In Gethsemane, He addresses God as "Father," thus enjoying the 

full communion of that ineffable relationship; but at Calvary, He cries, "My God, my God, why hast thou 

forsaken me?"  Here the Sin-bearer looks up and beholds the throne of Eternal Justice enveloped in dark clouds, 

and the countenance of inflexible Holiness averted from Him, because He was being "made sin for us."  [Cited 

by Chafer, Volume III of the Eight Volume set of Systematic Theology, p. 40] 

For a fuller discussion of these important points, see L. S. Chafer, Volume III of the Eight Volume set of 

Systematic Theology, page 36 and following (the section is entitled "Sufferings in Life"). 

William Kelly, in his notes on 1 Peter 2:24 [Two Nineteenth Century Versions of the N.T., Present Truth 

Publishers, NJ, pages 647-648], answers the unbiblical theory and utterly false doctrine that Christ bore our sins 

throughout His earthly life: 
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The hypothesis is incompatible, not merely with the word used by the Holy Spirit here and everywhere else, but 

with the broadest and most solemn facts which the most unlettered of believers, taught of God, receive with awe 

and adoring gratitude. What meant that supernatural darkness which in the hours of broad daylight wrapt up the 

cross from a certain point?  What the cry of Him who had ever, in the fullest enjoyment of love, said "Father," 

but now "My God, my God, why didst thou forsake me?"...If He had been all His life bearing our sins, He must 

all His life have been abandoned by God who cannot look on sin with the least allowance.  But no: Isa. 53:6 

attests that Jehovah laid our iniquity on His Anointed when He hung on the tree....How unfounded is the idea 

that our Lord was bearing sins all His life!   

The following are just some of the passages which teach that our Lord's expiatory work of bearing our sins in 

His own body, took place in connection with His death on the cross, and did not include the many sufferings of 

His life on earth prior to the cross. 

"And, having made peace through the blood of his cross" (Col. 1:20). 

"Christ died for our sins" (1 Cor. 15:3). 

"All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way, and the LORD hath laid on him 

the iniquity of us all" (Isaiah 53:6).  Please notice that this passage is quoted in 1 Peter 2:24-25 where it is made 

clear that Christ's work of bearing the iniquity of us all took place "on the tree." 

As the animal sacrifices took place on the altar [the type], so the Lord's sacrifice took place on the altar of 

Calvary's cross [the antitype].  

The strong implication from Matthew 27:45-46 is that the three hours of darkness were the hours when Jesus 

was forsaken by His Father because it was then that our sins were laid upon Him.   So the hymn, "So might the 

sun in darkness hide, and shut His glories in, when Christ the mighty Maker died, for man the creature's sin." 

"Who was delivered for our offenses" (Rom. 4:24).  Compare Romans 8:32. 

"We were reconciled to God by the death of His Son" (Rom. 5:10; see verse 9, "by His blood"). 

"For He (the Father) hath made Him (Christ) to be sin for us, Who (Christ) knew no sin, that we might be made 

the righteousness of God in Him" (2 Cor. 5:21).  Though Christ was not a sinner, He was treated as a sinner 

when He was made a curse for us.  Though we are not righteous, we are treated as righteous because God sees 

the believing sinner in His righteous Son. 

Paul begins Galatians with this statement: "Who gave Himself for our sins" (Gal. 1:4) and he ends the book 

with this statement:  "God forbid that I should glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ."  The two 

statements are intimately and vitally connected. 

Christ became a curse for us when God poured out His wrath on our Substitute. When did He become a curse 

for us?  "On a tree" (see Gal. 3:13). 

Because of our SIN-BEARER we are made nigh (near) and we have been reconciled to God.  How and where 

did this take place?  "By the blood of Christ....by the cross" (see Eph. 2:13,16). 

We were redeemed with the precious blood of Christ (1 Pet. 1:18-19). 

"Who His own self bore our sins in His own body on the tree" (1 Pet. 2:24). 

"For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to 

death in the flesh, but made alive by the Spirit" (1 Pet. 3:18).  Two points to notice about this passage:  1) The 

phrase "once suffered for sins" clearly limits His bearing of sins to a specific time.  It was a one time act of 

redeeming love.  The phrase is not at all consistent with a lifetime of suffering for our sins;  2) Christ once 

suffered for our sins, and this is equated with His being "put to death."  Thus, it is His death sufferings that are 

involved, not His sufferings throughout His incarnate life. 

"Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood" (Rev. 1:5). 

Paul did not glory in Gethsemane; He gloried in the cross (Gal. 6:14).  He did not preach the Garden; He 

preached the cross (1 Cor. 1:18; 2:2).  Peter did not teach that Christ bore our sins in His own body in the 

Garden, but on the tree (1 Pet. 2:24).    

                                                                                    --George Zeller (Nov. 2003) 
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CHAPTER 12 

The Arrest Of Christ 

 

 

The Kiss Of Love From A Heart Of Hate 

 

Following His agony in the garden (see Chapter 11), Jesus knew that the H____________ was  _____     

__________ (Matthew 26:45) and that He must soon D____________ from the terrible C______ which the 

Father had given to Him (John 18:11). 

  

When Judas appeared in the garden, with all those who were with him (Mark 14:43; John 18:3), do you think 

the Lord was taken by surprise (see Matthew 26:21-25; 26:46; John 18:4)? ______ Consider Luke 22:22 and 

explain how this verse declares both God’s sovereignty (God has devised a perfect plan) and man’s 

responsibility (man must face a just Judge) in the case of Judas. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Compare also Acts 2:23. 

 

Judas did not come alone. Matthew says that he had with him a G___________  M___________________ 

(Matthew 26:47). John, another eyewitness, gives the most complete description of those who came with Judas: 

"Judas then, having received a  ______________ of men (soldiers) and _____________________ from the 

chief priests and Pharisees" (John 18:3). The word "band" is a military term which refers to a Roman "cohort" 

which at full strength consisted of one-tenth of a LEGION (a legion was made up of 6,000 soldiers). Thus a 

cohort, at full strength, would equal 600 soldiers. Since Jerusalem was packed with people for the Passover 

feast, the Roman rulers had numerous soldiers on hand to stop any possible uprising or revolt. The Jewish 

leaders were thus able to procure the services of a Roman cohort to arrest Christ. Whether there were actually 

600 Roman soldiers present in the garden we cannot be sure, but certainly there was a vast number. 

 

The Jewish leaders had their officers as well (John 18:3– these were "temple-police"; compare Luke 22:52). 

Were the Jewish leaders deeply involved in the process of arresting the Lord Jesus (Mark 14:43; Matthew 

26:47; Luke 22:52)? _____ Thus the combined power of the Jews and Romans was brought against one 

unarmed Man! The children of darkness carried their lanterns and torches (John 18:3) so that they might seize 

the L__________ of the _____________ (John 8:12)! They were armed with swords and clubs and weapons 

(Mark 14:43; John 18:3) so that they might take the P____________ of P_____________ (Isaiah 9:6)! 

 

Judas had previously made arrangements with the enemies of Christ and given them a clear sign by which they 

could easily identify the One they should arrest. What was this sign or token (Mark 14:44)? 

_______________________________________ The word "to kiss" comes from a verb (phileo) which also 

means "to love, to show affection towards a friend or loved one." The noun (philos) means "friend." Judas 

performed this most horrible deed under the guise of friendship and loving affection. The word "kissed" as it is 

used in Mark 14:45 and Matthew 26:49 actually indicates that Judas kissed Jesus fervently (a kiss that was 

prolonged with a show of affection). Notice what the Lord said to Judas in Luke 22:48. It would have been far 

more appropriate (more in line with his real character) for Judas to have given another sign: "Whoever I shall 

spit upon, that is He, take Him and lead Him away." If you were in the Lord’s place, would you rather have 

Judas kiss you or spit upon you? _________________________________ At least the spitting would come 

http://www.middletownbiblechurch.org/lifeochr/lifeoc11.htm
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from an unpretending heart and it would be carried out from a greater distance. It would still be a terrible sin, 

but at least it would not be hypocritical. 

 

Before we say too much against Judas, let us search our own hearts. Do I really love the Lord Jesus or am I a 

phony pretender? Is my affection for Christ sincere? Do I "kiss" the Lord on Sunday while in church and then 

"betray" Him the rest of the week by the way I live and the things I do? Do I really belong with the disciples of 

Christ or do I belong with the enemies of Christ? 

  

 

The Captive Who Was In Complete Command 

 

Carefully read John 18:4-6. When the Lord identified Himself ("I AM"–compare John 14:26; 6:20; 8:24,28,58), 

what happened to the great host of soldiers and Jews? 

__________________________________________________  Did Judas fall with them (John 18:5-6)? ______ 

It must have been an amazing sight to see hundreds of trained Roman soldiers and a multitude of Jews on the 

ground and eleven disciples and one unarmed Jesus being the only ones on their feet! All this took place 

because Jesus simply said TWO WORDS ("I AM")!   

 

As the great multitude was getting back on their feet it was as if Jesus were saying, "Men, I’m going to give you 

permission to arrest Me, but before I do, I just wanted to remind you Who is really in control!" The Son of God 

was in complete command of the situation! He was simply reminding His supposed captors of a truth that He 

had already taught in John 10:11,17,18. Jesus willingly and voluntarily GAVE HIS LIFE, and thus they were 

able to take Him. Otherwise it would have been IMPOSSIBLE for them to take Him (compare John 7:30; 8:20; 

Luke 4:28-30; etc.)! What was it that made the Lord give Himself up (Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 5:2,25)? 

___________________________  If He was willing to do that, what response should this produce in me (1 John 

3:16-18; 4:9-11; John 13:34-35; 15:12-13)? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

The Prayer Jesus Never Prayed 

 

According to John 18:10-11, Peter rushed to the Lord’s rescue, and with a great zeal and poor aim, he sliced off 

the right ear of a man named Malchus! According to Luke the physician, what did Jesus do about this situation 

(Luke 22:51)? ____________________________  

Note: With the amazing spectacle of suddenly falling to the ground (John 18:6) and the supernatural healing of 

the ear of Malchus (Luke 22:51), the army that arrested Jesus was rendered without excuse! They could never 

say, "We had no reason to believe He was the Son of God!" 

 

The Lord had to inform Peter that He really did not need his help. He could have prayed, and the Father, 

without a second’s delay, would have given Him  ________    ________  twelve _______________ of 

____________ (Matthew 26:53). A LEGION at full strength consisted of 6,000 soldiers. Thus, if we use this 

figure, twelve legions would equal ___________________ soldiers. Would the Father have sent this many 

angels or more than this many? ______________________________ It’s hard to imagine such an immense 

angelic army! The Romans only had one cohort (perhaps as many as 600 soldiers) on duty to arrest Christ. A 

cohort is one-tenth of a legion. Twelve legions would contain how many cohorts? 

_________________________ Certainly one angel alone could easily wipe out an entire Roman cohort! If 
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Christ had made this request, then the Lord Himself and each of the eleven disciples would have had at least 

one complete legion of angels to protect them (more than twelve legions in total)! 

 

Did Jesus pray this prayer?  ______  Why not (John 18:11)? 

___________________________________________________________ He could not save Himself if He 

would save us! The Son of man __________ be lifted up on Calvary’s Cross (John 3:14; compare Matthew 

16:21)! Amazing love! 

 

Peter and the other disciples dispersed and fled like scared rabbits (Mark 14:50), even as Jesus had predicted 

(Matthew 26:31-35; note in verse 35, "all the disciples" said this!). Jesus was betrayed by one and forsaken by 

the rest. Later another young man (probably John Mark, the one who wrote the gospel of Mark) also fled (Mark 

14:51-52). "Alone Jesus faces His enemies, alone He suffers, and alone He is going to lay down His life, in 

order that all those who accept [receive] Him as their Savior and Lord may never be alone. Hallelujah, what a 

Savior!" --William Hendriksen 

 

About 53 days later, Peter once again took a sword and used it against the enemies of Christ, and this time he 

was successful! His sword did much more than slice off an ear; it pierced deeply into the hearts of thousands of 

people! This powerful sword was not made of metal, but it is described in Hebrews 4:12 and Ephesians 6:17. 

Peter is seen using this mighty sword in Acts chapter 2. How well did this sword penetrate (Acts 2:37)? 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

Instead of bringing death, Peter’s sword brought life to thousands (Acts 2:41 and compare Hebrews 4:12, 

"quick" or "living")! Moreover, the same sword Peter used is the very same sword which is available for your 

use today (compare 2 Corinthians 10:4)! 

 

Are you a submissive believer who rightly uses God’s Sword in the power of God’s Spirit? If so, let the 

enemies of God BEWARE!! 

 
 

CHAPTER 13 

The Trials Of Christ 

and Peter's Three Denials 

Following His arrest, the sinless Son of God was tried as a common criminal and sentenced to death. During the 

night and into the next morning a total of six trials were conducted--three by the Jews and three by the Romans. 

As we consider each of these horrendous trials, it will become quite clear who was really innocent and who was 

really guilty! 

1) Jesus Before Annas 

The Scripture tells us that immediately after His arrest, Jesus was led first to _______________ (John 18:13) for 

a preliminary examination. Who was this important person? 

Annas was perhaps the most powerful and influential man in Jerusalem. He served as the High Priest from 7-15 

A. D.  Even after he was deposed (removed from office) in 15 A. D. he still retained the title. See Luke 3:2; 

John 18:19, 22; and Acts 4:6 where he is called the "High Priest" even though he was not the actual High Priest. 

So great was his influence over the priestly party that five of his sons as well as his son in law 

C________________ (John 18:13) and his grandson Matthias each served as the High Priest. Josephus, the 

Jewish historian said this about Annas: 
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Annas proved a most fortunate man; for he had five sons, who had all performed the office of a high 

priest to God, and he had himself enjoyed that dignity a long time formerly.   (The Antiquities of the Jews, 

XX. ix. 1) 

Annas thus used his sons and relatives as his willing instruments. At the time of these events, Annas was a man 

of great age and experience, and also great wealth.  He reaped a huge profit from the terrible temple sales--see 

Matthew 21:12-13--which transformed the house of God into a den of _______________. Though not holding 

the actual office or title, he was considered the High Priest in the eyes of the people, and on any matter of great 

import, he was always the man to consult. We are not surprised, therefore, to learn that Jesus was led to Annas 

F___________ (John 18:13)! 

What two things did Annas ask Jesus about (John 18:19)? 

1. His D____________________  2. His D____________________ (teaching) 

By his questioning, Annas was insinuating that Jesus was gathering around Himself a band of followers (His 

disciples) with the possible intention of political insurrection and revolt against Rome. He wanted Jesus to say 

something (His doctrine) which would make Him appear as One who was seeking to overthrow Roman rule. 

He knew the Romans would gladly exterminate anyone guilty of, or even accused of, sedition or treason. In 

short, he wanted Jesus to say something by which He would incriminate Himself. 

Notice our Lord’s masterful response in John 18:20-21. It was as if He were saying, "I decline to be a witness 

against myself, and I demand that you produce honest witnesses as the law requires." Following this fair 

request, Jesus received unfair treatment from the hand of a wretched officer who "________________ Jesus 

with the ____________ of his ______________" (John 18:22). 

Awful Abuse #1 

This officer took his hand and struck the sinless Saviour in the face. His hand was not clenched in a fist, but it 

was his open hand that made contact--either a blow with the palm of the hand (cuff) or a strong slap with the 

hand and fingers. Even if Jesus had been an ordinary man and guilty of a terrible crime, He would not have 

deserved such brutal treatment. This was the first of many such blows to the face that Jesus would receive in the 

coming hours. 

Do you think the officer was able to answer the Lord’s question in John 18:23? _______ [Note: Verse 24 should 

be translated, "Then Annas sent Him bound unto Caiaphas the High Priest."  Thus, "the high priest" mentioned 

in John 18:19,22 must refer to Annas (the former High Priest) and not Caiaphas (the actual High Priest).] 

The Question Of Legality 

The trial before Annas was entirely ILLEGAL. It was held at night, contrary to Jewish law; no indictment (a 

formal written statement charging a person with an offense) was prepared; no witnesses were heard; no counsel 

or defense attorney was provided for the Defendant--all these things were required by Jewish law. The only 

thing which was provided for the Defendant was a brutal slap in the face! It was a mockery and travesty of 

justice. 

The other trials before the Jews were just as illegal and unfair. John James MaClaren (International Standard 

Bible Encyclopaedia, Vol. III, p. 1672) has set forth but some of the ways the law was violated:  

Some of the judges taking part in and directing the arrest (judges should not act as arresting officers)  

The examination before the trial (when Christ stood before Annas) and the attempt to obtain admissions  

Endeavors of the judges to procure the testimony of false witnesses  

Commencing and continuing the trial at night  

Examining and adjuring the accused in order to extort admissions from Him  

Rendering a verdict of guilty at the close of the night session, without allowing a day to intervene  

Holding the morning session on a feast day, and rendering a verdict at its close  

Rendering both verdicts without any legal evidence  

In other words, everything they did was wrong, unfair, unjust, perverted and contrary to proper legal procedure. 

They seemingly broke every law in the book!  They sought by any means possible (even illegal means) to 

condemn Jesus, but they are the ones who should have been condemned for their travesty of justice.  They 
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accused a Man of crimes He had never done and they wickedly condemned the H ________  O______ and the 

J_______ One (Acts 3:14)! 

2) Jesus Before Caiaphas And The Sanhedrin 

(Informal Trial Before Dawn) 

After His visit with Annas, where was Jesus taken next (John 18:24)? _________________________ This 

perverse priest is also described in John 18:13-14 (compare John 11:49-51). As to their character and hatred for 

Jesus, Caiaphas and Annas were like twins! 

Mark 14:55 tells us that all the C_______________ was gathered together for this nighttime occasion. This is a 

reference to the Jewish Sanhedrin, the ruling council. 

The Sanhedrin (under the leadership of Caiaphas and under the influence of Annas) found some 

_______________ witnesses (Matthew 26:59). Why did the testimony of these witnesses prove to be a great 

embarrassment to the Jewish leaders (Mark 14:56)? 

___________________________________________________ Finally two witnesses came forth with an 

accusation based on something Jesus had once said (Matthew 26:61). Compare John 2:19-21 and explain how 

the Jews (and these witnesses) misinterpreted what Jesus said. Did the testimony of these two witnesses carry 

much weight (Mark 14:59)?  _______ 

The Strange Silence 

Finally Caiaphas stood up and asked Jesus, "Answerest thou nothing? What is it which these witness against 

thee?" (Mark 14:60). What did our Lord say in return (Mark 14:61)? _____________________ 

Usually men try to defend themselves even when they know they are wrong (think about yourself when others 

accuse you, whether rightly or wrongly). In this case, the Lord Jesus was completely blameless and innocent, 

and He had every right to defend Himself against the unjust charges that were being hurled at Him. We marvel, 

therefore, at His silence! 

It is sometimes more difficult to remain silent than to speak. The Scriptures record three occasions in which the 

Lord was silent before His enemies and before His judges:  

Before Caiaphas (Mark 14:60-61)–silence in the face of prejudice  

Before Pilate (Mark 15:3-5)–silence in the face of politics  

Before Herod (Luke 23:8-10)–silence in the face of curiosity  

Which verse in Isaiah 53 speaks of our Lord’s strange silence before His accusers? ______________ Compare 

1 Peter 2:22-23. 

The Solemn Oath 

After the period of silence, the High Priest spoke again (read Matthew 26:63). This time Caiaphas places Jesus 

"under oath" ("I adjure thee"), the most solemn and weightiest oath of all, namely, "by the living God." What 

all-important question was Jesus now required to answer (Matthew 26:63)? 

____________________________________________________________.  The Lord knew that it was now 

impossible to remain silent. He could not deny who He was! 

What answer did the Lord give (Matthew 26:64)? T_________   H_______   S_______  (in other words, "What 

you have said is so!"  Compare Mark 14:62:  Jesus said, "_____   _______!"). Jesus also referred to Himself as 

the Son of man who shall come again to judge the world (Matthew 26:64 and Daniel 7:13-14). 

His Great Crime 

As soon as Jesus had made His great claim, the High Priest gave the verdict (Matthew 26:65): 

HE IS GUILTY OF B____________________ 
The Council then pronounced the sentence (Matthew 26:66): 

HE IS WORTHY OF ________________ 
Note:  The KJV says "He is guilty of death" but other translations say, "He is worthy of death" or "He is deserving of death," speaking 

of the punishment they felt He deserved.  It is actually the punishment that we sinners deserve (Rom. 1:32; 6:23). 
What was His great crime? He claimed to be the Messiah (God’s anointed King), the Son of God! When 

criminals were crucified, the charge or accusation was often written over their heads. For example, if a man 

intentionally killed someone, they might write, "This is a MURDERER!" What accusation was written over the 
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head of Jesus (Matthew 27:37)? ______________________________________________________ Such was 

His crime! 

Awful Abuse #2 

After the sentence was pronounced, his accusers took off their religious masks and began to show themselves as 

the hideous monsters they really were! Their real character and awful depravity began to be revealed. First they 

began to ___________ in His face (Matthew 26:67).  There is no greater insult than this, unless it be the 

plucking off of hairs from His cheeks (mentioned in Isaiah 50:6 but not by the gospel writers). They also 

B___________________ Him (Matthew 26:67), which means they clenched their fist and struck the Lord even 

as a boxer would strike an opponent, yet without the comfort of boxing gloves. Others hit him hard with the 

_______________ of their hands (Matthew 26:67–an openhanded slap or cuff), and as they punished Him with 

their fists and their open hands, they mocked Him and made fun of Him and started playing games with Him. 

They even  _____________________ Him (Luke 22:64) and played a sadistic and cruel game of blindman's 

buff (a group game in which a blindfolded player tries to catch and identify another player). "If You are the Son 

of God as You just claimed, tell me what my name is," as one by one they would slap Him and buffet Him 

(Mark 14:65). Christ could have easily told them their names (that would have surprised them!), but again He 

remained silent and graciously endured this horrible treatment. The Bible does not even tell us all the things 

they did or said to Him. It merely says "___________ other _____________ blasphemously spake they against 

Him" (Luke 22:65). It’s evident who was really guilty of blasphemy. Did the Lord know beforehand that such 

things would happen to Him (Mark 10:34; Luke 18:32)? ______ 

At about the same time Jesus also received shameful treatment from one who was His friend (compare Luke 

22:54-62). 

3) Jesus Before Caiaphus And The Sanhedrin 

(Formal Trial At Dawn) 

The council or Sanhedrin gathered together for one more meeting. When did this take place (Mark 15:1; 

Matthew 27:1; Luke 22:66)? _____________________________  Jesus was also awake all that night, and so 

along with all the mockery and abuse and punishment would be added sheer physical exhaustion and fatigue 

which naturally comes from going many hours without sleep. 

The Jewish leaders knew that their night trial was illegal, so as soon as it was day they quickly condemned 

Christ again, as they had done earlier (read Luke 22:66-71). Their decision was to put Jesus _____   

____________ Matthew 27:1), and now all they needed was the permission and help of the Roman authorities 

to carry it through. 

4) Jesus Before Pilate The First Time 

The Jews bound Jesus and led Him to Pilate the Roman ____________________ (Matthew 27:2). In John 18:28 

we are told that these Jews would not enter the palace of a Gentile lest they should be 

______________________. Do you smell any hypocrisy in this show of piety? Here they are, involved in the 

worst crime ever known to the human race, and they are worried about being defiled in a pagan’s palace! They 

were already defiled to the limit! Their only hope was to fall before the feet of their bound Prisoner and cry out 

for mercy and pardon. But such is the tragedy of religion as men try to cover up a defiled heart instead of 

facing up to a holy God. 

Pilate first asked for the accusation or the charge (John 18:29). What is this man guilty of? His question was a 

fair one, but notice how the Jews tried to evade it (see John 18:30)! They knew that their charge of blasphemy 

would not be of great concern to Pilate. Somehow they must try to make Christ appear as an enemy of Rome. 

Thus, according to Luke 23:2, their formal accusation was made up of three charges: 

1) _______________________________________________________________ 

2) ________________________________________________________________ 

        (Compare Luke 20:19-26) 

3) ________________________________________________________________ 



Dr. H. Duane Bilderback – A.R.M.O.R. Center Ministries Page 69 
 

The first charge was not specific at all. The second charge was obviously untrue. It was only the third charge 

which would have been of concern to Pilate because anyone seeking to be a "King" would be a threat to Roman 

rule. 

Pilate’s Plan #1 

At first Pilate hoped to turn Jesus over to the Jews and to let them deal with Him according to their law (John 

18:31). This would have been possible except for the fact that the Jews demanded the death penalty. But why 

could not the Jews put Jesus to death (John 18:31)? ________________________________________________ 

Who alone could execute the death penalty? _________________________ What method of executing 

criminals was used by the Romans (Luke 23:33)? _____________________________ Did Jesus speak 

beforehand about the manner in which He would die (John 18:32)? _________ Compare John 3:14; 12:32; 

Matthew 20:19. If the Jews had put Jesus to death, what method would they have used (John 8:59; 10:31)? 

_____________________________ This same method was used against S_______________ (Acts 7:58-59), 

even without permission from Rome! 

Pilate then realized that he would have to deal with this capital case, and so he met with Jesus in his palace to 

question Him about the third charge brought against Him by the Jews, "Art thou the ____________ of the 

Jews?" ( Luke 23:3). Jesus answered to the point, ________      ________     ________ (Luke 23:3--in other 

words, "What you have said is so!"). John gives us the most information concerning this interview in John 

18:33-37. The Lord made it very clear that He was the _____________ (v.37) and He did have a 

________________ (v. 36), but He also explained that His subjects were not militants who were intending to 

fight against the Jews or against Rome (v.36). Such a King was no threat to Pilate, and thus he announced his 

verdict of’ "NOT GUILTY" (John 18:38). 

Pilate’s Plan #2 

The Jews could not be satisfied until Jesus was nailed to a Roman cross. In their urgency they happened to 

mention one word which triggered a thought in the mind of Pilate. Read Luke 23:5-6 and write this key word 

found in verse 5: _______________ With this bit of information, Pilate was able to send the Accused One to yet 

another Judge! 

5) Jesus Before Herod 

Herod the tetrarch happened to be in ___________________ at that time (Luke 23:7). Why was Herod so glad 

to see Jesus (Luke 23:8)? ________________________________________________ What mighty miracles 

did Jesus perform before His eyes? ____________ What amazing things did Jesus say to this man (Luke 23:9)? 

_____________ Did the Lord satisfy the sinful curiosity of this one who had murdered John the Baptist? 

_______ The only thing Herod gained from this interview was a new F________________ (Luke 23:12)! 

Awful Abuse #3 

According to Luke 23:11, Herod joined with his soldiers to mock the King and to dress Him in a gorgeous, 

shining robe. The F_______ (the word Jesus used to describe Herod, see Luke 13:32) had his FUN! Finally they 

sent Him again to ______________________ (Luke 23:11). 

6) Jesus Before Pilate The Second Time 

Pilate’s Plan #3 

Certainly Pilate was not as glad to see Jesus as Herod was (compare Luke 23:8)! After having been examined 

by both Pilate and Herod, the verdict was still, "NOT GUILTY" (Luke 23:14-15), so Pilate desired to release 

Him. Pilate knew who the guilty ones really were (Mark 15:10; Matthew 27:18), and he was hoping to persuade 

the people that Jesus should be released instead of the murderer Barabbas (Mark 15:6-10). He wrongly offered 

to _________________ Him before releasing Him (Luke 23:16), even though he had just said that Jesus was 

not guilty (Luke 23:15). Thus Pilate wanted to punish the innocent to appease the people! The Jews, however, 

even outshined Pilate in their wicked injustice. They wanted to crucify the Innocent One and release the guilty 

murderer (Matthew 27:20-21; Acts 3:14-15)! 

Pilate’s Plan #4 
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Pilate’s next strategy was to severely whip Jesus, hoping that the Jews might have pity upon Him and consider 

this as sufficient punishment, so that He could then be released. Thus he took Jesus and 

____________________ Him (John 19:1). 

Awful Abuse #4 

Nothing was more terrible than the Roman scourge, except for the Roman cross. Consider the following: 

Such scourging was hideous torture. The Roman scourge consisted of a short wooden handle to which 

several thongs were attached, the ends equipped with pieces of lead or brass and with sharply pointed 

bits of bone. The stripes were laid especially (not always exclusively) on the victim’s back, bared and 

bent. The body was at times torn and lacerated to such an extent that deep-seated veins and arteries--

sometimes even entrails and inner organs--were exposed. Such flogging, from which Roman citizens were 

exempt, often resulted in death.    --William Hendriksen, John, p. 414 

Stripped of clothes, the victim was forced to bend over a low pillar, while a short-handled whip with 

several leather thongs studded with sharp objects was used to lash and lacerate the back. Roman law laid 

no limits on the number of blows to be administered.      --D.Edmond Hiebert, Mark, p. 384 

A scourge is a Romans implement for severe bodily punishment...So hideous was the punishment that the 

victim usually fainted and not rarely died under it. 

--International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, Vol. IV, p. 2704 ("Scourge") 
  

 
Compare Psalm 129:3.  That Jesus was scourged may help to explain why He was unable to bear His cross all 

the way to Calvary. 

Isaiah 53:5 is often thought to be a reference to the scourging Jesus received at the hands of the 

Romans.  It says:  "by His _____________ we are _______________."    It is better, however, to 

understand this to refer to the terrible punishment Christ received at the hands of God the Father 

when He bore our sins in His own body on the tree of Calvary's cross.  The great emphasis of Isaiah 

53 involves not what the Romans did to Jesus but what God the Father did to Jesus.  He was stricken 

and smitten by God (v.4), even though we know that at His trials He was smitten by the Romans.   

Even though He was in some ways bruised by the Romans during His trials as they struck Him with 
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their hands and their fists and abused Him in other ways, yet Isaiah 53 emphasizes that He was 

bruised by the LORD (v.10).  The emphasis in Isaiah 53 is upon what GOD did to Him--see verse 6 

("The LORD hath laid on Him the iniquities of us all"). Isaiah 53:5 says that the Messiah "was 

wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities."  The clear teaching of the Bible is 

that Christ paid the penalty for our sins when He died on the cross, not prior to the cross. See 1 Peter 

2:24--"bore our sins in His own body on the tree" and see also the fuller discussion of this at the end 

of  Chapter 11 in these "Life of Christ" studies. It is in this same context that the last part of verse 5 

says that we are healed by His stripes, referring to the punishment inflicted upon Him by the Father 

when He was punished as our Substitute. This is further confirmed by 1 Peter 2:24 where Isaiah's 

phrase, "by whose stripes ye were healed," is quoted by Peter. This same verse makes it clear that it 

was on the tree (cross) that He bore our sins in His own body. Thus we conclude that the stripes 

mentioned in Isaiah 53:5 were blows received from God the Father when He died for our sins and not 

blows received from scourging at the hands of the Romans prior to the cross. 

William Kelly said it this way:   

When it is said, "By His stripes we are healed," is it credible that a saint could believe they refer to 

His being scourged by the soldiers? These figures so multiplied in Isaiah 53 express not merely of 

what man did to Jesus, but what He suffered from Jehovah, when He hid the iniquity of His own on 

the rejected Messiah -- figures taken from what is common among men, but above all to express that 

which He Himself inflicted. It pleased Jehovah to bruise Him, it was He that put Him to grief; and it 

was for the transgression of His people that He was stricken. He bare the sin of many.  [William 

Kelly's "The Day of Atonement. Leviticus 16," as found in R.A. Huebner's publication, Thy Precepts, Vol. 14, 
#4, July/Aug 1999, page 123.] 

Awful Abuse #5 

For the Roman soldiers, scourging was not enough. Consider all that they did: 

1) They robed Him with a scarlet-purple robe (Mark 15:17; Matthew 27:28).  Throwing this around the 

scourged Saviour certainly must have hurt Him. 

2) They crowned Him with a ____________ of  ____________ (Mark 15:17) and pressed it upon His head. 

3) They sceptered Him. Having forced Jesus to sit down, in His right hand they now place a sturdy 

___________________ (Matthew 27:29), for a king must have a scepter. 

4) They adored Him in cruel mockery. A soldier would drop to his knees and say,  "_________,   

___________    ____     _____    _________!" (Matthew 27:29). Then another would take his turn, and still 

another, until all had shared in this fun. 

5) They spit upon him.  They descend to a level lower than the beasts (Matthew 27:30). Each soldier, when his 

turn came around, after getting up from his knees would spit into the face of God’s only begotten Son. 

6) They slapped Him hard in the face with the palms of their hands (John 19:3), the same face that the Jews 

had repeatedly slapped and buffeted just hours before.  Does this help explain Isaiah 52:14 and 53:2? Do you 

think the paintings which show Christ dying on the cross show us the face of the Saviour as it really was? 

7) They hit Him. Before any of these mockers vacated his position in front of Jesus, he removed the stick from 

the hand of the victim and struck Him on the head with it, as if to say, "What a king you are! One that gets hit 

over the head with his own scepter!" And as the fiend hit Jesus, the thorny spikes were driven deeper into the 

flesh. All this they did to one who was already SCOURGED!  [See William Hendriksen, Matthew, pages 959-

960].  See also Mathew 27:30. 

But, before we feel sorry for Jesus, perhaps we should remember that it is these soldiers who we should really 

feel sorry for (see Philippians 2:9-11). There will come another day when these men will once again bow before 

the KING, the very One they mocked and abused. They will face the King of Kings in all His glorious majesty 

and power and awesome holiness.  He will also be their Judge. 

After all this was accomplished, Pilate brought forth Christ to exhibit Him to the crowd and said, 

"________________     _________      __________" (John 19:5). However, when the Jews saw the battered and 

beaten Jesus, they had no pity (John 19:6). They would only be satisfied to see Him on the cross. They wanted 

http://www.middletownbiblechurch.org/lifeochr/lifeoc11.htm
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BLOOD! What crime had He done? "He made Himself the _______    ______      ________" (John 19:7).  He 

claimed to be the Son of God. 

All of Pilate’s efforts to release Jesus failed (read John 19:8-16). Finally in his weakness, all he could do was 

wash his hands (Matthew 27:24) and deliver Him to be crucified. Who took full responsibility for this KING 

OF ALL CRIMES (Matthew 27:25)? _______________________________________ Forty years later more 

than a million Jews perished in the streets of Jerusalem (70 A.D.). Pilate was pressured by the crowd to do what 

he knew was wrong, and no amount of washing would ever make his hands clean. The sin of the Jewish leaders 

was even G__________________ (John 19:11) but the sin of Pilate was GREAT! 

*     *     *     *     *     *     * 

Now that we have studied the terrible trials of Christ, tell what you have learned about the following:  

The awful depravity (evil, corruption) of man  

The absolute sinlessness and innocence of Christ  

The grace and love of God  

The humility of Christ (Philippians 2:8)  

The difference between the first and second comings of Christ (compare Matthew 26:64)  

The sufferings of Christ (if He suffered so much at His trials, what must the cross have been like?)  

The right response when falsely accused or wrongly mocked (compare the book of 1 Peter)  

HALLELUJAH, WHAT A SAVIOR ! 

  

Peter's Three Denials 

The Lord’s Prediction of Peter’s Sin. 

Would Peter be the only one who would have a problem on this night or would the other disciples have a 

problem also (Mark 14:27)? ________________________________________________________ What did 

ALL of them do (Mark 14:50)? _____________________________________________ 

According to Mark 14:29, did Peter have a lot of self confidence? _______   

I can do all things→ Self-Confidence (confidence in the flesh--Phil. 3:3). 

I can do all things through Christ→ Christ Confidence. 

Peter was saying, "Not I Lord! Others may fail you, but I won’t!"  Often we have the same problem: "Oh, I 

would never do that."  What should my attitude be towards the possibility of sinning?  I need to realize that 

there is no sin that my rotten, depraved heart is not capable of.  "There but by the grace of God go I." 

"Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall" (1 Cor. 10:12).  

What was the Lord's prediction (Mark 14:30)? 

_______________________________________________________________ In Mark 14:31 do we find more 

self confidence on the part of  Peter?  He claimed that he was even willing to ________ with Jesus!  He said 

that he would never deny the Lord in any way!   Did the other disciples say similar things or was Peter alone in 

this (v.31)? ______________________________________ 

Instead of saying, "Lord, I’ll never do that!!!" it is much better to say, "Lord, search me and know my 

_____________; try me and know my thoughts, and see if there by any ___________    _______ in me and lead 

me in the way everlasting" (Psalm 139:23-24). 

Luke 22:34 is only time that Jesus calls him "Peter" (with the exception of when the Lord first gave him that 

name, as in Matthew 16:18 and John 1:42 where the word "stone" is the Greek word "Petros" or Peter).  Usually 

the Lord addressed him as "Simon."  Why did the Lord use the name "Peter" in Luke 22:34 in connection with 

His prediction of Peter's denials?  Perhaps the idea is this:  "Peter, you are supposed to be a stone (a petros), but 

you are going to act very weak. You are not going to live up to your name. And the reason you are going to fall 

is because you are going to fail to take your stand on the great Stone, the Rock (Petra) Christ Jesus, and apart 

from Him you are just a weak pebble!" 

The Enormity of Peter’s Sin 
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In Mark 14:69-70 Peter was asked if he were one of Jesus' disciples, but he denied it.  When you think of the 

word "deny," think of the word "no."   Are you one of the disciples?  Peter denied and said, "NO!"  [Jesus said 

that a true disciple must "_________ himself" (Matthew 16:24). This means that he must say "NO!" to self!]  

The opposite of the word "deny" is the word "confess."  When you think of the word "Confess," think of the 

word "YES."  For example, when we confess our sins (1 John 1:9) we are saying, "Yes, Lord, I have sinned and 

done this wickedness in Your sight."   If Peter had confessed His Lord, instead of denying Him, he would have 

said, "Yes, I am one of His disciples, and I'm not ashamed of it!" 

In Mark 14:71 we learn that Peter denied that he even knew Jesus!  How serious is the sin of denying the 

Lord?   If we deny the Lord, what will He do to us (Matthew 10:33; 2 Tim. 2:12)? 

____________________________  What did Jesus say about those who are ashamed of Him (Mark 8:38)? 

________________________________________________________________________ Peter was ashamed of 

his Master and claimed he didn’t even know Him.  His sin was very great!  Peter denied the Lord he loved!  

Peter's Three Denials 

1) All four gospel writers record this event in detail. 

The birth of Christ found in only two of the four gospels! 

2) Each gospel writer gives the same basic story but each one contributes his own unique details. 

To get a full picture of what happened you need to go to all four gospel accounts. 

3) The Place: Where did it happen?  

Peter's denials took place in the court of the High Priest’s residence. The key he used to get through the door 

was the Apostle John who had connections with the high priest (see John 18:15-16). 

4) The time:  When did the denials take place?  

The denials took place in the middle of the night, even as it was getting toward morning (roosters usually crow 

before dawn).  At the same time that these denials were taking place, Jesus was in close proximity. He was 

being illegally put on trial. As we have seen, there were actually six trials that Jesus attended that night: He 

stood before Annas the former high priest; before Caiphas the present high priest, before the Sanhedrin the 

ruling council of the Jews, before Pilate the first time, before Herod that "fox," and before Pilate the second 

time.  Christ was going from one trial to the other all through the night and even into the early morning hours. 

5) The circumstances of the denials.  

Peter warmed himself by a fire (John 18:18---a  F_________ of  C__________). Keep this detail in mind. It will 

be important later. 

Each denial got worse. The last denial was greater and stronger than the first.  "I __________    _______  this 

man of whom ye speak" (Mark 14:71).  In connection with this last denial, Peter began to C___________ and 

S______________ (Mark 14:71).  This does not mean that he used filthy and foul language. This does not mean 

that he used filthy four letter words. If you are a saved person, such garbage should never come out of your 

mouth (see Eph. 4:29). Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks (Matthew 12:34).  If someone 

claims to be saved and uses filthy language, his heart is showing! His filthy language is revealing a filthy heart, 

for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.  

If Peter was not using filthy language (which is what we normally think of when we think of someone cursing 

and swearing), what was he actually doing?  

Swearing means "taking an oath."  For example,  "I swear by heaven that I am telling the truth that I don’t even 

know this Man."  So not only was he lying, but he was lying under a voluntary oath: "I swear by God!" "May 

God be my witness as I go and tell this terrible lie!" 

Curse means that Peter called down curses on himself.  He put himself under a curse: "May God do this and 

that to me if I am not telling the truth."   Peter's sin kept getting worse and worse. 

Not only did the denials keep getting worse and worse, but they kept getting more and more uneasy and 

uncomfortable for Peter. 

See Mark 14:70–His speech betrayed him!  He must have thought like this: "Oh no, they recognize from my 

speech that I’m from Galilee."   Something else made Peter extremely uncomfortable. In John 18:26 we learn 

that a man was in Peter's presence and this man thought that he recognized Peter.  This man was a relative of 
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Malchus, the man whose ear was sliced off by Peter when Jesus was arrested (whose ear Jesus healed)! This 

relative of Malchus now thinks he recognizes Peter!  This made it all the more difficult for Peter to deny Jesus.  

When a believer sins, God doesn’t always make it comfortable for him. God in His grace and mercy, can make 

it a horrible experience, not a pleasurable one!  Are  you thankful for this? _______ 

The denials did not take place in rapid succession. When you read Mark 14:66-72, for example, it seems like 

they happened one right after the other.  But in Luke 22:59 we learn that this was not the case.  About how 

much time elapsed between the second and third denials? __________________  

The rooster crowed two times, not just once. Some of the gospel accounts make it seem like there was only 

one crowing of the rooster, but there were actually two. The is not a contradiction. It is simply that Mark's 

account gives fuller information on this point.  After the first denial we read this:  "....and the __________ crew 

(crowed)" (Mark 14:68--the end of the verse).  After the third denial the rooster crowed "the _______________ 

time" (Mark 14:72).  See the Lord's prediction in Mark 14:30. 

When the rooster crowed the second time, something else remarkable happened. Only Luke tells us this detail.  

The rooster crowed the second time even when Peter was still speaking (Luke 22:60, that is, right in the midst 

of his third denial before he had even finished his regrettable words).  At this very instant "the Lord 

________________, and _________________ upon Peter (Luke 22:61).  It was then that Peter remembered the 

Lord's prediction of his denial (v.61).  "And Peter went out, and __________    ___________________" (Luke 

22:62). 

The timing of this was unbelievable. If it had only involved the rooster, that would have been quite remarkable 

in itself. Who gave the rooster his cue? ["Okay, Mr. Rooster, he’s about to deny the Lord for the third time. Now 

he’s starting to say it. That’s your cue!"]  The Lord has complete control of the animal kingdom, and He had 

one rooster standing by waiting patiently for the Creator's cue. Of course, the rooster was just doing what he 

was accustomed to do, having no idea of the significance of his early morning ritual on this eventful day.  

But the rooster was only one half of this timing miracle. Remember, the Lord Jesus was going from trial to trial. 

He was a captive Prisoner, being led from one place to the other. They were leading Him; He was not leading 

them. Yet at the very moment the rooster crowed, Jesus was in just the right position to turn and look at Peter. 

God is sovereign over every circumstance of life and He can make sure that the right person is in the right place 

at the right time to do the right thing. His timing is flawless.  

Read Mark 14:65. Notice that this is the verse that precedes the account of Peter's denials.  It is interesting that 

in the midst of Jesus being illegally tried, slapped in the face, buffeted like a punching bag, spit upon, etc., one 

of the Lord's major concerns was His wayward disciple. It was the essence of unselfishness.  He turned and 

looked at Peter. Their eyes met.  

What a look that must have been!  It was a piercing look which totally penetrated Peter to the heart. It resulted 

in a broken man. He was totally crushed by the enormity of his sin. He went out and wept bitterly. "Blessed are 

they that ______________, for they shall be comforted" (Matthew 5:4).  It was a deep sorrow that would lead to 

repentance. 

Think back to the time when Peter walked on the water. As soon as Peter began to sink, Jesus was right there 

and reached out His arm to save him (Matthew 14:30-31).  In this passage, as soon as Peter denied the Lord 

thrice, Jesus was right there and their eyes met. Dear believer, you need to remember that in your darkest hour 

of sin, the Lord Jesus is right there to rescue you. 

What was the difference between Peter’s sin and the sin of Judas?  Peter denied the Lord; Judas betrayed Him. 

Judas pretended that he loved Jesus and even kissed Him (Matthew 26:49), but it was the hypocritical act of an 

unclean, unregenerate disciple (see John 13:10-11). Judas did not really love the Lord but he acted as if he did. 

Peter really did love the Lord, but during his denials he acted as if he didn’t. Peter’s sorrow led to genuine 

repentance. Judas’ sorrow lead to his death, and even though he acknowledged his sin (Matthew 27:4), he never 

turned to the Saviour.   

What Were the Factors that Led to Peter’s Sin? 

Keep in mind Peter’s recent history. Just hours earlier he had been "to church," as we might say today. He 

attended the very first communion service. He listened to the Lord give a great and famous message (which is 
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now found in John chapters 14-16, and known as the "upper room discourse").  He and the other disciples even 

joined Jesus in the singing of a hymn (Matthew 26:30).  

If you have just been to church, participated in the worship, had communion, heard a great message and sung a 

hymn, does it seem likely that you would leave church and go out and commit a sin of the magnitude that we 

are talking about: denying that you even know Jesus Christ!   And yet this is exactly what happened to Peter 

and it could happen to us as well. "Prone to wander, Lord I feel it, prone to leave the God I love." 

What were the factors that led to Peter’s sin: 

1) Peter was self-confident. 

We already talked about Peter’s self confidence . He relied too much upon Peter. Self will always let you down. 

Self is an unfailing failure!  

2) Peter failed to watch and pray. 

Study Mark 14:32-42.   Verse 37 is of interest because although Jesus found "them" sleeping (Peter, John, 

James), He spoke specifically to Peter!  He knew what Peter was about to do on that night.  "W___________ 

and P__________, lest ye enter into __________________________" (Mark 14:38). Peter failed to watch (stay 

awake), and he failed to pray, and he entered into temptation.  Notice in this passage that there were three times 

that Peter failed to watch and pray, corresponding to the three times that he denied the Lord.  Many times Peter 

had stayed up all night in a boat catching fish, even though he was very weary, and yet he could not stay awake 

one hour to pray on this fateful night. 

How many times do we fail and fall into sin simply because we did not spend time with the Lord in prayer? The 

battle against sin begins on our knees. Submit yourselves to God and the devil will flee from you (James 5:7). 

3)  Peter followed afar off (at a distance). 

See Mark 14:54.  Peter did not stay close to the Lord. To be fair to Peter, it should be noted that he probably 

could not have gotten any closer to Jesus. He was in the courtyard of the residence of the high priest. Jesus was 

very close by, so close that at one point He could look at Peter and their eyes could meet.  It is very unlikely that 

Peter could have barged into the trial itself. He probably was about as close to the Lord physically as he could 

get.  But spiritually Peter followed the Lord afar off, from a distance. Spiritually he was not close to the Lord at 

this time.  Thankfully, there would come a time, in the not too distant future, when Peter would be so close to 

the Lord that the unsaved would marvel at this ignorant and unlearned fisherman and take knowledge that he 

had been with Jesus (Acts 4:13)! 

4) Peter was overwhelmed by his circumstances. 

Peter was absolutely crushed under the weight of what he considered to be unfavorable circumstances. 

Everything seemed to be going wrong. His Lord and Master had been arrested and was being condemned to 

death. Peter’s whole world seemed to be falling apart.  

There’s a real lesson here. We need to learn to trust God even when everything seems to be going wrong, even 

when our whole world seems to be falling apart. Job said it well, "Though he __________ me, yet will I 

______________ in Him" (Job 13:15).  The Psalmist said, "What time I am _______________, I will trust in 

thee" (Psalm 56:3). 

Actually everything that was happening to Christ was actually working out for Peter’s eternal good and for 

Peter’s salvation, but Peter did not understand this yet.  When circumstances seem overwhelming and when 

everything seems to go wrong, we need to remember Romans 8:28! 

5) Peter sat among the Lord’s enemies.  

See Mark 14:54. If you get with the wrong crowd, you are going to end up doing the wrong things. The Psalmist 

said, "I am a C_______________________ of all those who fear Thee and of those who keep thy precepts."   

Are your friends those who fear God and obey Him? 

Peter’s Recovery 

1) His bitter tears. 

"And Peter went out and ___________     ____________________" (Luke 22:62). His tears reflected a broken 

and contrite heart.  Does God want us to be sorrowful when we sin (James 4:8-9)? _____ The unsaved person 
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can sin and enjoy it.  The saved person can sin but he hates it. Paul said in Romans 7:15, "for what I would 

[what I want to do], that do I not, but what I  _________, that do I." 

2) The Intercession of Christ. 

In Luke 22:31 Jesus said, "Simon, Simon, behold, ______________ hath desired to have ______, that he may 

sift you as wheat."   The word "you" is plural.  It refers to more than just Peter.  Satan was out to get all of the 

disciples.  Indeed, Satan is out to get all those who are believers in Christ (see 1 Peter 5:8--he's like a roaring  

___________ seeking whom he may devour).   

"But I have prayed for _________, that  ______ faith fail not."   The words "thee" and "thy" are both singular.  

Now the Lord is referring specifically to Peter. 

Some people complain about the KJV and its use of "thee" and "thou" and "thy" etc. but sometimes these little 

words are very helpful.   Modern English uses the second person pronoun and it does not distinguish between 

singular and plural (the form is the same for both).   Thus, the word "you" may either be singular or plural.  "I 

invite you to come over to my house!"  The term "you" could be singular, referring to only one person, or it 

could be plural referring to more than one person. The context would usually make it clear as to whether one or 

more persons are involved.  But the KJV is more specific.  The words "YOU" and "YE" are plural (see for 

example John 3:7 where Jesus was not just referring to Nicodemus), and "THEE", "THY" "THOU," and 

"THINE" are all singular.  Thus we have a simple rule:  if the pronoun starts with a "Y" it is plural; if it starts 

with a "T" it is singular. Your Bible study will be enhanced if you pay attention to details such as this. 

Jesus prayed that Peter's F___________ would not F__________ (Luke 22:32). What does this mean? Didn’t 

Peter’s faith fail?  He certainly had a major lapse of faith, resulting in three serious denials. The idea is this:  

"Peter, I’m praying that your faith will not totally fail."  Peter’s sin did not lead to a fall from which he could 

never recover. It was a serious fall but not a fatal fall. He fell down hard on the ship of faith but he did not fall 

overboard. He failed but he did not utterly fail. His faith was eclipsed but it was not a total eclipse. He did not 

fall like Judas did, a fall from which there was no recovery. Peter fell but he recovered.  

"The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way. Though he _______, he shall 

not be utterly _________    __________: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand" (Psalm 37:23-24).  

"Peter, I will pray for you that your faith fail not. You will not be utterly cast down."  See also Proverbs 24:16–

"For a just man ________________ seven times, and  _____________  up again; but the wicked shall fall into 

mischief." Peter’s fall was great but he recovered.   It was not a fatal fall.  [Note:  In thinking of the sin of Judas 

in which he betrayed the Lord, it would be wrong to say that Judas sinned with the result that he lost his 

salvation.  In the case of Judas, he never had a saving relationship to Jesus Christ.  See John 13:10-11, where we 

learn that Judas was the one disciple who was UNCLEAN, that is, had never been forgiven, had never received 

his "salvation bath."] 

Luke 22:32 speaks of Peter being "converted."  Sometimes saved people need to be converted, because they are 

going in the wrong direction. Peter needed to turn and go in the right direction.  And thankfully, Peter did make 

a change his direction. 

"I have prayed for thee." Is Peter the only one that enjoys such blessed intercession? Does the Lord Jesus pray 

for you that your faith will not fail (see Heb. 7:25; Rom. 8:34 and compare John 7:15)? What would have 

happened if the Lord had not prayed for Peter?  As believers, where would we be if it were not for our Lord’s 

faithful intercession on our behalf? How thankful we should be for the way Christ intercedes for His own--ever 

living to make intercession for us! 

Peter’s recovery was not complete until after the resurrection at which time the Lord had to deal with him in a 

special way.  We learn of this encounter in John 21 where the risen Lord Jesus met several of the disciples at the 

Sea of Galilee (Tiberias) early in the morning (remember, the denials also took place in the early morning 

hours).  What detail mentioned in John 21:9 reminds you of the denials of Peter (compare John 18:18)? 

____________________________________________________  This probably jostled Peter's memory. 

Read John 21:15-17 carefully.  The Lord dealt with Peter in a very gracious way.  We have seen that three times 

Peter failed to watch and pray (Mark 14:32-42); three times Peter denied his Lord (Mark 14:66-72); and three 

times the Lord gives Peter the opportunity to CONFESS his love for his Master (John 21:15-17).  Remember, 
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when you think of the word CONFESS, think of the word "YES."  Peter, do you love Me?  Peter's response, 

"Yea (YES), Lord; Thou knowest that I love thee" (verses 15-16).  Also three times the Lord says "Feed my 

sheep (lambs)" (verses 15-17).  This is in agreement with the Lord's prediction that following Peter's 

conversion, he would strengthen his B______________________ (Luke 22:32). 

In John 21:15 we learn that when Jesus said to Peter THE THIRD TIME "Lovest thou Me?" Peter was deeply 

grieved.  It was almost as if the rooster crowed again!  Peter did love the Saviour, but he still had painful 

memories of his triple denial. 

WAS PETER A CHRIST-DENIER? 

 The answer is both YES and NO. 

Think of the difference between a snapshot and a video.  If you were to take a picture of Peter during one of his 

denials, then you would look at it and conclude that he was a Christ-denier.  However, if you were to take a 

video of Peter's entire life you would find that he was a man who boldly confessed the Lord Jesus and even 

gave up his life for the sake of the Saviour and the gospel which he fearlessly preached.  This video presentation 

would obviously include his bold preaching on the Day of Pentecost when he confessed Christ as Lord before 

thousands of Jews. 

A further example of this is found in John 17:6 where Jesus sums up the life of His disciples by saying, "They 

have kept Thy Word."  If we were to look at certain incidents in the life of these disciples we could find 

examples of obvious disobedience.  Peter's denials would be a chief example of this.  And yet, their lives, 

viewed as a whole (video), were characterized by obedience (compare also 1 John 2:3-5). 

Peter gladly and fearlessly confessed Christ before men and someday Christ will confess him before the Father 

and before the holy angels (Matthew 10:32; Luke 12:8; Rev. 3:5). 

 
 

CHAPTER 14 

The Crucifixion Of Christ 

  

 

Barabbas 

The Man Who Should Have Been Crucified 

 

The center cross was not originally intended for the Lord Jesus.  There was another man who was supposed to 

be executed on that center cross, but Jesus took his place.  There is a spiritual lesson in this because each of us 

deserves to die (Romans 6:23), but our Substitute took our place (2 Cor. 5:21).  Let's learn about Barabbas, and 

in doing so, learn about ourselves: 

The name "Barabbas" (Matt. 27:17) is an Aramaic term which means "Son of the Father" (Bar means "son"; 

compare Matthew 16:17; Abbas means "father";  compare Rom. 8:15). Though Barabbas did not go to the 

cross, the true SON OF THE FATHER did. 

In Matthew 27:16 Barabbas is called a "______________________ prisoner." This term means that he was 

notorious, infamous, widely known and talked about. He was a famous criminal who had quite a reputation. The 

people of Jerusalem were well aware of who he was and what he had done! 

According to Matthew 27:20, who were the ones responsible for persuading the crowd to ask for Barabbas 

instead of Jesus? ________________________________________ 

In Mark 15:7 we gain some additional information about this man Barabbas. We are told that he was involved 

in an I_______________________ (rebellion, revolt, uprising, riot) which took place in the city of Jerusalem 

(compare Luke 23:19). Thus Barabbas was a rebel or a revolutionary, and he was involved with several others 

in this revolt. Since he was notorious and well known (Matt. 27:16), we might suppose that he was the leader of 
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this revolt. It is possible that he was involved in a political revolt against the civil authority of Rome. He may 

have been a Zealot, a fierce and uncompromising Jewish patriot who was strongly opposed to Roman rule. This 

insurrection (which Luke calls a "S_________________________ "; Luke 23:19) could well have been a 

politically motivated attempt to throw off the hated yoke of the Romans. 

Many of the Jews expected their Messiah to deliver them from Roman rule. When it became evident that Christ 

was not a political Saviour who would save His people from the Romans (compare Matthew 1:21 where we 

learn that Jesus was a different kind of Saviour, a Saviour from sin), they condemned Him and released a man 

who had apparently fought for their cause. 

Read Mark 15:7, Luke 23:19 and Acts 3:14. Not only was Barabbas guilty of playing an important role in the 

insurrection, but according to the passages cited above, of what other crime was he guilty? 

___________________________ What kind of penalty do such people deserve (Genesis 9:6 and compare Acts 

28:4)? _____________________________ 

In John 18:40 we learn that Barabbas was a  ____________________. This word means, "a robber, one who 

plunders openly and by violence." It does not refer to the kind of robbery that is done by a thief who steals 

secretly. Thus Barabbas was a robber in the sense of a brigand or bandit, and this activity would have most 

likely occurred during the insurrection in which Barabbas played such a key role. 

Without being told the details, we know that Barabbas was captured by the Romans, tried and found guilty of 

insurrection and murder, and sentenced to die on a Roman cross as a condemned criminal. Finally the morning 

of his death arrived. As the soldiers approached the place of his confinement, he must have thought they were 

going to lead him away to be crucified. What a surprise it must have been to discover that they had really come 

to release him and that another would die in his place! Let us put ourselves in this man’s place. What must have 

been going through his mind?  

Barabbas knew that he was guilty and that he had done crimes worthy of death. He knew that he deserved to go 

to that cross and to suffer the DEATH PENALTY. He knew he was justly condemned.  

   

Jesus Christ was perfectly innocent and guiltless. Pilate knew this (Matt. 27:23-24); Pilate’s wife knew this 

(Matt. 27:19); the thief on the cross knew this (Luke 23:41); even Judas knew this (Matt. 27:3-4). Barabbas 

probably knew this as well. He probably wondered, "Why is this good man dying on that cross instead of me?"  

Christ once suffered for sins, the Just One for the unjust ones that He might bring us to God (1 Peter 3:18). 

   

Barabbas knew that Jesus was his SUBSTITUTE. "Jesus, Son of the Father" took his place. Jesus went to the 

cross instead of Barabbas. During the past 2000 years many unbelievers have denied the doctrine of the 

substitutionary death of Christ and have said, "I do not believe that Christ died for me!" But this was a truth that 

Barabbas could never deny! No one can ever question the fact that Christ died for Barabbas! 

   

Barabbas knew that he had done nothing whatever to merit or to deserve this substitutionary death. He deserved 

death, but he was given freedom. Christ was condemned so that he could be released! 

   

Barabbas knew that his Substitute died so that he would not have to die. The only question before Pilate was 

whether Christ should die or Barabbas. When it was decided that Christ should die, Barabbas was set free (Matt. 

27:26). The demands of the law had been met and Roman justice had been satisfied. He never needed to fear 

death by crucifixion (unless he should commit additional crimes at some later time). Christ died so that 

Barabbas could live.  

TO BE SAVED, EVERYONE OF US MUST REALIZE THESE SAME FIVE FACTS! BARABBAS IS 

CLEARLY A TYPE OF THE GUILTY SINNER FOR WHOM CHRIST DIED!! 

Interesting thought question: Was Barabbas ever saved?  The Bible gives no answer.  Only God knows. 

  

The Men Who Were Crucified With Christ 
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"And with Him they crucified two thieves (robbers); the one on His right hand, and the other on His left."  

(Mark 15:27; see John 19:18). 

 

  

"He was numbered with the transgressors" 

(Isaiah 53:12; Mark 15:27-28). 

On the day that Christ died, there were three men who were crucified: "Where they crucified Him, and 

_________     ___________________ with Him, on  __________      _________ one, and Jesus in the 

_________________" (John 19:18). Who were these two other men and why were they being crucified? 

Matthew (27:38) and Mark (15:27) both describe these two men as _____________.  Actually the word means 

"a robber, a bandit, someone who robs and plunders openly and by violence." It does not mean a person who 

secretly and quietly enters into a home to steal. This word "robber" was also used to describe 

B__________________ (John 18:40). It is very possible that the two robbers crucified on either side of Jesus 

both belonged to the band of Barabbas, because the Scripture says that there were others who were put in 

prison with Barabbas who were also involved in the same insurrection or revolt against Rome (see Mark 15:7). 

Barabbas was released but these two robbers had to suffer the death penalty! 

Luke describes these two condemned men as ______________________ (Luke 23:32,39). This word means 

"an evil-doer, a criminal, a lawbreaker, one who commits serious crimes." Did these men feel that they had 

been unjustly condemned, or did they know that their deeds were evil (Luke 23:41)? 

The One who did no __________ (1 Peter 2:22) occupied the center cross, with a guilty criminal on each side 

(Luke 23:33). 

Christ Reviled By The Robbers 

Read the following passages carefully: Matthew 27:38-44 and Mark 15:27-32. Who reviled Jesus and abused 

the Saviour with insulting and mocking words? Did one of the robbers or did both of the robbers engage in this 

degrading activity? _______________________ Not only were they guilty of serious crimes, they were also 

guilty of blaspheming and speaking against the Holy Son of God. Thus they added sin upon sin. 

The Criminal Whose Eyes Were Opened And Whose Mouth Was Shut 
As we study Luke 23:39, we discover that something amazing happened! Something was drastically different 

than it had been just moments earlier! A great change had taken place. Instead of two robbers reviling Christ, 

there is only one who is hurling mocking insults at the Saviour! Only one is hurling abusive words, asking 

Christ to save him from crucifixion but caring nothing for the salvation of his soul. But the other is strangely 

silent. Finally, he breaks the silence and speaks out, not against Christ as previously, but against his robber 

companion (Luke 23:40)! 

What caused such a remarkable change? Was he impressed by the prayer of Jesus (Luke 23:34)? Did he observe 

the manner in which Jesus endured the suffering of the cross? Did be marvel at the way Jesus reacted to the 

mocking and reviling of the Jews, including himself? Did he read and somehow believe the superscription over 

the center cross (Luke 23:38)? Can you think of other things he may have noticed or observed about Jesus that 

may have helped to produce such a change? Are there things that people can see and observe in the way we live 

and act and speak that may help them to change their minds about Christ? 

"We’re Guilty!" 

Read Luke 23:40-41. This changed criminal was saying the following (circle the correct answer):  

Our crimes have been great, but our punishment is far greater than we deserve.  

We deserve to be punished, but death by crucifixion is a "cruel and unusual" form of punishment.  

We are guilty and justly condemned, but our punishment should be life-imprisonment in some comfortable 

Roman prison with three good meals served daily.  

We are condemned to a Roman cross, and we are getting exactly what we deserve. We are being justly 

rewarded for our evil deeds.  

This robber recognized that he was guilty before Rome and before God, and he knew that he deserved nothing 

less than the DEATH PENALTY. Guilty criminals deserve to die. This robber realized this. The uneducated 
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barbarians on the island of Melita understood this (Acts 28:4). The Bible clearly teaches that guilty criminals 

deserve to die (Genesis 9:6; Exodus 21:12,15,16,17,etc.). But for some reason, many lawmakers and judges of 

our land are opposed to this--that is, they are opposed to CAPITAL PUNISHMENT.  Murderers are encouraged 

to continue in their crimes because, although they may be caught and punished, they know they will not receive 

the punishment they fear the most. What punishment is this (Hebrews 2:15)? __________   See our study 

entitled Capital Punishment. 

Are you guilty before a holy God? Have you broken God’s holy law (consider the Ten Commandments for 

example) or have you kept it perfectly? Do you deserve DEATH for the crimes which YOU have committed 

(Roman 1:32; 6:23)? ________________ If God were to send you to a burning lake of fire to be punished and 

tortured forever and ever (which is infinitely worse than any Roman cross), would that be exactly what you 

deserve (compare Revelation 20:11; 21:8)? _________ (If your answer is NO, then you are not ready for the 

salvation that is found in Christ Jesus). A sin against an infinite, holy God is of far greater consequence than a 

sin against Rome, and it is worthy of a far greater punishment. The sinner seeking salvation must realize first of 

all that he deserves such punishment, as terrible as it may be. Sin is so terrible that it demands a terrible 

punishment!   If you are not sure that you are saved, see our paper entitled, Am I a True Believer? 

"He’s Innocent!" 

Though there were many "dogs and wicked men" (Psalm 22:16) surrounding the center cross, there was one 

man whom God raised up to bear a clear witness to the absolute sinlessness of the suffering Saviour. With few 

words, the penitent (repentant) robber expressed his firm belief in the innocence of Jesus: "This man hath done 

______________     ____________" (Luke 23:41). Jesus was guilty of NOT ONE THING – ABSOLUTELY 

NOTHING! He had done no wrong and committed no crime! 

Peter wrote about the guiltless and sinless Saviour in 1 Peter 3:18: "For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, 

the ____________ (the Righteous, Innocent One!) for the _____________ (the unrighteous, guilty ones – that’s 

us!), that He might _____________ us to ______." In 2 Corinthians 5:21, Paul tells us that the Saviour who 

died on the cross was the One who  ______________________ (He was sinless). 

Have you seen yourself as guilty and unrighteous and deserving of death? Have you seen the righteous and 

sinless Christ dying on the cross as your Substitute? Not only did Christ die in Barabbas’ place, He also died IN 

YOUR PLACE, the Just (the Righteous One) for the unjust (for the unrighteous ones)! 

Fantastic Faith 

A condemned criminal is soon to pass into eternity. Death is at the door. Time is running out. As he hangs on a 

cross between earth and heaven, he knows that it won’t be long before he is dead. Is there any hope for this man 

who has just about reached the end of a sin-filled life? 

If salvation depended on something that man must do (as many people believe and teach), then there is 

absolutely no hope for this guilty robber. Consider the following suggested ways of salvation and explain how 

hopeless (and how absurd!) each of these would be in the case of this dying criminal: 

1) To be saved you must live a good life. 

2) To be saved you must try your very best. 

3) To be saved the good you have done must outweigh the evil. 

4) To be saved you must serve God faithfully. 

5) To be saved you must keep the Ten Commandments. 

6) To be saved you must perform good works. 

7) To be saved you must read your Bible and go to church. 

8) To be saved you must be baptized in water. 

9) To be saved you must become a member of a church or synagogue. 

10) To be saved you must go to all those you have sinned against and ask their forgiveness. 

This man could do none of these things, but there was one thing he could do (read Acts 16:30-31): 

B__________________. Praise God, that’s the one thing he did! 

http://www.middletownbiblechurch.org/doctrine/capitalp.htm
http://www.middletownbiblechurch.org/salvatio/truebel.htm


Dr. H. Duane Bilderback – A.R.M.O.R. Center Ministries Page 81 
 

After rebuking the other robber, he looked at the dying Saviour and said, "Lord, 

_________________________   me when Thou comest into Thy ___________________ (Luke 23:42). What a 

remarkable statement! Over the head of Jesus was written an accusation: THIS IS THE _____________ OF 

THE ___________ (Luke 23:38), but the King was dying on the cross! How can a dead King come into His 

kingdom? How can someone who is crucified ever hope to be a King and have a Kingdom? Though this robber 

knew Jesus was dying, he somehow believed that this same Jesus would someday reign and rule on the earth! 

With the eyes of faith, he looked beyond the cross and saw the crown! Although he too was dying, he wanted to 

have a part in that future kingdom!  Perhaps he somehow believed that God would raise Christ from the dead 

(compare Romans 10:9 and John 12:32-34). 

Faith’s Reward 

The Bible tells us that God is __________ to do exceedingly abundantly ____________ all that we ask or think 

(Eph. 3:20). So it was in the case of the dying robber. He asked to be remembered in the future kingdom of the 

Messiah. After nearly 2000 years this promised kingdom has yet to be established on the earth (though we 

believe this kingdom is coming soon). But Jesus promised this man that he would not have to wait hundreds of 

years for the Kingdom: " _________________ shalt thou be with Me in ___________________" (Luke 23:43). 

Instead of being part of the kingdom later, you will be with the King today!   [Note:   "Paradise" is that place 

of comfort and blessing where the spirits of the righteous go at death, also known as "Abraham’s bosom" (Luke 

16:22-25). Today "paradise" is in heaven (2 Cor. 12:2,4).] 

Do you have assurance that if you were to die today, you would be WITH CHRIST? Did Paul have this 

assurance (Philippians 1:21,23)? _______ The saved robber had full assurance because Jesus said to him, 

"Verily (truly) I say unto thee..." (Luke 23:43). Has Jesus given to you a "Verily I say unto you..." by which 

you can claim full assurance of your salvation (compare John 5:24; 6:47; 8:51; 10:7,9)?  ______What promise 

given by Jesus would well apply to the other condemned criminal who did not repent (John 8:24)? 

________________________________________________________ What's wrong with this statement, "I'll 

wait until I’m close to death and then I’ll trust Christ, just like the thief (robber) on the cross"? 

______________________________________________________ Remember, there were two robbers!   One 

robber was saved that none should despair; but only one that none should presume! 

A Suffering Saint 
When a person is saved, his problems do not suddenly disappear. The repentant robber still had to face the 

torture of crucifixion, though he now had God’s Presence and Promise to sustain him. He had a very painful and 

difficult road ahead, but he knew that at the end of the road he would be with his Saviour in paradise! 

After several terrible hours of agony, the saved robber hears Jesus cry with a loud victory cry (see John 19:30), 

after which Jesus gave up the Spirit and died (Luke 23:46). Soon thereafter the Roman soldiers came and 

____________ the _________ of the two criminals (John 19:32). This was a procedure used to hasten death. 

Without the legs to give support, the body would sink down, the tension in the chest muscles would be too 

great, and rapid suffocation would occur. Apart from the smashing of the leg bones, these men probably could 

have lived on at least another day or two. But the converted criminal had to die "TODAY" (because of Christ’s 

Paradise Promise), and the momentary suffering that he endured in the crucifixion and leg-smashing and 

suffocation was not worthy to be compared with the glorious ETERNITY he would spend with his Saviour 

(read carefully Romans 8:18 and 2 Corinthians 4:17). 

  

The Uniqueness of the Center Cross 

Crucifixion is a terrible form of death. Death by the electric chair or a firing squad or a guillotine is relatively 

fast and painless. It is over almost before you know it. But the sufferings of the cross seem endless. Victims did 

not usually die for two or three days or even longer. This is why Pilate was so surprised to learn that Jesus was 

dead after being on the cross for only about six hours (Mark 15:44). This is why the legs of the robbers had to 

be broken, in order to hasten death (John 19:31-32). Criminals have been known to survive on a cross for more 

than a week! 
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It is interesting that the gospel writers give us very few details about the crucifixion of Christ. We might have 

expected them to describe all the gory and grim details of what Christ had to endure during those hours of 

torture. For example, a modern writer has given the following detailed description of the passion of Christ from 

a medical point of view: 

The crucifixion begins. Jesus is offered wine mixed with myrrh, a mild analgesic mixture. He refuses to drink. 

Simon is ordered to place the patibulum on the ground and Jesus is quickly thrown backward with His shoulders 

against the wood. The legionnaire feels for the depression at the front of the wrist. He drives a. heavy, square, 

wrought-iron nail through the wrist and deep into the wood. Quickly, he moves to the other side and repeats the 

action, being careful not to pull the arms too tightly, but to allow some flexion and movement. The patibulum is 

then lifted in place at the top of the stipes and the titulus reading, "Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews" is nailed 

in place. 

The left foot is pressed backward against the right foot, and with both feet extended, toes down, a nail is driven 

through the arch of each, leaving the knees moderately flexed. The victim is now crucified. As He slowly sags 

down with more weight on the nails in the wrists, excruciating, fiery pain shoots along the fingers and up the 

arms to explode in the brain – the nails in the wrists are putting pressure on the median nerves. As He pushes 

Himself upward to avoid this stretching torment, He places His full weight on the nail through His feet. 

At this point, another phenomenon occurs. As the arms fatigue, great waves of cramps sweep over the muscles, 

knotting them in deep, relentless, throbbing pain. With these cramps comes the inability to push Himself 

upward. Hanging by His arms, the pectoral muscles are paralyzed and the intercostal muscles are unable to act. 

Air can be drawn into the lungs, but cannot be exhaled. Jesus fights to raise Himself in order to get even one 

short breath. Finally, carbon dioxide builds up in the lungs and in the blood stream and the cramps partially 

subside. Spasmodically He is able to push himself upward to exhale and bring in the life-giving oxygen. 

Hours of this limitless pain, cycles of twisting, joint-rending cramps, intermittent partial asphyxiation, searing 

pain as tissue is torn from His lacerated back as He moves up and down against the rough timber; then another 

agony begins. A deep crushing pain deep in the chest as the pericardium slowly fills with serum and begins to 

compress the heart. 

It is now almost over – the loss of tissue fluid has reached a critical level – the compressed heart is struggling to 

pump heavy, thick sluggish blood into the tissues – the tortured lungs are making a frantic effort to gasp in 

small gulps of air. The markedly dehydrated tissues send their flood of stimuli to the brain. 

With one last surge of strength, He once again presses His torn feet against the nail, straightens His legs, takes a 

deeper breath, and utters His seventh and last cry, "Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit." 

("The Passion of Christ from a Medical Point of View", by C. Truman David, M.D., M. S., Arizona Medicine, 

Vol. 22, no. 3, March 1965) 

As we search the gospel accounts, we do not find any such description of the death of Christ. Even Luke the 

physician gives only a brief and simple statement, "And when they were come to the place, which is called 

Calvary, there  ________      ________________ Him" (LUKE 23:33; compare Matthew 27:35; Mark 15:24; 

John 19:18). Indeed, there are probably more details of the crucifixion found in PSALM 22 (written by David 

about 1000 years before the crucifixion of Christ), than in all four of the gospel accounts combined! 

God the Holy Spirit (the Divine Author of Scripture) had a reason for not over-emphasizing the physical 

sufferings of Christ. The physical sufferings were not what made the death of Christ so terrible. The death 

Christ died involved far more agony and suffering than the deaths that other men have died. No man will ever 

be able to say, "Christ’s death was nothing compared to what I had to go through." No, Christ’s death was 

unique. No one can really understand what the suffering Saviour had to face. 

And yet, many men were crucified, just, as Christ was, and most of these remained on the cross much longer 

than Christ did. Also there have been people who were tortured and put to death by means and methods even 

worse than crucifixion. Some of the Christian martyrs had to undergo such terrible forms of death that 

crucifixion would have seemed mild by comparison (see Foxe’s Book of Martyrs). Other individuals have 

greatly suffered for years as a result of injury or illness or disease before death finally came. Why then was the 

death of Christ so unique? 
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If we see only the physical aspect of the crucifixion, then we have really missed the whole point. Prior to the 

cross, what was it that Christ dreaded the most (Mark 14:36 and John 18:11)?  

The nails that would pierce His hands and feet  

The spear that would pierce His side  

The agony of being suspended on a cross for about six hours  

The awful thirst and danger of suffocation  

The cup which the Father would give Him to drink (see Chapter 11-the Agony of Christ)  

According to Christ’s own words, what was the most terrible part of the crucifixion experience (Matthew 

27:46)?  

Being nailed to the cross by the Romans  

Being mocked and reviled by the unbelieving Jews  

Being tortured by the weight of His own body coming down upon the nails  

Being forsaken and abandoned by Almighty God  

According to Psalm 22:1-3 and 2 Corinthians 5:21, why did God forsake His beloved Son? 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

Christ suffered for S_____ (1 Peter 3:18) and since He was perfectly Righteous ("Just"), the sins He suffered for 

were not His own!  

Christ was not overly concerned about what the Roman soldiers would do to Him, but He was greatly 

concerned about what God the Father would do to Him BECAUSE OF YOUR SINS AND MINE! Read 

ISAIAH 53, the chapter which describes the SPIRITUAL SUFFERINGS of Christ, and write down some of the 

things that GOD did to the LORD JESUS: 

Verse 4: _________________________________________________ 

Verse 6: _________________________________________________ 

Verse 10: ________________________________________________ 

God’s judgment came down upon Christ so that it would never need to come down upon us (Romans 8:1,3). 

Christ was forsaken by God so that we would never be forsaken by God (Hebrews 13:5)! DO YOU BELIEVE 

THAT CHRIST DID ALL OF THAT FOR YOU? If so, when was the last time you bowed your head and really 

thanked Christ for the cross He endured and for the sins which He bore (1 Peter 2:24)? 

Calvary's Miracles 

The Mysterious Darkness 

From the _____________ hour (about 12 noon) to the ___________ hour (about 3 p.m. in the afternoon) there 

was ____________________ over all the _______________ (Matthew 27:45). What caused such darkness? 

Certainly it could not have been a solar eclipse because the Passover was celebrated at the time of the full 

moon, and a solar eclipse can only take place when there is a new moon, as illustrated below: 

  

http://www.middletownbiblechurch.org/lifeochr/lifeoc11.htm
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Even if the sun, moon and earth were in the right position, a solar eclipse would never have lasted three hours!  

A solar eclipse lasts only for a matter of minutes, not hours. 

No, the darkness which fell upon the earth on the day Christ died (when the sun should have been at its peak) 

was SUPERNATURALLY CAUSED BY GOD. 

Darkness in the Bible is often a symbol of the JUDGMENT OF GOD. Please MATCH the following: 

1. ________ Plague of darkness upon the land of 
Egypt 

A. Matthew 24:29-30 

2. ________ Darkness before and during the day 
of the LORD (the Great Tribulation) 

B. Exodus 10:21-22 

3. ________ Darkness when Christ the Judge 
returns to earth at the second 
coming 

C. Joel 2:30-31 Amos 5:18 
Zephaniah 1:14-15 

Darkness and judgment go together. Christ was being "stricken, smitten of (by) _________ and afflicted" 

(Isaiah 53:4) – "sufferings so unspeakable that they were screened from profane and curious human 

inquisitiveness" (J. Oswald Sanders). God would not permit the eyes of sinful men to witness His suffering 

Son, during those hours when He took upon Himself the wrath and judgment we deserved! 

WELL MIGHT THE SUN IN DARKNESS HIDE,  

AND SHUT HIS GLORIES IN,  

WHEN CHRIST, THE MIGHTY MAKER DIED  

FOR MAN THE CREATURE’S SIN  
– Isaac Watts 

  

The Rending of the Veil 
"And, behold, the veil of the temple was ____________ in two (divided, torn apart) from the _______ to the 

_________________ " (Matt. 27:51). 

J. Oswald Sanders describes this mighty miracle as follows: 
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The Holy Place in the temple was divided from the Holiest of All by a great and beautiful veil. 

It was suspended by hooks from four pillars of gold. It measured sixty feet long by thirty feet 

wide, worked in seventy-two squares, and was reputed to be as thick as the palm of the hand. 

So heavy was it that the priests claimed it took three hundred men to handle it. 

The purpose of the veil needed no explanation. It was not a gateway, but a barrier. It 

effectively excluded the ministering priests from entering the Holiest of All. Only once a year 

was it drawn aside to admit the High Priest--on the Day of Atonement (Leviticus chapter 16; 

and compare Hebrews 9:1-8). He entered the sacred Presence-chamber to sprinkle the mercy-

seat with blood, making atonement for his own sins and those of his people. 

For centuries the veil had hung gracefully in its place, but suddenly, at the very moment the 

Crucified uttered His loud, expiring cry, the ministering priests heard a tearing sound, and as if 

an unseen hand severed it by starting at the top, the veil fell apart before their awe-stricken 

gaze. 

Who could express the solemnity of the moment when they found themselves gazing into the 

sanctuary where for centuries God had deigned to dwell, and into which none had dared enter 

under pain of death. Tradition has it that the priests, unwilling to accept the implications of this 

divine act, sewed up the curtain and resumed their ritual, as though no world-shaking event 

had taken place.     (The Incomparable Christ, pp. 216-217) 

Yes, no human hand could have done this. Because of the death of Christ, God was able to remove the barrier 

that stood between sinful men and a holy God. In Old Testament times, only one man (the High Priest) could 

come before God’s Presence; and this privilege he enjoyed only once a year (Heb. 9:7). Today God invites 

every believer to COME before Him! The way has been opened by a mighty act of God (Heb. 4:16; 10:19-

20,22)! How often do you take advantage of this FREE and OPEN ACCESS (Eph. 2:18)? 

  

A Mighty Earthquake 

"And the earth did _______________, and the rocks ____________ (were split)"--(Matt. 27:51). 

Not only was there an earthquake on Mt. Calvary, but hundreds of years earlier there was an earthquake on Mt. 

Sinai (Exodus 19:18; Hebrews 12:26). On both mountains GOD SPOKE and the earth shook. At Mt. Sinai God 

said, "THIS SHALT THOU DO...." and He gave the Ten Commandments. As a result men were condemned 

because it is impossible for sinful men to keep God’s holy law. At Mt. Calvary God said, "IT IS 

___________________ " (John 19:30). As a result, God is able to justify guilty lawbreakers!  

The message of Mt. Sinai:  

LAWBREAKERS DESERVE TO DIE!  

The message of Mt. Calvary: 

 I HAVE DIED FOR THEM. THE PENALTY HAS BEEN PAID IN FULL! IT IS FINISHED! 

  

The Appearance of Dead Saints 

Only Matthew records this remarkable miracle: "And the ________________ were ________________; and 

many ______________ of the ___________________ which slept ____________________" (Matthew 27:52). 

When did these saints come out of their graves (Matthew 27:53)? 

__________________________________________________ What did they do after they arose (Matthew 

27:53)? _________________________________________________________________ 

Here was a wonderful and vivid sign that Jesus had conquered death. Forever, Christ has robbed the grave of its 

terror and victory (1 Corinthians 15:55,57; Hebrews 2:14-15)!  This resurrection was also a foretaste of a future 

resurrection which will be enjoyed by all believers (compare John 6:40).  Because He lives, we shall live also! 

The Significance Of The Crucifixion 

Christ died, that’s history! Christ died for me, that’s salvation! The four gospels are essentially history books, 

given by inspiration of God.  They tell us what happened. They tell us that Christ was crucified and that He 
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died. They do not go into great detail as to the significance of the death of Christ. The epistles (the New 

Testament letters) are doctrinal books. They teach us the meaning and significance of the death of Christ. 

Look up the following chapters in the epistles and in each chapter find the verse which discusses the death of 

Christ and then write down the answer  to this question: "Why did Christ die?"  

1 Peter 3, verse _____ 

 _____________________________________________________  

2 Corinthians 5, verse ________ 

______________________________________________________  

1 Corinthians 15, verse _______ 

______________________________________________________  

Galatians 1, verse _______ 

______________________________________________________  

Titus 2, verse _______ 

______________________________________________________  

Romans 14, verse _______ 

______________________________________________________  

2 Corinthians 5, verse _______ 

_______________________________________________________  

Ephesians 5, verse _______ 

_______________________________________________________  

1 Thessalonians 5, verse _______ 

_______________________________________________________  

Hebrews 10, verse _______ 

_______________________________________________________  

We must never forget that the One who died on the cross was GOD.  As Isaac Watts said, "Well might the sun 

in darkness hide, and shut His glories in, when Christ, the mighty Maker died, for man the creature's sin."  The 

following poem illustrates this amazing fact: 

The Maker of the universe 

As Man, for man was made a curse. 

The claims of Law which He had made, 

Unto the uttermost He paid. 

His holy fingers made the bough 

Which grew the thorns that crowned His brow. 

The nails that pierced His hands were mined 

In secret places He designed. 

He made the forest whence there sprung 

The tree on which His body hung. 

He died upon a cross of wood, 

Yet made the hill on which it stood. 

The sky that darkened o'er His head 

By Him above the earth was spread. 

The sun that hid from Him its face 

By His decree was poised in space. 

The spear which spilled His precious blood 

Was tempered in the fires of God. 

The grave in which His form was laid 

Was hewn in rocks His hands had made. 

The throne on which He now appears 

Was His from everlasting years. 



Dr. H. Duane Bilderback – A.R.M.O.R. Center Ministries Page 87 
 

But a new glory crowns His brow, 

And every knee to Him shall bow. 

        --F. W. Pitt 

WHAT DOES THE CRUCIFIXION OF CHRIST MEAN TO YOU?  

CAN YOU SAY WHAT PAUL SAID IN GALATIANS 2:20 AND 6:14? 

For a similar study, with special emphasis on the significance of Christ's sufferings, see The Passion of Christ.  

 

CHAPTER 15 

The Resurrection Of Christ 

 

  

 
 

If men really want to see the LOVE OF GOD, where must they look? What great historical event demonstrates 

and proves that God is a God of LOVE (see John 3:16; Romaine 5:8; 2 Cor. 5:14; Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 

5:2,25; 1 John 3:16; 4:9-10)? ____________________________________________________________ 

If men really want to see the POWER OF GOD, where must they look? What great historical event 

demonstrates and proves that God is a God of POWER (see Roman 1:4; Ephesians 1:19-20; Philippians 3:10)?  

__________________________________________ 

When God wants to demonstrate His GRACE and MERCY, what (or who) does He point to (Ephesians 2:7 and 

compare 1 Timothy 1:14-16)? __________________________________________________ 

  

How To Destroy Christianity 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is mentioned at least 104 times in the New Testament. Without 

the resurrection there would be no gospel, no salvation, no Christianity and no message of hope for men. As 

Christians we must not only believe in the resurrection (Romans 10:9), but we should also know WHY we 

believe! Our FAITH is founded upon FACTS and the greatest FACT of all is that "GOD...RAISED UP JESUS" 

(Acts 5:30). If the enemies of the gospel can destroy this FACT, then they have destroyed the basis for our 

FAITH. Suppose an atheist or a skeptic wished to destroy the Christian faith. Let him prove that Christ never 

rose from the dead. When that is done, he has destroyed Christianity. His work is done. 

The Claims of Christ 

Suppose a religious or political leader living today began to make the following announcement over the radio: 

"I want you all to know that when I go to London, my enemies will murder me, my body will be buried, but in 
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less than a week’s time, I will be raised from the dead and hundreds of people will see me alive!" What an 

extraordinary prediction coming from the lips of any man! 

In Chapter 6, we studied some of the remarkable claims of Christ and we learned that Jesus clearly claimed to 

be the Messiah, the Son of the living God.  As you study the following verses, you will see that Jesus made yet 

another amazing claim--that He would rise again from the dead (see Matthew 16:21; 17:9; 17:22-23; 20:18-19; 

26:32; Mark 9:10; Luke 9:22; John 2:18-22; etc.). Was this something Jesus told His disciples only, or did His 

enemies know about this claim as well (Matthew 27:62-64)? __________________________________  If the 

resurrection was a HOAX (if Jesus never really rose from the dead), then we would have to say that Jesus was a 

D___________________ (Matthew 27:63). Did Jesus really rise again from the dead AS _____    _________ 

(Matthew 28:6; compare Luke 24:44-46)? 

Something Happened! 

Consider Peter. He cowardly denied Christ three times (Luke 22:54-62), but 53 days later he boldly proclaimed 

and confessed Christ before thousands (Acts 2, see especially verses 22-24, 36, 40-41). Not even imprisonments 

and terrible threatenings by the Jewish leaders could silence this fearless preacher (Acts 4:1-21; 5:27-32,41-

42)!   SOMETHING HAPPENED! 

James, the Lord’s half-brother (the son of Mary and Joseph), did not ________________ in Christ (John 7:5), 

but later be became the leader of the great church at Jerusalem (Acts 12:17; 15:13; 21:17-18). James even 

described himself as "a ___________________ of God and of the ___________    __________     

___________" (James 1:1). How can we explain this change in James (see 1 Corinthians 15:7)? SOMETHING 

HAPPENED! 
Doubting Thomas refused to believe in the resurrection unless he could actually see (and touch) the risen Christ 

(John 20:24-25). He saw no hope beyond the grave (John 11:16). Nothing less than conclusive empirical 

evidence would convince him. Yet tradition tells us that Thomas later became a great missionary to Persia or 

India. What changed a skeptic into a believer? What transformed "doubting Thomas" into "convinced Thomas" 

(John 20:26-29)?  SOMETHING HAPPENED! 

Saul was one of the greatest enemies the church of Christ ever had. His life was devoted to destroying 

Christians (Acts 8:1-3; 9:1-2; 1 Corinthians 15:9; 1 Timothy 1:13). One day Saul journeyed to the city of 

Damascus and before he arrived something happened which drastically changed his life (Acts 9:1-9; 1 

Corinthians 15:8). The Church’s greatest persecutor soon became the Church’s greatest Apostle! 

SOMETHING HAPPENED on that road to Damascus! 

The eleven disciples at the time of the arrest of Christ ran like scared rabbits (Matthew 26:56)! Weeks later 

these same men became powerful, bold preachers who were willing to be martyred for what they believed! In 

the first century, the entire Roman empire felt the impact of the gospel that these men preached (compare 

Colossians 1:5-6, 23)! The gospel they preached was that Christ "__________     __________ the 

_____________day according to the Scriptures" (1 Corinthians 15:4). Do men usually lay down their lives for a 

doctrine they do not believe? ______ SOMETHING HAPPENED to these men (see 1 Corinthians 15:5)! 

The Christian church was founded in the first century and it has been in existence ever since. As H. D. A. 

Major once commented, "Had the crucifixion of Jesus ended His disciples’ experience of Him, it is hard to see 

how the Christian church could have come into existence." But the Christian church did come into existence! 

SOMETHING must have HAPPENED! 

The Jews' original day of rest and worship was Saturday because in Genesis it says that God had finished His 

creation and rested on the seventh day (Gen. 2:1-3). It was written into their holy laws (Exodus 20:8-11). The 

Sabbath is one of the supporting columns of Judaism. One of the most reverent things in the life of a Jew was 

the keeping of the Sabbath. From time immemorial the Jews had celebrated the seventh day of the week as their 

day of rest and worship, but we find the early Christians (most of whom were Jews) in the book of Acts, and 

also in early Christian writings, assembling on the first day of the week (Sunday). Few things are more difficult 

to accomplish than the change in a holy day that has been celebrated for centuries and is one of the most 

cherished customs of the people. These Christians actually succeeded in changing this age-old and 

theologically-backed day of rest, and they began worshipping God on Sunday. Yet, remember, THEY WERE 
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JEWS THEMSELVES!  This was one of the biggest decisions any religious body of men have ever made!! 

Something tremendous must have occurred that led to this change. SOMETHING must have HAPPENED!  

Something spectacular must have occurred on the first day of the week that so impressed the early Christians 

that they changed their day of worship.  [See our study entitled The Sabbath and The Lord's Day.] 

Has your life been transformed by the risen Christ? Have you experienced a wonderful change? Has 

SOMETHING HAPPENED to you? 
The Appearances of Christ 

There are at least six books in the New Testament, written by five different men, which tell us about the 

resurrection appearances of Christ--Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts, and 1 Corinthians. At least three of these 

Bible writers actually saw the risen Lord--Matthew, John and Paul--and thus they wrote from first hand 

experience.   As we study these inspired documents, we learn that Christ appeared to the following people, in 

the following order: 

   

Christ was first seen by Mary Magdalene (Mark 16:9; John 20:1-18). 

   

Christ was seen by the women returning from the tomb (Matthew 28:9-10). 

   

Christ was seen by Peter, perhaps in the afternoon (1 Corinthians 15:5; Luke 24:34). 

   

Christ was seen by Cleopas and another disciple on the road to Emmaus, probably in the 

late afternoon (Luke 24:13-35; Mark 16:12). 

   

Christ was seen by the ten disciples (Thomas absent) and others that first Sunday evening 

(Mark 16:14; Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-24; 1 Corinthians 15:5). 

   

Christ was seen by the eleven disciples (Thomas present) one week later (John 20:26-29). 

   

Christ was seen by the seven disciples by the Sea of Tiberias which is the Sea of Galilee 

(John 21:1-22; see especially verse 14). 

   

Christ was seen by more than ________________ people in Galilee (1 Corinthians 15:6; 

probably this is the same appearance mentioned in Matthew 28:16-18).  Note:  Remember, 

the book of 1 Corinthians was written about 55 A. D. (more than 20 years after the death 

and resurrection of Christ). Yet even at this time there were more than 250 (and probably 

more than 300) people still living who had actually seen the risen Christ (1 Corinthians 

15:6) and who could testify that they had seen Him! 

Christ was seen by James, although little is said about this appearance (1 Corinthians 15:7). 

   

Christ was seen by His disciples on the day He ascended into heaven (Mark 16:19; Luke 

24:50-51; Acts 1:3-12).  

After the ascension, Christ was also seen by Stephen (Acts 7:55-56), by Saul or Paul (Acts 

9:1-7; 1 Cor.9:1; 15:8) and by John (Revelation 1:9-18). 

It is important to notice that Christ was seen by all kinds of people at different times and under different 

circumstances. Several times Christ was seen by seven or more people at once. Sometimes just one person was 

present. On one occasion there were two people present.  On another occasion there were more than 500 people 

present who saw the risen Christ. Of those who saw the resurrected Lord, some were women and some were 

men. One was a tax-collector, others were fishermen, one was a skeptic and another was an enemy of Christ 

(Saul of Tarsus). 
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The risen Lord Jesus was also seen under all sorts of conditions. Some saw Him in a garden; others saw Him in 

a room; others again talked with Him on a road; others saw Him by the Sea of Galilee. He appeared more than 

once in Judea; He appeared more than once in Galilee; once He appeared north of Galilee near Damascus (Acts 

9). Some met Him on a mountain; some saw Him at the dawn of day; others saw Him during the bright light of 

day, and others again at night. He was seen for a period of __________ days (Acts 1:3). In this same verse, Dr. 

Luke, the careful historian, underscores the certainty of the resurrection as proven by the post-resurrection 

appearances of Christ: "He showed Himself _____________ after His passion (death) by many infallible 

____________" (Acts 1:3). 

Those who actually saw the living Christ then became WITNESSES of the resurrection. Look up the following 

verses in the book of Acts, and see how the term "WITNESS" is connected with the idea of the 

"RESURRECTION" of Christ: 

Acts 1:22 Acts 5:30-32 

Acts 2:32 Acts 10:39-42 

Acts 3:15 Acts 13:30-31 

Acts 4:33 Compare Luke 24:46-48 and 

1 Corinthians 15:15. 

 

Do you believe these men were TRUE WITNESSES or FALSE WITNESSES (compare John 21:24)? 

_________________________________ Keep in mind that these men were persecuted, punished and even put 

to death because they spoke concerning the resurrection of Christ and joyfully declared Him to be alive 

(compare Acts 4:2)! Did these men really believe what they preached? 

Bodily Resurrection 

Many so-called "Christians" claim to believe in the resurrection of Christ, but they deny that the actual body of 

Christ was raised from the dead. They might say that "His spirit lives on" or "His influence lives on" or "His 

memory lives on" but they do not believe that Jesus lives today in a glorified, resurrected body.  [We could also 

say that the influence of Abraham Lincoln lives on or the memory of Mickey Mantle lives on, but this certainly 

does not mean that these men rose from the dead!] 

What do the Scriptures really say about this?  The living Christ who appeared to more than 500 people on one 

occasion was no mere "spirit" or "ghost" or "influence" or "memory."  He could be held by the __________ 

(Matthew 28:9). Mary was able to cling to Jesus (John 20:17– "touch Me not" can be translated "stop clinging 

to me").  He could walk in the country (Luke 24:15). He invited the disciples to _________________ Him or to 

touch Him (Luke 24:39). His disciples could see and feel that He had F___________ and B___________ (Luke 

24:39). He could cook F___________ (John 21:9) and He could E_______ it (Luke 24:42)! The marks and 

scars of His sufferings could be seen and felt (John 20:25,27). Does the Scripture support a BODILY 

resurrection, or merely a "spiritual" resurrection? ___________________________________ 

The Importance Of The Resurrection 

Suppose the resurrection were nothing but a lie--the biggest hoax known to history. Suppose the disciples were 

deluded and deceived (they thought Christ had risen from the dead, but they were mistaken). Or suppose the 

disciples were deliberately trying to deceive others (they knew Christ had not risen from the dead, but they tried 

to fool others into believing that He had). What would this mean? Read 1 Corinthians 15:14-15, 17-19, and list 

the six things that would be true if Christ had not risen from the dead:  

___________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________  
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___________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________  

We know, however, that Christ is risen indeed!  In 1 Corinthians 15:20 we read the glorious good news: "BUT 

now _____ Christ risen from the dead!" He is risen most certainly!  And because He has risen from the dead, 

the following six things are true (notice how these six things correspond to the six things you filled in above): 

   

The early Christians preached in power concerning the 
resurrection and their preaching was true (Acts 4:33)! 
   
Our faith is in a risen Saviour who LIVES (Gal. 2:20)! 
   
The Christian apostles were not false witnesses but true 
witnesses because Christ is risen indeed (John 21:24)! 
   
Those who put their faith in a risen Christ have complete 
forgiveness of sins (Acts 10:40-43)! 
   
Those believers who have died are now in the presence of their 
risen Saviour (Philippians 1:21,23; 2 Cor. 5:8)! 
   
Those who hope in Christ are the most blessed people on the 
face of the earth, not only in this life, but in the life to come (1 
Tim. 4:8-10; Psalm 146:5)!  

Do you believe in your heart that GOD HAS RAISED THE LORD JESUS FROM THE DEAD? _________ 

The Bible clearly teaches that those who disbelieve and deny the resurrection of Christ are not saved (Romans 

10:9; 1 Thessalonians 4:14; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4)!  To be saved you must believe the gospel (1 Cor. 15:1-4) 

and the resurrection is one of the fundamental facts of the gospel (1 Cor. 15:4). 

False Theories 

Those who deny the resurrection have tried in vain to come up with satisfactory explanations for why the tomb 

was empty. Different people have suggested the following weak theories (except for #5 which I made up 

myself): 

1) The disciples stole the body of Jesus. 

First of all, how would they have gotten past the Roman soldiers who guarded the tomb and how would they 

have moved the giant rock which was rolled against the tomb’s entrance? But even more significant is this: If 

the disciples had stolen the body, then they would have known that Jesus was dead. Why then would they have 

gone forth and fearlessly preached that He rose again? Most of them were killed because of the message that 

they preached. Men seldom lay down their lives for what they know to be a lie or a falsehood. 

2) The women went to the wrong tomb and found it to be empty. 

If they had made such a mistake it is certain that the authorities would have quickly called this fact to their 

attention. If the enemies of Christianity had known where the body was, would they not have produced it? This 

would have proven once and for all that the resurrection was a falsehood. All they had to do was to produce the 

body, but they never did. 

3) The people who claimed to see Christ actually had hallucinations and visions. They thought they saw Christ 

but they really didn’t. 
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This might answer one or two isolated cases, but it’s impossible that 500 people on one occasion would all be 

afflicted by mass hallucinations (1 Corinthians 15:6). And again, this could have easily been answered by 

bringing forth the dead body of Jesus. 

4) Jesus did not really die on the cross, and when He was put in the tomb He was still alive. When people later 

saw Him alive, it was because He had never died! 

I once read the following in a newspaper clipping: Q: Our preacher said, on Easter, that Jesus just swooned on 

the cross and that the disciples nursed Him back to health. What do you think? A: Beat your preacher with a cat-

of-nine-tails with 39 heavy strokes; buffet him repeatedly; nail him to a cross, hang him in the sun for six hours; 

run a spear through his heart, embalm him; put him in an airless tomb for many hours and see what happens! 

5) A UFO came and took away the body out of the tomb by means of a molecular transporter device. 

Can you think of any other theories or explanations that the unbelievers could dream up to explain away the 

resurrection? 

Two Men Who Were Willing To Examine the Evidence 

The eighteenth century was the darkest period religiously in the history of England since the time of the 

Reformation. It was the age of the great deists, agnostics, rationalists and unbelievers, when "all men of rank are 

[were] thought to be infidels." Like so many of the literary men of his time, George Lyttelton and his friend 

Gilbert West were led at first to reject the Christian religion. 

Fully persuaded that the Bible was an imposture, they were determined to expose the cheat. Lord Lyttelton 

chose the Conversion of Paul and Mr. West the Resurrection of Christ for the subject of hostile criticism. Both 

sat down to their respective tasks full of prejudice; but the result of their separate attempts was, that they were 

both converted by their efforts to overthrow the truth of Christianity. They came together, not as they expected, 

to exult over an imposture exposed to ridicule, but to lament over their own folly and to felicitate each other on 

their joint conviction that the Bible was the Word of God. Their able inquiries have furnished two of the most 

valuable treatises in favor of revelation, one entitled "OBSERVATIONS ON THE CONVERSION OF ST. 

PAUL" and the other "OBSERVATIONS ON THE RESURRECTION  CHRIST." 

--From "Observations on the Conversion and Apostleship of St. Paul" (introduction by J. L. Campbell) as 

published in The Fundamentals, 1917 (Volume 2). 

Other Religious Leaders 

Abraham’s tomb  occupied 

Moses’ tomb  occupied 

Confucius’ tomb occupied 

Buddha’s tomb occupied 

Mohammed’s tomb occupied 

Jesus’ tomb EMPTY! 

The decision is now yours to make; the evidence speaks for itself. It says very clearly– 

Christ Is Risen Indeed!!! 

Has your life been changed by the risen Christ (2 Cor.5:14-17)??? 

Supplemental Material on Christ's Resurrection 

God's Sovereignty Demonstrated 

 in Christ's Resurrection Appearances 

As we read the resurrection accounts in the four gospels, we find fascinating examples of 

certain believers not being able to recognize the Lord.  We will examine each of these.  We 
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will find that God was in total control of which people would be able to recognize Him and 

when they would be able to recognize Him. 

Exactly how the Lord was able to disguise Himself is not fully explained, although we find 

certain hints in the text.  Some have tried to explain this based on the unbelief of the disciples 

and the fact that because of their unbelief they were not expecting the resurrection.  However, 

this explanation falls short for two reasons:  1)  These disciples knew Christ well and they 

certainly knew what He looked like.  If he were to appear to them under normal conditions, 

they would certainly recognize Him readily, even if they were not expecting to see Him.  2)  

Unbelief alone is not sufficient to explain why, in certain instances, He was not recognized.  

The prime example of unbelief was Thomas, and yet when Thomas saw Him, he recognized 

Him immediately without any problems (John 20:26-29).   

Let us consider the following three examples of non-recognition: 

1)  Mary Magdalene 

Mary was the first to see the risen Lord.  When she first saw Him, she did not recognize Him 

(John 20:14), but mistook Him for the gardener (John 20:15).   Verse 14 says that she turned to 

look in Jesus' direction and she saw Him standing.  A naturalistic explanation would be that 

she did not get a good look at Him, but perhaps there was more to it than that.  It was not until 

He called her by name that she recognized Him as her beloved Teacher ["teacher" not 

"husband" as is blasphemously being suggested in many places today].  The Lord was not 

recognized by Mary until He made Himself known to her, in His time, in His way. 

2)  The Two Disciples on the Road to Emmaus 

These disciples knew the Lord, walked with him for a prolonged period of time, and yet did 

not recognize Him until He broke bread.  These men knew the Lord and certainly knew what 

he looked like.  How can we explain the fact that he appeared to them and yet they considered 

him a "stranger" (Luke 24:18)?  How did He disguise Himself from them so effectively?   

In Mark 16:12 we are told that Jesus appeared to them "in another [heteros] form."   If this 

means anything, it means that His outward appearance was different.  In Luke 24:16 we learn 

that their "eyes were holden [restricted] that they should not know [recognize] Him" [and 

compare this with verse 31 where their eyes were opened and they knew Him].  Some think 

that they saw the nail prints in His hands when he broke the bread.  We are not really told 

exactly what it was that caused them to recognize Him, but as soon as they did, He was gone 

(verse 31). 

Nothing was left to accident.  The Lord did not want them to recognize Him until the exact 

moment when they did. The Lord was in total control of the situation and revealed Himself to 

them in the right place, at the right time. 

The Disciples on the Boat 

Seven disciples were on a boat on the Sea of Galilee.  The risen Lord Jesus appeared to them 

on the shore.  At first the disciples did not know it was Jesus (John 21:4). They did not 

recognize Him.  He even spoke to them (and they answered Him) and gave them instructions, 

but they still did not recognize Him (John 21:5-6).  They were close enough to be able to hold 

a conversation (between the shore and the boat), and yet they did not know it was Jesus.  John, 

perhaps the most spiritually sensitive of the disciples, was the first to recognize Him (John 

21:7), but even John did not recognize Jesus at first.  Again, the recognition happened exactly 

at the moment of the Lord's choosing. 

The Other Appearances 

In reading of the other resurrection appearances we find no difficulties with recognition 

(unless we consider Paul's momentary lack of recognition--Acts 9:5).  They knew it was Jesus 

from the moment they saw Him.   
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When we first see the risen Lord, on that glorious day, there will be no problem of non-

recognition (1 John 3:2), even though we have never seen Him in the flesh!  Even so, come, 

Lord Jesus!  Until then we live by 1 Peter 1:8--"Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, 

though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory." 

  

 

CHAPTER 16 

The Ascension Of Christ 

 

"Who (Jesus Christ) is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers 

being made subject unto Him"  (1 Peter 3:22). 

  

Following His resurrection, the Lord Jesus Christ was seen by certain men and women for ____________ days 

(Acts 1:3). He was then taken up into heaven to await the day of His triumphal return when His 

_________________ shall be made His footstool (Psalm 110:1). What was the purpose of this forty-day period? 

Actually the Bible reveals a fourfold purpose: 

  

1. To Convince Men Of His Resurrection 

The first purpose of this forty-day period was to convince the disciples of the reality of the resurrection. Their 

Lord was risen indeed! How did they know this? For forty days Jesus "showed Himself ____________ after His 

passion (His suffering and death on the cross) by many infallible __________________" (Acts 1:3). 

The need for such verification was great. After the resurrection many of the disciples did not believe that Jesus 

was actually alive. In fact, every gospel account makes mention of those who doubted. In the following 

passages, find the verses which tell us about those who doubted or disbelieved the resurrection:  

Matthew 28:16-18  

Verse(s) showing doubt or disbelief: ______________________________________ 

  

Mark 16:9-14  

Verse(s) showing doubt or disbelief: ______________________________________ 

  

Luke 24:6-12, 18-27  

Verse(s) showing doubt or disbelief: ______________________________________ 

  

John 20:24-29  

 

Verse(s) showing doubt or disbelief: ______________________________________  

Thomas was but one among many who doubted. The moment Thomas saw the risen Lord, all doubts vanished! 

Instantly "doubting Thomas"
 
became "convinced Thomas"! Others who saw the risen Saviour were fully 

persuaded as well. Yes, this forty-day period served its purpose well! 

  

2. To Communicate Truth About His Kingdom 

A second purpose for this forty-day period was to provide the apostles with a comprehensive course on the 

Kingdom, taught by the King Himself! The Lord was "seen of (by) them forty days...speaking of the things 

pertaining to the ________________     _____      ________" (Acts 1:3). Israel’s promised kingdom was 

foremost on the minds of the disciples, as indicated by their question, "Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again 

the ___________________ to Israel?" (Acts 1:6)   Their Master and Teacher supplied them with needed 
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information concerning this vast subject of God’s reign on earth.   

  

3. To Confirm The Promise of His Presence 

Before our Lord returned to heaven, He promised His disciples that He would not leave them alone. Though He 

was received up into heaven, there was a sense in which He was still present "working with" His chosen 

apostles (see Mark 16:19-20). 

Actually, for a period of forty days Jesus was playing a game of "peek-a-boo" with His disciples. He would 

appear and then disappear. They would see Him, but then He would be gone. A week later He would be seen 

again (John 20:19-26). When parents play "peek-a-boo" with a baby, they are teaching the child an important 

truth. Even though you cannot see Mommy and Daddy, they are still there! 

Our Lord, therefore, by His frequent resurrection appearances, was skillfully instructing His beloved disciples 

concerning His abiding presence. They were then better prepared to understand His promise, "Lo, I am you 

_______________ (though you will not see Me), even unto the end of the age" (Matthew 28:20). Their Lord 

would not leave them, but He would come in the Person of the Holy Spirit to be present with them forever (John 

14:16-18)! 

  

4. To Command His Chosen Apostles 

During the forty-day period immediately following the resurrection, the Lord Jesus gave His marching orders to 

His faithful disciples. Luke records that before Christ was taken up to heaven He gave 

"_______________________ unto the apostles whom He had chosen" (Acts 1:2). These solemn 

commandments comprise what is generally known as "The Great Commission." 

In the Great Commission, the Lord Jesus Christ gave His farewell address, His parting words, His final 

instructions to the men who would soon become the first members of His church. What really is the mission of 

the church today? What is our God-given task and responsibility? Why does the Church of Jesus Christ exist? 

What exactly has our sovereign Lord and Head told us to do? These crucial questions can only be answered by a 

careful study of the Great Commission passages.   See our study entitled, What the Great Commission Is Not. 

All four of the gospel writers contribute significantly to our understanding of what the Great Commission really 

entails. They each accurately record the words and commands of Christ which were given after His resurrection 

and before He returned to heaven. Study the following passages which comprise our Lord’s Great Commission 

and ask yourself this important question: WHAT IS THE GOD-GIVEN TASK AND RESPONSIBILITY OF 

THE CHURCH OF WHICH I AM A MEMBER?  

 

   

The Great Commission According to Matthew: 

Matthew 28:16-20  

Note: The word "teach" in verse 19 means "make disciples of." 

  

The Great Commission According to Mark:  

Mark 16:14-20 

   

The Great Commission According to Luke:  

Luke 24:44-53 and Acts 1:1-8  

Note: The book of Acts was also written by Luke. 

  

The Great Commission According to John:  

John 20:19-23 (compare John 17:18)  

http://www.middletownbiblechurch.org/mevangel/greatcom.htm
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The Lord has ascended and gone back to heaven, but He has left us here on the earth. May God enable us by 

His grace to understand exactly what He has told us to do and to be obedient to those commandments which the 

Saviour has given. As He represents us in heaven, may we represent Him faithfully and consistently on earth. 

The ascension of Christ marks the division between the earthly and heavenly ministry of Christ. It is the great 

historical event which separates the Gospel of Luke from the book of Acts. Whereas Luke’s Gospel ends with 

the account of the ascension (can you find the verse?___________ ), the book of Acts begins by mentioning this 

same event (can you find the verses? ______________ ). 

Several different Greek words are used in the New Testament to describe this important event:  

 

   

analambano which means "to be taken up, to be received up"  

See Mark 16:19, Acts 1:2,11,22; 1 Timothy 3:16. 

   

anabaino which means "to go up"  

See John 3:13; 6:62; 20:17; Ephesians 4:8-10. 

   

anaphero which means "to be carried up"  

See Luke 24:51. 

   

harpazo which means "to be snatched up, to be caught up"   

See Revelation 12:5  

Note: This is the same word that is used to describe the rapture in 1 Thessalonians 4:17 

("caught up"). Just as Christ was "caught up" into heaven (Revelation 12:5), so will born-again 

believers be "caught up" to meet the Lord in the air. This word was also used to describe 

Paul’s unique trip to heaven in 2 Corinthians 12:2,4. 

  

aperchomai which means "to go away"  

See John 16:7 

   

hupago which means "to go away"  

See John 8:14, 21-22; in John chapters 13, 14 and 16 this word is often used. 

   

poreuomai which means "to go"  

See 1 Peter 3:22 ("is gone"). This word is also used several times in John chapters 14 and 16.  

 

Read through John chapters 13, 14 and 16 and make a list of every verse that speaks about Christ going to the 

Father (and going away from this earth). 

List the verses here:  

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

It was of tremendous importance that our Lord’s final departure from the earth should not be a mere vanishing 

out of sight, as He did at Emmaus (see Luke 24:31). This would have resulted in uncertainty as to whether or 

not He might again appear. Our Lord’s ascension took place in broad daylight in the presence of many 

witnesses. The disciples knew that they could not expect to see the Lord until His second coming (Acts 1:11; 

compare Psalm 110:1); even as Jesus had told them, "I ______ to my ________________, and ye _________ 

Me ____    __________" (John 16:10).  
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Thought question: What about people living today who claim that they have seen Christ or have seen a vision of 

Christ? As you think about this, compare 1 Peter 1:8; John 20:29 (they have missed the blessing!) and 2 

Corinthians 5:7. 

Because Christ went up, it became possible for Someone else to come down and to begin a wonderful and 

unique ministry in the hearts of church-age believers. Who was this Person Whom Christ sent into the world 

after He had departed from the world (see John 16:7-16; 7:37-39; Acts 2:33)? 

____________________________ 

Was the ascension of Christ an event that was predicted in the Old Testament Scriptures (see Psalm 16:10-11 

and compare Acts 2:25-36; Psalm 68:18 and compare Ephesians 4:8; and see especially Psalm 110:1)? 

_________ 

  

The Session (Act Of Sitting) of Christ 

The last verse cited above, Psalm 110:1, is a very significant prophecy concerning Christ because it is directly 

quoted in seven New Testament passages (Matthew 22:44; Mark 12:36; Luke 20:42-43; Acts 2:34-35; 1 

Corinthians 15:25; Hebrews 1:13; Hebrews 10:12-13). It is also mentioned indirectly in several other passages 

(see for example Matthew 26:64). After the Saviour had FINISHED the ONCE-FOR-ALL sacrifice for sins 

(Hebrews 10:10-12) and following His victorious resurrection, He ASCENDED into heaven and ________ on 

the right hand of the _________________ (God the Father) on high (Hebrews 1:3, and compare Mark 16:19; 

Colossians 3:1; Hebrews 8:1;12:2). That the God-Man should be seated in such an exalted place is no surprise, 

but we are quite amazed when we discover who is sitting there with Him! Who is seated in heaven with the 

Saviour (Ephesians 2:6; Revelation 3:21)? ____________________________________ "Believest thou this?"   

Do you really believe that this is true about you?  How great is God’s grace! 

There is not a more exalted position in all of the universe and beyond than that of being at the right hand of God 

the Father. This brings us to our next point: 

  

The Exaltation Of Christ 

To help you catch a glimpse of Christ’s present glorified position in heaven, complete the following matching 

problem: 

1. _______ exalted as Lord and Christ at the right 
hand of God 

  

2. _______ highly exalted A. John 7:39 

3. _______ glorified B. Philippians 2:9 

4. _______ crowned with glory and honour C. Ephesians 
1:21 

5. _______ far above all principality and power and 
might and dominion and every name that  
is named 

D.  
E. 

Acts 2:33,36  
Hebrews 2:9 

6. _______ given a name which is above every name   

Have you bent and bowed your knee before the risen and exalted LORD? If you have not, YOU WILL (see 

Philippians 2:10)! Blessed is the person who does this NOW! 

His Name above all names shall stand, 

Exalted more and more, 
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At God the Father's own right hand, 

Where angel hosts adore.    --W. H. Clark 

Very often we think about all that Christ HAS DONE for us (in the past), but we sometimes forget all that the 

ascended and exalted Saviour IS DOING for us in heaven RIGHT NOW! Consider the following facts which 

are true if you are a true believer in Christ:  

Right now Christ is acting as  

YOUR HIGH PRIEST (Hebrews 4:14-16). 

What does this mean to you? 

Right now Christ is acting as 

YOUR MEDIATOR (1 Timothy 2:5). 

What does this mean to you? 

Right now Christ is acting as 

YOUR INTERCESSOR (Romans 8:34; Heb. 7:25; compare Luke 22:32). 

What does this mean to you? 

Right now Christ is acting as 

YOUR ADVOCATE (1 John 2:1). 

What does this mean to you?  

How important it is for the believer to get his mind on the right thing (Col. 3:1) and to get his eyes on the right 

thing (Heb.12:2)! The One that we love and serve is not the earthly Jesus as He was in the days of His 

humiliation (see Phil. 2:7-8). No, our hope is in the risen, ascended, exalted, glorified King of Kings and Lord 

of Lords who is now preparing for us a home in heaven (John 14:1-3) and who has promised to come again and 

receive us unto Himself! Then we too shall be received up into glory (compare 1 Tim. 3:16)! And so shall we 

ever be ________     ______      __________ (1 Thess. 4:17)! Unto Him be glory both now and forever! 

 

 


