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CHAPTER 1 

Preparing The Way 

(Introduction to the New Testament) 

The Meaning of the Term "New Testament" 

On the evening before He would die on the cross, the Lord Jesus said these words : "For this is my blood of the 

_______   _____________________, which is shed for many for the remission (forgiveness) of sins" (Matthew 

26:28).  The expression "New Testament" means the same thing as "New Covenant." When the Lord's Jewish 

disciples heard these words, they were familiar with the term "new covenant (testament)."   God had given the 

Jews a wonderful promise found in Jeremiah 31:31-34. Read these four verses carefully and answer these 

questions:  

1. Who promised to make a new covenant with the nation Israel (verse 31)? ________________________ 

   

2. Was this new covenant different or the same as the covenant God made with the Jews in the days of 

Moses (verse 32)? ________________________ 

   

3. Did the Jewish people keep the Old Covenant (the law and the commandments which God gave 

through Moses) or did they break it (Jeremiah 31:32)? ____________________________ 

   

4. Do you think you could keep the Ten Commandments perfectly? _______ Have you always obeyed the 

"greatest commandment" (Matthew 22:36-38)? ______  Are you a "lawkeeper" or a lawbreaker? 

______________________ Can sinful man keep God's holy law (compare John 7:19)? ______ 

   

5. Under the Old Covenant, God put His law on tables of stone (2 Corinthians 3:3). Under the New 

Covenant, where does God put His law (Jeremiah 31:33 and compare 2 Corinthians 3:3)? 

________________________________ With God's law written on their hearts, will God's people Israel 

keep the law or will they break the law (Ezekiel 11:19-20; 36:25-27)? ___________________________ 

   

6. Under the Old Covenant men and women stood before God, the righteous Judge as guilty lawbreakers. 

Under the New Covenant, what kind of relationship will men and women have with God (Jeremiah 

31:33)?_____________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

   

7. Jeremiah 31:34 is describing the kingdom age which is going to take place in the future.  During the 

kingdom the nation Israel will enjoy the blessings of the New Covenant. During this time, will it be 

necessary to witness to neighbors and to tell others that they need to know the Lord (Jeremiah 31:34)? 

______ Why is this so (Jeremiah 31:34 and Isaiah 11:9)?______________________________________ 

   

8. In the New Covenant, what two great promises do you find that begin with the words "I WILL" (see 

Jeremiah 31:34)?  

I WILL  _____________________________________________ 

I WILL  _____________________________________________ 

See also Romans 11:27: 

                        I SHALL ____________________________________________ 
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Is this same promise made to believers living today (read Hebrews 8:10-12; 10:16-17)? _______ In order for us 

to have complete forgiveness of our sins, what did the Lord Jesus Christ have to do (Matthew 26:28)?  

__________________________________________________  If Christ had not shed His blood and died for our 

sins, would it be possible for us to have the complete forgiveness (remission) of our sins (Hebrews 9:22)? 

_________ 

The Old Covenant said, "The guilty lawbreaker must die!" (see Exodus 21:12,15,16,17; Ezekiel 18:14; Romans 

1:32; 6:23). The New Covenant says, "Jesus Christ shed His blood and died for guilty lawbreakers.  Because He 

paid the full penalty for sin, God is able to give complete forgiveness to the guilty ones who believe on His 

Son!" 

Every time we take communion in church, we should REMEMBER that complete forgiveness of sins was made 

possible because of Christ's death on the cross (1 Corinthians 11:25)! The New Testament Scriptures proclaim 

the good news about the death of Christ and all the benefits which that death confers upon believers. 

The Old Testament was characterized by LAW; the New Testament is characterized by GRACE (see John 

1:17). Grace is God's amazing kindness toward wicked sinners who do not deserve any kindness at all.  The 

grace of God was not absent from the Old Testament period, but the emphasis was upon God's law. 

  

The Four Hundred Years of Silence 

The last Old Testament book to be written was Malachi. This book was written about 400 B.C.  For the next 

400 years God did not speak to His people! God did not send any prophets during this time! God did not speak 

or communicate to men for four centuries. Heaven was silent! There was a long famine in the land--not a 

famine of bread, but a famine "of H_______________ the words of the Lord" (Amos 8:11-12). The Jews had 

the Old Testament and God expected them to read it and believe it and to wait for the coming of the Messiah. 

Finally after these many years, God broke the silence, and He spoke to men in the best possible way. Read 

carefully Hebrews 1:1-2. How did God speak to men in Old Testament times (verse 1)? 

___________________________________________________________  How did God finally speak to men 

(verse 2)? "BY HIS __________" 

Suppose I had a friend who lived 2000 miles away.  How could I best communicate with this friend? Would it 

be best for me to send a letter? a telegram? make a phone call? send a tape? send an e-mail? give a message to 

someone else who would see this friend (a messenger)? What would be the best possible way to communicate 

and to speak with this friend? The best way is this: I could make a personal visit myself! This is exactly what 

God has done! He has personally visited this planet in the Person of His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ 

has visited us! God has spoken to us by His Son! The New Testament is the place where we learn all about 

God's visit! 
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Let us now compare the Old Testament with the New Testament: 

OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT 

Think of a picture storybook:  

The Old Testament is like a 
collection of pictures. 

The New Testament contains the 
words underneath the picture 
(explaining what the pictures are all about) 

Examples: 

THE PICTURE IN THE OLD:  

THE SACRIFICIAL LAMB (Leviticus 1:2,10 etc.)→ 
 
THE PASSOVER (Leviticus 23:5)→ 
  

THE EXPLANATION IN THE NEW:  

JOHN 1:29; 1 PETER 1:19 
 
1 CORINTHIANS 5:7 

 

The Old Testament is the  

SHADOW (Heb. 10:1) 
The New Testament is the 
SUBSTANCE (the real thing!) 

 
When I see a shadow I know there is something real (a tree, a flagpole, a person, a house, etc.) that 

is casting the shadow.   Example:  

THE SHADOW↓ 
   

THE BLOOD OF BULLS AND 
GOATS (see Hebrews 10:4)  

  

THE SUBSTANCE  
(the real thing)↓  

THE BLOOD OF JESUS 
(see Hebrews 10:19)  

  

The blood of bulls and goats could never take away sins (Heb. 10:4,11) but they pointed ahead to 
the Saviour who could (Hebrews 10:12)! 

 

The message of the Old Testament: 
HE’S COMING! 

The message of the New Testament: 
HE HAS COME and HE’S COMING AGAIN!! 

The Old Testament looks ahead: 
THE SAVIOUR WILL SOMEDAY DIE! 

The New Testament looks back:  
"IT IS F_________________" (JOHN 19:30) 

The New Testament Books 

How many books does the New Testament contain (if you are not sure, look in the INDEX or TABLE OF 

CONTENTS at the beginning of your Bible)? __________ 
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Five of these Books are history books.  The history books would include the four Gospels and the book of Acts. 

The four Gospels present the BEGINNING of Jesus' deeds and doctrine (teaching).  See ACTS 1:1-2: 

"The former treatise (this refers to the Gospel of Luke) have I made...of all that Jesus ______________ both to 

do and teach until the day in which He was taken up (to heaven)." 

The book of Acts presents the continuation of Jesus' deeds and doctrine as the risen Lord works through His 

Church (through believers). Does the risen Christ continue to work through believers today? _______ Are you 

letting and allowing Him to work through you right now? 

THE FOUR GOSPELS THE BOOK OF ACTS 

The BEGINNING of Jesus’ 
Deeds and Doctrine 
(Acts 1:1-2) 

The CONTINUATION of Jesus’ 
Deeds and Doctrine 

The Lord Jesus on Earth The Lord Jesus in Heaven 

Jesus is God’s perfect WITNESS. The Believers are His WITNESSES (Acts 1:8). 

Jesus ministered in Palestine, primarily to the 
Jews. (Mathew 10:5-6; 15:24). 

The Church ministers in all world to every creature. (Mark 
16:15). 

Birth of  
Christ 

   Ascension  
of Christ 

  

The Book of Revelation is also like a history book, but it is written before the events have taken place. It is 

history written in advance! It is the great Book of prophecy which sheds light on the future. 

All of the other New Testament books are epistles or letters. For example, Paul wrote thirteen letters. Nine of 

these letters were written to churches (Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 

Colossians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians).*   Four of these letters were written to individuals (1 & 2 Timothy, written to 

Pastor Timothy; Titus, written to Pastor Titus; Philemon, written to Philemon who was a member of the 

Colossian Church). 

*Note:  Some Bible scholars believe that Paul wrote Hebrews, a book in which the author is not named. 
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THE NEW TESTAMENT AT A GLANCE 

(adapted from Unger's Bible Handbook) 

HISTORICAL DOCTRINAL PROPHETIC 

THE FOUR GOSPELS PAUL'S EPISTLES THE REVELATION 

Portraits of the  
Person and Work of  

Christ: 

Matthew—Christ as King 
Mark— Christ as Servant 
Luke —Christ as Man  
John —Christ as God 

Romans  
1 Corinthians  
2 Corinthians  
Galatians  
Ephesians  
Philippians  
Colossians 

1 
Thessalonians 
2 
Thessalonians 
1 Timothy 
2 Timothy 
Titus 
Philemon 

The Revelation or Unveiling  
Of JESUS CHRIST 

Dealing with these prophetic 
subjects: 

1. Church (2:1-3:22)  
2. Time of Tribulation (4:1-

19:10)  
3. Second Coming (19:11-

21)  
4. Millennium (Kingdom) 

(20:1-10)  
5. Final Judgment (20:11-

15)  
6. Eternal State (21:1-

22:21)  

THE BOOK OF ACTS 
(The acts of Jesus Christ as 
He worked in and through 
the lives of the apostles) 

GENERAL EPISTLES 

History of the Birth 
and Early Life of 

the Church 

Hebrews  
James  
1 Peter  
2 Peter  

1 John 
2 John 
3 John 
Jude 
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CHAPTER 2 

Portraits of Christ  

(The Four Gospels) 

Why are there four Gospels? Why did God give us four books--each of which describes the life and ministry of 

Christ? Would not one book have been enough? 

Suppose you have a pen pal--someone that you correspond with by mail but someone that you have never met 

or seen. In your next letter you write, "I want to get to know you better. Please send a picture so that I can see 

what you look like." Which would help you to get to know your pen pal better--if your pen pal sent you one 

picture or four pictures? ___________________ Why is this so? 

God has given us four pictures or portraits of His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. These are the four gospel 

accounts called Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. God could have given us just one Gospel, but four is so much 

better. Does God want us to get to know His Son, even though, as 1 Peter 1:8 says, we have never seen Him 

with our eyes (John 17:3; Philippians 3:10)? __________ As we come to know Him more and more, who else 

will we get to know (John 8:19; 14:7). As we see Christ clearer and clearer (as we look into these four 

portraits), Whom else will we see (John 14:9)? ______________________  Jesus is God's perfect photograph! 

If you want to know what God the Father is really like, look at the Son! Jesus Christ "is the ________________ 

of the ____________________ God" (Colossians 1:15). You cannot see the invisible God, but you can see His 

Son as revealed in the Holy Scriptures. 

Think again of the four pictures of your pen pal. Would there be certain things in each of these pictures that 

would be similar? Would there be some things that are common to all four photos? (perhaps your pen pal is 

wearing the same sweater in all four shots or perhaps there is the same tree in the background in each shot). 

Would each photo show certain things that the other three did not show? Would each picture be different from 

the others, at least in some ways? Would it be possible to have three photos very similar (perhaps all taken in 

the same room within a few minutes of each other) and a fourth photo that was very different (perhaps taken at 

a later time when the person was out-of-doors with different clothes on and with different background)? Would 

you say, "This fourth photo is so different from the other three that it must be a different person!"? 

So it is with the four Gospels. They are similar to each other and yet they are different from each other. The first 

three gospels are very much alike in many ways (though there are differences) and the Gospel of John is very 

different from the first three (with only a few similarities). Yet all four are needed to give us a correct 

understanding of who Jesus is and what He is like! 

Here are some examples:  

1. Read Matthew 24:32-36 and compare Mark 13:28-32. Are these two passages 

essentially the same or different?____________________________________ 

2. Read Matthew 13:55 and compare Mark 6:3. Though these verses are very 

similar, what difference do you notice? Matthew speaks of Jesus as the 

__________________________'s son and Mark speaks of Jesus as the 

____________________. Was Joseph a carpenter? _____ Was Jesus a 

carpenter? ______ Are both verses true? ______ 
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3. Read Mark 6:38 and compare Matthew 15:34. What difference do you find 

here? 

____________________________________________________ 

Did Matthew have trouble counting or was it Mark who did not keep his 

numbers straight? What is the real answer to this problem (see Mark 8:19-20 

and Matthew 16:9-10; see also Mark 8:5 and Matthew 14:17)? 

________________________________________________________ 

It was really no problem at all! It only seemed like a problem because we did 

not have all the facts. 

4. Compare these four verses: Matthew 27:37; Mark 15:26; Luke 23:38; John 

19:19. Are all these verses similar? Are there any differences? Do all four 

verses give the correct and true information as to what really was written over 

the head of the crucified Christ? _____ Do all the verses give the complete 

information as to what was written? ______ Does John 19:20 give a possible 

reason for some of the differences? 

5. There are certain things that are common to all four Gospels:  

All four gospels speak of the ministry of John the Baptist.  

All four gospels speak of the baptism of Jesus. 

All four gospels speak of the feeding of the 5000. 

All four gospels speak of Peter's denial of the Lord. 

All four gospels speak of the arrest and trials of Jesus. 

All four gospels speak of the crucifixion of Jesus. 

All four gospels speak of the resurrection of Jesus. 

There are also certain things that are different and unique to each of the Gospels: 

Examples: 

Only Matthew tells of Joseph and Mary's flight into Egypt (Matthew 

2:12-23).  

 

Only Mark tells of the healing of the blind man which was done in 

two stages (Mark 8:22-26). 

 

Only Luke tells the parable of the lost son (Luke 15:11-32). 

 

Only John tells of the raising of Lazarus from the dead (John 11:1-

45). 

There is an expression that is sometimes used: "That's gospel truth!" (meaning, "that's something that is most 

certainly true and which we must accept and believe"). Consider this sentence: "His word was taken for gospel 

by the neighborhood children." This means the children believed every word that this person spoke and 

accepted what he said as being completely true. The very same thing must be said about the four Gospels. The 

Gospels contain nothing but gospel truth! There are people who say that the gospels contain mistakes and 

contradictions and errors, but we know that all four gospels contain nothing but gospel truth! There are no 

errors and no mistakes anywhere in God's Word.   
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Suppose someone were to say, "The four gospels were not written until many years after Jesus died (and this is 

true). How then did the gospel writers remember the things Jesus did and said?" How would you answer this? 

Who helped them to have a perfect memory (see John 14:26)?_______________________________________ 

The word "gospel" means "good news" or "glad tidings."  What is the good news according to 1 Corinthians 

15:1-5: 

HE ____________ FOR OUR _________ according to the Scriptures (verse 3). 

HE WAS ________________ (verse 4). 

HE _____________ AGAIN according to the Scriptures (verse 4). 

HE WAS ____________ (verse 5) by many different people.  

Do all four Gospels present the GOOD NEWS that Christ died, was buried, rose again and was seen alive? 

________ 

Suppose there are five blind men investigating an elephant without knowing what it was. One feels its legs and 

thinks it must be a large tree. Another feels its nose and concludes it must be a huge snake. Another feels its 

side and thinks it's a massive wall. Another feels its tail and thinks it's a rope. Another feels its tusk and thinks 

it's an iron bar. Are they all wrong? ______ They all have only a part and they fail to understand the whole. The 

trunk is only a part of the elephant. It is not the whole elephant. If we only see the part, we will miss the whole. 

In fact, the part alone would not give us a clear and true picture of what an elephant really is like. Each part 

needs the other parts to make the whole. 

God gave us four Gospels so that they might lead us to Christ. There is only one Christ, not four! There are not 

four Saviours! The four Gospels all point to the same blessed Person whom God wants us to know. We need to 

see all four Gospels together, just as you would look at the four photos of your pen pal to better see what that 

one person really looks like. 

  

Matthew 

Presents Christ as KING 

(The Prophesied King) 

 

Key Verse:  Matthew 2:2 

"King of the Jews" 

 

 

PURPLE (Exodus 26:36)--the color of  

Kingship (Royalty). 

LION (Ezekiel 1:10; Rev. 1:7)--the king of beasts 

Written especially for the Jews 

Mark 

Presents Christ as SERVANT 

(The Obedient Servant) 

 

Key Verse:  Mark 10:45 

"The Son of man came, not to be ministered unto but 

to minister (serve) and to give His life a ransom for 

many." 

SCARLET (Exodus 26:36)--the color of blood: the 

servant must give His life. 

OX (Ezekiel 1:10)--the sacrificial animal 

Written especially for the Romans 
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Luke 

Presents Christ as Man 

(The Perfect Man) 

Key Verse:  Luke 19:10 

"Son of man" 

WHITE (Exodus 26:36)--the color of purity: He is the 

sinless, pure, perfect Man. 

MAN (Ezekiel 1:10)--His perfect Humanity 

Written especially for the Greeks 

John 

Presents Christ as God 

(The Divine Son) 

Key Verse: John 20:31 

"Son of God" 

BLUE (Exodus 26:36)--the heavenly color: He is the 

One who came down from heaven 

EAGLE (Ezekiel 1:10)--the bird from the heavens 

Written for the whole world 

They all point to that ONE, BLESSED PERSON 

the LORD JESUS CHRIST, 

the SAVIOUR, 

the SON OF GOD! 
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CHAPTER 3 

Pointing to the Son of God 

The Gospel of John 

As we saw briefly in the last chapter, the Gospel of John presents Christ as GOD (the divine Son), the One who 

came down from heaven to be the Saviour of the world! 

John, the human writer, was one of the twelve disciples; he was also the brother of J____________ (Matthew 

10:2). He is called the disciple "W_________  J_____________  L_____________" (John 13:23; 21:20). John 

personally witnessed most of the things he wrote about in this gospel and he was actually there when these 

events took place. Should we accept those things that John has written in this Book (see John 19:35 and 21:24)? 

______ Were there other things that John could have written about the Lord (John 21:25)? ______ What are the 

other four New Testament books which John wrote? 1) ______________ 2) ________________ 3) 

_______________ 4) _________________________  (Hint:  They are the last books found in the New 

Testament, not counting Jude). 

Why did John write this Gospel? Why did He carefully record some of the things that Jesus said and did in this 

Book? In John 20:31 John tells us exactly why he wrote this Gospel: 

"But these (things) are written, that ye might _______________ that Jesus is the ___________________ (the 

Messiah, the promised Saviour King), the _________ of God; and that ____________________  ye might have  

__________  through His Name."  

God wants men and women, boys and girls to believe on His Son, and those who do believe will have LIFE.   

Compare also John 6:47. 

Is Jesus really the Son of God?  Many people would say He was only a mere man, a good teacher, a fine 

example, or a famous prophet. Who was He? The Gospel of John answers this question very clearly. Please 

MATCH the verses given below with the sentences that follow (put the proper letter next to each verse or 

verses): 

1. ______ John 1:1  9. ______ John 9:35-38 

2. ______ John 1:3  10. ______ John 10:11,14 

3. ______ John 5:17-18  11. ______ John 10:30-33 

4. ______ John 5:22,27  12. ______ John 17:5,24 

5. ______ John 5:28-29  13. ______ John 18:4-6 

6. ______ John 5:23  14. ______ John 19:7 

7. ______ John 6:41-42,51  15. ______ John 20:28-29 

8. ______ John 8:58-59  
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A. Jesus is the One who came down from heaven. 

B. Jesus told the Jews that He existed even before Abraham (who lived 2000 years earlier). Because of this 

claim the Jews wanted to kill Jesus. 

C. Jesus was with God the Father even before the world was created. 

D. The Jews thought that Jesus should die and be crucified because He claimed to be the Son of God (and 

such a claim they considered to be blasphemy according to their law). 

E. Jesus gave sight to a blind man, and then He told this blind man that He was the Son of God. 

F. Jesus said that God was His Father (this means He claimed to be the Son of God) and thus He made 

Himself equal with God. 

G. Jesus Christ made all things (this means He is the Creator--see Genesis 1:1). 

H. Jesus Christ is the final Judge of all men. 

I. Jesus claimed to be the GOOD SHEPHERD, and every Jew knew who the GOOD SHEPHERD was 

(see Psalm 23:1). 

J. Jesus said that He and the Father were ONE. The Jews wanted to kill Him for this statement because 

they knew that He was claiming to be (or making Himself) God. 

   

K. Jesus will someday raise all men from the dead. 

L. People should honor Jesus Christ just as they honor God. 

M. Jesus said, "I AM HE" and all the people who were trying to arrest Him fell down to the ground. 

N. Thomas once cried out, "My Lord and my God."    Jesus did not say, "Thomas, you have made a terrible 

mistake. You have called me "GOD" and I want you to know that I am not really God." 

O. The Bible says that Jesus Christ (the WORD–see John 1:14) is GOD!  

The works or the miracles that Jesus performed proved that He was really the Son of God (see John 5:36 and 

John 10:25,38). Please put the correct verses (listed below) with each of the seven great miracles that John has 

recorded in this Gospel: 

John 2:1-11  John 4:46-54  John 5:1-18 

John 6:6-13 John 6:16-21  John 9:1-7 

 John 11:1-45  

Please supply the correct Bible passage, from the list given above, that goes with each of the following 

miracles:: 
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____________________ The raising of Lazarus from the dead 

____________________ The feeding of the 5000 

____________________ The healing of the impotent man 

____________________ The turning of water into wine 

____________________ The giving sight to the blind  

____________________ The walking on the water 

____________________ The healing of the nobleman's son 

Even though this Book presents Jesus as GOD, the divine Son, the Gospel of John also makes it very clear that 

Jesus was a man. How do the following verses show that Jesus was really a man? 

John 2:3 ____________________________________________________ 

John 4:6 ____________________________________________________ 

John 4:7 and 19:28 ____________________________________________ 

John 11:35 __________________________________________________ 

John 19:30,33 ________________________________________________ 

Jesus was a man, but He was more than a man. He was the GOD-MAN, the One who is described in the Old 

Testament as the great I AM (see Exodus 3:14 and John 8:58). Again and again in John's Gospel Jesus said, "I 

AM." Complete the following: 

I AM _________________________________________________________ 

                       (John 6:35) 

I AM _________________________________________________________ 

                       (John 8:12) 

I AM _________________________________________________________ 

                       (John 10:9) 

I AM _________________________________________________________ 

                        (John 10:11) 

I AM _________________________________________________________ 

                        (John 11:25) 

I AM _________________________________________________________ 

                         (John 14:6) 

I AM __________________________________________________________ 

                         (John 15:1) 

What do each of these seven "I AM" statements mean to you personally? Is He really all of these things to you? 

Is it important for us to believe that Jesus is exactly who He said He is (John 8:24)? ______ 

One of the key words in the Gospel of John is the word "believe." Again and again the Gospel of John points to 

the Lord Jesus Christ as the One we are to believe on, to trust in, to commit ourselves to, and to depend on for 

our eternal salvation. WHAT MUST A PERSON DO IN ORDER TO HAVE ETERNAL LIFE? Let us see how 

the Gospel of John answers this question.  Look up each verse and complete.  The first two are done for you.  
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1) John 1:12  

a) The sinner must receive Christ and believe on His Name.  

b) God promises the sinner that he will become a child (son) of God.  

  2) John 3:16  

a) The sinner must believe in Christ.  

b) God promises the sinner that he will not perish but have everlasting life.  

  3) John 3:18  

a) The sinner must ___________________________________________  

b) God promises the sinner _____________________________________  

  4) John 3:36  

a) The sinner must ___________________________________________  

b) God promises the sinner _____________________________________  

  5) John 5:24  

a) The sinner must ____________________________________________  

b) God promises the sinner ______________________________________ 

6) John 6:35  

a) The sinner must _____________________________________________ 

b) God promises the sinner ______________________________________   

7) John 6:47  

a) The sinner must _________________________________________  

b) God promises the sinner ___________________________________  

  8) John 11:25  

a) The sinner must __________________________________________  

b) God promises the sinner ____________________________________  

Do these verses teach the same thing as Acts 16:31? ________  

Because of the many salvation verses that are found in this Gospel and because John wrote this Book so that 

people might believe (John 20:31), this is an excellent book to recommend to our unsaved friends and loved 

ones. If someone seems interested in reading the Bible, tell him to start with the Gospel of John.  If he does not 

have a Bible, you can give him a copy of the Gospel of John (which you can probably get from your Pastor or 

from your Christian Book Store).   If a person has a desire to read the Bible, the Gospel of John is the best place 

to start.   John uses simple words that are easy to understand (see John 1:1-12–"word, life, light, darkness, God, 

witness, believe, world, receive, etc."). You could even tell your friend that you would be willing to meet with 

him (or her) to read John's gospel together. Perhaps you could read one chapter each time you meet together. 

People can identify with the events described in the Gospel of John, and they can find people in this Book that 

are just like them.  For example, Thomas was an unbeliever--one who refused to believe unless he could see 

proof before his very eyes (John 20:24-29). The Samaritan woman whom Jesus met at the well was a sinner and 

a reject from society because the Jews hated the Samaritans (John 4:7-18).  

Nicodemus was a religious person who needed to be born again (John 3:1-16). The blind man whom Jesus 

healed was one who wanted to believe but who was not sure whom to believe in (John 9:35-38). Philip wanted 

to know God and he wanted to find out what God was really like (John 14:7-12). So also there are people today 

who have these same needs and who can find much help by reading this Gospel. 

Finally, John's Gospel contains one of the most beloved verses in the entire Bible, namely John 3:16. This verse 

has been called "the Gospel in a Nutshell"! This is the first verse many people memorize. Have you allowed the 

truth of John 3:16 to speak to your heart? 
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GOD--the greatest Lover 

SO LOVED--the greatest degree 

THE WORLD–the greatest number 

THAT HE GAVE–the greatest act 

HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON–the greatest Gift 

THAT WHOSOEVER–the greatest invitation 

BELIEVETH–the greatest simplicity 

IN HIM–the greatest Person 

SHOULD NOT PERISH–the greatest deliverance 

BUT–the greatest difference 

HAVE–the greatest certainty 

EVERLASTING LIFE–the greatest possession 

Can you put your own name in this verse?  Try it:  "For God so loved  ______________________  that He gave 

His only begotten Son for ______________________________, that (if) _________________________ 

believeth in Him, (then) _____________________________ will not perish, but 

_____________________________ (will) have everlasting life" (John 3:16).  Can you put your name in John 

5:24 and John 6:35,37,47 also? 

John's Gospel contains a wonderful message of hope and good news. But it also contains a message of bad news 

for those who do not receive the Saviour. On which side of the chart do you find yourself? 

GOOD NEWS 

Verse 

  
BAD NEWS 

Verse 

A CHILD OF GOD 1:12   8:44 A CHILD OF THE DEVIL 

ONE WHO HAS 
EVERLASTING LIFE 

3:15-16   3:15-16 ONE WHO WILL PERISH 

NOT CONDEMNED 3:18   3:18 CONDEMNED 

RECEIVES EVERLASTING 
LIFE 

3:36   3:36 RECEIVES GOD'S WRATH 

SINS ARE REMITTED 
(forgiven) 

20:23   20:23 
8:21-24 

SINS ARE RETAINED 
(held onto, the opposite of 
having one's sins forgiven) 

FREE INDEED 8:36   8:34 SLAVE OF SIN 

LIFE 5:29   5:29 DAMNATION 

LIGHT 8:12   8:12 DARKNESS 

BELIEVER   UNBELIEVER 
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CHAPTER 4 

Proclaiming the Risen Lord 

(Acts) 

After the four gospels comes a fifth book in the New Testament which is called Acts or the Acts of the 

Apostles. This book was written by the same man who wrote the Gospel of Luke. See Colossians 4:14--"L 

__________, the beloved P___________________." 

This book, like the four Gospels, is a history book.  However, the Gospels cover a period of about three and a 

half years (from Jesus' baptism to His death, resurrection and ascension), while the book of Acts covers a period 

of about 30 years (from the beginning or birth of the church to when Paul arrived in Rome as a prisoner about 

61 A.D.). 

This can be illustrated in the sketch below: 

 

The Acts of the Apostles could also be called the Acts of Jesus Christ because it was actually the risen Christ 

who was working and acting in and through His chosen apostles. Read carefully Mark 16:19-20. What 

happened to Jesus according to Mark 16:19? __________________________________ Jesus was in heaven, 

but was He still working and acting (see Mark 16:20)? __________ In Matthew 28:19 Jesus told His apostles to 

"go and teach (make disciples of) all nations."   Would the disciples have to do this work all by themselves 

(Matthew 28:20)? _______ 

Yes, Jesus Christ is working and acting today! But to do His work, He needs willing hands and mouths and 

tongues and feet and minds because today He works through people, just like He worked through Peter, 

Stephen, Philip and Paul.  Are you letting the living Lord work through you (see Philippians 2:13; Hebrews 

13:21)? 
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As we read the book of Acts we must remember that the risen Christ is working in and through believers by the 

power of the Holy Spirit! 

In Acts 1:4 Jesus told the Apostles not to go anywhere and not to do anything but just to W_________ for the 

promise of the Father. They were to just sit still and wait for the coming of the Holy Spirit. 

In John's gospel, quickly look through chapters 14,15 and 16 and see if you can find verses where God promises 

to send the Holy Spirit (the Comforter): 

John 14, verses _________________________ 

John 15, verses _________________________ 

John 16, verses _________________________ 

Without the Holy Spirit, there would be no POWER to live for Jesus and to be His witnesses (see Luke 24:49 

and Acts 1:8). Trying to do the work of God without the Holy Spirit is like trying to drive a car without gas or 

trying to run a battery operated toy without the batteries! It's impossible! You must have the energy and power 

or you will go nowhere and accomplish nothing! How much can believers accomplish without the Lord (John 

15:5)?________________ 

Finally, on the day of Pentecost (which was ten days after Jesus went back to heaven) the Holy Spirit came and 

the church was born. You can read about the coming of the Spirit in Acts chapter two. God came to live in His 

believers and to give them the POWER that they needed to show the world that Christ was alive! 

As soon as the church was born, it began to grow! How do the following verses show the growth of the early 

church?  [The first verse is done for you.] 

Acts 2:41   Three thousand souls were added in one day.                               

Acts 2:47   ______________________________________________________ 

Acts 4:4     ______________________________________________________ 

Acts 5:14   ______________________________________________________ 

Acts 6:7     ______________________________________________________ 

Acts 11:21 ______________________________________________________ 

Acts 12:24 ______________________________________________________ 

Acts 16:5   ______________________________________________________ 

Acts 19:20 _____________________________________________________ 

Why was the early church so healthy? What was its secret of success? Why did the church prosper and grow 

and increase in number, even in the midst of great persecution and trouble? 

As we read and study the book of Acts, we find that there were at least three things that made the early 

Christians strong:  

A. They were men and women of prayer.  

B. They were fed and taught the Word of God.  

C. They boldly preached the Word of God and told others about the Lord.  

Before each of the following verses, place the proper letter or letters from the three things mentioned above. 

The first three are already done for you: 



  
Page 18 

 
  

       A       Acts 1:14 _________ Acts11:20 

       A       Acts 1:24 _________ Acts 12:5,12 

     A, B     Acts 2:42 _________ Acts 13:3 

_________ Acts 3:1 _________ Acts 14:7 

_________ Acts 3:12 and following _________ Acts 16:25 

_________ Acts 4:2 _________ Acts 16:32 

_________ Acts 4:8 and following _________ Acts 18:28 

_________ Acts 4:18-20 _________ Acts 20:20 

_________ Acts 4:24 and following _________ Acts 20:27 

_________ Acts 4:29 _________ Acts 20:28 

_________ Acts 5:28-29 _________ Acts 20:32 

_________ Acts 5:42 _________ Acts 20:36 

_________ Acts 6:4 _________ Acts 28:31 

_________ Acts 6:6    

How can you be a healthy believer? 
How can your church be a healthy 
church? 

_________ Acts 7:59-60 

_________ Acts 8:4 

_________ Acts 8:35 

_________ Acts 9:20,27 

As already mentioned, this book is called the Acts of the Apostles. In the first twelve chapters (Acts 1-12), the 

Apostle Peter is the main character that you read about. In the remaining part of the book (Acts 13-28), the 

Apostle Paul is the main character. Peter had a special ministry to the Jews (the circumcision) and Paul had a 

special ministry to the Gentiles (the uncircumcision)--See Galatians 2:7-8. 

  



  
Page 19 

 
  

PETER 

(Matthew 
16:19--
"keys"are for 
opening doors) 

 

Peter opens the door of 
faith to the Jews (Acts 2)  

Peter opens the door of 
faith to the Samaritans 
(Acts 8:14-25) 

Peter opens the door of 
faith to the Gentiles (Acts 
10:25-48) 

ACTS 1-12 

PAUL 

 

Paul's first missionary 
journey 
(Acts 13-14)  

Paul's second missionary 
journey (Acts 15:36-18:22) 

Paul's third missionary 
journey (Acts 18:23-21:14) 

ACTS 13-28 

To understand the movement of the book of Acts, you need to understand the difference between Jews, Gentiles 

and Samaritans. Jews are those people who have descended from Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and Gentiles are 

those people who have not. Samaritans were a mixed race (half-Jew and half-Gentile) which came about earlier 

in Israel's history when some of the Jews living in Samaria intermarried with heathen or Gentile people. 

The key verse in the book of Acts is Acts 1:8. This verse also gives us an outline of the book: 

The Forward Progress of the Gospel to all Nations 

Before the Lord Jesus went back to heaven, He gave His disciples a brief, one-verse outline of His new program 

in which He would B __________ (Matthew 16:18) His Church and call out a P_____________ (Acts 15:14) 

for His Name. This verse is found in Acts 1:8 and could be called "The Book of Acts in a Nutshell." In this 

verse Christ taught that His W_____________________ would be  

1. IN JERUSALEM--the starting point (see Luke 24:49)  

                    (ACTS 2-ACTS 7)  

2. IN ALL JUDAEA--the home of the JEWS  

                    (ACTS 8:1-4)  

3. IN SAMARIA--the home of the SAMARITANS  

                    (ACTS 8:5-25)  

4. UNTO THE UTTERMOST PART OF THE EARTH--the home of the GENTILES  

                    (ACTS 8:26-ACTS 28)  

To help you to better understand Acts 1:8, please complete the following map by taking the place names found 

in Acts 1:8 and placing them on the map below: (You may use the maps in your Bible to help you.) 
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When the church first began (Acts 2) it was made up of Jewish believers (compare Acts 2:5). Today the church 

is made up mostly of saved Gentiles. There are some saved Jews in the church today, but not many when 

compared with the vast number of saved Gentiles. How did this great change take place? How did the Jewish 

membership become less and less and the Gentile membership become more and more? The book of Acts 

explains how this happened. See for example Acts 13:46-47; 18:6; 28:28. 

What was the great message that the early Christians believed in and preached and were even willing to die for 

(see Acts 2:24; 2:32; 3:15; 3:26; 4:2; 4:10; 4:33; 5:30; 10:40; 13:30; 13:33; 17:18; 17:31; 26:23; etc.)? 

___________________________________________________ Today we too are witnesses (Acts 1:8) of the 

resurrection of Christ. How can we show the world that we have a living Lord? How can others see that we 

serve a risen Saviour? How can I prove to my friends and neighbors that Jesus Christ is alive today?  To answer 

these questions, consider the following verses:  

1. Romans 6:4,5,11,13 

 

   

2. Galatians 2:20 

 

   

3. 2 Corinthians 4:8-11 

 

   

4. 2 Corinthians 5:15 

 

   

5. Hebrews 13:20-21 

   

Do we sometimes live and act as if Christ were dead and as if there were no Holy Spirit living within us? If the 

Holy Spirit were suddenly to leave the earth for a few days, would we notice any difference? Do we have the 

same joy and enthusiasm and boldness and love for the Lord that the early church had? Is there a difference 

between the churches described in the book of Acts and the churches today? (even the Bible believing churches 

of today?) 
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CHAPTER 5 

Presenting the Gospel of God 

Romans 

The New Testament Letters 

There are 27 books in the New Testament and most of these books are actually letters (sometimes called 

"epistles").  The book of Romans, for example, was a letter which Paul wrote to the believers who were living 

in the city of Rome. Have you ever written a letter as long as the one Paul wrote to the Romans?  The New 

Testament also contains letters that are short in length (see Second and Third John, for example). 

In the Gospels we learn that Christ died.  In the New Testament letters we learn why Christ died (see for 

example 2 Corinthians 5:21 and 1 Peter 3:18). The Gospels tell me that Christ rose again from the dead. The 

letters help me to understand how this wonderful resurrection can change my life (Romans 6:4,5,9,10,11; 2 

Corinthians 5:15). They also help me to understand what the living Lord Jesus is doing for me today (see 

Romans 8:34 and the entire book of Hebrews). The Gospels give us the facts about the death and resurrection of 

Christ. The letters (the epistles) explain those facts. 

Why Did Paul Write to the Romans? 

The book of Romans was written by the Apostle ___________ (Romans 1:1). Paul wrote this letter about 56 

A.D. when he was in the city of Corinth. Paul had never been to the city of Rome, but he was praying that God 

would make it possible for him to go to this great city and be with the believers who lived there (see Romans 

1:10-12). Rome was the capital city of the Roman Empire. Can you find the cities of Corinth and Rome on a 

map? (You can use the map in your Bible.) 

The very first verse in Paul's letter to the Romans tells us what this book is all about (notice the last four words): 

"the _______________of _______."  The word "gospel" means good news.  Before Paul ever arrived at the city 

of Rome, he wanted to send a letter which would carefully explain the good news of salvation to these 

believers. 

The book of Romans carefully shows how a man can be right with God. Paul was not ashamed of this GOOD 

NEWS, because it was "the power of God unto _______________________ to every one that B 

_____________________" (Romans 1:16). In fact, if you were to study the life of Paul you would discover that 

he was put to death in the city of Rome because he fearlessly preached this wonderful good news of salvation. 

They put Paul to death, but the Book of Romans which tells about this good news lives on! 

As we read the book of Romans we should remember that this was a letter written by Paul and sent to the 

believers living in Rome. But we should also remember, that as we read the Bible (any of the 66 books) we are 

reading a love letter, written by the living God and sent personally to me and to you. Even in the book of 

Romans we can read of God's amazing love toward us (see Romans 5:8 and 8:35-39)! 
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Walking Through the Book of Romans 

This letter to the Romans can be divided into five major parts:  

1. All Men are Guilty Before God (1:18-3:20).  

2. God Justifies the Sinner who Believes (3:21-5:21).  

3. The Believing Sinner Can Have Victory Over Sin (6:1-8:39).  

4. What About the Jew (the past, present and future of Israel)? (9:1-11:36)  

5. Principles of Christian Living (12:1-15:33)  

Let us briefly look at each of these 5 parts: 

PART 1--ALL MEN ARE GUILTY BEFORE GOD. 

(Romans 1:18-3:20) 

 

IN GOD’S SIGHT... 
 
How many are righteous (3:10)? __________ 
 
How many are God-seekers (3:11)? ________ 
 
How many are good (3:12)? _____________ 
 
How many are sinners (3:23)? _____________ 

Because of man's sinfulness, all the world is G_________________ before God (see Romans 3:19).  
Have your recognized this fact when it comes to your own heart? 
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"Who knowing the ____________________ of God, that they who commit such things (the things 
described in verses 29-31) are worthy of D_______________" (Romans 1:32).  Are you guilty of any 
of the sins mentioned in Romans 1:29-31? _____   Are you worthy of death (Rom. 1:32)? ______ 

An ungodly and unrighteous person deserves God's W___________ (Romans 1:18) and God's 
J______________________ (Romans 1:32).  See also Romans 2:3,5,8,9. 

PART 2--GOD JUSTIFIES THE SINNER WHO BELIEVES 

(Romans 3:21-5:21) 

I am guilty before God and I deserve death and hell, and the death penalty must be paid.  God the 
righteous Judge cannot overlook sin.  The Lord Jesus came to earth and paid the death penalty for 
me.  He died as my Substitute. 

 

"Christ died for the ____________________" (Romans 5:6). 

"Christ died for ______" (Romans 5:8). 

"Who was delivered for ________ offences" (Romans 4:25). 

 

When the sinner believes on the Lord Jesus Christ,  God justifies him and the believer's faith is "counted for 

___________________________" (Romans 4:5).  Jesus takes my penalty (see Romans 5:6,8) and I take His 

perfect righteousness (see Romans 3:22; 4:3,5). 
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Read Romans 5:9. If Christ had not died on the cross, do you think it would have been possible for us to be 

justified? ______  But because Christ did die for us (Romans 5:6-11), God is free to be gracious to us and to put 

on our account the very righteousness of Christ. We are no longer guilty, condemned sinners because we are 

now IN CHRIST (see Romans 8:1): 

 

 The judgment came down upon Christ so that it would not have to come down upon me (Romans 8:3). 

THE NEW VERDICT:   NOT GUILTY!  (Romans 3:24)  

THE FREE GIFT:    E____________________   L__________  (Romans 6:23).  

PART 3--THE BELIEVING SINNER CAN HAVE VICTORY OVER SIN  

(Romans 6:1-8:39) 

Romans Chapter 6 

I MUST BELIEVE THESE TWO GREAT FACTS AND COUNT ON THEM AS BEING 

TRUE: 

Fact Number 1--I DIED! Can you list several verses in Romans Chapter 6 that show us this? 

______________________ As far as my old sinful life is concerned, when Jesus died, I died too! 

Fact Number 2--I HAVE A NEW LIFE! Can you list two verses in Romans Chapter 6 that show us this? 

______________  Jesus Christ rose again from the dead and I share His wonderful life! 

Questions to ponder:   

How does water baptism picture these great facts?  

How does Galatians 2:20 teach the same thing as Romans Chapter 6? 
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Romans Chapter 7 

As a Christian I still have a battle because SIN DWELLS WITHIN ME. Can you find verses in Romans chapter 

7 that show us that the believer still has a battle with sin? ________________________ 

Romans Chapter 8 

What (or Who) else dwells within me to help me to have victory over sin (Romans 

8:2,4,5,9,10,11,13,14,15,16)? __________________  The Spirit who lives within can help me win over sin! 

Part 4--What About The Jew? 

The Past, Present and Future of Israel 

(Romans 9:1-11:36) 

So far in the letter to the Romans Paul has been writing about the good news of salvation. But the early 

Christians knew that the Jewish people, for the most part, rejected Christ as Saviour and did not want anything 

to do with the so-great salvation that Paul was writing about. 

This was a problem to the early Christians because they knew that the Jews were God's chosen people. What 

would happen to them? Would God cast His people away? The Jews rejected the Lord Jesus. Would God also 

reject them? In Romans chapters 9-11 Paul answers these important questions. 

Romans Chapter 9-The Jews--Past History 

The Jews were chosen by God and were indeed a PRIVILEGED PEOPLE (Romans 9:4-5), and yet when Christ 

came they rejected Him (Romans 9:32). 

Romans Chapter 10-The Jews-- Present History 

Today God is still working with the Jews, just as He is working in the hearts of every man and woman, boy and 

girl. God invites all men to come to His Son and be saved (Romans 10:9-13). 

Romans Chapter 11-The Jews--Future History 

Has God cast away His people the Jews? Will God break the promises which He made to His people? What is 

the answer to this question (Romans 11:1)? __________________________ God has a wonderful future for the 

nation of Israel (Romans 11:26-27)!   

  

Part 5--Principles of Christian Living 

(Romans 12:1-15:33) 

If I really believe that God has saved me and given me a new life, that should make a huge difference in the way 

I live. If Christ died for me, should I not live for Him?  In Old Testament times, when a Jewish man brought a 

sacrifice before the Lord (a sheep or goat or some other animal), he was saying, "Lord, this animal is Yours. I'm 

giving it to You completely."  Then the animal was put to death. What are the believers to bring before God as a 

sacrifice (Romans 12:1)? _________________________________ Is it a living or a dead sacrifice?  

_______________ Have YOU brought this sacrifice? 
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The Romans Road 

Many people find that the letter to the Romans is a very helpful Book to use in witnessing to others and to use 

in showing them God's good news of salvation. It is possible to show a person how to be saved, just by using 

the Book of Romans.  The following matching exercise will should you how to do this. 

Put the correct letter next to each verse below (you may need to put more than one letter in some cases):  

A. All men are sinful and lost and need to be saved.  

B. Because of man’s sinfulness, man deserves to die.  

C. Christ died as man's Substitute and paid the death penalty for him.  

D. To be saved, a person must put his faith in Jesus Christ.  

E. The saved person (the believing sinner) is justified and receives the righteousness of Jesus Christ.  

F. God gives eternal life to everyone who believes in Christ.  

___D____ Romans 1:16 
___B____ Romans 1:32 
________ Romans 3:10 
________ Romans 3:12 
________ Romans 3:22 

_______ Romans 3:23 
_______ Romans 4:3 
_______ Romans 4:5 
_______ Romans 5:6 

_______ Romans 5:8 
_______ Romans 6:23 
_______ Romans 10:9 
_______ Romans 10:10 

Here is something you can try with a believing friends, a classmate in church or with a parent or brother or 

sister at home. Use these five verses: 1) Romans 3:10;    2) Romans 3:23;     3) Romans 6:23 (the first 

part);     4) Romans 10:9;     5) Romans 6:23 (the last part).  Pretend you are witnessing to an unsaved 

person. As carefully as you can, try to explain to this person how he (or she) can become a Christian. Use the 

five verses given above as you do this.   

With a little practice you should be ready to share the good news of salvation with a person who really needs to 

hear this message. You can even mark your Bible to help you find the verses. For example, right after Romans 

3:10 you can write down Romans 3:23 (in small letters). This will remind you to turn to Romans 3:23 next. 

Then after Romans 3:23 write down Romans 6:23, and after Romans 6:23 write down Romans 10:9, etc.  After 

you share this message with others a few times, you won't even need these reminders.  You will remember 

where the verses are found.   The more you give verses away to others, the more those verses will stick in your 

memory! 

* * * * * * * * * 

God's righteousness makes it possible to know the Living God 

and to be able to live rightly before Him! 
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CHAPTER 6 

Problems in the Church 

(1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, Galatians) 

 Problems From Within -- The Corinthian Letters 

There are problems in any and in every church. Once a man saw all kinds of problems in his local church. He 

decided that he would leave this church and look for the perfect church. Before he left, someone gave him this 

sound advice: "When you find the perfect church, make sure that you do not join it, or you will ruin it!" 

The church is made up of people, and people have problems.  However, there is a real God who has real 

answers to the real problems that people face! No church is perfect, but "as for God, His way is 

_______________" (Psalm 18:30) and God’s Word or God’s law is _______________ (Psalm 19:7)! The 

Church has a perfect God and a perfect Book! 

There was once a church located in the city of Corinth which had a multitude of problems. Before we look at 

some of these problems, let us first learn something about the city. 

The City of Sin 

Look at the following map and locate the city of Corinth. 

 

[The above map was taken from The MacMillian Bible Atlas by Yohanan Aharoni and Michael Avi-Yonah (map #238).] 

The southern part of the land of Greece looks very much like a large island except for a very narrow strip of 

land which connects the southernmost part with the mainland. Can you find this narrow strip of land on the 

map?  The city of Corinth was located very near to this narrow strip of land which is called an "isthmus."   [An 

isthmus is a narrow strip of land that connects two larger land areas.]   
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Corinth was a very important city, especially for those who traveled or traded. It was dangerous to travel around 

the southernmost part of Greece due to frequent stormy weather.  It was much better to take a shortcut.  Traders 

or travelers could get off their ship near Corinth, carry their cargo across the narrow strip of land (about 4 miles 

across) and then load it onto another ship. Smaller ships could even be moved across a wooden slipway (a ship 

tramway with wooden rails) which was laid down from one sea to the other. It was worth all the effort to cross 

this land, because not only was the other way more dangerous, it was also a much longer trip (about a 200 mile 

journey).  To go the Corinth way not only saved lives but it saved time!  The following map gives a close up 

view of the city of Corinth and the nearby isthmus. 

 

In 1881-1893 a canal was dug which made it very easy for ships to cross this isthmus.  This modern engineering 

feat is four miles in length, spanned by a 170-foot high bridge. 

Because of its location, Corinth had a constant flow of visitors and travelers. It was a center of commerce and 

trade. There was a great marketplace in the city as well as many taverns where people would drink and get 

drunk. Many people became rich because of all the trade and business, and often they would spend their money 

in sinful ways. There was a great theater which provided the people with entertainment. The city was famous 

for athletic events. The well-known Isthmian games were held every two years.  These were the most famous 

athletic events in the Roman Empire apart from the Olympic games. 

Most of all, the city was known for its sin and wickedness. The people of the city honored the goddess 

Aphrodite (Venus) who was the goddess of love. Her worship is better described by the word "lust". Her temple 

was filled with 1,000 wicked, lustful women and the men who visited this temple would pay large sums of 

money to "worship" the goddess of lust. Such wickedness is described in the Bible by the word "fornication" 

(see what Paul wrote to the Corinthians about this--1 Corinthians 5:1; 5:9-10; 6:9; 6:15-20; 7:2; 10:8; 2 

Corinthians 12:21). 

People throughout the Roman Empire knew that Corinth was the city of sin. It had a horrible reputation. A good 

description of the pagan people of Corinth is found in Romans 1:21-32 (in fact, when Paul wrote these words to 

the Romans he was in the city of Corinth). 

Paul’s first visit to this city as a missionary is described in Acts 18:1-11. How long did he stay in Corinth (verse 

11)? ___________________________________ At the beginning of this time, God encouraged Paul’s heart by 

saying to him, "I have ________      _______________ in this city" (Acts 18:10). Even in this city polluted by 

sin, God was going to do a great work! There were many people in this city of sin that God was going to save 

and transform (turn their lives completely around)! You can read about some of these people in 1 Corinthians 

6:9-11.  
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What are some of the descriptions of these people before God’s grace reached them (1 Corinthians 6:9-10)? 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

How would you describe them after God did His saving work in their hearts (1 Corinthians 6:11)? 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

Are there cities of sin in the world today?  Are today’s cities centers of purity and virtue and love? Can God do 

a work in the cities and towns of our land today? God delights in pulling people out of the filthy muck and mire 

of sin and in setting them on the ROCK, Christ Jesus (1 Corinthians 3:11; Psalm 40:2)! 

God’s Answers to Man’s Problems 

Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians was written about 55 A.D.  This was one of Paul's earlier letters. The book 

of 1 Corinthians reveals many of the problems that the Corinthian church faced. In fact, there is a problem in 

almost every chapter of the book. Paul wrote to the believers living in this city to give them God’s answers to 

these many problems:  

1. The Problem of Divisions in the Church (1 Cor. 1:10-13)  

2. The Problem of Worldly Wisdom (1 Cor. 1:17-2:16)  

3. The Problem of Carnality (1 Cor. 3:1-4)  

4. The Problem of Immorality in the Church (1 Cor. 5:1-13)  

5. The Problem of Bringing a Fellow Believer to Court (1 Cor. 6:1-8)  

6. The Problem of Fornication (1 Cor. 6:15-20)  

7. The Problem of Marriage and Divorce (1 Cor. 7:1-40)  

8. The Problem of Meats Offered to Idols (1 Cor. 8:1-13)  

9. The Problem of the Role Men and Women Should Have in Christ's Church (1 Cor. 11:1-17)  

10. The Problem of Abusing the Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 11:20-34)  

11. The Problem of Spiritual Gifts (1 Cor. 12:1-31)  

12. The Problem of a Lack of Love (1 Cor. 13:1-13)  

13. The Problem of Speaking in Tongues (1 Cor. 14:1-40)  

14. The Problem of Wrong Teaching About the Resurrection of the Dead (1 Cor. 15:1-58)  

15. The Problem of Collecting for the Saints (1 Cor. 16:1-3)  

The Corinthian church was plagued with problems!  Churches today face many of these same problems in one 

form or another. Paul wanted these believers to know that there is a God in heaven who is a great PROBLEM-

SOLVER!  God's people need to make sure that they follow god's directions and instructions given in His 

Word.  The problems can be solved, but they must be solved GOD’S WAY! 

The many problems that the Corinthians faced were very similar to the problems that the children of Israel faced 

long ago. Today these same problems still exist! 
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The book of 1 Corinthians is perhaps best known for its great chapter on LOVE (Chapter 13) and its great 

chapter on the RESURRECTION (Chapter 15)! 

Paul the Apostle 

The book of 2 Corinthians was probably written around 56 A.D., less than a year after 1 Corinthians was 

written. This is the most personal letter from the pen of Paul that we have. We learn more about Paul (what kind 

of a person he was, his life, his ministry, etc.) from this letter than from any other letter in the New Testament.  

Of course, we also learn a great deal about Paul's life and ministry from the book of Acts.  

Reading 2 Corinthians is almost like reading an autobiography. In this divinely inspired letter we see Paul’s 

great love for the Corinthians and the great concern which he had for their spiritual progress (2 Corinthians 2:4; 

6:11; 11:2; 12:14-15; 12:19; 13:10). 

Here is one example of how we learn about the life of Paul from this book. In Acts 9:16 the Lord said about 

Paul, "I will show him how great things he must _______________ for my name’s sake." Paul suffered for his 

Lord and Saviour! As you read 2 Corinthians 11:23-28, can you list seven ways in which Paul suffered?  

1. _______________________________________________________  

2. _______________________________________________________  

3. _______________________________________________________  

4. _______________________________________________________  

5. _______________________________________________________  

6. _______________________________________________________  

7. _______________________________________________________  

The Corinthians also needed to recognize that Paul was God’s man and God’s apostle. In both 1 and 2 

Corinthians Paul helped the Corinthians to understand that he was really an apostle sent from God to care for 

the churches (1 Cor. 9:1-2; 2 Cor.10:1-18 and 12:11-12). Even today we need to recognize and respect those 

Pastors and those leaders that God has put over the local church to teach us, lead us and feed us (1 

Thessalonians 5:12-13; Hebrews 13:17). Have you been thanking God for your Pastor and for the other leaders 

God has given to your local church? 
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Problems From Without --The Galatian Letter 

The Corinthians had problems from within the church--problems which they themselves had caused. The 

Galatians had problems caused by outsiders, even by false teachers who were troubling them and teaching them 

great error (Galatians 1:6-7; 5:10). Paul’s letter to the Galatians was another of his early letters. It was sent to a 

group of churches (Galatians 1:2) located in what today is called Asia Minor (see on the map). 

Galatians has been called Paul’s fighting epistle. When Paul wrote this book he had on his war paint! Paul was 

greatly concerned about the false teaching that was being spread among these churches. 

Nothing is more harmful than false teaching. People are usually careful about what kind of things they allow 

ourselves to eat. Would you drink a gallon of gasoline? Would you swallow a dozen poisonous mushrooms? 

Would you mix arsenic with your milk and then drink it? These things can all be deadly! Such things can 

destroy life! 

In the spiritual realm, false teaching and false doctrine can be deadly. If a person is going to be saved and go to 

heaven, he must hear the true gospel (the gospel which Paul set forth in the book of Romans--see Chapter 5 of 

these notes). The gospel that the cults teach will never save a person. A false gospel can never bring about a true 

salvation. In Galatians, Paul says that if anyone preaches a false gospel, God's curse will be upon him 

(Galatians 1:8-9)! 

HOW CAN A MAN BE RIGHT WITH GOD? The false teachers were saying that a person must believe on 

Christ and also must KEEP THE LAW in order to become right with God (compare Acts 15:1-2). Is this true? 

Is a man saved (justified) by keeping God’s law or by believing on God’s Son (Galatians 2:16)? 

________________________________________________________ If a man could be saved by keeping the 

law, then why did Christ have to die (compare Galatians 2:21)? His death would have been for no reason at all. 

HOW CAN A MAN LIVE RIGHT BEFORE GOD? The false teachers were saying that a man should live 

the Christian life by trying to keep the law and observe feast days and holy days (Gal. 3:1-6; 4:9-11). Is this 

right? If we have begun the Christian life BY FAITH (that’s how we were saved), should we not continue the 

Christian life by faith also (Gal. 3:2-6)? I was not saved by my own works, and I do not live the Christian life 

by my own works. The "works" that I produce are not very good (Galatians 5:19-21)! I was saved by trusting 

God to do a great work in my heart, and I must live the Christian life by trusting God to do a great work in me 

by His Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:16,22-23)! 

Whenever I try I fail;  

Whenever I trust, HE succeeds! 

 

The book of Galatians is best summed up by one verse: 

GALATIANS 2:20 

 Is this true for you? 

  

 

 

http://www.middletownbiblechurch.org/newtesta/ntesta5.htm
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CHAPTER 7 

Prison Letters 

(Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon) 

When we studied the book of Romans (see Chapter 5), we learned that Paul had a great desire to go to the city of 

Rome and visit the Christians there (Romans 1:10-12). God made it possible for Paul to go to Rome, but it all 

worked out in a very unusual way. Paul was brought to Rome as a prisoner!  His crime was this: He preached 

the wonderful Gospel of God’s grace (that God is able to save all those who come to Him through Christ, 

whether Jews or Gentiles, slaves or freemen, males or females, rich or poor--Hebrews 7:25; Galatians 3:28). 

The interesting story of how Paul got to Rome is told in the book of Acts, chapters 21-28. 

During the time when Paul was a prisoner in Rome, he wrote four letters which are now part of our New 

Testament: Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and Philemon. 

WE WOULD EXPECT a prisoner to say something like this: "I am poor and miserable!" BUT PAUL 

SAID to the Ephesians, "I am rich and blessed with more blessings than I can even count" 

(Ephesians 1:3). This is the message of EPHESIANS.  

WE WOULD EXPECT a prisoner to say something like this: "I am the most unhappy and 

discontented person in the whole world!" BUT PAUL SAID to the Philippians, "I can rejoice at all 

times and I can be content in whatsoever state I am in, even when I am in prison" (Philippians 

4:4,11). This is the message of PHILIPPIANS. 

WE WOULD EXPECT a prisoner to say something like this: "I am in desperate need. Life is 

terrible!" BUT PAUL SAID to the Colossians, "Christ is everything I need! Christ is my Life!" 

(Colossians 2:10; 3:3). This is the message of COLOSSIANS. 

WE WOULD EXPECT that if a Christian were thrown into jail he might say, "Lord, I need to get out 

of here so that I can start serving the Lord again!" BUT PAUL SERVED THE LORD even during his 

time in prison. He even preached the gospel to a runaway slave named Onesimus and this man was 

saved. This is the message of PHILEMON. 

Paul did not think of himself as a prisoner of the Romans (even though he was). Instead he saw himself as the 

P_______________ of __________ (Ephesians 3:1 and compare 4:1). What a wonderful thing it is to be the 

Lord’s prisoner and slave! 

The Living Lord had captured Paul and He was not going to let him go! Has the Living Lord captured you? Are 

you bound by the chains of love? 

1) Ephesians--Christ Is Our Wealth! 

The story is told of an aged silver miner who had spent all of his life searching for silver in the mountains of the 

Old West. He had become so obsessed with his search that his wife and children had left him. When he died, the 

handful of people who came to bury him found in his possessions a note instructing them to bury him under his 

cabin. As the spades full of earth were turned over, a lustrous gray material began to appear.   

http://www.middletownbiblechurch.org/newtesta/ntesta5.htm
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It turned out to be a huge vein of silver. That miner had been a millionaire all his life, but he had never known 

about his wealth and he had never claimed his wealth. He had never possessed his possession! It was his but it 

wasn’t his! He never took advantage of what he had! 

Every true believer is a spiritual billionaire. The Bible says that Christ became poor (and died for us) so that we 

through His poverty might be __________ (2 Corinthians 8:9). The problem is that often we fail to realize how 

rich we really are. The believer is a child of the King but often he goes around living as a pauper (a very poor 

person) instead of living like a prince! The Book of Ephesians was written to show us how rich we are and to 

remind us of all the blessings we have in Christ! God has blessed us with "all S_________________ 

B______________________ in heavenly places in Christ" (Ephesians 1:3)! 

As you quickly look through the first three chapters in the letter to the Ephesians, what are some of the 

blessings and riches that you have IN CHRIST (two are already completed for you): 

 God has chosen me to be His very own (Ephesians 1:4-5)____________________   

 God has forgiven all my sins (Ephesians 1:7)______________________________   

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

One of the blessings that every believer shares is the privilege of being a member of the Church of Jesus Christ. 

The book of Ephesians has much to say about the Church. 

Paul describes the Church as a BODY. Can you find a verse in each of the first four chapters of Ephesians that 

speaks of the Church as the BODY of Christ? 

Ephesians chapter 1, Verse ______ 

Ephesians chapter 2, Verse ______ 

Ephesians chapter 3, Verse ______ 

Ephesians chapter 4, Verse ______ 

Christ is the Head of this body (Ephesians 1:22-23) and each believer is a member! 

Paul also describes the Church as a BUILDING or a temple (a holy place where God dwells and lives). Can 

you find a verse in Ephesians chapter 2 where the Church is described as a temple? Ephesians chapter 2, Verse 

______. 

Paul describes the Church not only as a BODY and a BUILDING, but also as a BRIDE. In Ephesians 5:22-33 

Paul carefully explains what marriage should picture. The husband is to picture the Lord and the wife is to 

picture the Church. The wife is to honor her husband, submit to him, obey him, and respect him. In the same 

way the Church is to honor the Lord, submit to Him, obey Him, and respect Him. 

What a blessing it is to be a member of the body, a part of the building, and to be married to the Lord (enjoying 

a close oneness and a close relationship with Him)! 
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2) Philippians--Christ Is Our Joy! 

Paul’s letter to the Philippians was actually a "Thank You Letter" in which Paul thanked the Philippians for the 

gifts which they had sent to Him (Philippians 4:15-17). But Paul also used this letter to greatly encourage and 

strengthen these believers in the Lord. 

The key words in this letter are "JOY" (noun) and "REJOICE" (verb). Can you find the word "joy" or the word 

"rejoice" in each of the four chapters of this letter? 

Put down the verses in which these words are found: 

Philippians Chapter 1: ______________________  

Philippians Chapter 2: ______________________  

Philippians Chapter 3: ______________________ 

Philippians Chapter 4: __________________________ 

Paul understood that there is a difference between "joy" and "happiness." A person can be happy and not have 

real joy. A person can have joy but not really be happy. The word "happy" comes from a root "HAP" which 

means "luck, chance, good fortune." Here are some other words that come from this same root: "happen," 

"happening," "happenstance," "happy-go-lucky." To remember the word "happy" just think of "happy-go-

lucky." If things "go lucky" then you can be happy! If things happen the way you want them to happen, then 

you can be happy. 

For example, you can be happy if .  .  .  . 

... it’s a nice day 

... you get a real special gift for Christmas or for a birthday 

... you do well on your report card 

…everything is going your way 

But what happens if your luck runs out? What happens if things do not happen the way you had wanted them to 

happen? What happens if . . . . 

... the rain spoils the activity or event 

…you don’t get the gift you hoped you would get 

…you get poor grades on the report card  

... you catch the flu 

…your favorite team does not win 

... your friend lets you down 

Happiness depends on circumstances and happenings! If things go well, I can be happy! If things do not go 

well, there goes my happiness! 

Joy is much different than this. How often should a believer rejoice, according to Philippians 4:14? (Circle the 

correct answer.)  

a. whenever things go well  

b. sometimes  

c. always  

d. at least once a week  
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What should the believer rejoice in?  

a. rejoice in our circumstances  

b. rejoice in the world situation and in what we read in the daily newspaper  

c. rejoice in ourselves  

d. rejoice in the Lord 

JOY does not depend on circumstances, JOY depends on the LORD, and He never changes! Even though 

Paul’s circumstances were terrible (he was a prisoner!), he could rejoice (compare Acts 16:22-25). 

We cannot always count on things happening the way we would like them to happen.  But we can always count 

on God being God no matter what happens. Suppose you get in your car to drive to the beach and ten miles 

from home you get into a minor accident and end up spending the whole day in the repair shop. Does this mean 

God has changed? Have God’s promises changed? Is God able to teach you and bless you in the middle of these 

circumstances? 

3) Colossians--Christ Is Our All! 

Paul’s letter to the Colossians is somewhat like his letter to the Galatians in that the Colossian church was also 

being influenced by false teaching. 

False teaching (even today) often presents a wrong idea or concept of who Jesus Christ truly is. For example, 

the Jehovah’s Witnesses are a religious cult. They teach that God (Jehovah) created Jesus Christ and then Jesus 

Christ created everything else. This would make Jesus a mere creature. Also this would mean that Jesus is not 

God, because God had no beginning and God was not created. This is harmful and false teaching because the 

Bible says, "the Word (Jesus Christ) was G _______" (John 1:1). 

The best way to deal with such error and false teaching is to present Jesus Christ as He really is! This is exactly 

what the Book of Colossians does. It presents Christ as the Supreme One, the Creator of all things, the Head of 

the Church and the One who should have first place in everything! Yes, Jesus Christ is all that we need; He is 

everything we need and we are complete in Him (Colossians 2:10). 

In Colossians chapter 1, find the right verse to go with each of the following statements about our Lord:  

   

1. Jesus Christ is the image of God (if you want to see 

what God is really like, look at Christ!). Verse ________  

2. All things were created by Jesus Christ. Verse _____  

3. Jesus Christ is the Head of the Church. Verse _____  

4. Jesus Christ should have preeminence or first place in 

all things. Verse _____  

5. In Jesus Christ we have redemption and forgiveness of 

sins. Verse _____  

The letter to the Colossians is similar in many ways to the letter to the Ephesians, and it is even possible that 

Paul wrote both of these letters on the same day. To see this, compare the following verses:  
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Ephesians 1:7 with Colossians 1:14 

Ephesians 4:29 with Colossians 3:8 

Ephesians 4:32 with Colossians 3:13 

Ephesians 5:19 with Colossians 3:16 

Also both of these letters give instructions and commands to the following groups of people: wives, husbands, 

children, fathers, servants (slaves), masters (slave owners).   See Ephesians 5:22-6:9 and compare with 

Colossians 3:18-4:1. 

4) Philemon--The Story Of A Runaway Slave 

Paul wrote this brief letter to a believer whose name was Philemon. Philemon was a member of the Colossian 

church. As we read this short letter, we learn of a slave who apparently stole something from his master 

Philemon (see verse 18) and then ran away to the city of Rome. As things turned out, this runaway slave (whose 

name was O___________________, verse 10) ran right into God’s missionary, the Apostle Paul! Paul was a 

prisoner at the time! Paul shared with Onesimus the good news of salvation and he was born again (verse 10). 

The slave was now a SAVED SLAVE and he had a brand new Master! 

Suppose Onesimus had suddenly returned to his master Philemon. What do you suppose Philemon might have 

said? Perhaps something like this: "You no good rascal! Where is that money that you stole from me? You 

deserve to be punished for stealing and for running away!" 

Philemon, however, did not realize that the slave who was returning to him was very different from the slave 

who ran away! The person who ran away was an unprofitable slave; the person who returned was a profitable 

brother in Christ (see verse 11--the name Onesimus means "profitable"). 

Not only did Paul send Onesimus back to his master, but he also sent this small letter which we now call the 

Book of Philemon.  After Philemon read this letter, what do you think he might have said to Onesimus? Perhaps 

he said something like this: "Onesimus, you are my slave, but much more than that you are my 

______________ (verse 16). I know that Christ has forgiven all your sins, and I also forgive you for running 

away from me. In the body of Christ there is neither bond (slave) or free; we are all one in Christ. With God’s 

help I want to be the best MASTER that I can be to you! Welcome home!" 

How do Ephesians 4:32 and Colossians 3:13 fit in with the message of the book of Philemon? 
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CHAPTER 8 

Prescription for New Believers 

(1 and 2 Thessalonians) 

 

The city of Thessalonica was a large seaport city located in Macedonia (Northern Greece). Can you find 

Macedonia and the city of Thessalonica on the following map? 

 

[The above map was taken from The MacMillian Bible Atlas by Yohanan Aharoni and Michael Avi-Yonah (map #238).] 

Thessalonica was similar in many ways to the city of Corinth (see Chapter 6). Thessalonica was also a "city of 

sin." Most of the people worshipped idols (compare 1 Thessalonians 1:9). The city was filled with all kinds of 

wickedness and the sin of fornication was a great problem, just as it was in Corinth (see Chapter 6 and compare 

1 Thess. 4:3).  God loves to reach down and save those who are lost in sin, and in 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14 the 

Apostle Paul thanked God for the great work of salvation which He accomplished in the hearts of the 

Thessalonian Christians. 

How did a church begin in this city? Who preached the gospel to these people? The answer to these questions is 

found in Acts 17:1-9. Paul came to the city of Thessalonica on his second missionary journey. As Paul preached 

the good news of salvation to these people, did some believe (Acts 17:4)? _______ Did everyone believe (Acts 

17:5)? ______ Finally the unbelievers caused so much trouble that Paul and Silas were forced to leave the city 

(Acts 17:5-10). 

Paul was very much concerned for these new believers that he left behind in the city of Thessalonica. Usually 

Paul would spend many months with new believers to teach them and to strengthen them in the faith. However, 

because of persecution he was not able to do this with the Thessalonians. Did Paul want to return to 

Thessalonica and see these believers again (1 Thessalonians 3:6,10)? _________ Even though Paul was unable 

to visit these Christians, he was able to send Timothy (see 1 Thess. 3:2) on a dangerous mission to strengthen 

and encourage the Thessalonian Christians in their faith. 

http://www.middletownbiblechurch.org/newtesta/ntesta6.htm
http://www.middletownbiblechurch.org/newtesta/ntesta6.htm
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When Timothy finally returned to Paul, what message did he bring?  Read 1 Thessalonians 3:6-7 and circle the 

correct answer.  

a. "Paul, the Thessalonians have turned away from the Lord and have gone back to worshipping idols."  

b. "Paul, I have bad news. The Thessalonians no longer love the Lord, and they never want to see you 

again."  

c. "Paul, I have good news. The Thessalonians are continuing to trust Christ even though they are still 

being persecuted. They really want to see you again!"  

d. "Paul, the unbelievers killed all the believers in the city of Thessalonica, and there are none left!"  

Paul's heart rejoiced when he heard the good news which Timothy brought, and he sent these Christians a letter 

(1 Thessalonians) to remind them of the things he had taught them, to comfort them in all of their trouble and 

to help them to understand certain things about the coming of the Lord. Not long after this, he sent another letter 

(2 Thessalonians) to correct some wrong teaching that had come into the church (2 Thessalonians chapter 2) 

and to correct some wrong conduct among some of the church members (2 Thessalonians chapter 3). 

Both of these letters to the Thessalonians were written very early, only about 20 years after the death and 

resurrection of Christ. These were two of Paul's earliest letters. They were written about 51 A.D.  The only 

letter which may have been written earlier was Paul's letter to the Galatians which may have been written 48-49 

A.D. 

These two letters were written to new Christians. What are some of the things that new believers need to 

understand? What are some of the things that every Christian should understand? Let us now consider twelve 

things that every new Christian should be taught: 

Instructions for New Believers 

1) The new believer must realize that the Christian life is not a bed of roses. 

When a person becomes a Christian, this does not mean that difficulties and troubles will cease.  Did the 

Thessalonian Christians have much affliction (trouble, pressures, problems, trials) according to 1 Thessalonians 

1:6; 3:3-4; 2 Thessalonians 1:4,6? _______ Did God allow them to suffer (1 Thess. 2:14; 2 Thess. 1:5)? ______ 

Did Paul tell them to expect an easy life, or did he tell them that they would suffer tribulation (1 Thess. 3:4)? 

_____________________________________________________________________  

Did the Lord Jesus also tell His disciples to expect tribulation and trouble as long as they were in this world 

(John 16:33)? ________ Is the believer in the world (John 16:33; 17:11)? ______ Is the believer also in Christ 

(John 16:33)? _______ In the world there is tribulation but in Christ there is P____________ (John 16:33). In 

the middle of the trouble we can have peace, knowing that Christ has already won the victory! 

  

2) The new believer must learn to rejoice at all times. 

Not only did the Thessalonians have affliction (trouble and persecution) but they also had J________ (1 Thess. 

1:6). When Paul wrote to them, he reminded them of this and told them to R_____________ evermore (1 Thess. 

5:16). Believers should always be rejoicing! As we have seen, this was the same message Paul sent to the 

Philippians:   "R_________________ in the Lord ________________: and again I say ___________________" 

(Philippians 4:4). 
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3) The new believer must have the right attitude towards God's Word. 

When a person is saved, he receives God's Word into his heart and God's Word finds a home in his heart (see 1 

Thess. 1:6 and compare Acts 2:41 and 17:11). After a person is saved, he should continue to receive God's 

Word. How did the Thessalonians receive God's Word according to 1 Thessalonians 2:13 (circle the correct 

answer)?  

a. They received it as they would receive any other piece of writing. They considered it to be only the 

words of men and not the words of God.  

b. They received it with much doubt and uncertainty. They were not sure it was really true.  

c. They received it, but they were also ready to listen to what other philosophers from Greece might teach 

about life and death.  

d. They received it as the Word of God and not as the word of men, and they believed it with all their 

hearts.  

Have you really accepted the Bible as God's message to you?  

  

4). The new believer must be conscious of God moment by moment.  

In 1 Thessalonians 5:17 Paul gave the Thessalonians this important command: P_________ without 

________________________. When a person really prays in the right way, he is very much aware of God's 

presence. As we go through the day, we are to remember that God is right there with us and able to help us. We 

can call upon Him at any time and in any place. Praying without ceasing does not mean that we are on our 

knees 24 hours each day, but it does mean that as we walk through each day, we are aware that the living God 

walks with us.  We are conscious of His Person and His presence.  We are learning to enjoy Him! 

If we were walking along a roadside with a friend, would we be aware of his (or her) presence? Would we 

probably talk with this person frequently? Would we enjoy being with this person? So also as we walk with 

God, we can be aware of His presence (even though we can't see Him).  We can talk to Him at any time as we 

enjoy that wonderful relationship and fellowship that we have with Him. 

  

5) The new believer must be thankful in everything. 

We would almost expect the Thessalonians to be filled with complaining because of all of the trouble and 

persecution that they were going through. But Paul told them to be filled with thanksgiving: "In 

________________________ give ________________: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning 

you" (1 Thess. 5:18). 

Every new Christian can say, "Thank you!" Even though times may be difficult, we can say, "Thank you!" Even 

though there are many things we do not understand, we can say, "Thank you!" God is in control, God knows 

what He is doing, and God does all things well! Because of this, everyday should be a Thanksgiving Day! 

   

6) The new believer must let the Spirit of God work in his life.  

What precious gift did God give to every believer the moment he or she was saved (1 Thess. 4:8)? 

_______________________________  
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The Spirit of God wants to work in our lives, but sometimes we refuse to let Him do His mighty work in us! 

Paul told the Thessalonians:   "_______________ not the __________________" (1 Thess. 5:19). Do not 

quench the Spirit! Just as a fire is quenched by water, so the Spirit is quenched whenever the believer says 

"NO!" to God. We must always say "YES!" to the Lord: "Yes Lord, I’ll do whatever You want me to do! Yes 

Lord, I'll go wherever You want me to go! Yes Lord, I'll say whatever you want me to say!" We can also 

quench the Spirit when we say "YES" after God has said "NO!" When God says, "DON'T!" it is wrong for the 

believer to say, "YES I WILL!"    We will not quench the Spirit when we yield to God's wonderful will and we 

submit to His commands as revealed in His Word. 

  

7) The new believer must live a holy life, pleasing the Lord.  

God has given us the Holy Spirit so that we can live a holy life. Paul wrote to the Thessalonians about holiness 

in 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8 (the word "sanctification" in verses 3 and 4 can also be translated "holiness"). 

Remember, these Christians lived in the middle of a wicked city where they were tempted every day to do 

wrong and to fall into sin. But the God who lived in them could help them to have victory and to live differently 

than those who "K ________ N_______ G______" (1 Thess. 4:5). 

  

8) The new believer must look for the coming of the Lord. 

Paul helped these new Christians to get their eyes off their problems and onto the Lord Jesus Christ who was 

coming again for them. Every chapter in the Book of 1 Thessalonians ends by mentioning the coming of the 

Lord (or as some would call it, "the rapture"). Can you find these verses? 

Chapter 1: ____________  

Chapter 2: ____________  

Chapter 3: _____________ 

Chapter 4: ____________  

Chapter 5: _____________ 

The most detailed section about the Lord's coming is found in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18: 

 

9) The new believer needs to be taught about the devil. 

Did Paul believe in a real devil who actually tempts people (1 Thess. 3:5)? _________ Second Thessalonians 

2:1-12 reveals much about Satan and what Satan will try to accomplish in the future. As you read these verses, 

what are some of the things you learn about Satan, and Satan's man (the man of sin, the Antichrist) and Satan's 

power? What will happen to those people who love Satan's lie more than God’s truth? 
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10) The new believer needs to be taught about his responsibilities to his daily work. 

Satan is pleased when believers become lazy and fail to do those things that please the Lord and that are a good 

testimony to others. There were people in the Thessalonian church who were not working at all (see 1 Thess. 

4:11; 2 Thess. 3:10-12). Paul had some strong words for these people and even said that if they did not work, 

neither should they ______ (2 Thess. 3:10). 

When a person is saved, this should not make him or her a poor worker, a poor student, or a sloppy homemaker! 

The Christian should trust God to help him to be the very best worker or the best student he can possibly be for 

the glory of God. The Christian woman should trust God to help her to be the best homemaker and mother and 

wife that she can possibly be, just as the believing man should trust God to be the best husband, father and 

provider that he can possibly be! 

  

11) The new believer should respect and love those whom God has put over him as leaders. 

There were certain men in the Thessalonian church who were the leaders and who were responsible for the 

spiritual welfare of the flock (the believers). Paul told the Thessalonian Christians to be sure that they had the 

right attitude towards these men (see 1 Thess. 5:12-13). 

Do you respect and love your Pastor and other church leaders? Do you pray for them as they carry out their 

work day by day? Do you seek to help them in every way you can? What are some of the ways you can help 

them? 

  

12) The new believer should never reach the point where he thinks he has arrived. 

Even though the Thessalonians were new believers, they were doing very well. Paul remembered their faith, 

their love and their hope (1 Thess. 1:3). But even though they were doing well, Paul wanted them to do much 

better! 

Was Paul thankful for the faith which these Christians had (1 Thess. 3:6)? _______ Was their faith all that it 

should have been, or did their faith need improvement (1 Thess. 3:10)? 

_____________________________________________ Was their love all that it should have been, or did Paul 

want their love to increase more and more (1 Thess. 3:12)? 

_____________________________________________ 

Did these Christians love one another (1 Thess. 4:9)? ______ Did Paul want their love to stay the same or 

increase (1 Thess. 4:10)? _________________________________________ 

We must never think we have arrived, no matter how well we may be doing in some area of our Christian life. 

Whatever we are doing right, God wants us to do better and better, showing more and more love for God and 

for others! Whatever we might be doing that is good, God wants it to increase and reflect Him more and more! 

Can a Christian ever say, "I've arrived! I no longer need to grow!"? _______ 

May God help us to go on and on, and have more and more of those things He wants us to have! 
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CHAPTER 9 

Pastoral Letters 

(1 Timothy, Titus, 2 Timothy) 

Chapter 7 looked at the four letters that Paul wrote while he was a prisoner in the city of Rome. After being in a 

Roman prison for about two years, Paul was finally released. Now Paul, as a free man, was able to move about 

helping believers, preaching the gospel to unsaved people, starting and strengthening churches. During this time 

of freedom, Paul wrote two letters, 1 Timothy and Titus. 

Toward the end of his life, Paul was again thrown into prison in Rome (see 2 Timothy 2:9). This was Paul's 

second and final Roman imprisonment. This time he would not be released; instead, he would be put to death! 

As Paul sat in his dungeon, he sent one more letter to Timothy which we now call the book of 2 Timothy. In 

this book we have Paul's last recorded words. It was the last (surviving) letter Paul ever wrote and as he wrote it 

Paul knew that the day of his death was drawing near. 

All of Paul's other letters (except for Philemon) were written to churches, but these three letters were written to 

two men, Timothy and Titus. Both of these men were Pastors (Shepherds) which means that they were leaders 

in their churches.  Just as a shepherd is to take care of the sheep, these men were responsible to take care of the 

believers who were in their churches. This is why these three letters are often called "Pastoral Letters" or 

"Pastoral Epistles." 

Where did Timothy carry on his ministry as a Pastor (1 Timothy 1:3)? E__________________ Where did Titus 

carry on his ministry as a Pastor (Titus 1:5)? On the island of C_______________.  Can you find these two 

places on a Bible map? 

We learn about Timothy in the book of Acts, chapters 16-20 (see especially Acts 16:1-3). Titus is not mentioned 

in the book of Acts, but we learn about him in some of Paul's other letters (see 2 Corinthians 2:13; 7:6,13,14; 

8:6; 12:18; Galatians 2:1,3). Both of these men were faithful servants of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The letters to Timothy and Titus have a great message for us today. As we read the things which Paul wrote to 

these men, we begin to understand what kind of a man a Pastor should be. We also begin to discover what the 

church should really be like. Then we must ask, "Is my church like this?" "Am I in the right church?" "Is my 

Pastor really doing what God wants him to do?" 

As we study these three books, we learn at least five things about the Pastor and his preaching. These same five 

things should also be true in the life of every believer, as we share God's Word and tell others about our 

wonderful Lord and Saviour: 

1) THE PASTOR MUST PREACH SALVATION. 

There are many churches that do not teach God's way of salvation. There are many churches where the pastor, 

priest or minister never tell people about the GOOD NEWS OF SALVATION which we learned about in 

Chapter 5. You could attend these churches every Sunday for years and never learn how to be saved (or never 

even learn that you need to be saved). 

When Paul wrote to Timothy and Titus, he had much to say about salvation! Paul wanted these men to preach 

and teach concerning the wonderful salvation that is found in Jesus Christ! 

http://www.middletownbiblechurch.org/newtesta/ntesta7.htm
http://www.middletownbiblechurch.org/newtesta/ntesta5.htm
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Why did Christ Jesus come into the world (1 Timothy 1:15)? ____________________________________ Who 

does God desire to save (1 Timothy 2:3-4)? ______________________  For whom did Christ give His life a 

ransom (1 Timothy 2:6)?  __________________  [Note:  "Ransom" means that Christ gave up His life as a 

substitutionary sacrifice paying the full penalty for sins under God's judgment.]  Who is the only 

MEDIATOR (the One who goes between) between God and men, and the only One who can bring us to God (1 

Timothy 2:5)? __________________________________ Who must we put our trust and our hope in (1 

Timothy 4:l0 and 6:17)? ______________________________________________ 

How is a man saved or justified, by his own works and good deeds or by God's grace (Titus 3:7)? 

________________________________ In the following chapters, find a verse which teaches that a person is 

not saved by his own good works: 

Titus chapter 3, verse __________ 

 

2 Timothy chapter 1, verse ______ 

In the following chapters, find a verse which teaches that if a person is really saved (and God lives within him), 

then he will perform good works: 

Titus chapter 3, verse _________ 

 

Titus chapter 2, verse _________ 

2) THE PASTOR MUST PREACH CHRIST. 

In 1 Corinthians 2:2, Paul determined that he would preach and make known 

_______________________________ and Him crucified! There are many churches today that do not preach 

Christ. Some preach politics or philosophy. Others preach that we should help and love our neighbors. Some 

preach against war, poverty and crime. Others preach religion (man trying to get to God in man's own way). 

Paul was different than all of these. He encouraged Timothy and Titus to preach Christ! Man's only hope is 

found in the Son of God. 

Complete the following matching problem which will help you to see that the Pastoral Letters are filled with 

truth about the Christ whom Paul preached: 

1. ______ Christ is my righteous 
Judge. 

   

2. ______ Christ is my Mediator.  A. 1 Timothy 1:1 

3. ______ Christ is my Lord.  B. 1 Timothy 1:2 

4. ______ Christ is my Saviour.  C. 1 Timothy 2:5 

5. ______ Christ is my Substitute 
who died for me. 

 D. Timothy 2:6 
Titus 2:14 

6. ______ Christ is my hope.  E. 1 Timothy 3:16 
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7. ______ Christ is God manifested 
in the flesh. 

 F. 2 Timothy 1:10 

8. ______ Christ is a real man (a 
descendant of David) 
who really died but who 
was raised again from 
the dead. 

 G.  

H. 

I. 

2 Timothy 2:8  

2 Timothy 4:1,8 

Titus 1:4 

9. ______ Christ is the One who 
abolished death. 

  
J. 

 
Titus 2:13 

10. ______ Christ is the Great God 
who is coming again. 

   

3) THE PASTOR MUST PREACH THE ENTIRE BIBLE. 

Some churches preach just from the Gospels, from the Psalms or from other favorite passages. But there is 

much from God's Word that they never preach. Other churches teach salvation all the time, but they do not help 

the people understand how to live the Christian life. John 3:16 is a wonderful verse, but there is more than John 

3:16 in the Bible. If God had only wanted us to know John 3:16, then He would have given us a very small 

Bible! 

What did Paul tell Timothy to preach (2 Timothy 4:2)? ________________________ If a person is going to 

preach the Word, then he must study God's Word of truth (what verse in 2 Timothy chapter 2 shows the need 

for careful study of God's Word of truth? Verse _______ ). How much of God's Word is profitable for us 

according to 2 Timothy 3:16?  

a. Just the New Testament  

b. Just the New Testament and Psalms  

c. Just the Gospels and Psalms and Proverbs  

d. All of it (all 66 Books of the Bible) 

   

What will God's Word do for me (2 Timothy 3:16)? 
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4) THE PASTOR MUST PREACH CHURCH TRUTH. 

The Pastor must understand what God has said about His church. The main reason why Paul wrote the book of 

1 Timothy was so Timothy might know how to B_____________________ himself (conduct himself) in the 

house of God which is the church of the living God (1 Timothy 3:15). The Pastoral letters have a great deal to 

say about the local church or the local assembly. These books tell us about the organization of the church, the 

officers of the church, the doctrine (teaching) of the church, the enemies of the church, the worship of the 

church and the future of the church. 

Many people today do not understand what the church really is and what the Bible teaches about the church. For 

example, many churches today have men who call themselves "priests." Do the pastoral letters say that there 

should be priests in the church? Many churches today have men called "trustees." Do the pastoral letters say that 

there should be "trustees" in the church? What should there be in the church (1 Timothy 3:12 and 1 Timothy 

5:17)? D_____________ and E_____________   There are many other practices taking place in churches today 

which these letters do not mention.  Also there are many things said in these letters which are not being 

practiced by churches today! Why is this so? 

5) THE PASTOR MUST PREACH NOT JUST BY LIP BUT BY LIFE 

A good pastor must practice what he preaches or else the people who listen to him will say, "Your actions speak 

so loud that we can't hear what you are saying!" He must preach the truth and live the truth. Timothy was told 

not only to take heed unto the doctrine (make sure his teaching was right) but also to take heed unto "thyself" 

(make sure his living was right)! 

In 1 Timothy 4:12 (see also Titus 2:7), Timothy was told to be an example of [to] the believers, so that they 

could look at Timothy and say, "That's what a believer should be!" Paul also told Timothy to exercise himself 

unto _____________________________ (1 Tim. 4:7). Physical exercise is important (1 Timothy 4:8), but 

spiritual exercise is far more important. What are some of the things we should do in the physical realm so that 

we can be physically strong and healthy? What are some of the things we should do in the spiritual realm so that 

we can be spiritually strong and healthy? 

Paul wanted Timothy and Titus to be spiritually strong! In 2 Timothy chapter 2, can you find the verses which 

go along with each of these illustrations? 

Paul wanted Timothy to be . . . 

A good SOLDIER Verse 
________ 

A good ATHLETE (one who "strives for the 
masteries"--KJV) 

Verse 
________ 

A good husbandman or FARMER Verse 
________ 

A good WORKMAN Verse 
________ 

What is the spiritual meaning behind each of these? In other words, in what ways should a Pastor be a good 

soldier? In what ways should a believer be a good soldier? etc. 
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The Apostle Paul was one who not only taught the truth, but who also lived the truth. If a person lives well, he 

is also able to die well (see Philippians 1:21). When Paul wrote the book of 2 Timothy he was in prison and he 

knew that the day of his death was soon coming. Was Paul ready to die (2 Timothy 4:6)? ______ Why wasn't 

Paul afraid of departing from this life (Philippians 1:23)? 

_____________________________________________ Was Paul ashamed of the way he had lived as a 

Christian (2 Timothy 4:7)? _____ Was Paul looking forward with joy to that moment when He would stand 

before the righteous Judge, the Lord Jesus Christ (2 Timothy 4:8)? _____ 

Not long after Paul sent this letter to Timothy, he was executed by the Romans (beheaded by a Roman sword), 

and immediately he went to be with Christ which is far better! (Please write this verse correctly: Philippians 

1:21: "For to me to live is Christ and to die is a great loss and a great tragedy!"  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

They could put Paul in prison and they could put him to death, but they could not stop the Word which he 

preached.   "The Word of God is not B_______________ (2 Timothy 2:9)?  
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CHAPTER 10 

The Priesthood of Jesus Christ 

(Hebrews) 

The book of Hebrews is the third longest letter in the New Testament. Only the books of Romans and 1 

Corinthians are longer than the letter to the Hebrews. Its thirteen chapters are filled with rich truths that 

believers everywhere need to understand. 

Who Wrote This Book? 

We are not certain who wrote the book of Hebrews. This is unusual, for we are sure who wrote the Gospel of 

Matthew and who wrote the book of Romans. We are certain that Luke wrote the book of Acts. We know who 

wrote 26 of the New Testament Books.  Also, in the Old Testament there are several books whose authorship is 

unknown. For example, we do not know for sure who wrote the books of Kings and Chronicles. 

Many believe the Apostle Paul wrote this letter to the Hebrews. In fact, in the King James Version, the title of 

the letter is given as follows: "THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE TO THE HEBREWS." And yet, in all 

of Paul’s other letters, he gives his name at the very beginning (see Romans 1:1; 1 Corinthians 1:1; etc.), but in 

the letter to the Hebrews, no name is given. This makes it difficult to know for sure that Paul was the author. 

Others have thought that Barnabas or Apollos or Silas may have written this book. Perhaps the safest thing to 

say is what Origen said in the third century (about 200 years after the book of Hebrews was written): "who it 

was that really wrote the Epistle (to the Hebrews), God only knows." 

There are some things that we do know about the human writer. He was someone who knew 

T_______________ very well (Hebrews 13:23). He was probably a Jew and one who knew the Old Testament 

Scriptures very well. He had also spent some time in prison ("bonds"—Hebrew 10:34). Of course, all of these 

things would fit the Apostle Paul, though they could fit someone else as well. 

Usually the name of the writer or author is given at the very beginning of the letter. The very first word tells you 

who the author is. For example, who wrote the book of 1 Timothy? What is the first word in 1 Timothy 1:1? 

_____________ Who wrote the book of James (James 1:1)? ____________ Who wrote the book of 1 Peter (1 

Peter 1:1)? ______________ What is the first word in Jude’s short letter? __________ Who wrote the book of 

Hebrews? What is the first word of this letter? ________ God hath spoken! God is the author of this book! 

Even though we may not know who the human writer was, we know that the book of Hebrews is God’s Word. 

As we read the book of Hebrews, our attention is not on the human writer, but on that which is written! Even 

the human writer, when quoting from the Old Testament Scriptures, always emphasized that God was the 

Author.  He pointed to God rather than to the human author.  See Hebrews 3:7; 9:8; 10:15 where the writer 

reminds us that the Holy Spirit is the true Author of the Bible. 

  

Who Were the Readers of This Book? 

This letter was sent to the "Hebrews." This means that the people who received this letter were Jews (probably 

living in Italy). But not only were they Jews, they were Jewish people who had accepted Jesus Christ as their 

Messiah and as their Saviour. For the most part they were true believers in Christ (Hebrews 3:1), though as in 

any church group there were some who merely professed Christ but who did not actually possess Christ. 
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Is it possible for a person to say that he is a Christian, but not really be a Christian? See the following verses: 

Titus 1:16 

1 John 2:4 

1 John 2:9 

1 John 4:20 

James 2:14,18 

These Jewish Christians were going through some very difficult times. They were suffering through great 

affliction and persecution (Heb. 10:32-33). Some of them had lost many of their earthly possessions (Heb. 

10:34). They were discovering that the Christian life is not always a bed of roses (this was the same truth that 

the Thessalonians had to learn—see Chapter 8). 

Because of these difficulties and trials, some of these Jewish people were wavering in their faith. Some were 

even in danger of turning away from Christ and from Christianity and going back to the religion of Judaism. 

The Lord once told a parable about a sower. Some seed fell among rocky soil (see Luke 8:6). According to 

Luke 8:13, the seed which fell on rocky soil represented people who have heard God’s Word and believe it for a 

time, but in time of temptation (testing and difficulty), what do they do?  F__________   A___________  

According to Jesus, the problem with such people as that they had no R_________ (Luke 8:13). 

Think of two trees. One has small and shallow roots; the other has massive, deep roots that go way down into 

the earth. When the hurricane comes along, which tree is going to be able to remain standing? Which tree is 

going to fall? 

The book of Hebrews was written so that these Jewish Christians might get their roots to go deep down into the 

Lord Jesus Christ! The writer does everything he can to get these people to be rooted and built up in Christ 

Jesus! The letter to the Hebrews was sent to strengthen their wavering faith, so that they would be able to 

survive the greatest hurricanes that the world, the flesh or the devil might ever send! 

When Was This Letter Sent? 

History tells us that in the year 70 A.D. the Roman army came and destroyed the Jewish temple in the city of 

Jerusalem. Since then the Jews have never had a temple. 

The book of Hebrews must have been written before this great destruction took place, because in Hebrews 

10:11 we learn that the temple was still standing, the Jewish priests were still ministering, and animals were still 

being sacrificed. None of this would have been true after 70 A.D. So the letter must have been sent between 64 

and 68 A.D.,  prior to the fall of Jerusalem. 

How to Understand the Book of Hebrews 

As already mentioned, this book was written to Jewish people, and the Jews were very familiar with the Old 

Testament Scriptures (the 39 books of the Old Testament). It is difficult to understand the book of Hebrews 

unless you have an understanding of the Old Testament, especially the first five books of the Old Testament 

(Genesis through Deuteronomy). 

For example, in the book of Hebrews we read about priests, the wilderness wanderings, the Sabbath rest, 

Melchisedec, the tribes of Judah and Levi, the law of Moses, the tabernacle, the table of shewbread, the veil, the 

mercy seat, the most holy place, the sacrificial animals, the ashes of an heifer, Esau selling his birthright, etc. 

http://www.middletownbiblechurch.org/newtesta/ntesta8.htm
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The Jewish people were familiar with all of these things, just as you are probably very familiar with Christ’s 

birth in Bethlehem, the shepherds and the wise men! But if a person is not familiar with the Old Testament, he 

will not understand many of the things he reads about in this book. 

Consider also Hebrews chapter 11. Does an understanding of the Old Testament help a person with this 

chapter? 

  

The Superiority of Christ and Christianity 

Some of these Jewish people were in danger of turning from Christ and going back to the religion of Judaism 

(back to animal sacrifices, back to the law of Moses, back to human priests, etc.). The book of Hebrews shows 

how foolish this would be. This book shows how superior Christ is and thus how superior Christianity is. Only a 

fool would turn away from something better in order to grab onto something that is worse! 

According to Hebrews 10:1, the things written in the law (such as the animal sacrifices, the tabernacle, etc.) 

were merely a shadow of things to come. Which is superior, the shadow or the substance (the real thing)? 

Would you rather have the shadow of an ice cream cone or a real ice cream cone? Would you rather have the 

shadow of a $5.00 bill or the real thing? The book of Hebrews teaches us that Christ is the real thing, and all 

of these Old Testament things were only pictures and shadows which pointed to the Christ who should come. 

The following chart helps us to see how superior Christ is: 

THE OLD TESTAMENT AND 
JUDAISM 

CHRIST AND  
CHRISTIANITY 

Animal sacrifices that could never put 
away sin (Heb.10:4) 

The once for all sacrifice of Christ 
that put away sin forever  
(Heb. 10:10,12,17) 

Human priests, the sons of Aaron,  
who were sinful, frail and imperfect 
(Heb. 7:23, 27,28) 

The perfect Priest, after the order of 
Melchisedec, who is sinless, perfect 
and lives forever (Heb. 7:15,16,24,25) 

The Old Covenant (Heb. 8:9) The New Covenant (Heb. 8:8,10,12; 
10:16-17) 

Shadow (Heb. 10:1) Substance—the real thing! 

Earthly Tabernacle made with hands  
(Heb. 9:1-2) 

Heavenly Tabernacle made without 
hands (Heb. 8:2) 
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A key word is found in the book of Hebrews which shows the superiority of Christianity.  It is the word 

"BETTER"! What God has done in Christ is far BETTER! Please MATCH: 

1) _____ better promises A. Heb. 1:4 

2) _____ better resurrection B. Heb. 7:7 

3) _____ better hope C. Heb. 7:19 

4) _____ better sacrifices D. Heb. 7:22 

5) _____ better country E. Heb. 8:6 

6) _____ better testament F. Heb. 8:6 

7) _____ better covenant G. Heb. 9:23 

8) _____ Christ is better than angels H.  Heb. 
10:34 

9) _____ Abraham (the lesser) is 
blessed by the better (Melchisedec) 

I.  Heb. 11:16 

10) ____ better substance 
(possessions) 

J. Heb. 11:35 

 

Warnings and Encouragements 

This book was written to get people to the living God. Christ is presented as the great High Priest (Heb. 3:1; 

4:15; 6:20; 8:1; 9:11, 24) who died, rose again, passed into the heavens and lives forever so that He might 

bring us to God. These Hebrew Christians are told to GO ON and GROW UP and get their roots deeper and 

deeper into Christ. 

As you read through the book of Hebrews you will find two messages repeated again and again:   

1) You will find ENCOURAGEMENTS given to these Jewish people so that they might draw near and come 

to God;   

2) You will find WARNINGS given to these same people so that they might not depart from the living God. 
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Consider the following: 

Hebrews 2:3--WARNING--Don’t N_____________ God’s so great salvation. 

Hebrews 2:10--ENCOURAGEMENT-- God is bringing you to Himself! 

Hebrews 3:1--ENCOURAGEMENT-- Get your eyes on Jesus Christ. 

Hebrews 3:8--WARNING--Do not H_________________ your heart. 

Hebrews 3:12--WARNING--DO not D_______________ from the living God. 

Hebrews 4:16--ENCOURAGEMENT-- C _________ boldly unto the throne of grace. 

Hebrews 5:11--WARNING--Pay attention to what God says! 

Hebrews 6:1--ENCOURAGEMENT--Go on and grow up! 

Hebrews 6:6--WARNING--Do not F_________  A____________ 

Hebrews 10:19--ENCOURAGEMENT--Enter the most holy place (where God is!) 

Hebrews 10:22--ENCOURAGEMENT--D_______ N___________ to God. 

Hebrews 10:23--ENCOURAGEMENT--H_________ F_________ to God’s promises 

and to God’s Son. 

Hebrews 10:25--WARNING--Do not F_______________ the assembling of 

yourselves together. 

Hebrews 10:26--WARNING--Do not reject the truth you have R__________ 

Hebrews 10:38--WARNING--Do not D_________ B___________ from God. 

Hebrews 11:6--ENCOURAGEMENT--Come to G________ by faith. 

Hebrews 12:2--ENCOURAGEMENT--Get your eyes on Jesus Christ, 

L_______________ unto Him! 
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The Great Faith Chapter 

One of the greatest encouragements in the book of Hebrews is the great FAITH chapter (Hebrews chapter 11). 

These verses would have been especially meaningful to Jewish people as they were reminded of the faith of 

their fathers. They knew their Old Testament Bible very well and thus they were very familiar with the lives of 

Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, and all the others mentioned in this chapter. If these men and women 

could trust God under very difficult circumstances, then so can we today! Sometimes Hebrews 11 is called the 

"HALL OF FAITH" (just as we have the Baseball or Basketball "HALL OF FAME" dedicated to the memory 

of the great athletes of the past). Hebrews 11 is dedicated to the memory of the great believers of the past. 

No Turning Back! 

Faith in Christ is not something that we do for two or three months (on a trial basis) and then decide if we 

should continue! When a person is saved, he is saying, "I am going to trust the Lord Jesus Christ now, 

tomorrow and forever!" There is a well known song that reminds us of this: "I have decided to follow Jesus, no 

turning back, no turning back!" 

Some of the Jewish people who read the book of Hebrews were in danger of turning back. Their roots were not 

deep and they were wavering in their faith. They were going through great difficulties and they were wondering 

if they should continue to trust Christ. This book was sent to them to warn them not to turn back and to 

encourage them to hang on to Christ (by faith) and never let Him go! 

Have you ever known someone who seemed to be a believer, attended church, showed an interest in the Bible 

and spiritual things, prayed, etc., but later seemed to change? This same person stopped attending church, 

seemed to lose interest in the things of God and started living, acting and thinking like the world. What 

happened? 

How can we tell if a person is a true member of Christ’s church? In Hebrews 3:6, the Bible says that we are 

Christ's house if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the ______. If a person 

does not continue unto the end, then this shows us that this person was never really a true part of Christ’s house 

or Christ’s body. 

Here’s an illustration. Often when a building is erected, a scaffold structure is also erected to give the workmen 

a platform to stand upon. 

Is the scaffold is part of the true building?  How can a person tell which structures really belong to the true 

building? This is very easy: just wait and let some time pass and see which parts of the building REMAIN! It 

will not be long before the scaffold will FALL AWAY from the building or be taken away from the building 

and you will not see it again! The scaffold was never a part of the true building. It was only a TEMPORARY 

ATTACHMENT. 

The same is true in the spiritual realm. Some people are temporary attachments to the church. Time is needed 

to see if they will really continue! John speaks of these temporary attachments in 1 John 2:19--"They went out 

from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have 

_________________________ with us; but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not 

all of us."  The Lord Jesus spoke of the same thing in Luke 8:13. They believed, but was their faith lasting or 

only temporary? ________________________. See also Colossians 1:23 and John 8:31. The book of Hebrews 

is a great encouragement to continue on in the faith, developing roots that go so deep into Christ that no one 

will ever be able to move us off of that solid foundation! We need to continue to the very end (Heb. 3:6; 3:14; 

10:39).   
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Eternal Security 

Is the true believer safe and secure in Christ forever?   The book of Hebrews teaches that a saved person can be 

lost if they cast away their faith in the work of God through Jesus Christ. However, the book of Hebrews 

presents the safety and security of believers in a very strong way that should produce faith and hope. God will 

not stop His work of redemption toward us even when we fall short but will continually seek to turn us back to 

Himself.  Find the verses that go with each of the following statements:  

   

1. Salvation is forever (eternal salvation).  Hebrews 5: ______  

2. God is able to save completely (to the uttermost).  Hebrews 7:______  

3. Christ never stops interceding for His own.  Hebrews 7: ______  

4. Our redemption is forever (eternal redemption).  Hebrews 9: _____  

5. Our inheritance is forever (eternal inheritance).  Hebrews 9: _____  

6. Christ appears in God’s presence for us.  Hebrews 9: _____  

7. Christ has perfected forever His saints.  Hebrews 10: ______  

8. God will never again remember our sins.  Hebrews 10: ______  

9. God chastens (not condemns) His children.  Hebrews 12: _____  

10. Christ will never ever leave us, no, He will never, ever forsake us, no not ever!  Hebrews 

13: ______  
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CHAPTER 11 

Practical Writings 
(James, 1 Peter and 2 Peter) 

 The Bible is a very practical book! The Bible presents truth that can be used and practiced every day of the 

week and every hour of every day! God's message was given, not so that we would just hear it and think about 

it, but so that we would act upon it (James 1:22). The three books which we are going to consider in this 

chapter are very practical books, showing us how the Christian faith works in everyday life. 

 

James--The Behavior that Springs Out of a Living Faith 

Who wrote the book of James (James 1:1)? ____________________________ James wrote this letter, but we 

must ask, "Who was he?" There are several men in the Bible who were named "James" (just as there are many 

men today who have the name "James" or "Jim"). 

The James who wrote this letter was not James the brother of John whose father's name was Zebedee (see 

Matthew 4:21; 10:2). James the brother of John was one of the Lord's twelve disciples and he was the first 

disciple to be martyred.  This happened in 44 A.D; see Acts 12:1-2. He did not write the book of James. 

The James who wrote this letter was not the other disciple who was named James (see Matthew 10:3). He was 

the son of Alphaeus, but he was not the one who wrote this letter. 

The James who wrote the book of James was the half-brother of Jesus, the son of Mary and Joseph (see Mark 

6:3; Galatians 1:19). 

What does the Bible teach us about James, the brother of the Lord? During the earthly ministry of Jesus, did 

James and the other brothers believe in Christ (John 7:5)? ______ Later we are amazed to discover that this 

same James became the leader of the church that was in Jerusalem (Acts 12:17; 15:13; 21:17-18). Something 

happened to this man! In fact, in James1:1, James describes himself as a "S ____________________ (slave) of 

God and of the Lord Jesus Christ." What was it that changed this man from an unbeliever in Jesus Christ to a 

servant of Jesus Christ (see 1 Corinthians 15:7)? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

You see, James realized that Jesus was more than his brother, He was his Living Lord! James was even willing 

to die for the Christ he loved. History tells us that James was martyred in Jerusalem in 62 or 63 A.D. 

The letter that James wrote was probably the first New Testament book that was written. The Epistle of James 

was probably written between 45 and 49 A.D., less than 20 years after the Lord rose again from the dead. 

In James 1:1, James tells us to whom he wrote this letter.  He did not send this letter to one church as Paul often 

did (such as to the church at Rome or at Corinth). He did not send this letter to one individual (such as to 

Timothy or to Titus). Rather he sent this letter to the twelve T____________ (Jewish people) who were 

scattered everywhere. James was concerned about these Jewish believers (see James 1:2--"brethren") who were 

living outside of Palestine. 
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When James wrote this letter, most of the Christians were Jews. Later, Paul would go on his great missionary 

journeys and more and more Gentiles would turn to Christ also. But in the early days of the Church, the great 

number of believers were Jews. 

These Jews would come to the city of Jerusalem at least once a year for the great feasts. For example, in Acts 

2:1,5 we learn that Jews had come to Jerusalem from every nation out of heaven for the great feast day of 

Pentecost. Since James was the leader of the Jerusalem church, the Jewish Christians looked to him for spiritual 

help and instruction. James had a real concern for these people. Even though they were scattered throughout the 

Roman Empire, James was able to reach them by sending them this letter. 

The truths found in this five chapter letter are just as meaningful to believers today as they were to those Jewish 

Christians who lived in the first century A.D. 

James wanted his readers to know that faith in Jesus Christ is not a D____________ faith (James 2:17,20,26) 

but a living and a working faith! This living faith expresses itself in everyday life in daily trials and difficulties 

(chapter 1); in doing what God says (1:22); in caring for those in need (1:27); in loving our neighbors and not 

treating  people special because they are rich (Chapter 2); in controlling our tongue (Chapter 3); in not loving 

the world and in resisting the devil (Chapter 4); in including God in our plans (4:13-17) and in our prayer life 

(Chapter 5). 

God's Word really works, but I must put it to work! A shovel really works, but only if it is used! A good 

vacuum cleaner really works, but only when someone uses it! The same is true with God's Word. 

James is a practical book, giving the believer God's wisdom as to how to tackle daily living. In some ways it is 

like the book of Proverbs in the Old Testament. 

James was also a keen observer of nature (just as Jesus was). In the following verses, explain how James uses 

facts from nature to illustrate spiritual lessons:  1) James 1:6;  2) James 1:10-11;  3) James 1:21 (engrafted 

means "implanted," just as a seed is planted in the ground);  4) James 3:3;  5) James 3:6;   6) James 3:7-8;  7) 

James 3:11-12;  8) James 5:2-3;  9) James 5:7. 

One teaching in the book of James has been greatly misunderstood by many. It is in chapter 2, verse 24 where 

James says, "Ye see then how that by _______________a man is justified, and not by faith only."  Some people 

think this contradicts what Paul taught in Romans 3:28, that a man is justified by ___________ apart from any 

works. In Chapter 5 of these notes we studied Paul's teaching concerning justification and salvation, and we 

learned that a man is saved by faith and not by works. 

Actually James and Paul taught the very same thing! In fact, Paul and James knew each other very well and had 

a real oneness in Christ (see Galatians 1:19; 2:9; Acts 15:2,4,13; Acts 21:18-20). Paul was in full agreement 

with every word in the book of James and James was in full agreement with every word in the book of Romans. 

Did Paul agree with James that faith and works must go together (see Titus 3:8)? _______ Did Paul agree with 

James that a person may say that he has faith but not really have faith (see James 2:14 and Titus 1:16)? ______ 

Did James agree with Paul that Abraham was justified by faith (compare James 2:23 with Romans 4:3)? 

What Paul taught and what James taught were both true! The question Paul answered in Romans is this:  How 

can I be declared right before God?  The answer is: By faith and not by works. The question James answered 

in the book of James is this: How can I show people my faith (James 2:18)?   How can I show others that I am 

a believer and that I am right before God?   I show this by my good works. 

http://www.middletownbiblechurch.org/newtesta/ntesta5.htm
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Faith is the root of salvation; good works are the fruit of salvation. The book of Romans concentrates on the 

root; the book of James concentrates on the fruit. It is not enough to SAY that I have faith (James 2:14);  I must 

SHOW that I have faith! In other words, "If you are really an apple tree, then let me see some apples!" People 

cannot see my faith. People cannot look into my heart to see if I am really saved and justified. But people can 

see the way I live and talk and act and behave. James' message is this:  If a person really believes, then he will 

really behave! James chapter 2 is not talking about how a person is saved; it is talking about how a person can 

show or prove that he is really saved!    

 

  

1 Peter--First Suffering, Then Glory! 

The Apostle Peter, like James, also wrote a very practical letter, not just to a church or to an individual, but "to 

the S _____________________________ (people staying for a brief time in a foreign land) scattered 

throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia" (1 Peter 1:1). 

Peter's letter was written almost 20 years after James wrote his book (1 Peter is dated about 64 A.D.). He sent 

this letter not only to Jewish Christians but to Gentile believers as well (compare 1 Peter 2:10 and 4:3-4). 

Peter reminds these believers that they were "strangers and sojourners and pilgrims" (1 Peter 1:1; 1:17; 2:11). 

This is true of every child of God. The world is not our home (Philippians 3:19-20), but it is necessary for us to 

journey through this world on our way to our heavenly home. How long will our journey through this world last 

in comparison to the length of time we will spend in our heavenly home? 

Peter knew that the believer's journey through this world would involve suffering (we are in a foreign land on 

enemy territory, representing a Saviour whom the citizens of this world hate--John 15:18-21). The believer's 

eternal dwelling place involves glory. Paul said, "For I reckon that the S_________________________ of this 

present time are not worthy to be compared with the G_____________ which shall be revealed in us (Romans 

8:18). A brief time of suffering is followed by a glorious future in God's presence. 

Peter was writing to suffering believers. He reminded them that the dark days are short in comparison with the 

joy that lies ahead. Consider for example 1 Peter 5:10. This verse teaches that the suffering is only for A 

W_____________ but the GLORY is E_________________! See also 1 Peter 1:11 and 4:13 where Peter 

mentions suffering and glory. Peter carefully taught these believers how to handle the trials and the suffering of 

this life.  
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Here are some of the things Peter taught (please match): 

1) _____ Don't be surprised at the fiery trials that  
will come upon you, but rather expect them. 

A. 
B. 

1 Peter 1:6-7 
1 Peter 2:19-23 

2) _____ Sometimes a believer must suffer wrongfully, 
even as Christ suffered, though He was 
completely innocent. 

C. 
D. 
E. 

1 Peter 4:12 
1 Peter 4:13 
1 Peter 4:15 

3) _____ Sometimes Christians suffer because they 
have done wrong or broken man's laws. They 
are getting what they deserve. 

F. 
G. 

1 Peter 4:16 
1 Peter 5:10 

4) _____ One of the reasons God allows suffering is to test our faith. 

5) _____ Rejoice that those who share in Christ’s sufferings will also share in His 
glory. 

6) _____ After we have suffered for a short time, we will enjoy the glory which is 
forever. 

7) _____ Sometimes a believer must suffer simply because he is a Christian. Often 
the world gives Christians a difficult time. 

God's truth is the same, even though He chooses different men to write it down in His Word. Compare 1 Peter 

5:5-9 with James 4:6-10. Can you find any similarities between what Peter wrote and what James wrote? 

2 Peter--Peter's Farewell Words 

Who wrote the book of 2 Peter (2 Peter 1:1)? _______________ This may seem like a simple question, but 

there are many people (including religious leaders, university professors, etc.) who do not believe that the 

Apostle Peter wrote the book of 2 Peter. They do not believe the very first verse of this book!  The writer claims 

that  because he was present on the mount of transfiguration as an eyewitness, and certainly this was true of 

Peter (see 2 Peter 1:16-18 and compare Matthew 17:1-2).  

The book of 2 Peter contains Peter's last words. It is similar in many ways to Paul's last book, 2 Timothy.  Peter 

knew that he would soon die: "knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus 

Christ hath shown me" (2 Peter 1:14). In John 21:18-19 the Lord Jesus Christ told Peter that he would die when 

he was old and also that he would stretch forth his hands and he would be taken where he did not wish to go. As 

far as we know from history, Peter was crucified by the Romans about the same time Paul was martyred (under 

the Roman emperor Nero). According to tradition Peter was crucified with his head down (upside down), 

because he did not feel that he was worthy to be crucified in the same position as His Saviour. 

As Peter thought of his approaching death, did he have any hope or any assurance that he might go to heaven 

(see 1 Peter 1:3-5)? _________ 

The book of Second Peter was written to remind believers of certain truths (see 2 Peter 1:12 and 3:1). Not only 

does God need to teach us new truths, but He also must remind us of things we already know. We tend to forget 

many things! 
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In 2 Peter, some very important things are said about the Bible (see 2 Peter 1:19-21 and 3:15-18). Peter knew 

that he and the other apostles were soon to become extinct! Soon there would be no more apostles! Can the 

church survive without Apostles (without men such as Paul, Peter and Matthew)? Yes, even though the church 

no longer has apostles, it does have the doctrine or the teaching of the Apostles (compare Acts 2:42). The 

church possesses the New Testament which the Apostles gave us! 

It would be very helpful if Peter or Paul could visit us today and preach to us and teach us the things of God, but 

this is not possible. Even though Peter is no longer with us, we do have the two letters that Peter wrote! Paul can 

no longer be found on this earth, but the letters of Paul can be found (see 2 Peter 3:15-16).  God's Word is what 

we need, even though the Apostles have died long ago. 

The key word in 2 Peter is the word "knowledge." Can you find the seven places in this book where this word 

is found? 1) _________ 2) _________ 3)__________  4) ___________ 5)_________  6) __________  

7)___________  The more we know Jesus Christ, the less we will be led astray by false teachers (2 Peter 

chapter 2). The more we know Jesus Christ, the more we will grow as a Christian (2 Peter, chapter 1 and 

chapter 3, and see especially 2 Peter 3:18). When you were saved, you came to know the Lord Jesus Christ 

(John 17:3). As a Christian each day should be spent getting to know Him better and better (2 Peter 3:18). Paul's 

heart cry as a believer was this, "that I may ________________ Him" (Philippians 3:10)! 

May we never forget Peter's last words: 

But grow [keep on growing] in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 

and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

(2 Peter 3:18)  
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CHAPTER 12 

Powerful Little Books 
(1 John, 2 John, 3 John and Jude) 

 This chapter will consider four little books which God in His perfect wisdom has decided to include in our 

Bible. Three of these books are only one chapter each and the book of 1 John is only five small chapters. These 

four books combined contain about the same number of verses as the letter to the Ephesians. Yet, even though 

these books are few in words, they contain powerful messages for believers then and now. 

  

1 John--Assurance of Salvation 

The Apostle John is the human author of this book.  He also wrote 2 John, 3 John, the Gospel of John and 

Revelation. History tells us that during the end of his life, John served the Lord in the city of Ephesus which is 

located in Asia Minor. Can you find Ephesus on a Bible map?  During this time in his life (possibly around 90 

A.D.) John wrote the book of 1 John. 

The Ephesian believers were blessed with some excellent teachers and preachers in their church! Who spent 

nearly three years in Ephesus (Acts 20:16,31)? _______________ Paul wrote a letter to another preacher who 

was at Ephesus. What was his name (1 Timothy 1:2-3)? ________________________ John the apostle spent 

the latter part of his life in this same city. There was no shortage of good preachers and teachers in Ephesus! 

Why did John write the book of 1 John? John gives us several reasons. In 1 John 1:4 he says, "And these things 

we write unto you, that your ________ may be _______." John wanted believers to have that full joy that comes 

from being in fellowship with the Father and with His Son and with other believers (1 John 1:3). 

Another reason for writing this book is found in 1 John 2:1: "My little children, these things I write unto you, 

that ye S______ N______." John wanted believers to live lives that were holy and pure. He also wanted 

believers to know what to do when they commit sin (1 John 1:9; 2:1). 

The most important reason John wrote this book is found in 1 John 5:13. According to this verse, did John write 

these things to believers or unbelievers? ____________________________ John wrote these things so that 

believers might (circle the correct answer):  

a. Hope that they have eternal life  

b. Feel that they have eternal life  

c. Know that they have eternal life  

d. Think that they have eternal life  

We have already learned why John wrote the Gospel of John (see Chapter 3).  
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It is helpful to compare John’s purpose in the Gospel of John with his purpose in the book of 1 John. Perhaps 

this chart will help: 

JOHN 1 JOHN 

John’s purpose is given in John 20:31:  

"But these (things) are written, that 
ye might BELIEVE that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing ye might have life." 

John’s purpose is given in 1 John 5:13:  

"These things have I written unto you 
that believe on the name of the Son 
of God; that ye may KNOW that you have 
eternal life." 

Written to all the world (a good book 
to recommend to an unsaved person) 

Written to believers (a good book to  
recommend to a saved person,  
especially a new believer) 

Written in order that people might 
believe and have life (20:31) 

Written in order that believers might know  
that they have life (5:12-13). 

Written so that people might be saved Written so that saved people might have 
assurance of salvation 

Written so that people might come to 
the Father (John 10:9; 14:6) 

Written so that believers might be at home 
in the Father’s house and enjoy His 
fellowship  (1 John 1:3; 3:1) 

Written so that the dead might have 
life (John 5:24) 

Written so that the living might know they 
are alive (1 John 3:14) and that they might 
show forth and express this life 

Assurance of salvation is something very wonderful that God wants every child of God to have. The person 

who has assurance is able to say, "I _______________ that I have eternal life" (1 John 5:13). "I am sure, 

certain and convinced that I have God's Son and God's Life!  I know so because God said so:   "He that hath 

the _________ hath _____________; and he that hath not the _______   ____    _______   hath not  _________" 

(1 John 5:12). 

It is a sad fact that most people today, even people who are very religious, do not have assurance of their 

salvation. Very few people know for sure that God has saved them and that they have eternal life. Most people 

"hope so" or "think so" but very few "know so." You can discover this for yourself. The next time you meet a 

person who belongs to a cult or a person who is very religious or who goes to church, ask him (or her) this 

question: "If you were to die today, do you know for sure that you would be with the Lord? Are you sure that 

you are saved and that you have eternal life?" By his (or her) answer you will be able to tell if he (or she) has 

assurance of salvation. 

According to 1 John 5:12, every believer (everyone who has the Son) possesses  L_________. The person who 

is not a true believer does not have L__________ (1 John 5:12). 

Let’s think about physical life for a moment. How can we tell if a person is alive? If you were to see a man 

walking, talking, eating and laughing, you would certainly conclude that this person must be alive physically! 

Dead people simply do not do such things! 
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What are some of the signs of physical life?  

a. heart thumping and pulse  

b. bodily movement  

c. ________________________________  

d. ________________________________  

e. ________________________________  

If you found a body on a couch or lying on the floor, how could you tell whether the person were merely 

sleeping or actually dead? 

In the physical realm there is a great difference between those who are alive and those who are dead. This is 

also true in the spiritual realm. There is a great difference between those who are alive in Christ and those who 

are dead in _______ (Ephesians 2:5). The book of 1 John shows this difference very clearly. Please put the 

following verses in the right places (the first one is already done for you): 

1 John 2:9-11 
1 John 2:15 
1 John 2:22-23 

1 John 3:10 
1 John 3:14 
1 John 4:5-6 

1 John 4:7-8 
1 John 5:9-10 
1 John 5:12 

THOSE WHO ARE DEAD Verse(s) THOSE WHO ARE ALIVE 

Those who are still abiding in 
death 

1 John 3:14 Those who have passed from death 
unto life 

Those who do not know God ____________ Those who do know God  

Those who are children of the 
devil 

____________ Those who are children of God 

Those who are in darkness ____________ Those who are in light 

Those who love the world ____________ Those who love the Father 

Those who do not have the Son of 
God 

____________ Those who have the Son (they have 
received Him as their Saviour) 

Those who deny Christ ____________ Those who acknowledge or confess 
Christ 

Those who are of the world 
(belong to this world system) 

____________ Those who are of God (belong to God 
and are His children) 

Those who reject what God says 
about His Son and who because 
of their unbelief are really calling 
God a liar. 

____________  Those who receive the witness 
(testimony) of God and believe what 
God says about His Son 

If we truly have God’s life, then there should be certain signs in our life that clearly show that we have really 

been saved. Just as there are signs of physical life, so also there are signs of spiritual life.  If the living God is 

really in me (2 Cor. 13:5) and if He is really working in me (Philippians 2:13), then this will certainly make a 
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difference in my life! The book of 1 John shows us very clearly what some of these signs of life are (please 

MATCH): 

1. 
_______ 

Because I’m alive in Christ, I have a love for my 
brothers and sisters in Christ. 

A. 1 John 1:9 
 
B. 1 John 2:3-4  

C. 1 John 2:29; 3:7 
 
D. 1 John 3:6,8,9; 5:18 

E. 1 John 3:14; 4:7-8, 20 
 
F. 1 John 5:9-10 

2. 
_______ 

Because I’m alive in Christ, I want to keep God’s 
commandments and do what God says. 

3. 
_______ 

Because I am alive in Christ, I want to be in 
fellowship with the Lord. This means I must 
confess my sins whenever necessary. 

4. 
_______ 

Because I am alive in Christ,  I believe what God 
says and I receive His witness or testimony as 
being true. 

5. 
_______ 

Because I am alive in Christ, I want to live a 
righteous life--being right, acting right, speaking 
right, thinking right. 

 

6. 
_______  

Because I am alive in Christ, I do not keep on 
sinning and I do not continue to practice sin. I 
know that sin does not please my Saviour. 

 

Do you show forth these signs of life? Are you spiritually DEAD or ALIVE? If these signs are missing from 

your life, then you need to recognize that you have a serious spiritual problem.  Either you are very sick 

spiritually or you are spiritually dead.  A true believer can fall and fail in many ways.  He can backslide and be 

out of fellowship with the Lord.  But the loving Heavenly Father chastens those whom He loves, seeking to 

bring them back to Himself.  The blessed Holy Spirit convicts the heart of the sinning believer seeking to woo 

him and win him back to the Lord.  It is the joyful privilege of every sinning child of God to confess his sins to 

the Father and enjoy God's forgiveness (1 John 1:9).  But if there is no chastening (see Heb. 12:7-8), if there is 

no conviction (the believer should be miserable in his sin), if there is no confession (the person keeps going on 

in sin, not even seeming to care), then something is terribly amiss.  It could be that there is NO LIFE.  If this is 

the case, then the person needs to obey God’s commandment: "And this is His commandment, That we should 

_______________________ on the name of His ________, Jesus Christ" (1 John 3:23)! 

  

2 and 3 John--Whom To Receive and Whom Not To Receive 

The Apostle John also wrote the two very small letters of 2 John and 3 John. Both of these letters speak about 

receiving brethren.  In 2 John 10 we read, "R_________________ H________ N _________" and 3 John 8 

says: "We therefore ought to ___________________ such." There are some people we should receive and there 

are some people we should not receive.   If we receive the wrong person, we become a partaker of his 

E___________ D___________ (2 John 11). If we receive the right person, we become 

F______________________ to the truth (3 John 8)! 

What does this mean? In the days when John wrote these letters there were preachers and missionaries who 

would travel about, even as Paul traveled about on his three missionary journeys. As these men would go from 

city to city, they would need places to lodge and food to eat. The public inns and motels back then did not have 

a very good reputation, so these traveling ministers really depended upon the hospitality and kindness of 

believers so that their needs would be met.  
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Thus, when 2 John or 3 John speaks of "receiving" a person, it means supporting and sponsoring that person, 

giving them a bed to sleep in and a home to stay in and food to eat. As you read the book of Acts, you will see 

that there were people who helped Paul in this way (see for example, Acts 18:2-3,7). 

In 2 John the traveling preachers are described as unsaved false teachers who deceive people with their 

poisonous doctrine (see 2 John 7-11). Certainly it would not be wise to help and to support these people because 

they are enemies of the cause of Christ. 

The brethren described in 3 John are quite different. These were godly men who were worthy of support 

because their motive was right, their mission was right and their message was right: 

1) A right motive: "for His name’s sake they went forth" (3 John 7). They were concerned about God’s Name! 

They did not preach so that they could get rich! They did not have a money motive (verse 7 says that they took 

nothing from the unsaved Gentiles). They were concerned only for the glory of God. 

2) A right mission: Verse 7 of 3 John could be translated: "they went forth on behalf of His Name." In other 

words, these men went forth on Christ’s behalf--they represented Him. They were His witnesses (Acts 1:8). 

They were A________________________ for Christ (2 Corinthians 5:20). 

3) A right message: 3 John 8 tells us that when we support such men we become fellow helpers to the 

T____________. This tells us that these men must have been teaching the truth! Their message was right! They 

were preaching God’s Word of truth! 

These are the kind of missionaries that ought to be received (3 John 8), but there was one man who refused to 

receive them! His name was D__________________________ (3 John 9). He refused to receive these good 

brethren and he told others not to support them. He even threw out of the church any that did support them (3 

John 10). 

Diotrephes had a pride problem, even as many do today. He loved to have the P________________________ 

(3 John 9) or the first place. He loved to be the number one person! He wanted power and position, and he did 

not want to take second place to anyone, not even to the Lord! According to Colossians 1:18, who is the only 

one who is to have PREEMINENCE or first place? _____________________________ 

Today we need men like Gaius (3 John 1) and Demetrius (3 John 12) in the church, not men like Diotrephes. 

Gaius was a healthy believer. He could sing the hymn, "It is Well with my Soul!" and really mean the words! 

John prayed for him that he might prosper and be in health physically even as his soul was prospering (3 John 

2). 

If someone were to pray that prayer for you, would that be a blessing or a curse? Suppose you were as healthy 

physically as you are spiritually. Would you be in the hospital? Suppose your body were just as healthy as your 

soul. Would you be well or sick? Suppose you were to feed your body as well as you feed your soul. How 

healthy would you be? Would you eat more than once a week? 

There are many other lessons we can learn from 2 and 3 John, but let us go on to our fourth little book: 
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Jude--Contending For The Faith 

Jude was written by the brother of J__________ (Jude 1). We learned about James in Chapter 11. Was Jude 

(sometimes spelled "Juda" or "Judas") also the half-brother of Jesus (Mark 6:3)? ________ 

We learn why Jude wrote this book in verse 3. Jude was going to sit down and write a wonderful letter about 

God’s great S________________________, but God had something else in mind. Suddenly Jude realized that 

he must warn believers about the false teachers and encourage the believers to earnestly C_________________ 

for the faith (the body of truth which all Christians believe). This word "contend" in verse 3 means that 

believers are to fight for the faith! We are in a real battle, and as good Christian soldiers we must fight for the 

truth of God. 

False Doctrine 

In a school examination the teacher asked the following question:  "What is false teaching?"  Up 

went a little boy's hand, and there came this answer:  "It's when the doctor gives the wrong stuff 

to the people who are very sick." 

The analogy is a good one.  Just as wrong medicine can be fatal to the person who is physically 

sick, so false teaching can cause great harm to the souls of men.  The one thing we need more 

than anything else is the truth of God, as found in the Word of God (John 17:17).  It is so sad that 

in many churches today, error is being taught, often disguised as the truth.  Error is like poison! 

The Bible describes the problem in this way:  "Preach the word (the truth!); be instant in 

season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time 

will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap 

to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the 

truth, and shall be turned unto fables" (2 Timothy 4:2-4) 

What are some verses in Jude which describe the false teachers and the awful judgment that will come upon 

them? _______________________ What are some verses in Jude which encourage believers to be strong in the 

faith? _______________________ The book of Jude is very similar to 2 Peter chapter 2. Can you find some of 

these similarities? Jude’s letter was probably written after Peter wrote his second letter. 

Is there a need to fight for the faith today? Are there false teachers around today? Is it possible for false teachers 

to creep into the church? How should believers fight for the faith today? The early Christians lived and even 

died for the truth! Even today, God has no greater joy than that His children be walking in the T___________ (3 

John 4)! The letters that John and Jude wrote help us to do that. 
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CHAPTER 13 

Prophetic Masterpiece 
(The Book of Revelation) 

 We have already considered 26 of the New Testament books and we are now ready to study the last book of the 

Bible, the book of Revelation. In the Old Testament there are many prophetic books such as Daniel, Isaiah, 

Ezekiel, Zechariah, etc. The great prophetic masterpiece of the New Testament is the book of Revelation. 

On the night before He died on the cross, Jesus spoke to His disciples and told them that He had many things 

that He wanted to say to them, but they were not yet ready for this important information (John 16:12). Then in 

John 16:13 Jesus gave a promise: "when He, the Spirit of truth is come, He will guide you into all truth: for He 

shall not speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak: and He will show you 

T______________ T_____ C_________." 

The book of Revelation is about things to come (future things). Sometimes you will hear people say, "What is 

this world coming to?" or "What is going to take place in the future?" The last book in the Bible helps to answer 

these questions! 

The Author 

Who is the human author of this book (Revelation 1:4,9; 22:8)?____________ . What other New Testament 

books did he write?   [These books all bear his name.]   

_________________ 

_________________ 

_________________ 

_________________ 

In the previous chapter we learned that during the last years of his life John served the Lord in the city of 

Ephesus. Was John still in Ephesus when he wrote the book of Revelation (see Revelation 1:9)? ______ John 

was on the small island of P_______________ which is located in the Aegean Sea, not too far from Ephesus. 

Because of persecution John had been exiled to this island.  The reason he was sent there was not because he 

was some wicked criminal, but because he preached God's Word and was an excellent witness for Christ ("for 

the Word of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ"--Revelation 1:9). Those who love the Bible and who 

love the Christ of the Bible are sometimes called upon to suffer for their faith. 

The book of Revelation was written at the end of the first century, probably around 95 A.D., during the reign of 

Emperor Domitian who fiercely persecuted believers. This is the last book of the Bible to have been written. As 

John wrote down the final verses of this book (see Revelation 22:18-21), it was as if God were putting His final 

"period" at the end. A period means that a sentence has come to an end. A final period means that there are no 

more sentences! When John put down the final "AMEN" (Revelation 22:21) the Bible was completed! All 66 

books had now been finished! 

Today we have something that Abraham, Moses, David, Daniel, John the Baptist, Peter and Paul never had! We 

have a completed Bible! We must never add to or subtract from God's Word (Revelation 22:18-19)! Our job is 

to read it, understand it, believe it, obey it and live it! 
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God's Revelation 

In the King James Version, the title of this book is "The Revelation of St. John the Divine."  This is not really 

the correct title. John was merely the one whom God used to write this revelation down. The correct title is 

found in Revelation 1:1: "The R_________________ of Jesus Christ." We call this book "Revelation" because 

it is the REVELATION of Jesus Christ. 

What does the word "revelation" mean? The word "revelation" means an unveiling or an uncovering of 

something. For example, if someone were wearing a veil over the face, the veil must be uncovered or removed 

so that the face might be revealed! Otherwise you would never know what the person looks like! 

Very often when a great work of art is first put on display (a famous painting or sculpture) it is first covered up.  

Then, there is the unveiling ceremony when the work of art is revealed and seen for the first time. 

God has a masterpiece which He wants to reveal! God has a great purpose and plan for mankind which He 

wants to make known! In the book of Revelation God uncovers the future and shows us things to come. He 

reveals His purpose and program. He reveals the awful judgments that will come down upon unbelievers.  He 

reveals the eternal joys of the new heaven and new earth which will be shared by believers. Most of all, He 

reveals His blessed Son whose name is __________________________________________________ 

(Revelation 19:16). It is the revelation of Jesus Christ! 

A Book For Slaves! 

The first verse of this book (1:1) tells us that God wants to show this revelation unto His servants. This word 

"servants" actually means "slaves." This book is for slaves, and only they can really understand the book of 

Revelation. Are you a slave of Jesus Christ (see Jude 1:1)? Does He own you (1 Corinthians 6:19-20)? What a 

wonderful slavery it is to belong to such a Master and Lord! 

A slave is not free to do his own thing. A slave must listen to his master and must carry out his master's will. 

The book of Revelation is for those who are love-slaves of Jesus Christ. It is for those who can say, 

"S________________, LORD; for Thy S___________________ H___________________" (1 Samuel 3:9). 

Not only the book of Revelation, but all the Bible is really only for those who want to hear and to do what the 

Lord says! And when this book is read, a very special blessing is promised (see Revelation 1:3) to those who 

H____________ and K___________ (obey) the things that are written in this book! 
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The Grand Consummation 

A race is not consummated until the runner crosses the finish line. Only then can the runner say, "I've completed 

the race!" Without the book of Revelation, the Bible would be very incomplete, like a story without an ending. 

It is the great concluding and finishing book of the Bible.  

That which is begun in Genesis is finished in Revelation. Genesis tells us how everything began; Revelation 

tells us how everything will end. The following chart brings this out: 

Genesis   Revelation 

First Book Last Book 

Answers the question,  
Where did I come from? 
(man’s origin) 

Answers the question: 
Where am I going? 
(man’s destiny) 

Paradise lost (Genesis 3) Paradise regained  
(Revelation 21-22) 

The original heaven and earth 
(universe) (Genesis 1:1) 

The new heaven and earth 
(universe) (Revelation 21:1) 

Curse pronounced  
(Genesis 3:14,17) 

No more curse  
(Revelation 22:3) 

Death entered  
(Genesis 2:17; 3:19) 

No more death  
(Revelation 21:4) 

Sorrow (Genesis 3:17) No more sorrow (Revelation 21:4) 

"In the beginning" (Genesis 1:1) "Finished" (Revelation 10:7) 

Satan's Career 

Satan, who appears as a serpent in the first book of the Bible (Genesis 3), is a central character in the affairs of 

men.  In the last book of the Bible his final destiny is unfolded.  The downward falls of Satan are described in 

the book of Revelation: 

WARNING:  

Pride goeth before 
destruction, and a 
haughty spirit before a 
fall! 
 
Proverbs 16:18  
1Timothy 3:6 

1. A FALL TO THE EARTH (Revelation 12:9,12) 
This will take place in the middle of the tribulation. 
No longer will Satan have access to heaven as he 
did in Job chapters 1 and 2.  
   

2. A FALL TO THE ABYSS OR BOTTOMLESS PIT 
(Revelation 20:1-3) This takes place at the second 
coming of Christ. 
   

3. A FALL TO THE LAKE OF FIRE (Revelation 20:10). 
This takes place after the 1000 year kingdom.  
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Why Prophecy? 

Why has God taken the time to tell us about things to come? Why has He revealed to us things about the future? 

Is the book of Revelation given merely to satisfy man's curiosity about what lies ahead? 

God gives us information about the future so that we might know how to live in the present! A right and correct 

understanding of prophecy should help us to live today! 

The book of Revelation was originally sent to believers who lived in Asia Minor (notice the seven churches that 

John sent the book of Revelation to--Revelation 1:4). These believers were going through very difficult times. 

The Roman emperor Domitian was demanding that everyone bow down and worship him. The Christians who 

refused to do this were fiercely persecuted and many were put to death. Does the book of Revelation give any 

hope or encouragement to these people? 

The book of Revelation describes a time of persecution far greater than any of the Roman persecutions. If God 

can help believers who are living during the great time of tribulation, then He is the same God who could help 

the early Christians! The book of Revelation shows that even though things will get very difficult on this earth, 

in the end there is victory for those who belong to Christ! No matter how things look, God is in control, and 

those who are on God's side cannot lose! God is never a loser, and neither are those who put their trust in Him! 

  

Sign Language 

The book of Revelation is filled with symbols, and for this reason many find it very hard to understand. Many 

of these symbols are explained right in the book. For example, what are the seven stars and the seven 

candlesticks or lampstands (Revelation 1:12,16)? The answer is found in Revelation 1:20: 

____________________________________________________________________________ What are the 

"waters" mentioned in Revelation 17:1? The answer is given in Revelation 17:15! We do not need to guess 

about these things because God has told us what the symbols mean! 

Many of the symbols used are found in the Old Testament. To correctly understand the book of Revelation, we 

need to have a good understanding of the Old Testament, especially the book of Daniel. A person cannot 

understand the last book of the Bible apart from the other 65 books! God wants us to compare Scripture with 

Scripture. Here are just a few examples of how the Old Testament helps us to understand the book of 

Revelation: 

1)_____ Revelation 11:14--two olive trees A. Genesis 3:1,4,13-
15  

B. Genesis 37:9-10 

C. Isaiah 65:17  

D. Zechariah 4:3 

2)_____ Revelation 12:1--twelve stars 

3)_____ Revelation 12:9--the serpent 

4)_____ Revelation 21:1--new heavens and new earth 

The Bible often explains itself! 
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The Worldwide Plagues 

Our world has rejected God, rejected Christ, rejected the Bible and rejected truth.  Because of this, our world is 

headed for judgment.  The Lord Jesus spoke of a future day of trouble which would be the most difficult period 

in all of human history:  "For then shall be great _______________________ (trouble), such as was not since 

the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be."   One of the reasons this will be such a difficult 

time on earth is because men will face plagues and judgments sent from God. 

The book of Revelation describes three series of judgments:  1)  The Seven Seal Judgments (Revelation chapter 

6), 2) The Seven Trumpet Judgments (Revelation chapters 8-9),  3) The Seven Vial or Bowl Judgments 

(Revelation chapters 15-16).   

In the book of Exodus we learn about ten plagues or judgments that fell upon the land of Egypt.  In the first 

plague, all the waters (including the waters of the Nile River) were turned to __________________ (Exodus 

7:20).  The second plague involved an invasion of frogs as described in Exodus chapter 8: 

 1: And the LORD spake unto Moses, Go unto Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Let 

my people go, that they may serve me. 

 

2: And if thou refuse to let them go, behold, I will smite all thy borders with frogs: 

 

3: And the river shall bring forth frogs abundantly, which shall go up and come into thine house, and 

into thy bedchamber, and upon thy bed, and into the house of thy servants, and upon thy people, and 

into thine ovens, and into thy kneadingtroughs: 

 

4: And the frogs shall come up both on thee, and upon thy people, and upon all thy servants. 

 

5: And the LORD spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch forth thine hand with thy rod over the 

streams, over the rivers, and over the ponds, and cause frogs to come up upon the land of Egypt. 

 

[Illustration from Bible Visuals, Exodus Part 2] 
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This plague of frogs happened exactly as the Bible describes it.   The Egyptians were plagued by frogs in 

enormous numbers, to the point where these amphibians were found in their bedrooms, in their ovens, etc.  Why 

do we believe this?   Because the text of the Bible says so!  The text of Scripture is very clear about this plague 

and we take these statements literally.  This plague really happened, just as described in the book of Exodus. 

There were eight other plagues that happened in Egypt as described in Exodus 8-10.  The last Egyptian plague 

was the killing of every firstborn son, including Pharaoh's son (Exodus 12:29-30).  This final plague convinced 

Pharaoh to let the people of Israel go away from his land. 

Let us compare the plagues of Egypt with the plagues described in Revelation: 

The Plagues  

of Egypt 

The Plagues  

During the Tribulation 

Ten Plagues Twenty-one Plagues  (Seven Seals, 
Seven Trumpets, Seven Vials or Bowls) 

Described in Exodus Described in Revelation 

Area Covered:  the land of Egypt Area Covered:  the entire world 

They happened just as described 
(history). 

They will happen just as described 
(prophecy). 

Judgment upon a stubborn ruler who 

refused to obey God. 

Judgment upon an entire world who 

refused to believe and honor the living 
God. 

The spectacular nature of the plagues described in Revelation can be seen by considering four of the plagues: 

1.  The Fourth Seal Plague (Revelation 6:8): "And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on 

him was Death, and Hell followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, 

to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth."   This passage indicates 

that one-fourth of the world's population will die. 

2.  The Sixth Trumpet Plague (Revelation: 9:18):  "By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, 

and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out of their mouths."  See also verse 15.  This passage 

indicates that one-third of the world's population will die. 

The implications from the Fourth Seal Plague and the Sixth Trumpet Plague are astounding when compared 

together.  If one fourth of the world's population will die, and later one third will die, this means that the 

original population of the world will be reduced by one half, just by these two plagues alone! 

This can be illustrated as follows: 

Suppose you have an original population of eight blocks: 
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Reduce this population by one-fourth and six blocks will remain: 

            

Reduce this population by one-third and four blocks will remain: 

        

Therefore, your final population (four blocks) is only half of what you started with.  The study of just these two 

terrible plagues helps us to understand why the Lord Jesus described the great tribulation as the most difficult 

time the earth will ever experience (Matthew 24:21).   

3. The Second Trumpet Plague (Revelation 8): 

8: And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain burning with fire was 

cast into the sea: and the third part of the sea became blood; 

9: And the third part of the creatures which were in the sea, and had life, died; and the 

third part of the ships were destroyed. 

Based on God's Word, we believe that one-third of the sea will become blood, one-third of the sea-creatures will 

die and one-third of the ships will be destroyed.  We believe this because the text says so.  A normal reading of 

this text leads to no other conclusion.  We accept the text of the Bible at face value. 

4.  The Fourth Bowl Plague (Revelation 16): 

8: And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and power was given unto him 

to scorch men with fire. 

9: And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath 

power over these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory. 

Here we have a horrifying description of global warming.  This worldwide warming will not be caused by man, 

and will not be caused by carbon emissions.  This plague will come from the hand of God. This plague will take 

place exactly as described, because we take the text of Scripture at face value.  We take God at His Word. 

There are many people, even those who claim to believe the Bible, who do not believe that the plagues 

described in the book of Revelation will be literally fulfilled.  For example, preterists [those who believe that 

most prophecies have already been fulfilled] believe and teach that these plagues have already been fulfilled in 

or around 70 A.D.  They believe that the great tribulation has already taken place!  Of course, we know that 

these plagues have not been literally fulfilled in 70 A.D. or at any other time in past history.  We know that 

there has never been a time when one-third of the sea became blood, one-third of the sea creatures died and one-

third of the ships were destroyed.  Since this has never happened, and since God cannot lie, then there must be a 

future fulfillment.  Dispensationalists [those who seek to consistently interpret the Bible literally, to understand 

Scripture in its normal sense] believe that these judgments will take place in the coming tribulation period, a 

time which Jesus said will be the greatest time of trouble the world has ever known (Matt. 24:21). 

Why is it that non-dispensationalists understand the plagues of Egypt literally, as having happened exactly as 

described, and yet they deny that the plagues described in Revelation will ever be fulfilled literally?  Their 

position is very inconsistent. 
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An Open Scroll 

The book of Daniel is the "Revelation of the Old Testament," the great prophetic book of the Old Testament. 

Many of its prophecies deal with the tribulation period and the second coming of Christ. Revelation speaks of 

these same subjects. 

According to Daniel 12:9, the scroll which contained the book of Daniel was C____________ up and 

S_____________! The people in Daniel's day could not fully understand Daniel's prophecies because they 

would not be fulfilled until the distant future. The scroll was closed up and sealed until the time of the 

________ (Daniel 12:9)! 

Is the same thing true about the book of Revelation? Is the book of Revelation a closed scroll? Are the things 

described in the book of Revelation going to happen in the distant future or are they going to begin happening 

shortly (compare Revelation 1:1)?  _________________________ 

Read Revelation 22:10. Was John to seal the book or keep it open? 

___________________________________   Why? "For the time is _____    __________" (Revelation 22:10). 

Today the books of Daniel and Revelation are open books and books that should be understood by believers. 

The Lord Jesus Christ Himself said, "whosoever R___________________ (the book of Daniel), let him 

U____________________" (Matthew 24:15). 

  

God's Outline of the Book 

God has given us His own outline for the book of Revelation. It is found in Revelation 1:19 and it is made up of 

three parts: 

JOHN WAS TO WRITE DOWN THREE THINGS:  

1. "The things WHICH THOU HAS SEEN" 
John's vision is described in Revelation 1.  

2. "The things WHICH ARE"  
This refers to the seven churches of Asia which were existing in John's day. These churches are 

described in chapters 2 and 3 of Revelation.  

3. "The things WHICH SHALL BE HEREAFER" 
This refers to the future events which are described in the book of Revelation, chapters 4-22 including 

the following:  

1. The time of tribulation--Revelation 4-19  

2. The second coming of Christ-Revelation 19  

3. The 1000 year kingdom-Revelation 20  

4. The new heaven and earth-Revelation 21-22  

The following chart will help you to see at a glance the contents of the book of Revelation: 
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The Book of Revelation--A Prophetic Masterpiece 

  Here are the key events that we can expect in the future: 

 

The numbers above correspond to the numbers below: 

1. THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT and the birth of the Church on the Day of 
Pentecost (Acts 2) 
   

2. THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH (Revelation 3:10; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; John 
14:1-3) when He meets His believers in the air. 
   

3. THE TIME OF TRIBULATION and trouble, the last 3½ years being known as the Great 
Tribulation (Matthew 24:21). 
   

4. THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST as King of Kings and Lord of Lords (Revelation 
19) when Christ returns to the earth to judge the world and to rule as King. 
   

5. THE MILLENNIUM KINGDOM when Chris rules on earth for 1000 years (Revelation 
20:1-6) 
   

6. THE FINAL REBELLION and THE FINAL JUDGMENT (Revelation 20:7-15) 
   

7. THE ETERNAL STATE (Revelation 21-22)  

 


