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CHAPTER 1 

The Old Testament Books 

The Bible is a whole library bound up in one volume. The word "BIBLE" means "BOOKS," and altogether 

there are 66 books in the Bible: 

THE OLD TESTAMENT 

(Genesis to Malachi) 

39 BOOKS 

THE NEW TESTAMENT 

(Matthew to Revelation) 

27 BOOKS 

Total 66 BOOKS  

IN THE BIBLE 

This set of lessons introduces the 39 books that are found in the Old Testament. 

The Four Groups of Old Testament Books 

All of the 39 Old Testament books can be put into four groups: 

GROUP 1 

The Books of Moses (the Books of the Law) 

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy 

  

GROUP 2 

The Historical Books 
(The History of God's People Israel) 

Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, 1 and 2 Chronicles,  
Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther 
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GROUP 3 

The Poetical Books 

Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon  

  

GROUP 4 

The Prophets 

The Major Prophets (the Longer Books) 

Isaiah, Jeremiah, (Lamentations), Ezekiel, Daniel 

The Minor Prophets (the Shorter Books) 

Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah,  
Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi 

Learning the names of the 39 Old Testament books so you can say them and write them in their correct order 

would be a very helpful project.  Then, when your Pastor tells you to turn to the book of Daniel, you would 

know that this book is located after the book of _____________ and before the book of 

_________________________. 

Who Wrote These Books? 

The Bible, God’s Word, was written by many different men. Moses wrote the first five books of the Bible. 

Other men wrote the remaining books. The Bible writers lived at different times. Malachi wrote his book about 

1000 years after Moses wrote his books. The Bible writers were men who had different occupations. David and 

Amos were shepherds. Joshua was a soldier. Solomon and David were kings. Samuel (who may have written 

Judges and Ruth) was a priest. Ezra was a scribe (Bible teacher). Daniel was an important government official. 

God used all of these different men in a very special way. 

Even though the Bible was written by men, we must never forget that it was also written by God. We learn in 2 

Peter 1:21 that "holy _______ of God (such as Moses, David, Isaiah and Daniel) spake (spoke) as they were 

moved by the _________________   _________________." God moved these men in a very special way so that 

what they wrote was exactly what God wanted them to write. God made sure that these men did not write down 

anything that was false or incorrect. We must never forget that the Bible is God's Word. Even though He used 

many men to write the Bible, God is the one true Author. 
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Most of the Bible is Made Up of the Old Testament 

  

The Old Testament has 39 Books; the New 

Testament only has 27. 

There are 929 chapters in the Old Testament; the 

New Testament only has 260 chapters. 

The Old Testament makes up about three-fourths 

of the Bible, and the New Testament makes up 

about one-fourth of the Bible. 

To see how big the Old Testament is compared with the New Testament, try this experiment. Take your Bible 

and with one hand hold together all the Old Testament books (from Genesis to Malachi). With the other hand 

hold together all the New Testament books (from Matthew to Revelation). Then compare how many pages each 

hand is holding. 

Some Dates To Remember 

The events that we read about on the pages of the Old Testament happened before Christ was born in 

Bethlehem. If we say that Solomon became king in 971 B.C. this means that he became king 971 years 

BEFORE CHRIST was born in Bethlehem. Here are four dates that might be helpful to remember: 

1. Abraham lived about 2000 B.C.  

2. Moses lived about 1500 B.C.  

3. David lived about 1000 B.C.  

4. The Jewish temple which Solomon built was destroyed by 

the Babylonians about 500 B.C. (the exact date was 586 B.C.)  

His Story 

The Bible is God’s HISTORY book. It tells us all about the history of the world from the very beginning 

(Genesis 1:1) to the very end (Revelation 21-22). 

As we read the Bible we learn that HISTORY is really HIS STORY. History is God’s story! Many people do 

not really understand history because they leave God out and somehow they think that God had nothing to do 

with history. As we read the Bible we discover that God has everything to do with history. God has a wonderful 

plan which He is working out through the centuries. In the Bible we clearly see God working out His plan as He 

tells us HIS STORY! 
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What is His Story about? 

His Story is About One Nation 

Most of the Old Testament is about one nation, the nation Israel. This nation began with Abraham, whom we 

first learn about in Genesis chapter 12. This means that from Genesis chapter 12 all the way through the Old 

Testament to the book of Malachi, the Old Testament tells the story of this one nation. All of the Old Testament 

is about the nation Israel (except the first 11 chapters of Genesis)! 

His Story is About the Saviour 

The Old Testament is a Christ-centered book. Even though the Old Testament was written before Christ was 

born in Bethlehem, it has much to say about the Saviour. 

In Luke 24:27 we learn that the Old Testament has much to say about Jesus Christ: "And beginning at Moses 

and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in _______ the Scriptures (in all of the Old Testament) the things 

concerning _________________." The Old Testament concerns Jesus Christ. It is all about Him! Luke 24:44-45 

and John 5:39 also teach this same truth. 

Christ can be found in every book in the Old Testament. One writer has put it this way: 

 In Genesis He is the Seed of the woman (3:15).  

 In Exodus He is the Lamb of God for sinners slain (see chapter 12).  

 In Leviticus He is our High Priest (the whole book).  

 In Numbers He is the Star out of Jacob (24:17).  

 In Deuteronomy He is the Prophet like unto Moses (18:15).  

 In Joshua He is the Captain of the Lord’s armies (5:13-15).  

 In Judges He is the Angel of the LORD or the messenger of Jehovah (chapter 13).  

 In Ruth He is our Kinsman-Redeemer (Chapter 3).  

 In Samuel, Kings and Chronicles He is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords (1 Samuel 8:1-9).  

 In Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther He is the sovereign Lord over all the kingdoms of the earth (entire 

books).  

 In Job He is our risen and returning Redeemer (Job 19:25).  

 In Psalms He is the Blessed Man (Psalm 1), the Son of Man (Psalm 2), the Crucified One (Psalm 22), 

the Coming One (Psalm 24), the Reigning One (Psalm 72).  

 In Proverbs He is our Wisdom (chapter 14).  

 In Ecclesiastes He is the forgotten Wise Man (9:14-15).  

 In Song of Solomon He is my Beloved (2:16).  

 In Isaiah He is our suffering Substitute (chapter 53).  

 In Jeremiah He is the LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS (23:6).  

 In Lamentations He is the Man of sorrows who weeps for His people (l:12-18).  

 In Ezekiel He is the glory of God (1:28).  

 In Daniel He is the Smiting Stone (2:34) and the Companion in the furnace of fire and the den of lions 

(3:24-25; 6:22).  

 In Hosea He is David’s Greater King (3:5).  

 In Joel He is the Hope of His people (3:16).  

 In Amos He is the Rescuer of Israel (3:12).  

 In Obadiah He is the Deliverer upon Mount Zion (verse 17).  

 In Jonah He is the buried and risen Saviour (compare Matthew 12:40).  

 In Micah He is the Everlasting God born in Bethlehem (5:2).  
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 In Nahum He is our Stronghold in the day of wrath (1:7).  

 In Habakkuk He is the Anchor of our faith (2:4).  

 In Zephaniah He is in the midst for judgment and cleansing (3:5,15).  

 In Haggai He is Lord of presence and power (1:13).  

 In Zechariah He is the smitten Shepherd (13:7).  

 In Malachi He is the Sun of Righteousness (4:2).  

Seeing (C-ing) Bible History (Old Testament) 

It might help us to remember some of the important events in Old Testament history by remembering these 

words which all begin with the letter "C": 

CREATION Genesis 

God created the universe and placed man on planet earth but man disobeyed His 
Creator and fell into sin.  

CAPTAIN NOAH Genesis 

God judged sinful men by sending a worldwide flood. Only Noah and his family 
were spared in this terrible judgment.  

CONFUSION Genesis 

God scattered sinful men at the tower of Babel by confusing them with different 
languages. As the people scattered and spread out on the earth they formed the 
different nations.  

CALL OF ABRAHAM Genesis 

God called Abraham to leave his family and his country, and to come to the 
promised land. Abraham was the father of the Jewish nation Israel.  

CARRYING BURDENS Exodus 

In the days of Joseph the children of Israel went down into Egypt. Later they 
became slaves in this country for about 400 years. But finally God delivered them 
and brought them out of Egypt through the Red Sea.  

CAMP Exodus through Deuteronomy 

For forty years the children of Israel wandered and camped in the desert 
wilderness. It was during this time that the Ten Commandments were given and 
the tabernacle was built.  

CONQUEST Joshua 

Under Joshua’s leadership the children of Israel entered the promised land, 
conquered it and settled in it.  
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CORRUPTION Judges 

Once they were settled in the promised land the children of Israel began to turn 
their hearts away from the Lord.  They "did what was right in their own eyes." This 
was the period of the judges.  

CROWN Samuel, Kings, Chronicles 

After the period of the judges came the period of the kings. Saul, David and 
Solomon were the first kings of Israel. After Solomon the kingdom was divided 
into two parts: 1) the northern kingdom of Israel with its capital in Samaria; 2) the 
southern kingdom of Judah with its capital in Jerusalem. The northern kingdom 
and the southern kingdom each had their own king.  

CAPTIVITY 2 Kings, 2 Chronicles 

God judged the northern kingdom of Israel first by sending the Assyrians. The 
Assyrians conquered the kingdom of Israel and carried the people away as 
captives. Later God judged the southern kingdom of Judah by sending the 
Babylonians under King Nebuchadnezzar. The kingdom of Judah was conquered 
and the people were led away to Babylon as captives.  

CONSTRUCTION Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther 

Seventy years after the Babylonian captivity, God was gracious to the nation of 
Israel and He allowed a small group of Jews (about 50,000) to return to the land. 
At this time they constructed or built the temple of God which the Babylonians 
had destroyed (see Ezra). Later they built the walls of the city of Jerusalem (see 
Nehemiah).  Soon after these events, Old Testament history came to an end. In 
approximately 400 years Christ would be born in the city of Bethlehem.  

[Please note, the above memory aid using the letter "C" is not original with us. It was 

taken from the very helpful book entitled  Bible History Visualized—C-ing Bible History 

by Ray E. Baughman.] 

 

  

In the chapters which will follow we will take a closer look at all 39 Books of the Old Testament. As we 

consider each book we want to be asking questions like these:  

1. What is the name of this book and why was it given this name?  

2. What is the book about?  

3. Is there a key verse in this book?  

4. What should I remember when I think about this book?  

5. How does this book connect with the other books in the Bible?  

6. How can the message of this book change my life?  

May God help us as we find the answers to these questions! 
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CHAPTER 2 

Genesis And Exodus 

Genesis — The Book of Beginnings 

  

The First Book in the Bible 

What is the name of the very first book in the Bible? __________________ What does this name mean? The 

word Genesis comes from a Greek verb which means "to be born" or "to give birth." Thus this word refers to 

the origin, the coming into being of, or the beginning of something. (Note: The word GENESIS also is related 

to the word "generations" which we find throughout the book of Genesis--see Genesis 2:4; 5:1; 10:1; 11:10; 

11:27; 25:12; etc.) 

How did everything come into being? How did everything get started? How did everything originate? How did 

everything begin? The book of Genesis answers these questions. The book of Genesis is the book of 

beginnings. 

Key Verse 

How can we remember that Genesis is the book of beginnings? All we need to do is remember the very first 

verse found in Genesis 1:1: "In the ________________________ God created the heaven and the earth." In the 

very beginning GOD was already there! The Bible begins with God! 

Who is This God? 

The Bible begins with GOD and the first book of the Bible tells us who this God is!  Consider the following 

outline: 

He is the GOD OF CREATION (Genesis 1-2)! 

He is the GOD OF SALVATION (Genesis 3:15,21)! 

He is the GOD OF JUDGMENT (Genesis 6-8)! 

He is the GOD OF THE NATIONS (Genesis 9-11)! 

He is the GOD OF ISRAEL (Genesis 12-50)! 

We also learn about God from the names He is called in Genesis. He is the ____________    ____________ 

God (Genesis 14:18). There is no one who is greater or higher than He! He is the _________________ God 

(Genesis 17:1). Is anything too hard for the Lord (see Genesis 18:14)? ______ He is the 

_________________________________ God (see Genesis 21:33) who has no beginning and no end. In the 

very first book of the Bible God introduces us to Himself! 

Who Wrote the Book of Genesis? 

The book of Genesis is God’s Word. What man did God use to write this part of His Word? The first five books 

of the Bible were all written by Moses. These five books are called "the books of Moses,"  "the law," or  "the 

Pentateuch (penta means "five" and Pentateuch means "five volumes" or "fivefold book"). Jesus referred to the 

books that Moses wrote in John 5:46 and Luke 24:27,44. 
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The Book of Beginnings 

Why should people get married? Why do people die? Why are there so many languages in the world today? 

Where did all the nations and races of people come from? No one can answer these questions in the right way 

unless they understand the book of Genesis. Please MATCH the following subjects with the correct verse(s): 

1._________ The beginning of the Universe  
(the heavens and the earth). 

A. Genesis 1:1 

2._________ The beginning of man B. Genesis 2:7 

3._________ The beginning of woman C. Genesis 2:17; 3:19; 5:5 

4._________ The beginning of marriage D. Genesis 2:18-23 

5._________ The beginning of children E. Genesis 2:23-24 

6._________ The beginning of sin F. Genesis 3:6 

7._________ The beginning of death G. Genesis 3:21; 4:4; 8:20 

8._________ The beginning of animal sacrifices H. Genesis 4:1-2 

9._________ The beginning of murder I. Genesis 4:17 

10._________ The beginning of cities J. Genesis 10:5; 20,31,32 

11._________ The beginning of nations K. Genesis 11:1-9 

12._________ The beginning of languages L. Genesis 12:1-3 

13._________ The beginning of the great nation Israel M. Genesis 4:8 

The First and the Last 

A good story must have a beginning and an ending. Suppose you find a story book with the first ten pages 

missing. It would be hard to understand this story without knowing how it all started! Without the book of 

Genesis the Bible would be very incomplete and would have no beginning. The book of Genesis provides the 

foundation for every other book in the Bible, and without Genesis it would be very difficult to understand all the 

other books. 

The Bible starts with Genesis and it ends with Revelation. That which begins in Genesis is finished in 

Revelation. Genesis tells us how everything began; Revelation tells us how everything will end. Genesis is the 

foundation upon which the other books stand; Revelation is the roof which finishes the building.  
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The following chart brings this out: 

GENESIS REVELATION 

First Book Last Book 

Answers the question, 
WHERE DID I COME FROM? 
(man’s origin) 

Answers the question, 
WHERE AM I GOING? 
(man’s destiny) 

Paradise lost (Genesis 3) Paradise Regained (Revelation chapters 21-22) 

The original heaven and earth (UNIVERSE) 
(Genesis 1:1) 

The new heaven and new earth (UNIVERSE) 
(Revelation 21:1) 

Curse pronounced (Genesis 3:14,17) No more curse (Revelation 22:3) 

Death entered (Genesis 2:17; 3:19) No more death (Revelation 21:4) 

Man kept from the tree of life (Genesis 3:24) Man given a right to the tree of life 
(Revelation 22:14) 

Sorrow (Genesis 3:17) No more sorrow (Revelation 21:4) 

"In the beginning" (Genesis 1:1) "Finished" (Revelation 10:7) 

Great Events 

The book of Genesis tells us about many great and important events which have happened in the history of our 

world. Complete the following list by writing down what chapter in the book of Genesis tells about each event. 

Choose from the following chapters:   Genesis 1, Genesis 3, Genesis 4, Genesis 6-8, Genesis 11, Genesis 12. 

What Chapter(s) in Genesis? The Great Event 

_______________ The flood that destroyed the world 

_______________ The tower of Babel 

_______________ The first murder 

_______________ The fall of man into sin 

_______________ The six days of Creation 

_______________ God calls Abram and tells him to get out of his 
country 
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Which Came First? 

Only the book of Genesis can answer difficult questions about origins. Only Genesis can tell us how life began 

and when life began. Science does not have these kinds of answers, but God does. Let’s go to the very first 

chapter in the Bible and see how it answers many of our questions: 

According to what God has said in Genesis chapter one:  

1. Which came first, the sun or the earth? ________________________________  

2. Which came first, the sun or the moon? ________________________________  

3. Which came first, plants or animals? ________________________________  

4. Which came first, life in the ocean or life on the land? ___________________________  

5. Which came first, reptiles (creeping things) or birds? ___________________________  

6. Which came first, the sun or plants? ________________________________  

7. Which came first, the chicken or the egg? ________________________________  

(Did God first create a chicken or did God first create an egg?)  

The Seed Plot of the Bible 

The book of Genesis is like the seed plot of the Bible. The seeds are planted in the book of Genesis and then in 

the other books of the Bible these "seeds" grow into big plants and trees. In the other books we can learn about 

these plants and trees (such as sin, Satan, the nation Israel, the promise of the Saviour), but we should never 

forget that the seeds of those plants and trees are found in the book of Genesis. In the other books we watch 

them grow, but in Genesis we see them planted! 

The Families of the Earth 

The book of Genesis tells us about the families of the earth. First we learn about Adam’s family and how 

wicked they became. God finally sent the great flood. Then we learn about Noah’s family. Noah had three sons 

and out of these three sons came all the nations of the world (Genesis 9:19; 10:32). Finally in chapter 12 and in 

the following chapters we learn about the family of Abraham. The great nation of Israel came out of Abraham 

(Genesis 12:2). 

The Promised Saviour 

The first promise of a Saviour is found in Genesis 3:15. This verse is saying that the Saviour (Messiah) will 

come from the seed of the woman (Eve) and He will defeat the serpent who is Satan. In the book of Genesis we 

can begin to see the line of the Saviour, that is, those people who were the ancestors of Christ the Messiah. In 

Luke 3:33-38 we see that Christ’s ancestors were Seth, Noah, Shem (Sem), Terah (Thara), Abraham, Isaac, 

Jacob, and Judah. We read about these people in the book of Genesis. 

An Up-To-Date Book 

Where did I come from? Did I evolve from ape-like animals? Was I created by an Almighty God? The book of 

Genesis answers these important questions. Those people who do not know where they have come from usually 

do not know why they are here or where they are going! Life has no meaning for them. The book of Genesis 

helps us to see true meaning in the world around us. Those who ignore the book of Genesis are in the dark about 

the world they live in and where they have come from. 
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As you think about the world you live in, try doing this: Think about each of the following concepts and tell 

how the book of Genesis helps you to understand each of these things: 

weddings wars  jails 

cemeteries  the nation Israel missionaries 

Christmas policemen French or Spanish classes 

funeral home bank robberies United Nations 

stamp collections disobedient children New York City 

My Beginning 

Genesis is the book of Beginnings. What about my beginning? When I think about my physical life I realize that 

God created me! I’m no accident! God created Adam and Eve long ago and even then God had me in mind. God 

knew that someday I would be born. This was all in God’s perfect plan! 

I’ve been created by an all-wise and powerful God and I was born (how many?) ______ years ago. What about 

my spiritual life? Have I been born again (John 3:1-7)? _____ Am I a new creature in Christ (2 Corinthians 

5:17)? _____ Have I been saved by grace (Ephesians 2:8-9)? _______ Have I been created in Christ Jesus 

(Eph.2:10)? ______ A person can look back to the time when he received Christ as His Saviour and say, "This 

was my spiritual beginning! God made me a new creature in Christ! The God who created the heavens and the 

earth is the God who saved my soul! Because of what God has done I have eternal life right now!" 

  

Exodus — The Book of Israel's Departure From Egypt 

 

The Second Book of Moses 

What does the word Exodus mean? When you are in a public building, you will see signs which say EXIT. What 

do these signs mean? _______________________  The word Exodus means the same thing: the way out, a 

going out, exit, departure. When we think of the word Exodus we should think of the time when God brought 

His people Israel out of slavery. 

The Greek word Exodus is found in Hebrews 11:22: "By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention of the 

_______________________ (this English word is translated from the Greek word Exodus) of the children of 

Israel." In the days of Joseph the children of Israel were in Egypt, but Joseph knew that someday God would 

bring them out and they would depart from that land of slavery! This is what the book of Exodus is all about: 

"In the third month, when the children of Israel were _____________    _________________ (EXODUS) out of 

the land of Egypt" (Exodus 19:1). God delivered his people from slavery and brought them out of Egypt. This 

happened in the days of Moses and we read about this in the book of Exodus. 
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What is the Book of Exodus All About? 

In the book of Exodus we learn about five great events. Let us consider each of these events briefly. 

1) The Nation Grows. 

When the children of Israel first came down to Egypt in the days of Joseph, how many souls (people) were there 

(Exodus 1:5)? ______________ This was not a very large nation! But long ago God had promised Abraham 

that He would multiply this nation and make its people like the sand of the seashore and the stars of the heaven 

(Genesis 22:17). Did God keep this promise (Exodus 1:7)?_________ The children of Israel became so 

numerous that the Egyptians became afraid (see Exodus 1:9-10). The king of Egypt tried everything he could 

think of to stop this nation from growing and multiplying, but did he succeed (Exodus 1:12,16-17)? _____ 

2) God Sends Plagues. 

Finally in the days of Moses it was time for the children of Israel to leave the land of Egypt, but Pharaoh the 

king would not let them go. At this time God sent plague after plague upon the land of Egypt (frogs, water 

turned to blood, lice, flies, boils, hail, etc.). We can read about these plagues in Exodus chapters 7-12. 

3) Israel is Delivered From Slavery. 

The last plague God sent was the worst of all. Every firstborn son in every Egyptian family died. After this 

happened Pharaoh decided to let the children of Israel go. Later Pharaoh changed his mind and chased after the 

children of Israel with his armies. Miraculously God brought His people through the Red Sea and God buried 

the Egyptians under the Red Sea. We read about this exciting deliverance in Exodus chapters 12-15. 

4) The Law is Given. 

After crossing the Red Sea the children of Israel found themselves in the desert wilderness. There, at Mt. Sinai, 

God gave the children of Israel His law and His commandments. We read about the giving of the law in Exodus 

chapters 19-23. 

5) The Tabernacle is Built. 

Exodus chapter 25 and the chapters which follow are all about the building of the tabernacle. God wanted to 

dwell in the midst of His people and therefore He told Moses to build the tabernacle. The tabernacle was a large 

tent and in the book of Exodus we learn about this tent and about the articles of furniture which were in this 

tent. The children of Israel did not have a Bible like we do today. But they did have the tabernacle, and this 

special tent helped them to understand certain things about the Lord Jesus Christ and what He would do for 

them. They could not read the Bible, but they could look at the tabernacle and learn much about God and how 

to come to God. 

The Key Chapter 

The key chapter in the book of Exodus is chapter 20. It is in this chapter that we find the Ten Commandments. 

Can you find all ten of them? 
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In this same chapter we also find the key verse in the book of Exodus. Look at Exodus 20:2: "I am the LORD 

thy God which have _____________________ thee _____________ of the land of Egypt, __________ of the 

house of ________________ (slavery)." 

The key idea in the book of Exodus is deliverance. God delivered His people out of Egypt and out of slavery. 

Long ago God told Abraham that the children of Israel would be slaves in another country for ___________ 

years (see Genesis 15:13). But after these years shall they COME ___________ (Genesis 15:14). God would 

deliver them and bring them out of this slavery! 

Has God Delivered You? 

Has God delivered you out of anything? Has God brought you out of anything? Have you ever been a slave 

(John 8:34)? If you are saved, what has God rescued and delivered you from? What has God brought you out 

of?  

1. Acts 26:18__________________________________________________________________________  

2. John 5:24___________________________________________________________________________  

3. Colossians 1:13______________________________________________________________________  

4. Psalm 40:2__________________________________________________________________________  

5. 1 Peter 2:9__________________________________________________________________________  

Has the Great Deliverer delivered you? Has the Great Saviour saved you? 
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CHAPTER 3 

Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy 

 In this chapter we want to study the last three books of Moses, beginning with Leviticus. 

Leviticus — How to Worship a Holy God 

 

Leviticus is a book of worship. It tells the children of Israel how to get right with God and how to stay right 

with God. How can sinful people worship a holy God? This question is answered in the book of Leviticus. 

Why is the Book Called Leviticus? 

When you think of the name Leviticus, think of the first four letters: ____   ____   ____   ____.  This book has 

much to say about the sons of Levi. Levi was one of the twelve sons of Jacob (see Exodus 1:1-2). The sons 

(descendants) of Levi are called "Levites" (Luke 10:32). Was Moses a descendant of Levi (Exodus 2:1-3,10)?  

______ 

Aaron, the brother of Moses, was also a descendant of Levi. God took Aaron and did something special to him. 

God made him His priest (Exodus 28:1). Also, all of the sons of Aaron (all of the male descendants) became 

priests. No one could be a priest except those men who were from the family of Aaron. 

THE SONS OF LEVI are the Levites. 

THE SONS OF AARON are the Priests. 

The book of Leviticus has much to say about the "sons of Aaron" (the priests). Can you find verses that mention 

the "sons of Aaron" in Leviticus chapter 1? _________________________ The book of Leviticus is God’s 

instruction book for the priests. When it came to worship, the Levites and the Priests were the leaders of the 

people, and in this book God tells them the things they need to know. 

The Key Word 

The key word in Leviticus is the word "HOLY," which is found over 80 times in this book. For example, how 

many times do you find the word HOLY in Leviticus chapter 21? ____________ 

We also find the words "SIN" and "UNCLEANNESS" many, many times in this book of Leviticus. Man is 

sinful and unclean. God is holy and pure and sinless. How can sinful man come to a holy God? How can an 

unclean, filthy man worship a God who is spotless and pure and clean? 
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MAN  

Unholy 
Impure 
Sinful 
Unclean 
Filthy 

   

B 
A 
R 
R 
I 
E 
R 

GOD 

Holy 
Pure 
Sinless 
Clean 
Spotless 

Isaiah 59:2 — Your iniquities have separated between you and your God. 

  

The Way To God 

There is only one way that sinful man can come to a holy God. He must come to God by way of sacrifice! The 

book of Leviticus has much to say about animal sacrifices. All of these sacrifices were pictures of what Christ 

would someday do on the cross for all men. We can read about these sacrifices in the first few chapters of 

Leviticus. These animal sacrifices carried an important message:  

1)  Blood must be shed.  
Jesus Christ shed His blood for us (Hebrews 9:22).  

   

2)  An innocent substitute must die. Instead of the sinner dying, an innocent animal must be killed.  
Jesus Christ died as our Substitute (1 Corinthians 15:3; Romans 5:8).  

   

3)  The death penalty for sin must be paid.  
Jesus Christ died for us (Romans 5:6,8).  

Sacrifice makes it possible for a sinful man to come to a holy God. Sacrifice makes it possible for a sinful man 

to worship a holy God: 

SINFUL 

MAN 

 

HOLY 

GOD 

Have you come to God through the sacrifice of an Innocent Substitute (1 Peter 3:18)? _______ 
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Key Verse in Leviticus 

The key verse is found in Leviticus 19:2: "Ye shall be _____________; for I the _______________ your 

__________ am _________." See also Leviticus 11:44,45; 20:7, 26. Can you find a verse in 1 Peter chapter 1 

which says the same thing? Verse ______ 

GOD IS HOLY. He is completely set apart from all that is sinful or unclean. He is holy and pure and sinless. 

GOD WANTS HIS PEOPLE TO BE HOLY. God wants His people to be set apart from that which is sinful or 

unclean. In Leviticus God wanted His people to be different from those who were not His people. Did God 

want them to be different from the Egyptians (Leviticus 18:3)? ______ Did God want them to be different from 

the people who lived in the promised land (the land of Canaan--see Leviticus 18:3)? _____ 

What about you? If you are a Christian, does God want you to be different from those who are not Christians? 

_____ (See Romans 12:2; Ephesians 4:17.)  Why? In what ways? 

As we read the book of Leviticus and learn about all the sacrifices, we can remember that Jesus is our sacrifice 

(1 John 2:2). He died so that we might have eternal life. 

As we read the book of Leviticus and learn about the priests (sons of Aaron), we can remember that Jesus is 

our Great High Priest (Hebrews 8:1). We can come to a holy God through Him! 

Let’s remember what we learned about the book of Exodus. In Exodus people are brought out of slavery and 

brought near to God. In Leviticus people are kept near to God. The way to God is by the Saviour's death.  

The way to walk with God is to be set apart by the Saviour's life. 

NOTE:   Did you know that the second greatest commandment is found in the book of Leviticus? See Matthew 

22:36-39. What verse in Leviticus chapter 19 contains this second greatest command? _______ 

  

Numbers — The Problem of Unbelief 

Why is it Called Numbers? 

This book is called "Numbers" because the children of Israel were "numbered" or counted on two different 

occasions. We learn about the first numbering in Numbers chapter 1. This was not too long after the children of 

Israel had crossed the Red Sea. The second numbering is found in Numbers chapter 26. This took place about 

40 years later, just before the children of Israel entered the promised land. 

How many people were there? Only the men who were able to go to war were counted--men 20 years of age 

and older (Numbers 1:3). What was the total number of these men? ________________ 

There must have been about the same number of women. If we also count children, there must have been a total 

of about two million people (2,000,000)! That’s a large group of people! 

How many people were counted in Numbers chapter 26 (see Numbers 26:51)? 

____________________________________ These are the people who went into the promised land (about two 

million also). 
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The book of Numbers may be called "The Book of Wanderings"--the road map for the wilderness of this 

world. The believer should march through this world and march through time for God's glory, not to go around 

and around and around getting nowhere.  As we learn the lessons from the book of Numbers, we can learn how 

the believer can glorify God in the wilderness of this world. 

How Should We Walk in This World? 

How are God’s people supposed to walk and live in this world? In 2 Corinthians 5:7 the Bible says, "For we 

walk by _______________ and not by sight." As we walk in this world we should walk by faith (by believing 

God and believing God’s promises). God wants us to walk on the path of faith. 

This is what the children of Israel did not do! They walked on the dangerous path of unbelief. God had given 

the children of Israel a wonderful promise! What did God promise to give them (Numbers 13:2)? 

______________________________ For this reasons we call the land of Canaan the promised land. God 

promised to give this land to the children of Israel. This means that as they would enter the land God would give 

them complete victory over all their enemies! As we read the book of Numbers we learn that the children of 

Israel did not believe God’s wonderful promise! 

Israel’s Unbelief 

The story of Israel’s unbelief is found in Numbers chapters 13 and 14. God sent 12 men to spy out the promised 

land. These spies went into the land and they saw some huge men of great height. These were giants about the 

size of Goliath (see Numbers 13:31-33). 

Two of the spies, Joshua and Caleb, believed that God was bigger than these giants and that God was able to 

give them the land. The other ten spies did not believe that God was greater than the giants. 

Now the whole congregation (about two million people) had to make a choice: Should they believe in God like 

Joshua and Caleb or should they not believe God and get all worried like the other ten spies? What choice did 

they make? Did they follow Joshua and Caleb’s faith or did they follow the unbelief of the ten spies (see 

Numbers 14:1-10)? ________________________________________________________________ 

Unbelief Hinders Blessing 

The children of Israel were severely punished because of their unbelief. These people would never be allowed 

to see the ____________ which God had promised to give to them (Numbers 14:23). Instead God would make 

them wander in the wilderness year after year until they all dropped dead (Numbers 14:29). All those 

thousands and thousands of men who were numbered in chapter 1 would die in the desert wilderness. This 

would take about 38 years. Only two men would be allowed to live and enter the promised land. What were the 

names of these two men (Numbers 14:30)?  1)____________________ 2)__________________  All of the 

others would die "in this _____________________________ (Numbers 14:35). 

The children of Israel missed out on God’s blessing! They missed out on entering a wonderful land flowing 

with milk and honey! They missed out on seeing God give them a wonderful victory over giants! But Joshua 

and Caleb were different!  They grabbed hold of God’s promise and simply believed that God was able to do 

what He said He would do! They received the blessing! 
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The Key Verse in Numbers 

The key idea in the book of Numbers is that of UNBELIEF. The children of Israel did not believe God and as a 

result of this the book of Numbers tells about the 38 years of wilderness wanderings (the time that elapsed 

before the last unbelieving man died). See Numbers 14:29-30. 

A key verse goes along with this idea of unbelief, and it is found in Numbers 14:11: "And how long will it be 

before they _______________ Me?" God Himself is asking this question! Again and again God’s people 

refused to believe God’s promise. We read about these same people in Hebrews 3:19---"So we see that they 

could not enter in because of _________________________."     The children of Israel could not enter the 

promised land because they refused to believe God’s promise! God had given them a wonderful promise about 

a wonderful land, but that promise did not do them any good. Why not (see Hebrews 14:1-2)? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

How long will it be before we believe God? Are we missing out on what God has for us because of our 

unbelief? Are we missing out on God’s blessings? Are we walking by faith, or do we get all worried about 

every little problem that comes our way? Is God bigger than the problems we face, or are the problems we face 

like giants that are bigger than God? Out of all those thousands of people, only two really believed God. We 

need people like Joshua and Caleb today! What are some of the promises that God has given to us? God has not 

promised to give us the land of Palestine, but what promises has God given to believers today? Are we going to 

grab hold of those promises and make them our very own? 

 Deuteronomy — God’s Commentary on the Law Of Moses 

Finally after 38 years in the wilderness desert, the last unbelieving person of the older generation died. Of this 

older generation, only Joshua and Caleb and Moses were still alive. All of the other men living were younger, 

because they were under 20 years old when the first counting was made. They were the younger generation. 

Some of them were teens when the children of Israel crossed the Red Sea. Others were only children when this 

happened. Others were not even born yet. As the book of Deuteronomy begins, it is about 40 years after 

crossing the Red Sea. The new generation has grown up and the older generation has died off. 

The Name of the Book 

The name Deuteronomy means "the second law." This means that God’s law was given a second time to the 

new generation. Moses, who was now a very old man, carefully repeated and explained the law to this new 

generation. These people would go into the promised land. The older generation was not allowed to go into the 

promised land. 

Even today laws need to be explained and re-taught to the new generation. This is true when it comes to the 

laws of our own country. The great laws of our country were first set forth over 200 years ago. These great laws 

are found in a great document known as The Constitution of the United States. Those of us living today were 

not around in the days of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, John Adams and Benjamin Franklin. If we 

had lived back then with these great men we would probably understand the Constitution very well! The same 

thing is true with the law that God gave to His people at Mt. Sinai. The new generation had not been present 

when God gave His law to Moses (or if they were present they were only teens or children who were probably 

too young to remember). They needed Moses to teach them God’s law in a new and fresh way. This is just what 

Moses did! 
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Deuteronomy is also the last book of Moses. In this book we find Moses’ last words to the children of Israel. 

The book ends with the death of Moses. So as we read this book, we are reading Moses’ last words before his 

death. 

The Greatest Commandment 

In Matthew 22:36-38 Jesus told what the first and greatest commandment is. This command is found in the 

book of Deuteronomy, in chapter 6. What verse? _______ 

How does man show his love to God? Read the following verses. All of them talk about loving God. What does 

each verse say after it mentions loving God? 

Deuteronomy 5:10 _______________________________________ 

Deuteronomy 7:9   _______________________________________ 

Deuteronomy 11:1 _______________________________________ 

Therefore, how does a person show his love to God? _________________________________________  Did 

Jesus say the same thing in John 14:15,21,23? _____ This is one of the key ideas in the book of Deuteronomy: 

OBEDIENCE. We show our love for God by simply obeying Him and doing what He says. 

The book of Deuteronomy is filled with laws: "thou shalt" and "thou shalt not."  The Ten Commandments are 

repeated in the book of Deuteronomy. Can you find them in chapter 5? When you think of the book of 

Deuteronomy you should think of the word obedience. To love God is to obey God! 

Before we can obey God we must be saved! An unsaved person must realize this: " I have failed to obey God. I 

have failed to love God with all my heart. I have broken God’s laws. I am a guilty lawbreaker!" But there is 

good news for unsaved and guilty people! Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners and lawbreakers (1 

Timothy 1:15). What is the very first command that an unsaved person must obey (1 John 3:23, the first part of 

the verse)? ______________________________________________________________ Have you done this? 

When the unsaved person obeys this first command, then he is saved! He can then begin to learn to obey God’s 

other commands! Are you learning to obey? 

A Blessing and a Curse 

The key passage in the book of Deuteronomy is found in Deuteronomy 11:26-28. God’s people must choose 

between a BLESSING and a CURSE (verse 26). The blessing will be theirs if they do what (verse 27)? 

___________________________________________________   The curse will be theirs if they do what (verse 

28)? __________________________________________________   The same thing is true for God’s people 

today: "Trust and obey, for there’s no other way to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey!" Doing what God 

says is the very best medicine for the believer’s soul! What do you want from God? His blessing or His curse? 

Jesus is the Perfect Example 

Jesus perfectly obeyed God! Jesus perfectly obeyed all the commands found in the book of Deuteronomy. 

When Jesus was tempted by the devil, He quoted from the book of Deuteronomy three times ("It is written!" "It 

Is written!" "It is written!"--see Matthew 4:4,7,10). Can you find the verse in Deuteronomy 8 which says that 

man does not live by bread only? ________ Can you find the verse in Deuteronomy 6 which says that man 

should not tempt the Lord or put Him to the test? _______ Can you find the verse in Deuteronomy 6 which says 

that man should worship and fear the Lord and serve only Him? ________________________________ 
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The Message of the First Five Books 

Let’s briefly review the message of the first five books of the Bible:  

1. GENESIS–I’m born again! I’m a new creature (new creation) in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17)! I have a 

new heart and a new beginning!  

2. EXODUS–God has delivered me out of the terrible slavery of sin (John 8:32-36)!  

3. LEVITICUS–I can worship a holy God because of Christ’s sacrifice (1 Peter 3:18).  

4. NUMBERS–I must believe God’s promises. Faith is the key (Hebrews chapters 3 and 4).  

5. DEUTERONOMY–I must obey God’s commands. Obedience is the key (John 14:15,21,23)!  
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CHAPTER 4 

Joshua, Judges, Ruth 

 

Joshua — Entering and Possessing the Land 

  

Many of the Old Testament books are called by the name of their leading character. Joshua is the main character 

in the book which bears his name–the book of Joshua. Can you think of other Old Testament books which are 

called by the name of the leading character?_______________________________________ 

Joshua was a great man of faith who believed that God could bring the nation Israel into the promised land and 

give them victory.   Moses knew that he would die and that Joshua was the man that God wanted to lead the 

children of Israel into the promised land (Deuteronomy 31:7). As we read the book of Joshua we learn about 

Joshua leading the nation of Israel into the land and conquering Israel's enemies on the fields of battle. Moses 

wrote the first five books of the Bible and Joshua wrote the sixth book of the Bible, the book of Joshua. 

The name Joshua means "The LORD is salvation" and it reminds us that God is our great Deliverer and 

Saviour. In the days of Joshua God delivered Israel from all her enemies and brought the nation safely to the 

promised land. In the New Testament the word "Joshua" (Hebrew) is the same word as "Jesus" (Greek). In the 

New Testament the name "Jesus" usually refers to Jesus Christ, but in Hebrews 4:8 the name "Jesus" refers to 

the Jesus or Joshua that we read about in the book of Joshua. What does Jesus Christ deliver us and save us 

from (Matthew 1:21)? ___________________________________ 

Bringing Them Out to Bring Them In 

In the book of Exodus we learned that God brought them out of Egypt. But God had an important reason for 

bringing His people out of Egypt! Why did God bring them out? Did God bring them out so that they could die 

in the wilderness? _____ In Deuteronomy 6:23 God tells us why He brought out His people: 

"And He BROUGHT US ________ from thence (from Egypt), that He might ______________   

________   _____ , to GIVE US THE LAND which He sware (promised) unto our fathers."  

God BROUGHT THEM OUT so that He might BRING THEM IN. There was something terrible that God 

wanted to get them away from (slavery); there was something wonderful that God wanted to give them (the 

promised land)! In Exodus we learn about God bringing them out. In Joshua we learn part two of the story: 

God bringing them in. 

The children of Israel should have gone right into the land which God promised to give them. But instead they 

spent approximately forty years wandering in the desert because of their unbelief (as we learn from the book of 

Numbers). The people we read about in the book of Numbers did not want to go in and possess the great land 

which God had for them, and so they died in the wilderness. 
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Saved From and Saved Unto 

The nation Israel was saved from slavery but they were also saved unto the promised land filled with God’s 

blessings. This is what God had for them. We need to learn a lesson from this. When God saves a person, that 

person is SAVED FROM certain things, but he is also SAVED UNTO certain things. God has saved us FROM 

sin and death and hell, but what has God saved us UNTO? Look up the following verses and write down what a 

believer is SAVED FROM and what he or she is SAVED UNTO.  

1. 1 Thessalonians 1:9  

SAVED FROM? _____________________________________________ 

SAVED UNTO? _____________________________________________ 

  

2. Colossians 1:13  

SAVED FROM? _____________________________________________ 

SAVED UNTO? _____________________________________________ 

  

3. Titus 2:14  

SAVED FROM? _____________________________________________ 

SAVED UNTO? _____________________________________________ 

  

4. John 5:24  

SAVED FROM? _____________________________________________ 

SAVED UNTO? _____________________________________________ 

Are you a person who has been SAVED FROM and SAVED UNTO? 

Possessing Your Possessions 

One of the key verses in the book of Joshua is found in Joshua 1:3 (read it). Did God give the land to the 

children of Israel? _______ God gave them the land, but they had to go in and possess it (get it for themselves)! 

They had to go in and put their foot down on the ground and it would be theirs! 

You might buy a ticket to a baseball game five weeks before the game is played. On the day of the game there is 

a reserved seat at the ballpark just for you! But what good is that seat if you decide not to go to the ballpark? It 

was yours, but you never took advantage of it. You missed out on what you should have had! The children of 

Israel had a reserved place in the land that was promised to them. God wanted them to go in and possess it! 

Did the children of Israel go into the land and possess it for themselves (Joshua 21:43)? ______ Did God give 

them victory over all their enemies (Joshua 21:44)? _________ Did God keep His promise (Joshua 21:45)? 

_____ 
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The story is told of an aged silver miner who had spent all of his life searching for silver in the mountains of the 

Old West. He had become so obsessed with his search that his wife and children had left him. When he died, the 

handful of people who came to bury him found in his possessions a note instructing them to bury him under his 

cabin. As the spades full of earth were turned over, a lustrous gray material began to appear.  It turned out to be 

a huge vein of silver. That miner had been a millionaire all his life, but he had never known about his wealth 

and he had never claimed his wealth. He had never possessed his possession! It was his but it wasn’t his! He 

never took advantage of what he had! 

God wants His people to take advantage of what He has given them! God gave the children of Israel a 

wonderful land and He wanted them to enjoy the land and take full advantage of it! Even though the children of 

Israel won many victories under Joshua, they failed to possess the land completely. The children of Israel failed 

to drive out some of the enemies and these enemies possessed some of the land that Israel should have 

possessed (see Joshua 17:12-13). They missed out on all that they could have had and should have had! 

God’s People Today 

Think about believers living today. God has not told us to go into the land of Israel and conquer it and possess it 

for ourselves! What does God want us to possess today? What has God given to believers today? Here are some 

of the things God has given to His believers:  

1) John 14:27; 16:33  

God has given us P ______________ in the middle of a troubled world.  

   

2) John 15:11  

God has given us J ______________ in a world filled with sorrow.  

   

3) John 8:12  

God has given us L ______________ in a world of darkness.  

   

4) John 10:28  

God has given us eternal L____________ in a world of death.  

These are some of the possessions we need to possess! Are you taking these four things and making them your 

very own? Do you have peace right now? Do you have joy right now? Are you shining with God’s light right 

now? Are you enjoying God’s life right now? How can you possess these things? 

Remember our key verse found in Joshua 1:3? God gave the children of Israel a wonderful promise: "Every 

place that the sole of your ___________ shall tread upon, that have I _____________ unto you." What were 

they to do with this promise? They were to believe God and go into the land and put their foot down on the land 

and claim it as their own because God gave it to them. Today believers must "walk by F 

___________________" also (2 Cor. 5:7). The children of Israel went into the land foot by foot and God gave 

them victory foot by foot. God has victory for believers today: "...and this is the ____________________ that 

overcometh the world, even our ____________" (1 John 5:4). We are to walk with the foot of faith taking the 

God-given territory foot by foot, possessing all that God wants us to have! 
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Joshua and Ephesians 

There is a book in the New Testament which is very similar to the book of Joshua. It is the book of Ephesians. 

The book of Joshua says "Be strong" (Joshua 1:6,9,18)! Does the book of Ephesians say the same thing 

(Ephesians 6:10)? _____ The book of Joshua is about soldiers who had to win battles. Is the book of Ephesians 

about soldiers (Ephesians 6:11-18)? ______ The book of Joshua is about Israel possessing the land. The book of 

Ephesians is about Christians possessing the riches and the blessings which they have in Christ (Ephesians 1:3)! 

Every Christian is a spiritual billionaire! But not every Christian realizes how rich he really is, and very few 

really possess and enjoy these riches. 

God’s victory on the cross gives us who believe His promised possessions. But the promised possessions 

require my desire for them, my determination to possess the promises, and my dependence upon God in the 

necessary conflict and conquest.  Only then can I experience and enjoy my God-given possessions. 

Judges — A Sad Chapter of History 

After Joshua died we have the next period of history which is called the period of the Judges. It was during this 

time that the children of Israel turned away from the Lord and sinned against Him: 

The Book of Joshua  The Book of Judges 

Victory  Defeat 

Freedom  Slavery 

Faith  Unbelief 

Faithfulness to the Lord   Apostasy from the Lord 

Joy  Sorrow 

Strength  Weakness 

When people turn away from the Lord there is nothing but trouble and confusion and sorrow! 

Who Were the Judges? 

The judges were various men (such as Gideon and Samson) and one woman (Deborah) whom God raised up at 

different times to deliver and save the children of Israel from their enemies. At this time the nation of Israel did 

not have any kings, but these judges would lead the people. 
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The Continual Cycle 

In the book of Judges we learn about a cycle which is made up of four parts (think of the four "R’s"):  

1. REBELLION–the children of Israel would sin and turn away from the Lord and do that which was very 

wicked in God’s sight.  

2. RETRIBUTION–God would punish his people and allow the enemy to rule over them and make them 

slaves.  

3. REPENTANCE–Finally the people would cry out to God for help, but only when things got very bad.  

4. RELIEF–God would graciously hear this cry of help and would raise up a judge to save Israel from the 

enemy.  

Believers today need to learn to cry out to God sooner, before they get into deep trouble! It is good to call upon 

the Lord even when things are going well! 

This cycle is seen again and again in the book of Judges. You can read about this cycle in Judges 2:11–19. To 

help you understand this cycle, look at the circle below: 

 

In the book of Judges this cycle is repeated again and again! What about you? Where are you on this cycle (on 

this circle)? Are you serving God or sin? Are you turning to God or away from God? What about your nation? 

Where is your country on this chart? Where is your country headed in the future? 

The Key Verse in Judges 

The key verse in the book of Judges is found in two places:   Judges 17:6 and 21:25. Are these verses the same? 

______ Probably Judges 21:25 is the easier verse to remember and to find because it is the last verse in the 

book. 

No King 

These verses tell us that in the time of the judges there was no king in Israel. If you were living back in those 

days what would you think? Here’s what a person may have thought back then: 
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But this person should have thought some more!  He should have said something like this: "Wait a minute! We 

do have a King! The LORD is our King! We have a great God who rules over us and watches over us and 

protects us! None of the other nations have God (the LORD JEHOVAH) as their King!" 

Sadly the people did not think this way. Instead they all decided to be their own kings! 

"I'm My Own King!" 

The last verse in Judges says, "...every man did that which was ____________________ in his ________ eyes." 

Did they do what was right in God’s eyes? ______ Who decided what was right? Who decided what they 

should do?________________ They said something like this: 

 

What about you? Who is your king going to be? You or God? Are you going to do what is right in God’s eyes 

or your own eyes? Are you a better king than God is?  Those who try to rule their own lives without God are 

headed for disaster and for ruin! This is what the book of Judges is all about! 

God is faithful in giving. Mankind is consistent in failing. Man’s failure does not affect God’s faithfulness in 

seeking and saving! 

Ruth — The Romance of Redemption 

Ruth is just a short little book. How many chapters are in it? ________ When did the events in the book of Ruth 

take place (Ruth 1:1)? ________________________________________ The time of the judges was a time of 

sin and wickedness, but the book of Ruth shows us that there was a bright side of things as well! The story 

found in Ruth is like a shining light in a very dark period--the period of the judges! 
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The book of Ruth, just like the book of Joshua, is named for its main character. There are actually three main 

characters in this book:  

1. RUTH, a woman of Moab  

2. NAOMI, Ruth’s mother-in-law  

3. BOAZ, the Jewish man who became Ruth’s husband  

The Line of the Messiah 

We have already talked about the line of the Saviour in Chapter 2. Ruth and Boaz are an important part of this 

line. According to Ruth 4:17 we learn that Ruth’s first son was named Obed. According to this verse (Ruth 

4:17), what was Ruth’s relationship to King David? _______________________________________________  

Ruth became a part of the great line of the Saviour. In a sense she was the mother of the Messiah, because out 

of her would eventually come the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. Can you find the names of Ruth and Boaz in the 

great genealogy of the King found in Matthew chapter 1? What verse? ______ [Note: Boaz is spelled "Booz" in 

the King James Version.] 

Two Important Verses 

There are two wonderful verses found in the book of Ruth which tell us about Ruth’s relationship to the God of 

Israel: 

1) Ruth 1:16 

In this verse we read about Ruth’s wonderful decision to make the God of Israel her God: "thy people shall be 

my people and thy _______ my _________." She wanted God to be her God! Have you made this decision? Is 

the living God your God? 

2) Ruth 2:12 

In this verse we see Ruth’s wonderful decision to put her full trust in the God of Israel: "...the Lord God of 

Israel, under whose wings thou art come to _______________." Have you put yourself under God’s wings? 

There is no safer place to be! 

The Relative Redeemer 

The main idea in the book of Ruth is that of redemption. Boaz was the kinsman-redeemer. This means he was 

the relative-redeemer. He was a close relative of the man who was Ruth’s first husband. Because he was a 

close relative he was able to marry Ruth. 

As we read the book of Ruth we are reminded of our great Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ was 

our Relative-Redeemer. What did Christ partake of in order to redeem sinful men (Hebrews 2:14)? 

_____________________________   He became our blood relative! Christ became a man and was made "like 

His B ________________" (Hebrews 2:17). He became our near relative! Christ had to become a man just like 

us in order to save us and redeem us! Every believer is married to the One who is our Relative-Redeemer (see 

Romans 7:4)! We have a wonderful love relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ! 

Has Christ redeemed you and saved you? Are you enjoying your love-relationship with Him? 
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Chapter 5 

Samuel, Kings, Chronicles 

In this chapter we want to consider six history books which God has given to us. These books tell us all about 

the Jewish kings who ruled in the land of Palestine from the first king (Saul) to the very last king who ruled 

before the Babylonians conquered the land (see Chapter 1 under "Crown" and "Captivity"). As we look at these 

six books we discover that they are a series of three double books: the two books of Samuel, the two books of 

Kings, and the two books of Chronicles. 

What Do Each of These Books Tell Us About? 

1 SAMUEL This book begins with Samuel and ends with the death of King Saul.  It is also 
about the life of David before he became king. 

2 SAMUEL This book is about the reign of David. 

1 KINGS This book begins with King David’s death and ends with the death of wicked 
King Ahab. 

2 KINGS This book tells about all the rest of the kings until the fall of Israel in 722 B.C. 
and the fall of Judah in 586 B.C. 

1 CHRONICLES This book is about the reign of David. 

2 CHRONICLES This book begins with Solomon and ends with the Babylonian Captivity. 

Here is another way to think about these six books: 

 

In light of this chart, please answer these questions:  

1. Which is the only book which tells us about King Saul’s reign?______________________  

2. Which two books tell us about King David’s reign? _______________________  

3. Which book tells us about David before he was king of Israel? 

___________________________  

4. Which book covers the same period of history as the books of 1 and 2 Kings 

______________________________________  

5. Which two books end with the Babylonian Captivity? 

__________________________________________________  
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The Books of Samuel 
 King Saul and King David 

We are now ready to think about the first set of double books--the two books of Samuel. The book of 1 Samuel 

tells us about Israel’s first king--King Saul. The book of 2 Samuel tells us about Israel’s second king – King 

David. 

MAIN CHARACTERS 

IN 1 SAMUEL 

MAIN CHARACTER  

IN 2 SAMUEL 

Samuel 

David Saul 

David 

Why Are These Books Called by the Name of Samuel? 

Samuel was a godly man--a great Priest and a great Prophet. Samuel was like bridge between the period of the 

judges and the period of the kings: 

 

These two books are called by the name Samuel for two reasons:  

1. Samuel is the main character at the beginning of the book of 1 Samuel. Everything we know about the 

birth, life, ministry, and death of Samuel is found in the book of 1 Samuel.  

2. Samuel anointed Saul and David, and the books of Samuel are all about these two men. Samuel 

anointed Saul in 1 Samuel 10:1 and the book of 1 Samuel is all about King Saul. Samuel anointed David 

in 1 Samuel 16:13 and the book of 2 Samuel is all about King David and his reign. These men were the 

first two kings of Israel and the books of Samuel tell us the stories of these two men.  
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The Beginning of the Kingdom 

During the time of the judges, did Israel have a human king (Judges 21:25)? ______ God Himself was supposed 

to be their King! But as we saw in Chapter 4 of these notes, the children of Israel did not want God to rule over 

them; they wanted to be their own king! 

Later in the days of Samuel, the children of Israel wanted a K____________ (1 Samuel 8:5) just like all the 

other nations. Did they want the LORD to be their King and to rule and reign over them (1 Samuel 8:7)? By 

asking for a human King who were they rejecting (1 Samuel 8:7)? _________________________________ 

Sometimes God gives people what they ask for in order to teach them a lesson and make them learn the hard 

way. God did give the people a king. He gave them the king of their choice! His name was Saul! Why did Saul 

seem like the perfect king (1 Samuel 9:2)? ________________________________________________ How did 

the people look at Saul (1 Samuel 16:7)? ____________________________ How did God look at Saul (1 

Samuel 16:7)? ________________________________________ 

Saul turned out to be a complete failure as king! The people were wrong but God was right! 

Let's briefly compare the first two kings of Israel: 

SAUL DAVID 

A man after the people’s heart (1 
Samuel 8:5) 

A man after God’s heart (1 Samuel 
13:14) 

He was the people’s choice. He was God’s choice. 

He disobeyed God’s Word (1 Samuel 
15:11). 

He obeyed God’s Word (Acts 13:22). 

In much of the book of 1 Samuel we see Saul chasing after David trying to kill him! This is the kind of a man 

he was! In the last chapter of 1 Samuel we see Saul, defeated and dead, on the field of battle! 

The Key Verse 

The key verse in the books of Samuel is found in 1 Samuel 2:30. Look especially at the last part of the verse: 

"For them that ___________________ Me I will honour, and they that despise Me shall be lightly esteemed." 

What is God saying? This verse has both good news and bad news. 

THE GOOD NEWS: "If you honor God, then God will honor you!" The person who honors God considers God 

as Someone who is very valuable and important. This person says, "God is so great and so important to me 

that I must believe what He says and do what He says all the days of my life!" 

THE BAD NEWS:  "If a person fails to honor God and despises God, then God will consider that person of 

little importance and God’s blessing will not be on that person’s life. This person says, "God is not very 

important to me at all.  I really do not care what God says. What God says means very little to me!" 
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In the books of Samuel we see how this truth was carried out in the lives of men. We can see how God honored 

those who honored Him. We can also see how God cursed those who despised Him. In the books of Samuel we 

learn about men who honored God and men who did not honor God! 

THOSE WHO HONORED GOD THOSE WHO DESPISED GOD 

Samuel Eli, the priest 

Jonathan, Saul’s son King Saul 

David  (to see the amazing way God 
honored David, read 2 Samuel chapter 
7) 

Absalom, David's son 

Which column would you fit in? Are you a person who honors God or are you a person who despises God? Is 

God very important to you? Is God’s Word very important to you? Do you really care about what God has said? 

Do you really care about obeying God and doing what He says? What kind of a person do you want to be: a 

person like David or a person like Saul? Most people choose to be like Saul. They do not choose to honor God. 

Will you be one of the few people, like David, who chooses to honor God? 

  

The Books of Kings 
From Solomon to the Babylonian Captivity 

The next group of double books is First and Second Kings. These two books cover about 400 years of history 

(14 centuries)! 

The Divided Kingdom 

We learned a little about the divided kingdom in Chapter 1 of these notes. As the book of 1 Kings begins we 

read about the death of King David. David’s son Solomon became the next king. Solomon was the wealthiest 

and most powerful king Israel ever had. Even Jesus spoke of the glory of Solomon’s kingdom in Matthew 6:29! 

After Solomon the kingdom was divided into two parts:  

1. THE NORTHERN KINGDOM under King Jeroboam.   Its capital came to be located in Samaria This 

kingdom is called the kingdom of ISRAEL.  

2. THE SOUTHERN KINGDOM under King Rehoboam (Solomon’s son).  Its capital was located in 

Jerusalem.  This kingdom is called the kingdom of JUDAH.   All the kings of Judah descended from 

King David.  

The Conquered Kingdoms 

The people living in both of these kingdoms turned their hearts away from the Lord, and God had to judge 

them. God first judged the wicked northern kingdom of Israel by sending the Assyrians. 

In 722 B.C. the Assyrians conquered Israel and carried away the people as captives. Later God judged the 

southern kingdom of Judah by sending the Babylonians under King Nebuchadnezzar. In 586 B.C. the city of 

Jerusalem and the temple were destroyed by the Babylonians and the Jews were carried away to Babylon as 

captives. In the book of 2 Kings we learn how both of these kingdoms fell and were conquered. 
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The Rise of the Prophets 

As we read the books of Kings, we see that the prophets become more and more important as men who spoke 

for God. We also see that the priests become less and less important. The priests were the ones who were 

supposed to teach God’s Word to the people. But most of the priests failed to do this, so God raised up prophets 

to give His message to the nation and to kings. In the books of Kings we learn about the lives of two great 

prophets: 

In 1 Kings we learn about Elijah. 

In 2 Kings we learn about Elisha. 

Note: "J" comes before "S" in the alphabet, so this helps us to remember that ELIJAH came before ELISHA.  

Both men were contemporaries. That is, they lived on earth at the same time.  Elisha lived on after Elijah was 

taken up from earth in a chariot of fire. 

The Books About the Kings 

The two books of Kings tell us all about all the kings of Israel and Judah from Solomon to the Babylonian 

Captivity. 

In these books we are introduced to the names of all the kings. When a king is introduced, the following 

information is given:  

1. The name of the king is given.  

2. We are told whether he was a king of Judah or a king of Israel. 

3. We are told how old he was when he began to reign. 

4. We are told how many years he reigned as king. 

5. We are told whether he was a bad king ("did evil") or a good king ("did right") in God's sight. 

For example, in 2 Kings 15:1-4 we are introduced to King Azariah. Was he a king of Judah or a king of Israel? 

______________ How old was he when he took the throne? _________ How many years did he reign as king? 

_______ Was he a good king or a bad king? __________________________ 

Now we are ready to take a look at all the kings of Israel and Judah.  "Good" means that the king did that which 

was right in God's eyes; "Bad" means that the king did evil in God's sight.  However, keep in mind that 

sometimes a good king would do evil things and sometimes an evil king would do good things. 

The United Kingdom 

David (Good) 

Saul (Bad) 

Solomon  
(Good, but later his heart turned away from the Lord - 1 Kings 11) 
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THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL  

(The Northern Kingdom) 

Jeroboam I (Bad) 
Nadab (Bad) 
Baasha (Bad) 
Elah (Bad) 
Zimri (Bad) 
Omri (Bad) 
Ahab (Bad) 
Ahaziah (Bad) 
Jehoram (Bad) 
Jehu (Bad) 
Jehoahaz (Bad) 
Jehoash (Bad) 
Jeroboam II (Bad) 
Zachariah (Bad) 
Shallum (Bad) 
Menahem (Bad) 
Pekahiah (Bad) 
Pekah (Bad) 
Hoshea (Bad) 
 
ASSYRIAN CAPTIVITY 
 (722 B.C.) 
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THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH  

(The Southern Kingdom) 

Rehoboam (Bad) 
Abijah (Bad) 
Asa (Good) 
Jehoshaphat (Good) 
Jehoram (Bad) 
Ahaziah (Bad) 
Athaliah (Bad) 
Joash (Good) 
Amaziah (Good) 
Azariah or Uzziah (Good) 
Jotham (Good) 
Ahaz (Bad) 
Hezekiah (Good) 
Manasseh (Bad) 
Amon (Bad) 
Josiah (Good) 
Jehoahaz (Bad) 
Jehoiakim (Bad) 
Jehoiachin (Bad) 
Zedekiah (Bad)  

BABYLONIAN CAPTIVITY  

(586 B.C.) 

How many good kings did the northern kingdom of Israel have? ____________Which kingdom had the most 

good kings? _______________________Which kingdom did God judge first? 

________________________________________Were the last four kings of Judah good or bad? 

________________ The kings of the southern kingdom were all descendants of David with the lower name 

being the son of the name above it (for example, Jehoshaphat was the father of Jehoram). Is it possible for a 

good king to have a bad son? ______ Is it possible for a bad king to have a good son? ____________   True or 

False: _________ A person must always turn out to be like his parents. Is it possible for a good king to have a 

good son? _____ Is it possible for a bad king to have a bad son? _______ True or False:  ______________ A 

person may end up like his parents.  
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The Two Books Compared 

1 KINGS 2 KINGS 

Begins with King David Ends with the king of Babylon  

Opens with Solomon’s glory Closes with Jehoiachin’s shame  

Begins with the blessings of obedience Ends with the curse of disobedience  

Opens with the building of the temple Closes with the burning of the temple 

Shows the division of the kingdom Shows the collapse and fall of each 
kingdom 

Shows that God is very long-suffering. 
Even though there were many wicked 
kings, God held back His judgment on 
the nation. 

Shows that God’s long-suffering does 
not last forever. God must punish sin 
and He must punish His sinful people.  

Tells about Elijah Tells about Elisha 

 

The Key Verse 

The key verse for these two books of Kings is found in 1 Kings 18:21. Elijah said to those who were serving 

and worshipping the false god Baal: "if the _______________ be God, _______________ Him: but if Baal (be 

God), then follow him." 

Elijah was saying this to the Jews of his day: If God is really God and you fail to serve Him and follow Him, 

then you are in trouble! In the book of 2 Kings we learn that the Jews did fail to follow God and they ended up 

in trouble! 

Trouble for the northern kingdom: "For the children of Israel walked in all the________ of Jeroboam which he 

did; they departed not from them; until the LORD ____________ Israel out of His sight, as _____________ had 

______________ by all his servants the prophets. So was Israel _____________________________out of their 

own land to ____________________ unto this day" (2 Kings 17:22-23). This is called the Assyrian Captivity. 

Trouble for the southern kingdom: "And the king of  _________________________smote them, and slew them 

at Riblah in the land of Hamath. So _____________ was _____________________ out of their land" (2 Kings 

25:21). This is called the Babylonian Captivity. 

If Baal is really God, then he should be served and followed! But if he is not God (and he is not), then he should 

not be served! Every person must decide whether the God of the Bible is really God or not! If He is God, then 

follow Him and serve Him with all your heart!  Many people serve and follow gods that are not really gods at 

all (1 Corinthians 8:4-6). 
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Following false gods was the problem of many of the kings. All of the kings of Israel and most of the kings of 

Judah served idols (false gods). Even many of the good kings failed to follow the Lord fully. Many of the good 

kings failed to remove the "high places" (see 2 Kings 15:3-4, for example). These "high places" were centers of 

idol worship located on the tops of hills. These idol worship centers should have been totally destroyed! Not 

many kings were willing to do this! Was Hezekiah willing to follow the Lord fully (2 Kings 18:4-6)? ______ 

God judged His people because they were serving idols. This idol worship was the reason for the captivities (2 

Kings 17:9-12). 

Is God really God? Is He really the King of this universe? Is He really your Saviour and your Lord? If God be 

God then follow Him! The Bible tells us to keep ourselves from  ________________ (1 John 5:21). This means 

we are to keep ourselves from that which is not real and right, and we are to follow the true and living God.  If 

God be God then serve Him! Did the Thessalonian believers do this (1 Thess. 1:9)? ______ Are you doing 

this?  _______   Who should we follow (John 8:12)? ____________________________________________  

How can a person serve God? Most of the kings refused to let God be King! Will you let the Lord be the King 

of your life? 

The Books of Chronicles 
A Careful History of Judah 

As you can see from the chart at the beginning of this chapter, the books of Chronicles cover the same period of 

history as the books of 2 Samuel and Kings. God repeated that which had already been covered (in Samuel and 

Kings) in order to add new details and to emphasize what He considered important. 

The word "chronicle" means "a continuous and detailed account of historical events arranged in order of time." 

God has given us very accurate history books so that we can know all that He wants us to know about the period 

of the kings. 

The books of Chronicles may have been written by Ezra the scribe. We will learn about Ezra in the next 

chapter. The last two verses of 2 Chronicles are almost identical to the first three verses of Ezra.  

FIRST CHRONICLES covers the same period of time as 2 SAMUEL. They both tell about the 

reign of David. 

SECOND CHRONICLES covers the same period of time as 1 and 2 KINGS. They both cover 

the time from Solomon to the Babylonian Captivity. 

There is a difference, however. Chronicles looks at the kings from a different point of view. Chronicles only 

tells us about the kings of Judah (the southern kingdom). These are the kings who were in the line of David: 
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In Chronicles the kings of Israel are not mentioned unless they are doing something that relates to the kings of 

Judah. 

The Key Verse 

The key verse in the books of Chronicles is found in 2 Chronicles 16:9: "For the ____________ of the LORD 

________ to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself ________________ in the behalf of them 

whose heart is ________________ towards Him." God is searching the land for those who want to honor Him 

and serve Him and follow Him fully! This amazing verse tells us that God’s eyes have feet (they run!). Of 

course God does not really have eyes and feet, but the verse is telling us that God sees very well and God gets 

around very well! When it comes to finding people who love Him and honor Him, God is an expert! If you have 

a heart that bends towards God and that is devoted to God, then God will find you and God will bless you! 

Most of the kings of Israel and Judah did not have a perfect heart toward God! Did King Asa have a heart that 

was perfect before God (2 Chronicles 16:7-10)? ______ 

This key verse is really saying the same thing as 1 Samuel 2:30 (the key verse for the books of Samuel). God 

will honor those who honor Him! God will show Himself strong and God will bless those who trust Him! God 

will curse those who fail to honor Him and trust Him! As God’s eyes run throughout the earth, you can be sure 

that He sees you! What does He find? Does He find a person who honors Him? Does He find a person that He 

can bless? 

→ Remember, if you honor Him, He will honor you (Samuel)! 

→  If God is really God, then serve Him and follow Him (Kings)!  Don't serve and follow idols! 

→ God is looking for those people with the kind of heart that He can bless (Chronicles)! 
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CHAPTER 6 

Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther 

 

The books of Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther are the last three history books found in the Old Testament. These 

three books tell us what happened to the Jewish people after the Babylonian Captivity (see chapter 1 under the 

historical category described by the word "Construction"). 

The Babylonian Captivity lasted 70 years. Most of the kingdom of Judah (the Southern captivity) had been 

carried away to the land of Babylon. Were the Jewish people happy in this far away, foreign land (Psalm 137:1-

4)? _______ They did not forget their homeland and their beloved city Jerusalem (Psalm 137:5). In fact, Daniel, 

who was one of the Jews in Babylon, prayed to his God three times every day. When he prayed, what direction 

did he face (Daniel 6:10)?________________________________ 

It was not God’s plan that His people should stay forever in Babylon. God had told Jeremiah the prophet what 

His plan would be.  What did God say He would do to the king of Babylon after the 70 years of Babylonian 

captivity (Jeremiah 25:12)? ______________________________________ This is exactly what happened! God 

sent a Persian King by the name of Cyrus and Cyrus conquered the kingdom of Babylon! God also promised 

that after the 70 years He would visit His people and cause them to R_________________ to their beloved 

homeland (Jeremiah 29:10). God used king Cyrus to do this also! We read about this return in the last two 

verses of 2 Chronicles and in the first two verses of Ezra. 

THE THREE RETURNS TO JERUSALEM 

The books of Ezra and Nehemiah tell us about three different times when the Jews returned to their homeland. 

Let’s think about each of these returns: 

The First Return Under the Leadership of Zerubbabel 

Zerubbabel was the governor (leader) of the children of Israel and he was also a descendant of King David. 

Zerubbabel was the man who led the first group of captives back to Jerusalem. We read about this return in the 

early chapters of Ezra. 

How many Jews returned with Zerubbabel? The answer to this question is found in Ezra 2:64-65. Counting the 

servants, there were only about 50,000 people who returned to the land of their fathers. This is a very small 

group!  The Bible calls this very small group a remnant. Many of the Jews who were living in Babylon and in 

other countries were living in comfortable houses and they were glad to stay right where they were. But a few 

of the Jews had a love in their hearts for the land which God had given to them and they wanted to return. As 

soon as Cyrus gave them permission, they were ready to go (see Ezra 1:1-3)! 

Fifty thousand people may seem like a large group, but it was not in comparison with the number of Jews who 

came into the promised land under Joshua.  According to the book of Numbers, about how many Jews went into 

the promised land? See Numbers 26:51. Next to this number, fifty thousand is not a large group!  

Note:  Fifty thousand people would fill up a major league ballpark; Two million people would fill up every 

major league ball park in the country! 
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When the Jews returned to the land, their first job was to rebuild the temple. What did the Babylonians do to 

the beautiful temple (house of God) which Solomon had built (2 Chronicles 36:19)? 

___________________________________________ When the Jewish remnant (small group of Jews) returned 

to the city of Jerusalem nothing was left of the temple except ashes, heaps of stone and rubble. These Jews had 

a great work to do! 

The Second Return Under the Leadership Of Ezra 

About 80 years later another group of Jews returned to Jerusalem under the leadership of Ezra who was a great 

Bible teacher. This was a much smaller group of people (only about two thousand people). We can read about 

the amazing journey these people took in Ezra chapters 7 and 8. 

The Third Return Under the Leadership Of Nehemiah 

About 13 years later Nehemiah led a group of Jews back to Jerusalem. We read about this in Nehemiah chapter 

2. The Bible does not tell us how many people returned with Nehemiah, but it was probably not a very large 

group. When Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem he encouraged the Jews to rebuild the walls of the city. By this 

time the temple had been rebuilt but the walls of the city were still in ruins. Why do you think it was important 

for a city to have tall and strong walls?  

a. For decoration  

b. To keep children from wandering away and getting lost  

c. For protection from the enemy who might try to conquer the city  

d. To keep people’s pets from wandering away  

The Jews living in the days of Nehemiah had a great work to do! 

THE KINGS OF PERSIA 

As you read the books of Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther, you will come across the names of different kings. These 

men were Persian kings. When you read the names of these kings you can look on this list which will help you 

to understand who the king was and when he lived. 

1. CYRUS THE GREAT (550-530 B.C.) 

This is the king that Isaiah had long ago promised would come and deliver the children of Israel (Isaiah 44:28; 

45:1-5). He conquered the Babylonians and then allowed the Jews to return to their homeland and to rebuild 

their temple (Ezra chapter 1). Daniel was still alive when Cyrus was king (Daniel 1:21; 10:1). 

2. CAMBYSES (530-522 B.C.) 

3. SMERDIS  (He ruled less than a year.) 

4. DARIUS THE GREAT (522-486 B.C.) 

Darius made a decree that the work of the temple should be continued without any hindrance (Ezra chapter 6). It 

was during his reign that the temple was completed (Ezra chapter 6). 

Note: Don’t confuse this king with Darius the Mede who is mentioned in the book of Daniel (see Daniel 5:31; 

6:1). Darius the Mede was the governor of Babylon under Cyrus the Great. 
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5. AHASUERUS or XERXES (486-464 B.C.) 

This is the king that we read about in the book of Esther. Esther became his queen. He is also mentioned in Ezra 

4:6. 

6. ARTAXERXES I (464-423 B.C.) 

At first this king sent a decree ordering the Jews to stop rebuilding the city and the walls (see Ezra 4:6-23). 

Later, however, he allowed his cupbearer, Nehemiah, to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the city walls (Nehemiah 

chapters 1-2). This is also the same king who had earlier allowed Ezra to return (Ezra chapters 7-8). 

These were all great kings, but as we read the books of Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther, we learn that there is a 

much greater King in heaven who is in control of all things! 

THREE BOOKS AND FOUR TRUE STORIES! 

The book of Ezra is a very interesting book! It is actually two books in one! We find the first book in the first 

six chapters and we find the second book in the last four chapters. In between chapters 6 and 7 there is a time 

gap of about 58 years! 

BOOK NUMBER 1  

THE ACCOUNT OF ZERUBBABEL 

Ezra Chapters 1-6 

In between chapters 6 and 7 we find: 

A Gap of about 58 years!  

During this time all of the events in the book of Esther took place! 

BOOK NUMBER 2  

THE ACCOUNT OF EZRA 

Ezra Chapters 7-10 

After Ezra Chapter 10 all of the events in the book of Nehemiah took place! So although we have 

three books (Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther) we actually have four true accounts:  

1)  THE ACCOUNT OF ZERUBBABEL (Ezra chapters 1-6)  

            2)   THE ACCOUNT OF ESTHER (the book of Esther) 

                        3)    THE ACCOUNT OF EZRA (Ezra chapters 7-10)  

                                        4)    THE ACCOUNT OF NEHEMIAH (the book of Nehemiah) 
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Let us now consider each of these accounts one at a time! 

  

THE ACCOUNT OF ZERUBBABEL 

(Ezra Chapters 1-6) 

MAIN CHARACTERS:  
Zerubbabel (also called Sheshbazzar), the governor 

Jeshua (Joshua) the High Priest 
Haggai and Zechariah the Prophets (these two men encouraged the Jews to 

work hard and to build the temple) 
 

PERSIAN KINGS: 
Cyrus the Great (allowed the Jews to return to the land) 

Darius the Great (the temple was finished during his reign) 

MAIN PROBLEM: 
Getting the temple rebuilt 

 
OPPOSITION: 

Samaritan enemies (Ezra chapters 4-5) 

  

The Key Verse 

One key verse is found in Ezra 5:5: "But the ________ of their __________ was upon the elders of the Jews, 

that they could not cause them to cease (building the temple)." God’s good eye was upon His people! God was 

watching out for His people. 

Another key verse is found in Ezra 1:5: "Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin, and the 

priests and the Levites, with all them whose __________________ God had raised (stirred up), to go up to 

_______________ the house of the LORD (the temple) which is in Jerusalem." God moved in the hearts of 

these people! He stirred them up and put that desire in their hearts to build the temple. God's good eye was 

upon His people! 

Remember, there were not many Jews who returned to the land and they were certainly not a mighty army. As 

they came to Jerusalem they were surrounded by the people of the land who were their enemies. We read about 

these enemies in Ezra chapters 4 and 5. These enemies tried to do everything they could to get the Jews to stop 

building the temple. Did these enemies succeed or did they fail? Were the Jews able to finish God’s house (Ezra 

6:15)? ______ There is only one reason why the Jews were successful: God's good eye was upon them! They 

had a great God watching over them and protecting them! The enemies of the Jews were no match for the God 

of the Jews! 
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If you are a believer, then you can be sure that God’s eye is upon you! In 1 Peter 2:25 the Lord Jesus Christ is 

called our S_____________________ and our B _____________________. Of course a shepherd’s job is to 

watch over His sheep. The word "bishop" means "one who watches over, one who cares for." We have a great 

Shepherd who watches out for us! Does the believer face enemies in the world? Is our God greater than these 

enemies? Even though we cannot see God, we can be sure that He sees us! Every believer should say what 

Hagar once said in Genesis 16:13: "Thou God ____________________ me!" 

  

THE ACCOUNT OF ESTHER 

(The Book of Esther) 

MAIN CHARACTERS:  
Ahasuerus the king 
Esther the queen 
Mordecai the Jew 

Wicked Haman the enemy 

PERSIAN KING: 
Ahasuerus (also known as Xerxes) 

MAIN PROBLEM: 
The entire Jewish nation was 

going to be destroyed! 

OPPOSITION: 
Wicked Haman, the devil’s man,  

who devised a plot to destroy the Jews. 

God’s Name is Nowhere to be Found 

One of the most interesting things about the book of Esther is an amazing omission! The Name of God is 

nowhere mentioned in this book! All of the other books of the Bible make mention of God’s Name, except for 

Esther and the Song of Solomon. Why is the book of Esther silent when it comes to the Divine Name? 

Let’s think about this carefully. As the book of Esther opens, a great Persian Ruler is on the throne (Esther 1:2). 

His kingdom is so great that it extends from India all the way to Ethiopia (Esther 1:1). There was no greater 

king on earth! 

Where was Israel’s king? Where was Jehovah, the God of the Jews? The Jews had been carried captive by the 

Babylonians, and in the days of Ahasuerus, most of the Jews were still away from their homeland. Only a small 

remnant of Jews had returned to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple as we learned in the story of Zerubbabel (Ezra 

chapters 1-6). Was the God of Israel still on the throne? Was Jehovah still ruling? Did the Babylonians and the 

Persians bring God’s Rule to an end? Did Persia control the world and the affairs of men, or did God? 
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Was God still very much concerned and involved with His people the Jews? Yes He was! Although God’s 

Name is nowhere seen in this book, God’s hand is seen moving and directing throughout! 

God often works "behind the scenes" accomplishing His purposes! To many, it may seem as if God is not 

working at all; but to the spiritual person, it is obvious that God is at work, moving and directing and controlling 

"all _________________ after the counsel of His own ________" (Ephesians 1:11). Even as king 

Nebuchadnezzar once had to learn, God is still on the throne (see Daniel 4:33-37). God is "over the kingdoms 

of the _____________________" (including the kingdom of Persia!)--see 2 Chronicles 20:6. God is on the 

______________________ of the universe (Psalm 103:19)! 

Not only is the Name of God absent from the pages of the book of Esther, but Satan’s name is nowhere to be 

found. The Devil is not mentioned by name in the book of Esther, yet throughout the book we see Satan’s evil 

hand at work. Satan is active "behind the scenes," working through his man Haman, in a diabolical attempt to 

exterminate the people of God. 

Bad News for the Jews 

Satan’s man, Haman, devised a wicked plot to destroy all the Jewish people in the entire kingdom! He was even 

able to get the king to sign a decree saying that all the Jews would be destroyed and killed on a certain day (see 

Esther 3:13)! Moreover, the king’s decree could not be changed!  It looked like the Jews were doomed to 

destruction!  It seemed as if the nation would come to an end! 

In this terrible situation God began to do His wonderful work! There was one event which changed the entire 

course of history and made it possible for the Jewish nation to be saved. What was this event? We read about it 

in Esther 6:1--the king could not sleep! One night the king had trouble sleeping, and because he could not sleep 

certain things happened in such a way that wicked Haman was defeated and the Jewish nation was saved! God 

is so great that He can even take a king’s sleepless night and use this to work out His perfect plan! It was no 

accident that the king could not sleep on this particular night! 

We should not say that the Jews were just "lucky." No, God was doing His work and carrying out His plan in a 

strange and mysterious way! Esther is the book where God’s Name is nowhere found but where His hand is 

everywhere seen! And this same God is working out His plan and program today! 

The Key Verse 

The key verse in Esther is found in Esther 4:14 (the last part of the verse): "and who knoweth whether thou art 

come to the _______________________ for such a time as this?" Mordecai the Jew was talking to Esther. He 

was hoping that as queen she would go in and talk to the king and try to save the Jewish nation. In this verse 

Mordecai seemed to realize that God’s hand was involved in the situation. He knew that God would deliver His 

people. And Mordecai knew deep down in his heart that it was no accident that Esther became queen (we learn 

about how she became queen in Esther chapters 1-2). It was not a matter of being "lucky." It was God’s purpose 

that she should be queen "for such a time as this." Mordecai was sure that it was part of God’s wonderful plan 

for His people that Esther should be queen at this time. And as we read the book of Esther we find out that 

Mordecai was right! God made sure that Esther was the right person in the right place at the right time and 

saying the right thing! 

The same thing is true for each one of us. It was no accident that you were born into this world and that you 

have the parents that you do and that you live in the house where you live. All of these things did not just 

happen by chance. God has a wonderful plan that He is working out and we need to realize that He is in 

complete control. God is working things out so that you can be the right person in the right place at the right 
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time! Most people are too blind to see God’s hand at work in their lives, but every believer needs to be aware of 

this. The God of the Bible is not only Someone who once lived thousands of years ago and helped people like 

Esther and Ezra. The God of the Bible is also the King of the universe who is working out His perfect plan 

today! Are you letting Him control your life? Are you letting Him rule from the throne of your heart? Don’t try 

to fight against God’s plan! Haman tried this and he ended up dead! 

THE ACCOUNT OF EZRA 

(Ezra Chapters 7-10) 

MAIN CHARACTER: 
Ezra the priest (the Scribe) 

PERSIAN KING: 
Artaxerxes I 

MAIN PROBLEM: 
Mixed Marriages (Jews getting married to pagans who did not love the Lord) 

OPPOSITION: 
Opposition from within: SIN 

Key Verse 

The key verse is found in Ezra 8:22 (the last part of the verse): "The _____________ of our God is upon all 

them for ______________ that ________________ Him; but His power and His wrath is against all them that 

_____________________ Him." Those who seek God will find God’s hand of blessing on them! Those who 

seek God will never be sorry they did! Those who forsake God and turn away from God will be in great trouble! 

We learned the same truth in our key verse from the books of Samuel, found in 1 Samuel 2:30 (see Chapter 5 of 

these notes). God will honor those who honor Him! Those who do not honor God will be in trouble! 

In Ezra chapters 7-8 you will find the phrase "the good hand of God was upon us" six times! Can you find these 

six places? _______________________________________________ God’s good hand is upon those who seek 

Him! This was true in Ezra’s day and it is true today. 

In Ezra chapters 9-10 we no longer find the phrase "the good hand of God was upon us." Even though we read 

this again and again in chapters 7-8, we read it no more in the last two chapters. Why is this? The last two 

chapters tell us about the children of Israel falling into a great sin. Many men married pagan (non-Jewish) wives 

which is something that God had told them never to do (see Deuteronomy 7:1-4). When people forsake the Lord 

and disobey Him, then God must take away His good hand of blessing. 

Because of Ezra’s good example, the people confessed their sin and put away their foreign wives, just as Ezra 

told them to do. When we confess our sins and do what God tells us to do, then once again we can enjoy God’s 

good hand of blessing. After the Jews turned away from their sin, what wonderful phrase do we read again (see 

Nehemiah 2:8 and 2:18)? __________________________________________________ 
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Do you want God’s’ hand of blessing on your life? Are you seeking Him or forsaking Him? Are you turning to 

God or are you turning away from God? Remember, God is a rewarder of them that diligently _____________ 

Him (Hebrews 11:6). 

THE ACCOUNT OF NEHEMIAH 

(The Book of Nehemiah) 

MAIN CHARACTERS: 
Nehemiah and Ezra 

PERSIAN KING: 
Artaxerxes I (Nehemiah was his cupbearer) 

MAIN PROBLEM: 
Getting the walls of the city built 

OPPOSITION: 
The peoples of the land who tried to hinder the work 

(see Nehemiah chapter 4). 

Key Verse 

The key verse in the book of Nehemiah is found in Nehemiah 6:3: "And I sent messengers unto them, saying, I 

am doing a  G______________   W____________, so that I cannot come down!" Nehemiah’s enemies wanted 

him to come down from his work and meet them in a village (Nehemiah 6:2). This was a clever plot to try to 

destroy Nehemiah (Nehemiah 6:2).  Nehemiah knew that he was doing a great work! He was doing God’s 

work! And he did not want anything to stop Him from doing God’s work! He would not let anything or anyone 

hinder him, not even the devil himself! Should believers today let anything stop them from doing God’s work (1 

Corinthians 15:58)? ________ 

Prayer and God’s Word 

Why was Nehemiah so successful in doing God’s work? He had a very simple secret: PRAYER!  Nehemiah 

was a mighty man of prayer! Another key verse in the book of Nehemiah is found in Nehemiah 1:4---"And it 

came to pass, when I heard these words (see v. 3), that I sat down and wept, and mourned certain days and 

fasted and _________ before the _______ of heaven."  

Nehemiah received word that the walls of Jerusalem were broken down and he brought this matter before His 

God in prayer! As we read the book of Nehemiah we see that God answered his prayer in a wonderful way and 

even used Nehemiah to be the man who would lead the people in this great work of rebuilding the walls. 
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Yes, Nehemiah knew how to trust God and depend on God throughout the day! He knew how to talk to God 

throughout the day! Eleven times in the book of Nehemiah we find Nehemiah praying!  One of these times is 

found in Nehemiah 2:4-5 (this was a quick prayer--it was silently uttered in a brief moment of time [in a second 

or two?] so that he would know how to answer the king’s question). As you read through the book of Nehemiah 

can you find the other ten places where Nehemiah prays?  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

In the book of Nehemiah we find prayer again and again; in the book of Ezra we find God's Word again and 

again. In the book of Ezra the Word of God is mentioned ten times: Ezra 1:1; 3:2; 6:14; 6:18; 7:6 (Ezra was a 

great scribe or Bible teacher); 7:10; 7:14; 9:4; 10:3; 10:5. In Nehemiah chapter 8 we once again find Ezra 

reading and teaching God’s Word to the Jewish people! 

God’s people today need to realize the importance of  prayer and the Word of God (see Acts 6:4)! Nothing is 

more important than talking to God through prayer and letting God talk to you through Bible reading. In Ezra 

9:4 and 10:3 we see that the Jews trembled at the words of God. What attitude did Ezra and the people have 

towards God’s Word? Did they take it seriously?  Are you a person of prayer like Nehemiah?  Are you a person 

of God's word like Ezra?  
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CHAPTER 7  

Job and Psalms 

 As we continue on our trip through the Old Testament, we must now leave the history books and move ahead 

into the poetry books. There are six poetical books found in the Old Testament: Job, Psalms, Proverbs, 

Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon and Lamentations. In this chapter we will study the first two poetry books, Job 

and Psalms. 

Hebrew Poetry 

Old Testament Poetry (Hebrew Poetry) is somewhat different from English poetry. Usually when we think of 

English poems or songs, we think of putting words together that rhyme. Here's a simple example: 

JESUS LOVES ME THIS I KNOW 

FOR THE BIBLE TELLS ME SO  

 

LITTLE ONES TO HIM BELONG 

THEY ARE WEAK BUT HE IS STRONG  

In the above example, it is easy to tell which words rhyme. This is poetry based on similarity of sound (words 

that rhyme and sound alike). Hebrew poetry is not so much based upon similarity of sound but upon similarity 

of ideas. In Hebrew poetry two ideas are placed together in certain ways. This is called parallelism. 

What is Parallelism? 

When you think of "parallelism" think of the word "parallel." And when you think of "parallel" think of 

railroad tracks. Railroad tracks are parallel. The two tracks are next to each other and run parallel to each other. 

There are three kinds of parallelism found in the poetical books of the Old Testament. Let's think about each of 

these! 

Synonymous Parallelism 

In this kind of parallelism an idea is repeated! Something will be said and then the same thing will be said in 

different words. Here is an example from Job 4:17: 

Shall mortal man be more just than God? 

Shall a man be more pure than his Maker? 

Notice that the second line repeats the idea of the first line. The same thought (or in this example, the same 

question) is repeated but in different words. The second line echoes the thought of the first line. 

If we think of our two railroad tracks, we can say that both tracks are running in the same direction: 

 

 

In synonymous parallelism, both tracks (statements) are saying essentially the same thing, only using different 

words. 
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Antithetic Parallelism 

In this kind of parallelism an idea is contrasted! One idea will be given and then an opposite thought or idea 

will be given. An example of this is found in Proverbs 12:2: 

A good man obtaineth favour of the LORD: 

But a man of wicked devices will He condemn. 

Here we see that the second line gives a thought in contrast to the first line. The first line speaks of a good man 

and the second line speaks of a wicked man. The good man is blessed and the wicked man is in trouble 

(condemned!). The second line presents a different or opposite idea. 

If we think of our two railroad tracks, we could imagine the tracks running in opposite directions: 

 

 

Synthetic Parallelism 

In this kind of parallelism the second half of the verse expands or develops the thought of the first half. One 

idea is given (first half of the verse) and then this idea is explained in more detail, or new information about this 

idea is given (second half of the verse). An example of this is found in Proverbs 16:5: 

Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD:  

Though hand join in hand, he shall not be unpunished. 

The first part of this verse tells us that God hates those who are proud (God hates the sin of pride). The second 

part of the verse tells us something else about those who are proud. Not only does God hate those who are proud 

but He will punish those who are proud! 

If we think again of our two railroad tracks, we could imagine one track being put down and then the other track 

carrying the idea further along: 

 

Can You Recognize Parallelisms? 

Look at the following verses and write down either synonymous parallelism or antithetic parallelism: 

 

Psalm 1:6     ___________________________________________________________________ 

Psalm 25:4   ___________________________________________________________________ 

Numbers 23:19 (second part of verse)   _________________________________________________ 

Psalm 34:10   ___________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 15:1   __________________________________________________________________ 
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THE BOOK OF JOB 

Why Do the Righteous Suffer? 

An Ancient Book That is Very Up-To-Date! 

The book of Job is probably the most ancient book of the Bible. It was written long before Moses wrote his five 

books (Genesis through Deuteronomy). Many believe that Job lived about the time of Abraham. This means 

that what we read about in this book took place about 4000 years ago! But even though Job is such an ancient 

book, it has a message for modern men! 

Who Was Job? 

There are many people who think that Job was just an imaginary man who never really lived on planet earth. 

They feel that the book of Job is a nice story about a man named Job, but they do not believe that it is a true 

story about a real person who lived in history. 

Before a person begins reading the book of Job, he needs to realize that Job was a real person just like 

Christopher Columbus, George Washington and Abraham Lincoln were real people. 

Read Ezekiel 14:14 and 14:20. Who is the One speaking these words (notice the last four words in verse 14)? 

___________________________________ 

What three people does God mention? 1) ____________ 2) __________________ 3)_____________________ 

Was Noah a real person who lived in history? _____ (Note: See Matthew 24:37-38. Jesus believed that Noah 

really lived in history!) 

Was Daniel a real person who lived in history (read what Jesus said in Matthew 24:15)? _______ Therefore, 

Job is just as real as Daniel and Noah! He was a real man who really lived on planet earth! Can you find a verse 

in James chapter 5 that mentions the man Job? Verse: ______ James knew that Job was a real man who really 

lived! Let's find out what happened to this man. 

The Man Who Lost Everything But His Faith! 

To learn what happened to Job, there are really only three chapters that you need to read. The first two chapters 

tell us about all that happened to Job and the last chapter (Job chapter 42) tells us how this amazing true story 

ends! The other 39 chapters seek to answer the key question in the Book of Job: Why do the righteous suffer? 

As the book begins, we are introduced to Job. What kind of a man was he (Job 1:1)? 

_____________________________________________________________________ (the word "eschewed" 

means "avoided, turned aside from"). 

In chapter 1 verse 6 God has recorded for us information about a heavenly scene. We can actually listen in on a 

conversation between God and Satan! Satan thought that Job served God because of all the good things that 

God had given to him (Job 1:9-10). What did Satan think would happen if all of these good things were taken 

away (Job 1:11)?______________________________________________ 

The LORD then gave Satan permission to touch "all that he __________" (Job 1:11) but he was not allowed to 

hurt or touch Job himself (Job 1:12). 
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Satan has amazing power, but he can do nothing without God's permission. As we read Job 1:13-19, we read 

about the horrible things that Satan caused to happen. According to these verses, what are some of the things 

that Job lost? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Satan thought that Job would curse God when these things were taken away. Was Satan correct (Job 1:20-21)? 

______________Did Job sin against God (Job 1:22)? ________Do you think Job was aware of the conversation 

between God and Satan? __________ As far as Job was concerned, God was the One who had taken away all 

that he had (Job l:21--"the _____________ hath taken away")! And Job was right! Even though Satan did these 

things, we can also say that God did them! God is in control of everything that happens and Satan could never 

have done what he did without God's permission. 

Satan Touches Job 

As we begin reading Job chapter 2 we again are able to listen in on a conversation between God and Satan. This 

time Satan thought that the real test for Job would be to hurt his body. What did Satan think that Job would do 

when his own body was afflicted and in pain (Job 2:5)? _________________________________________ 

Did God give Satan permission to hurt Job's body (Job 2:6)? _____ Did God give Satan permission to take Job's 

life (kill him)? ______ 

Satan went forth and did his work (Job 2:7-8)! Was Job aware of the conversation between God and Satan? 

_____ Did Job know the reason why he was afflicted with such painful boils? ______ 

Satan thought that Job would curse God. Was Satan correct (Job 2:9-10)? _______ Did Job sin against God 

with his lips (Job 2:10)? ______ 

GOD PROVED A POINT TO SATAN AND  

GOD SHOWED ALL THE ANGELS THAT SATAN WAS WRONG! 

Job's Three Friends 

At the end of chapter 2 we meet Job's three friends (verses 11-13). These three friends tried to comfort Job but 

they did not do a very good job! Here's what Job thought of them: "Miserable ______________________ are 

ye ______" (Job 16:2)! These men told Job the wrong thing! They said something like this: "God is punishing 

you, Job! The reason you are suffering is because you have sinned! Suffering is the outcome of sin! We see that 

you are suffering so this means that you must be a wicked man!  Since the penalty must fit the crime, and since 

the penalty is very severe, then you must have sinned greatly against God." 

This makes us think again about the key question in the book of Job: WHY DO THE RIGHTEOUS 

SUFFER? These three friends answered the question in this way: "The righteous do not suffer! Only the 

wicked suffer, and since Job is suffering he must be guilty of sin."  
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As we try to better understand this problem there are several things we need to remember:  

1. Sometimes the wicked do suffer for their sins. For example, some of the Corinthian believers became 

very sick because of sin (1 Cor. 11:29-31), and Ananias and Sapphira both dropped dead because of 

their sin (Acts chapter 5).  

2. In the next life, the wicked (unsaved) will suffer because of their sins. The righteous will prosper in 

heaven, but the wicked will suffer in hell (Matthew 25:41,46).  

3. Sometimes in this life the wicked prosper and the righteous suffer (Psalm 73:3,12,13,14).  

4. Job was a perfect and upright man who avoided evil. How do we know this? GOD SAID SO (Job 1:1 

and Ezekiel 14:14,20)!  

The Real Reason for Job's Suffering 

We already know the reason for Job's suffering: God allowed this suffering in order to prove a point to Satan! 

But remember, Job did not know this! And through all of this suffering God wanted to teach Job something very 

important and make him a better person (Job 23:10). 

In the last chapters of the book of Job, God Himself talked to Job! God gave Job an amazing test or 

examination!  He asked Job question after question! Look at Job chapters 38-41. About how many questions did 

God ask Job? ___________________ 

Job did not have many answers to these questions! He flunked this test! All of these questions pointed out how 

great and how mighty and how wise God really is! God wanted Job to realize Who He was! And even though 

Job flunked the test, he got the message! 

The Key Verse 

The key verse is found at the end of the book of Job, in chapter 42:5--"I have heard of thee by the hearing of the 

ear: but now mine eye _____________________ Thee." Something wonderful happened to Job! He finally got 

a glimpse of God and saw God as He really is! He finally saw how Great God is! 

Here is what Job finally realized: "I finally understand WHO GOD IS!  I do not know why I am suffering, but 

this one things I know:  God knows what He is doing and God knows what is best!  I don't have to understand 

everything!  My God understands everything!"  Job's suffering helped him to learn wonderful things about His 

God! 

There may be things happening in your life or things happening to you that you do not understand. There may 

be things happening to you that you do not understand. You might cry out, "Why is this happening to me?"  

Some things in life are very hard and difficult and we want to know why these things happen. Let's remember 

the lesson from the book of Job: "I do not know why, but God does!  God knows what He is doing and God 

knows what is best for me!  I don't have to understand everything!  My God understands everything and I trust 

Him!" 

The book of Job has a happy ending! How did God bless Job (Job 42:10-17)? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

When we come to the New Testament we learn about the suffering and death of the only really innocent and 

truly righteous Man--the Lord Jesus Christ! Why did the righteous Christ suffer? The answer is found in 1 Peter 

3:18! 
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THE BOOK OF PSALMS 

The Hebrew Book of Worship and Song 

The book of Psalms is one of the best loved parts of the Bible. The book of Psalms was the Hebrew book of 

prayer and praise. As we read the Psalms we are reading the words of men who are praying to God and praising 

God and telling others how great God is! 

The Psalms are easy to find. Just open your Bible to the middle and you will probably be somewhere in the 

Psalms (or at least close to them!). Most of the Psalms were written by David, who is called "the sweet 

_______________________ of Israel" (2 Samuel 23:1). The word "psalm" means "a poem sung to the 

accompaniment of musical instruments." The Psalms were actually SONGS that were SUNG! David was a 

great songwriter and he would sing these songs while at the same time playing his harp (1 Samuel 16:16,18,23). 

David wrote most of the Psalms, but he was not the only song writer. Who wrote Psalm 90 (look under the 

words "Psalm 90" in your Bible)? _______________________________ Who wrote Psalm 72? 

______________________ 

The Key Verse 

There are so many important verses in the Psalms that it is difficult to pick one key verse (you could probably 

find a key verse for each Psalm!). But the general theme of the Psalms is praise, and so the very last verse in 

the Psalms (Psalm 150:6) is a good verse to choose as a key verse: "Let everything that hath breath 

___________________ the LORD. Praise ye the ____________." God wants His creatures to praise Him! The 

Psalms are filled with praise (telling God how great He is and telling others how great God is!). 

The Longest and Shortest Psalm 

One of the Psalms is the longest chapter in the Bible and one of the Psalms is the shortest chapter in the Bible. 

Look quickly through Psalms 110-120. Which Psalm is the shortest? _________ Which Psalm is the longest? 

__________ In this longest Psalm the Word of God is mentioned in almost every verse! Also the name of God 

is mentioned in every verse (either directly or by a pronoun)! God and His Word were very important to the 

man who wrote this long Psalm! (Note: Some people believe that Ezra wrote Psalm 119). 

DIFFERENT KINDS OF PSALMS 

There are many different kinds of Psalms. Let's think about some of these kinds: 

Alphabetical Psalms 

There are 22 letters in the Hebrew alphabet.  In an alphabetical Psalm, the first verse begins with the first letter 

of the alphabet and then the second verse begins with the second letter of the alphabet, etc., until finally the last 

verse begins with the last letter of the alphabet. In English we have 26 letters. If we were to write an 

alphabetical song we would start the first verse with "A" and we would start the 26th verse with what letter? 

_______ 

The most famous alphabetical Psalm is Psalm 119 (some Bibles even have the Hebrew letters printed before 

each section). This is the longest of all the Psalms. It has 22 sections of eight verses each. In each section, all 

eight verses begin with the same letter of the Hebrew alphabet. You cannot see this unless you look at a Hebrew 

Bible (perhaps your teacher can show you this). 
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Hallelujah Psalms 

The word "HALLELUJAH" is a Hebrew word which means "Praise ye the LORD." The HALLELUJAH 

Psalms end with a Praise ye the LORD. 

The shortest Psalm in the Bible (Psalm 117) is a Hallelujah Psalm. Can you find others? 

Thanksgiving Psalms 

Why do you think Psalm 136 is called a Thanksgiving Psalm? (Notice the first and last verses.) What is 

repeated in every verse of this Psalm?________________________  

Praise Psalms 

How many times do you find the word "praise" in Psalm 150 (Just six short verses)? ________ 

Historical Psalms 

Some Psalms take us on a trip back through past history to remember the great things that God has done for His 

people. What are some of the great events in history that we learn about in Psalm 105? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Penitential Psalms 

This word means "repentant, sorry for wrong and willing to make it right by confessing sin and turning back to 

God." Some of the Psalms are prayers of men who have sinned against God. For example, Psalm 51 is David's 

prayer after he fell into a great sin. What verse (or verses) shows us that David confessed his sin? 

___________________ These kind of Psalms help us to know what we should do when we sin against the Lord. 

Imprecatory Psalms 

This word means "to pray for or invoke evil upon." Some Psalms remind us of God's holy anger against sinners 

and how God will judge the wicked and destroy them. One of these is Psalm 58. Notice the strong words that 

David uses when he speaks about wicked men and what God should do to them because of their sins. 

Messianic Psalms 

These are Psalms that tell us about the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus Himself said that the Psalms tell us 

things about Himself (see Luke 24:44---"and in the ______________ concerning Me"). We should go to the 

Psalms looking to find Christ! 

One of the most amazing Messianic Psalms is Psalm 22 (known as the Crucifixion Psalm). This Psalm was 

written by David about 1000 years before Jesus Christ went to the cross, and yet in this Psalm there is an 

amazing description of death by crucifixion. Can you find a verse which speaks of the Roman soldiers piercing 

Christ's hands and feet? Verse: _____ In verse 1 are found the very words which Christ spoke from the cross 

(see Matthew 27:46). Do you find verses that tell us about people making fun of Christ and mocking Him at the 

foot of the cross? ____________ Does verse 18 remind you of what the Roman soldiers did with Christ's 

garments? Can you find verses that speak of the pain and suffering and nakedness of crucifixion? 

_______________________________ 
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There are other Messianic Psalms which speak of Christ's resurrection and his coming again as King! 

Heart Book 

Psalms is a heart book. The Psalmist tells us to "pour out your_________________ before ______________" 

(Psalm 62:8), and this is what David and the other writers do in the Psalms. These men were completely honest 

before God! When they were sad or discouraged or fearful they told God just how they felt. How did the 

Psalmist feel in Psalm 42:5-6? _______________________________ When the Psalmist was happy and joyful, 

he let God and everyone else know it! When David sinned, he poured out his heart to God and honestly 

confessed the wrong that he did (Psalm 51:3-4). As you read the Psalms you are reading that which came deep 

from the hearts of men. What they wrote and what they sang came from their hearts. Whether it was in times of 

sorrow and grief or whether it was in times of great joy and gladness, the book of Psalms shows us God's people 

pouring out their hearts before Him. 

This is just what God wants His believers to do today. God wants us to be completely honest before Him. When 

we pray to God, we should pour out our hearts before Him and tell God exactly how we feel and exactly how 

we think. God already knows what we feel and think, but God wants us to be honest about these things! Can we 

ever fool God? ________ (See the first part of Psalm 139.) If we are sad or lonely or afraid or worried, these are 

just the things that God wants us to talk to Him about. Do you spend time in prayer? Do you pour out your heart 

before Him? Do you talk to God about how you feel and think? Are you honest before God? Do you lift up your 

voice and sing to God? It does not matter what kind of a voice you have, the important thing is that you let what 

is in the heart flow out through the lips in prayer and thanksgiving and praise. The more we read the Psalms the 

better we will learn how to pray and worship and sing and praise God from the heart! 
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CHAPTER 8 

Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and the Song of Solomon 

 

As we continue our trip through the Old Testament we come to three more poetical books: Proverbs, 

Ecclesiastes and the Song of Solomon. All three of these books were written by the same man. Who was this 

man?   (To find the answer, read the very first verse of each of these three books.) 

________________________________  

To really understand these three books, we need to know some things about the man who wrote them: 

King Solomon, the Author 

Who was Solomon’s father (1 Kings 2:1-3)? ______________________ What kind of a king was David (1 

Kings 15:3,5)?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

____ Solomon had a godly father who feared the Lord and served the Lord well. When David was an old man 

he gave his son Solomon some very important advice (read 1 Chronicles 28:9). David told Solomon to do three 

things:  

1. KNOW THE LORD  

2. SERVE THE LORD  

3. SEEK THE LORD (and do not forsake Him)  

Would Solomon follow his father's advice?  At first he did; later he turned away from God and His Word, but at 

the end of his life he turned back to God. 

After David died, Solomon became king over all of Israel. What does the Bible say in 1 Kings 3:3 that shows us 

that Solomon started off well?________________________________ In 1 Kings 3:5 God made an amazing 

statement to Solomon. He said something like this: "Solomon, you ask and I will give. What do you want me 

to give to you?  Ask whatever you wish!"  If God were to say this to you, what would you want God to give 

you? riches? long life? friends? happiness? popularity? possessions? What did Solomon ask for (1 Kings 3:9-

12)? _________________________________________________ Did God grant his request (1 Kings 3:12)? 

________ What else did God give him as a bonus (1 Kings 3:13)? 

________________________________________ 

An example of Solomon’s wisdom is given in 1 Kings 3:16-28. If you had been in Solomon’s place would you 

have thought of this solution? Did the Lord Jesus speak of the wisdom of Solomon in Matthew 12:42? _______ 

Was Solomon able to use his knowledge and wisdom to answer very difficult questions (1 Kings 10:1-3)? 

______ 

In this chapter we will be considering the books which Solomon wrote. We need to remember that the author of 

these books was a man who had been given great wisdom by God. Just as God gave the Apostle Paul much 

wisdom to write at least 13 New Testament books (see 2 Peter 3:15-16), even so God gave Solomon much 

wisdom to write these three Old Testament books.  
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Solomon’s Downfall 

The Lord knew that Solomon’s heart was sinful and God gave him a strong warning in 1 Kings 9:6-9. What was 

Solomon told not to do (1 Kings 9:6)? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________  

Would Solomon heed this important warning? 

At the end of his life Solomon made this wise statement: "For there is _________ a just man upon earth, that 

doeth _________________ and ________________ not" (Ecclesiastes 7:20). Solomon was not an exception to 

this. He too fell into sin and great was his fall! We learn about Solomon’s downfall in 1 Kings chapter 11. Did 

Solomon’s downfall take place when he was a young man or an old man (1 Kings 11:4)? 

___________________________ Did he follow the Lord fully like his father David (1 Kings 11:6)? _______ 

Was Solomon obedient to the Lord (1 Kings 11:10)?_________ We can also read about Solomon’s sin in 

Nehemiah 13:26. 

Even though Solomon fell into very deep sin, he learned from this terrible experience. It is bad enough to sin, 

but it is even worse not to learn from our sin! God wants to teach us even through the sin and bad experiences 

of life. When we fall into sin do we let God teach us valuable lessons that will help us and others in the future? 

Solomon was not smart to fall into sin, but he was smart enough to learn from it, and the valuable lessons that 

he learned are found in the book of Ecclesiastes. 

Proverbs--A Book of Practical Wisdom 

We have already seen that Solomon was the author of this book (Proverbs 1:1). King Solomon wrote most of 

the book, but not all of it. For example, the last two chapters in Proverbs were not written by Solomon (see 

Proverbs 30:1 and 31:1). 

What is a Proverb? 

A proverb is a short and wise saying which is used for a long time by many people. We have many common 

proverbs in English. Here are two examples:  

1) "Haste makes waste"  

Can you think of times in your life when haste has made waste?  

   

2) "Better safe than sorry"  

This is a good rule for driving a car!  

The book of Proverbs is a collection of short sayings. It is a book filled with wise sayings. Each chapter 

contains many proverbs. Usually each verse is a proverb in and of itself. Thus in Chapter 13 there are 25 verses 

and 25 proverbs! How many proverbs did Solomon speak (1 Kings 4:32)? ______________ The book of 

Proverbs has many of Solomon’s proverbs, but not all (Solomon spoke 3000, but there are only 917 total verses 

in the book of Proverbs). The Lord knew which proverbs should become a part of His Bible. See also 

Ecclesiastes 12:9 where we are told that Solomon "set in order many ____________________ ." 
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A proverb is a short saying. It is a truth said in a way that is easy to remember. It is easy to remember things 

that are short and clever. Also proverbs are moral in their teaching. This means that each proverb makes it clear 

what is right and what is wrong. Consider Proverbs 15:1. What is right?______________________________ 

What is wrong? __________________________ Consider Proverbs 15:18. What is right? 

________________________________ What is wrong? __________________________ 

There are as many chapters in the book of Proverbs as there are days in most of the months (most months have 

31 days, although five months have less). If you read one chapter in the book of Proverbs each day, you will 

finish the book in exactly one month! 

Practical Wisdom 

A proverb is a short saying which should regulate and govern the life of a believer. The proverbs teach us how 

to live: what to do and what not to do.  The theme of the book of Proverbs is WISDOM. The book deals with 

practical wisdom--wisdom that is "down to earth" and which helps us in our day to day living. Some wisdom is 

not practical at all. Some of the things that are taught in the colleges of our land are not practical at all. Someone 

has said that a Ph.D. (Doctor of Philosophy) is one who learns more and more about less and less until he 

knows everything about nothing! This is not the kind of wisdom that we find in the book of Proverbs. The book 

of Proverbs hits us right where we live and deals with such practical topics as these:  

1. money  

2. eating  

3. sleeping  

4. losing one’s temper  

5. speaking  

6. working  

7. how to be happy  

8. friends  

9. parents  

10. laziness  

and many other topics! 

Wisdom Described as a Person 

In the early chapters of Proverbs wisdom is often described as if it were a person (a female person!). Wisdom is 

described as a woman! We can see this in Proverbs chapter 9. In this chapter we learn about two women. There 

is the foolish or WORLDLY WOMAN described in verses 13-18 and there is the WISDOM WOMAN described 

in verses 1-5. Both of these women are inviting men and saying, "Please come to me and let me be your 

companion!" What female companion does God want us to have (Proverbs 8:1-12)? 

_____________________________________ 

Suppose you have the WISDOM WOMAN walking by your side as you go down the road. Suddenly you come 

to a place where the road deviates (one part goes straight and the other part deviates and goes the wrong way). 

Where is WISDOM going to go? ___________________________________________________  As you are 

about to turn and go the wrong way, your wisdom companion would say, "Sorry, I can’t go that way, and 

neither should you!" Then you must make a choice: "Should I continue walking with my companion or should 

I leave her and start walking alone?" 
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If you keep wisdom as a companion, then you will be H______________ (Proverbs 3:18). God says we should 

not let her ______ (Proverbs 4:13) but we should E__________________ her (Proverbs 4:8)! 

When we turn to the New Testament we discover that WISDOM is all wrapped up in the Person of Jesus Christ 

(Colossians 2:2-3)!  He is our wsidom! He is the Companion Whom we are to walk with down life’s road! 

Those who find Christ find life (compare Proverbs 8:35-36 with 1 John 5:12)! 

The Key Verse 

The key verse in Proverbs is found in the very first chapter, verse 7: "The ___________ of the LORD is the 

_______________________of knowledge but __________ despise wisdom and instruction." Can you find a 

similar verse in Proverbs chapter 9? Verse: ______ 

These verses speak of two kinds of people--those who fear God and those who do not: 

THOSE WHO FEAR GOD  THOSE WHO DO NOT FEAR GOD  

Afraid to displease God  Care only about pleasing self  

Aware and conscious of God  Ignore God  

Include God in their thoughts & plans  Leave God out of their thoughts & plans  

Respect and honor God because of 
who He is  

Try to pretend that God does not exist  

Take God’s Word seriously  Care nothing for God’s Word  

If a person wants true knowledge and wisdom, he must begin with the fear of the LORD. The fear of the LORD 

is the door that leads into the house of wisdom: 

 

A person cannot get into the house of wisdom unless he goes through the door! Those who refuse to fear the 

Lord and who refuse to go through the door are called F_______________  (Proverbs 1:7). These foolish people 

are also described in Proverbs 1:29: "For that they ___________________ knowledge, and did not choose the 

___________ of the LORD." Have you entered into the house of wisdom? Have you chosen the fear of the 

LORD? Have you chosen WISDOM as your COMPANION for life? 
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Those who go into the house of wisdom will find that the book of Proverbs is filled with much help and 

practical wisdom for daily living. Those who refuse to go into the house of wisdom will have little use for the 

book of Proverbs. To them it will be nothing more than a collection of brief sayings that mean very little! To 

know wisdom one must know the God of all wisdom! 

Ecclesiastes--Making Sense out of Life 

The author of this book is described in the very first verse. Who is the only man who fits this description? 

______________________ 

The Preacher 

The word "Ecclesiastes" is taken from the word that is found in verse 1:  preacher.   So whenever you think of 

this big word, it should make you think of Solomon who calls himself the preacher. This means that Solomon 

was a preacher or a teacher, one who teaches an assembly. What kind of a preacher was he? In Ecclesiastes l2:9 

we learn that "the preacher was ___________." We have already talked about the wisdom of Solomon, and in 

Ecclesiastes 12:11 we learn that he got his wisdom "from one __________________," that is, from God 

Himself! God Himself gave Solomon the wisdom needed to write the book of Ecclesiastes, and "that which was 

written was ___________________, even words of ___________________" (Ecclesiastes 12:10). This book is 

filled with wisdom and truth from the Lord! 

Solomon wrote this book towards the end of his life. It was probably written after Solomon’s terrible fall into 

sin. Solomon had to learn many lessons the hard way. He learned "how not to be happy." He learned what really 

satisfies the human heart and what does not satisfy. He learned the wonderful secret of what makes life 

meaningful. This is what the book is all about. 

Solomon was certainly qualified to write such a book. As king, Solomon personally tasted power, riches, 

women and fame. These are the very things that most people think will lead them to true happiness. Solomon 

learned by his own experience that none of these things can ever satisfy the human heart or give real meaning to 

life. 

The Vanity and Meaninglessness of Life 

One of the key words found in this book is the word "VANITY." How many times is this word found in 

Ecclesiastes 1:2? __________ In the entire book this word occurs 37 times. Vanity means "that which is empty, 

that which is without value and meaning, that which never makes sense and never satisfies."  All is vanity! All 

the activities of life can be summed up in one word: VANITY! All the activities of life (eating, drinking, 

working, studying, living, dying, etc.) are meaningless! Why is this so? What did the Preacher mean by this? 

One of the key phrases found in the book occurs in Ecclesiastes 1:3--"under the __________." This phrase is 

repeated often throughout the book (about 30 times). A similar phrase is found in Ecclesiastes 1:13--"under 

___________________." What does this mean? Under the sun and under heaven there is much activity going 

on! You will find people eating and drinking and working and playing and living and dying. But none of these 

activities have meaning and satisfaction by themselves. If a person goes "above the sun" and "above the 

heaven" he will find God! God is the only One who can give meaning and value to the things of life! Most 

people leave God out of their activities and these activities are all vanity (meaningless and of no value). 

Solomon wants us to see life without God as it really is. Instead of burying our heads in the sand, Solomon 

wants us to lift up our heads and take an honest look at the vanity of life without God at its center. Thus the 

book of Ecclesiastes shows the emptiness and disappointment of life when God is left out. Apart from Christ 
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(who is the Son of God and who is called the "SUN" in Malachi 4:2), man can never be satisfied no matter what 

he does or tries. 

Apart from God, life is meaningless. Think about it! A person is born, grows up and gets into a daily routine. 

He gets out of bed, dresses, eats, brushes his teeth, goes to school or work, comes home, eats, goes to sleep and 

does the same thing day after day, year after year. Finally he drops dead and goes back to dust (Ecclesiastes 

3:20). What profit is there? (The word "profit" is another key word in this book.) Is there any meaning to 

one's daily, monotonous routine? 

Think of a puzzle that has one large piece in the center and numerous other pieces all around it. Let the large 

puzzle piece represent God and let the other pieces represent all the activities of life. Without the large puzzle 

piece in the center none of the other pieces make sense. They all seem meaningless. But as soon as the large 

puzzle piece is placed into position, then all the other pieces suddenly fall into place and make sense. So it is 

with life. As soon as a person lets God be in the center, then all of the activities of life (eating, drinking, 

sleeping, working, living and dying) suddenly make sense and have much meaning. 

When God is allowed to be in the center, then the person can begin to enjoy all of life as a precious gift from 

God! Again and again the Preacher tells us that the things of life (such as eating and drinking and working) can 

be enjoyed as gifts from God and as coming from His gracious Hand (see Ecclesiastes: 2:24; 3:12-13; 3:22; 

5:18-19; 8:15; 9:7-9). The message of good news found in the book of Ecclesiastes is that man can truly enjoy 

the things of life once God is put in the center. 

A Key Verse 

One key verse is found in Ecclesiastes 3:11. In this verse the word "world" should be translated "eternity." Thus 

the verse reads like this: "He (God) hath made everything beautiful in His time: also He hath set (put) the world 

(eternity) in their _________________, so that no man can find out the work that God maketh from the 

beginning to the end." God has put eternity into the hearts of men. Apart from God all the things "under the 

sun" (even the good things which God has given) do not fill the human heart that was made for God. Man wants 

to find meaning in life--from the beginning to the end--but he cannot find this meaning until he comes to know 

the One who is his Creator (see Eccl. 12:1). Only in coming to know and fear God can one begin to find the key 

to questions of meaning, purpose, value, enjoyment and destiny. 

The Conclusion 

As we come to the last two verses of the book, Solomon gives us his final conclusion. Apart from God who 

alone can give meaning to life, we would have to reach the conclusion that all is vanity! But is this Solomon’s 

conclusion?_______ Solomon has a much more positive and satisfying conclusion: "Fear ______ and keep His 

__________________________________, for this is the whole duty of man" (Ecclesiastes 12:13). Thus, 

Solomon’s conclusion is very wise and very simple! He was saying something like this:  Make God and His 

Word the very center of your life and in this way all of the activities of life will take on rich meaning and the 

human heart will be satisfied because the heart is filled with God!  All is not vanity!  All is beautiful 
(Ecclesiastes 3:11)! Yes, there is no real substitute for God!  God has made us for Himself (Revelation 4:11), 

and man will never understand the reason he was created until he comes into a right relationship with His 

Creator. 
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Song of Solomon--A Love Song 

This book of the Bible is called by several names. It is often called the Song of Solomon because Solomon 

wrote the song (see 1:1). It is also called "the song of _______________" (see 1:1). This means that it is the 

chief or best song. How many songs did Solomon write (1 Kings 4:32)? _______________ Out of all of these 

songs, God chose one and made it part of His Word! It is the "song of songs," the best song of all. Sometimes 

the book is also called CANTICLES. This is just another word that means "song." 

The Song of Solomon is a love song. It tells us about the love between a man (Solomon) and a woman (the 

Shulamite maiden). The key word is "beloved" and it is found 32 times. Can you find some of the places where 

this word is found? _______________________________________________________________ 

As we read this book we are reminded that marriage (the God-ordained relationship between a man and a 

woman) is something that is holy, wonderful, right and pleasing to God (Hebrews 13:4). We are living in days 

when a right kind of marriage and a right kind of relationship between a man and a woman is a very rare thing. 

Many today look down upon marriage. Many couples live together without ever having been married, which is 

sinful in God’s sight (compare John 4:17-18). And for those who do get married, often they try to practice 

marriage their own way and do not try God’s Way.  God (the Author of marriage) and His Word must not be 

left out if marriage is to be successful and fulfilling. Divorce is not what God intended and it leads to more and 

more problems. The real and right kind of relationship between a man and a woman is rare today! The right 

kind of love songs are not often heard today!  

A key verse in the Song of Solomon is found in 6:3: "I am my _________________and my beloved is 

__________ ." These are words that speak of a wonderful relationship: "I AM HIS AND HE IS MINE!" 

Another key verse is found in 8:7: "Many waters cannot quench _____________, neither can the floods 

______________ it: if a man would give all the substance of his house for love, it would utterly be contemned 

(despised)." In other words, true love cannot be quenched, drowned or bought! Nothing can kill it! Many today 

say, "I’m in love!" and then the next day they are not in love! Something is wrong! This is not true love! And 

true love cannot be bought ("Here’s a million bucks, please love me!"). If you get a person because of money, it 

is because the person loves money and not because the person loves you! 

As we think of the man-woman relationship we are also reminded of that far greater love relationship between 

the believer and His God! The believer can cry out and say,  

"I AM HIS and HE IS MINE!" 
  

I AM HIS child 
I AM HIS precious possession  
I AM HIS sheep 
I AM HIS bodily member 
I AM HIS pearl of great price 

A 
N 
D 

HE IS MY God! 
HE IS MY Saviour and Shepherd! 
HE IS MY Lord and Master and Head!  
HE IS MY King! 
HE IS MY dearest Friend and Companion! 

The marriage relationship was intended by God to be a wonderful picture of the relationship between the 

believer and the Lord Jesus Christ (see Ephesians 5:22-33). Do you have a wonderful love-relationship with 

Jesus Christ? Are you able to join other believers and say with them: "We _________________ Him, because 

He first __________________ us" (1 John 4:19)? 

Those who trust in the Lord God with all their heart find that they are a delight to God and God becomes a 

delight to them! 
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CHAPTER 9 

Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations 

 

The Prophets 

In our journey through the Old Testament we have traveled through the five books of Moses, the Historical 

Books and the Poetical Books. We have now arrived at the last section of the Old Testament: The Prophetic 

Books. There are 16 prophetic books in the Old Testament, and each book bears the name of the prophet who 

wrote it. For example, who wrote the book of Daniel? _____________ Who wrote the book of Micah? 

_________________ What prophet wrote the book of Malachi? ___________ 

The Major and Minor Prophets 

Often people divide these 16 books into two groups: the major prophets and the minor prophets. There are four 

major prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel. They are called major prophets because their books are 

greater in size (their books are longer and contain more pages and more chapters than the minor prophets). 

There are 12 minor prophets: the last 12 books in the Old Testament. They are called minor prophets because 

their books are less in size (these books are all very small and contain few chapters each). For example, the 

book of Isaiah has 66 chapters whereas all of the 12 minor prophets have only a total of 67 chapters combined. 

Does this mean that the major prophets are more important than the minor prophets? Does the size of a book tell 

you how important the book is? Think about the New Testament. Is the Gospel of John more important than the 

book of 1 John just because it has more chapters?_______  All of God's Word is important!  Jesus said that 

man must live by _____________________________ which proceeds out of the mouth of God (Matthew 4:4)! 

The one chapter book of Obadiah is just as important as the 66 chapters of the book of Isaiah! If God said it 

and if it is part of the Bible, then it is important! Therefore, the minor prophets are of major importance (and so 

are all the other books of the Bible)! 

The Ministry of the Prophets 

The prophets were men that God raised up to give His message to the nation during days of spiritual decline 

(see Chapter 5 of these notes). God spoke through these men. Often the prophets would say, "THUS SAITH 

THE LORD!" and then they would give their message. Turn through some of the pages in the prophetic books 

and try to find phrases like these: 

"Thus saith the Lord" 

"saith the Lord" 

"The word of the Lord came unto me saying..." 

  

God spoke through these men! 

 

Before, During or After? 

Most of the prophets lived during the time of the kings. However, others lived during the Babylonian Captivity 

and some lived after the Babylonian Captivity. The Babylonian Captivity is also called the Exile (a forced 

removal of the Jews from their native country).  
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1. Most of the prophets wrote their books BEFORE THE EXILE (see chapter 1–Crown)  

2. Ezekiel and Daniel wrote their books DURING THE EXILE (see chapter 1–Captivity)  

3. Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi wrote their books AFTER THE EXILE (see chapter 1–

Construction)  

Isaiah–Presenting Israel’s Messiah 

Isaiah is one of the prophets who lived and who wrote BEFORE THE EXILE. The first verse of the book tells 

us the names of four kings who reigned during Isaiah’s lifetime (see the list of kings in Chapter 5). Isaiah 

carried on his ministry about 700 years before the time of Christ. Tradition tells us that this faithful prophet was 

cut in two with a saw during the reign of wicked King Manasseh (see Hebrews 11:37). 

Today there are many people who are trying to cut Isaiah’s book in two! These unbelievers say that there must 

have been at least "two Isaiahs" (two authors of the book). They say that the person who wrote the last half of 

the book of Isaiah (chapters 40-66) must have been different from the person who wrote the first half of the 

book (chapters 1-39). They say that the man who wrote the second part of Isaiah must have lived at least 200 

years after the time of the prophet Isaiah. 

Why do they say such a thing? Here is the main reason: In Isaiah 44:28 and 45:1 a man is mentioned by the 

name of C___________.   Cyrus was a Persian king who lived in the second half of the sixth century B. C., 

about 200 years after the time of the prophet Isaiah. How could Isaiah mention by name a king who was not 

even born yet and who would not be born until many years after Isaiah’s death? That would be like George 

Washington mentioning the name of the person who was elected President in 1980 or 1984! The unbelievers 

who read these verses think that the person who wrote about Cyrus must have lived in the days of Cyrus or even 

later. 

These unbelievers overlook one important fact. The living God is able to declare "the _________ from the 

__________________________________" (Isaiah 46:10), and God knew all about Cyrus hundreds of years 

before this man was ever born! 

Isaiah wrote the entire book of Isaiah! How do we know that? THE BIBLE SAYS SO! In John 12:37-41 two 

passages from Isaiah are quoted. The first (verse 38) is a quotation from Isaiah chapter 53 (the second half of 

the book) and the second (verse 40) is a quotation from Isaiah chapter 6 (the first part of the book), and the 

Bible says that Isaiah (Esaias) wrote both of them! 

A Miniature Bible 

The book of Isaiah is like a "miniature Bible." How many books of the Bible are there? _______ How many 

chapters in the book of Isaiah are there? ______ The book of Isaiah is divided into two major parts: Part 1 

(chapters 1-39) and Part 2 (chapters 40-66). Part 1 has 39 chapters just like the Old Testament has ___________ 

books. Part 2 has 27 chapters just like the New Testament has ______ books.  Also Isaiah 40 (the first chapter 

of Part 2) begins the same way as the New Testament begins, with John the Baptist (Isaiah 40:3)!   Compare 

Mark 1:3.  
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Israel’s Great Messiah 

In many of the Old Testament books we catch glimpses of Israel’s promised Messiah. We have already seen 

this in the Psalms (see chapter 7). In Isaiah’s book we can see the Saviour more clearly than in any other Old 

Testament book. Here are some examples:  

1. In Isaiah chapter 7, which verse tells us that the Messiah will be born of a virgin? Verse: What does the 

word Immanuel mean (see Matthew 1:22-23)? ________________________________________ 

2. In Isaiah chapter 9, which verse tells us that the Messiah will be both God and Man? Verse: 

_____________  

As Man He will be a child who is born! As God He is the Son who is given (see John 3:16) and He will 

be called "the Mighty _____________" (see Isaiah 9:6). 

  

3. Perhaps the greatest prophecy about the Messiah in all the Bible is found in Isaiah 53. Verse after verse 

in this chapter tells us that the Messiah will die for our sins!  See verse 5:  "But He was wounded 

(pierced through) for ______ transgressions, He was bruised for _______ iniquities." The wonderful 

good news found in Isaiah 53 can be summed up in five words (see 1 Corinthians 15:3--"Christ 

________ for ______ sins!").  

Remember, these amazing prophecies about who Christ is and His birth and His death were all written by Isaiah 

about 700 years before Christ was born in Bethlehem! God knows "the _______ from the B 

______________________" (Isaiah 46:l0)! 

Israel’s Great King 

There are many passages in the book of Isaiah that tell us about the promised kingdom, when Jesus Christ will 

rule and reign as KING over all the earth. Consider the following passages:  

1. Isaiah 2:1-5  

What does this passage teach us about the kingdom?  

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________  

  

2. Isaiah 9:6-7 

What does this passage teach us about the kingdom?  

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________  

  

3. Isaiah 11:1-9 

What does this passage teach us about the kingdom?  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________  
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Is There More Than One Messiah?  

As we read the different passages about the Messiah in the book of Isaiah, we discover that this Person is 

described in two different ways:  

1. A SUFFERING MESSIAH WHO DIES. In Isaiah 53 we learn about the suffering and death of the 

Messiah.  

2. A KINGLY MESSIAH WHO RULES FOREVER. In Isaiah 9:6-7 and Isaiah 11:1-5 we learn about a 

Messiah who will be King over all the earth and who will rule and reign forever!  

At first glance it might seem that these passages are describing two different Persons: 1) A Messiah who suffers 

and dies.   2) A Messiah who rules as King. Some of the Jews who lived long ago read these verses and thought 

there must be more than one Messiah! Even in John 12:33-34 the Jews were very puzzled. How could a dead 

Christ live forever?   

Some of the Jews believed that there would be two Messiahs.  The suffering Messiah they called "the son of 

Joseph," and the royal Messiah they called "the son of David." 

The New Testament solves this problem and shows us that there is only one Messiah: Jesus Christ our Lord. In 

the New Testament we learn that there is one Messiah but there are two comings to earth:  

1. The First Coming was when Jesus Christ came to earth to suffer and to die on the cross to save sinful 

men (1 Tim. 1:15). 

   

2. The Second Coming will be when Jesus Christ will come again to judge and rule the world (Revelation 

1:7).  

 

The Gospel According to Isaiah 

The book of Isaiah presents the good news of salvation in a very clear way. It is possible to show a person how 

to be saved just by using the book of Isaiah. This can be done when sharing with Jewish people who accept the 

Old Testament but who do not accept the New Testament.  
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As you do the following matching problem you will discover some of the important truths that the book of 

Isaiah teaches about Christ and salvation:  

   

1. _____  God is perfectly holy.  

2. _____  All men are sinners, like lost sheep who have gone astray.  

3. _____  Sin (iniquity) separates sinful man from a holy God. 

4. _____  Though He was God, Jesus Christ became a man and was born of a 
virgin. 

5. _____  Our sins were laid upon Christ and He died for our iniquities. 

6. _____  Death did not conquer Him, but He rose again so that He could "prolong 
His days and see His seed (those He saves, His children)." 

7. _____  God offers man complete forgiveness of sins.  Our sins will be "white as 
snow." 

8. _____  Man is told to turn from his wicked way and seek the Lord. 

9. _____  Man cannot be saved by good works. All his righteous deeds are as 
filthy rags before God. 

10. _____  Salvation is a free gift, "without money and  without price." 

11. _____  To be saved men must believe the report about Christ and what He 
has done for us. 

12. _____  To be saved man must look unto the only God and the only Saviour. 

VERSES IN 
ISAIAH:  

A.  1:18 

B.  6:3 

C.  7:14; 9:6 

D.  45:21-22 

E.  53:1 

F.  53:4-5 

G.  53:6 

H.  53:10 

I.   55:1 

J.   55:6-7 

K.  59:2 

L.   64:6 

Have you believed this wonderful good news? Are you trusting this great Messiah as your personal Saviour? 

A Key Chapter 

One of the very important chapters in the book of Isaiah is chapter 6. This is a very personal chapter which tells 

us about the man Isaiah and about two things which he saw: 

1) Isaiah saw the Lord! In verse 1, Isaiah said, "I ______ also the __________" and in verse 5: "for mine 

_______ have ________ the King, the ____________ of hosts." As Isaiah caught a glimpse of God, what was 

the one thing about God that he saw (see verse 3): 

a. God's love  

b. God's holiness 

c.  God's kindness 

d.  God's goodness 
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2) Isaiah saw himself! Isaiah saw himself as he really was in verse 5. He first saw how holy God was, and then 

he understood something about himself. What did he say about himself (verse 5)?  

a. "Oh how wonderful I am!"  

b. "Oh how intelligent I am!"  

c. "Oh how happy I am!"  

d. "Oh how sinful and unclean I am!"  

e. "Oh how righteous I am!"  

When a man begins to see his true condition before God (to see himself as God sees him), then he is ready for 

God’s gracious forgiveness and cleansing (read verses 6-7). 

Have you seen and understood God as He is revealed in His Word? Have you gone to the Bible and learned 

how holy and righteous and pure God is? 

Have you seen yourself as you really are before God? Have you seen yourself as sinful and unclean? Are you 

willing to let the great Messiah save and forgive you? 

Because of what God has done for you, are you willing to be available for God’s use and to do His will 

whatever it is (see Isaiah 6:8)?  

God is holy. 

I am sinful. 

The Messiah died for me (Isaiah 53)  

God can forgive 

Lord, thank You, Here am I! 

The Gospel, the Good News of Christ, the Messiah, can be rejected but the Government of God is inescapable! 

If you reject Him as Saviour you must someday face Him as your Judge! 

Jeremiah and Lamentations 

These two books can be studied together because they were both written by the same man, the prophet 

Jeremiah. 

Jeremiah began his ministry about 60 years after Isaiah’s death. He wrote his book about 600 years before the 

time of Christ. Jeremiah spoke his message during the last years of Jerusalem, before the city was destroyed by 

the Babylonians. He faithfully warned the people of the coming judgment because of their sins, even though 

they refused to heed his warning. He spoke God’s message during the reigns of the last five kings of Judah, 

beginning with Josiah and ending with Zedekiah. How many of these kings were good kings (see the chart in 

Chapter 5)? _________________________ 

Jeremiah sounded forth God’s warnings to the Jewish people during the last days of the kingdom of Judah (the 

Southern Kingdom, see chapter 5). What were these days like? The people who lived during these days are 

described by God in Jeremiah 1:16: 

"And I will utter my judgments against them touching all their ___________________, who 

have___________________    _______, and have burned incense unto____________    

___________, and worshipped the works of their own hands (idols)."  
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These were the people to whom Jeremiah was sent with his message of warning and coming judgment! For 

about 50 years Jeremiah was God’s voice to Judah and to the city of Jerusalem. 

The Unloved Prophet 

When Jeremiah preached God’s message, he did not have a very friendly audience! At the beginning of his 

ministry God told Jeremiah just what to expect: "And they shall _________ against thee; but they shall not 

prevail against thee; for I am ____________ thee, saith the LORD, to ____________________ thee" (Jer. 1:19). 

God wanted Jeremiah to know that he would be persecuted by his own people, but that the LORD would deliver 

him and take care of him. Jeremiah was not a very popular preacher! 

Jeremiah’s message was not a very popular message either. Read the message of judgment found in Jeremiah 

19:15. Do you think the people of the land would be pleased to hear this? What happened to Jeremiah because 

of his preaching (Jeremiah 20:2)? _________________________________________________________ 

Jeremiah was a voice for God, but he spoke to deaf ears. Did people hearken to his message (Jeremiah 37:2)? 

______  What did they do to Jeremiah (Jeremiah 37:15)? 

_____________________________________________ 

Later he was dropped into a terrible kind of prison: A muddy pit (see Jeremiah 38:6)! But no matter what they 

did to Jeremiah or where they put him, God was always with him! He was unloved by the people but greatly 

loved by his God! 

Jeremiah’s Ministry 

His parish (the people he preached to):  

AN APOSTATE NATION (people who had turned away from the Lord).  

His message:  

COMING JUDGMENT AND DOOM! THE BABYLONIANS ARE COMING!  

His popularity:  

HE KNEW HOW TO MAKE ENEMIES!  

His habitat (place where he lived):  

OFTEN IN A PRISON  

His encouragement:  

THE LORD WAS WITH HIM AS A _______________ TERRIBLE ONE (Jeremiah 20:11).  

His motivation:  

GOD’S WORD WAS BURNING IN HIS HEART (Jer. 20:9).  

Key Words 

The word "Babylon" is found 164 times in this book! Again and again Jeremiah warned the Jews that God’s 

judgment was coming because of their sins, and that God would send the Babylonians to destroy their city and 

take them away as captives. The Jews did not like to think about Babylon but Jeremiah kept reminding them of 

the judgment that was coming. One example of this is found in Jeremiah 20:5: "Moreover, I will deliver all the 

strength of this city, and all the labours thereof, and all the precious things thereof, and all the treasures of the 

kings of Judah will I give into the hand of their ______________________, which shall spoil them, and 

__________ them, and carry them to _____________________." Jeremiah’s constant message was this: "The 

Babylonians are coming!  God's judgment is coming!" 
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Another key term is the word "backsliding."  It is found 13 times (see Jeremiah 3:22; 5:6; 14:7; 8:5; etc.). 

Because of their sins the nation was sliding back away from the Lord. God can heal the backslidings of His 

people but they must R_________________  to Him (Jeremiah 3:12,22). 

A third key term is the word "obey." It is found 18 times. Again and again Jeremiah gave the people this 

message: "ye have ______ obeyed the voice of the ________________ your God" (Jeremiah 42:21; see also 

3:13; 9:13; 32:23; 40:3; etc.). God’s people refused to do what God said and because of this they were in 

trouble. The same thing is true for people living today. Those who do not obey God’s voice are in trouble. 

God’s blessing is on those who obey and God’s curse is on those who do not obey (see Jeremiah 11:3).  Even 

today it pays to obey! 

"Return Unto Me!" 

One of the key verses in the book of Jeremiah is found in 4:1--"If thou wilt return, O Israel, saith the LORD, 

____________________ unto _______." God’s people had turned away from the Lord and they were living in 

disobedience and sin. In this verse God is calling the people back to Himself! God spoke to the people through 

Jeremiah by saying, "Turn back to God!  Return unto God!" 

Did the people do what God said? Did they return to the Lord? Notice the sad words found in Jeremiah 5:3. 

What are the last five words of this verse? _____________     ___________      __________________     

_____     _________________ God wanted them to come to Himself. They refused to come! Compare John 

5:40. Does Jesus Christ want people today to come to Himself (Matthew 11:28 and John 6:35,37)? _______ 

Have you come to Him, or have you refused to come? 

God is Faithful! 

Jeremiah’s book also has some good news in it! Even though judgment was coming, Jeremiah knew that a 

brighter day was coming also! God is a faithful God, even though His people are not! Because of God’s great 

faithfulness, He is going to do something wonderful for the nation Israel in the future. 

In Jeremiah 31:31-34 God tells about a wonderful new covenant that He will someday make with the nation 

Israel. In the past God gave the children of Israel the law of Moses.  Did they keep this law or break this law 

(Jeremiah 31:32)? ____________________________________ In the future God will do something very 

special. "I will put my _______ in their inward parts, and write it in their ________________ and will be their 

________ and they shall be ______  people" (Jeremiah 31:33). Will God forgive their sin (Jeremiah 31:34)?  

_________ Will they all know the Lord (Jeremiah 31:34)? ________ 

This new covenant will be made with Israel at the time of the kingdom, when Jesus Christ returns to earth as 

KING OF KINGS. Like Isaiah, Jeremiah also tells us about this glorious kingdom. One of the passages that 

describes this great kingdom is Jeremiah 23:5-8. Who do you think is the great King that these verses speak of? 

____________________________________________________________ 

Lamentations 

Jeremiah lived to see the terrible invasion of the Babylonians as they came into the land of Palestine and 

conquered the city of Jerusalem. Jeremiah warned the people that this would happen, and then he saw it happen 

with his very eyes (see Jeremiah chapter 39). 
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What did Jeremiah think about this judgment? Did he rejoice and say, "I’m so happy that these wicked people 

are getting just what they deserve!" No, Jeremiah had a broken heart! He wept and mourned for his people the 

Jews. Even though they hated him, he loved them. 

Jeremiah is known as "the weeping prophet" or "the prophet of the broken heart." Did he really shed tears for 

his people (Jeremiah 9:1; 13:17; 14:17)?  _______ 

After Jerusalem was destroyed Jeremiah wrote the book which we now call Lamentations. The word "lament" 

means "a crying out in grief and sorrow." The weeping prophet was mourning for his beloved city and his 

beloved people. 

 

The book of Lamentations is one of the poetry books (see Chapter 7). It is an alphabetical poem or song (see 

chapter 7). For example, the first chapter has 22 verses and the first verse begins with the first letter of the 

Hebrew alphabet, the second verse begins with the second letter, etc. Lamentations has been called "a hymn of 

heartbreak, a psalm of sadness, a symphony of sorrow and a tale of tears." It is the wailing wall of the Bible. 

 Key Verse 

Lamentations 1:18 is the key verse and gives the reason why Jerusalem is in ruins. The Lord is 

R_______________________ but His people are sinful and have rebelled against Him! But the book of 

Lamentations also has some good news and hope (3:21). God is faithful even though His people are not! When 

God judged His nation He did not destroy the Jews completely. He could have done this and they deserved this, 

but God did not utterly consume them! Why not? The answer is found in Lamentations 3:22-23: "It is of the 

Lord’s _______________________ that we are not _____________, because His compassions fail not. They 

are new every morning: great is thy ____________________________." Because of the mercies and 

faithfulness of God their destruction was not total! God is not through with the nation Israel. He has a wonderful 

future for them! Even though they rejected Jeremiah and his message (and later rejected Jesus and His 

message), God still did not cast away His people (Romans 11:1). God is faithful even though His people are 

not! 

As we read the book of Lamentations, we need to look beyond Jeremiah and his tears and see Someone else 

who is weeping! God’s own heart was broken because of the sins of His people. We must never forget that God 

hates sin but He loves the sinner. The prophet of the broken heart reveals that the sin of the LORD's people 

brings suffering to the LORD's heart. 

Centuries later when God Himself came to earth He did just what Jeremiah had done! He wept over the city of 

Jerusalem (Luke 19:41). In many ways the ministry of Jesus was similar to the ministry of Jeremiah. For the 

most part, the message of Jesus fell upon deaf ears. He was rejected by His own people (John 1:11). The people 

hated Him and even crucified Him, but He loved them. He was so WILLING ("I would have"--Matt. 23:37), 

but they were so UNWILLING ("ye would not"--Matthew 23:37). 

God is never delighted and joyful when people are living in sin and headed for judgment. God’s message for 

people today is the same as it was for the people who lived in the days of Jeremiah:  Return unto Me! Will you 

return or will you refuse to? The sins of the saints always brings sorrow to the saints! 
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CHAPTER 10 

Ezekiel and Daniel 

In this chapter we are ready to consider the last of the major prophets: Ezekiel and Daniel. Both of these men 

lived during the exile (see chapter 9), that is, the lived during the Babylonian Captivity. Let us turn our attention 

first to the book which Ezekiel wrote. 

Ezekiel—Sin, Judgment and Future Glory 

Ezekiel was a young priest (Ezekiel 1:3) who was carried away to Babylon during the reign of King Jehoiachin. 

You can read about this deportation in 2 Kings 24:10-16. Even though Ezekiel was a priest, he was never able 

to serve in the great temple which was in Jerusalem. He was taken away to Babylon, and later the Jerusalem 

temple was destroyed. But God’s H__________ (Ezekiel 1:3) was on this man, and he became a great prophet 

of the Lord in a foreign land! 

We learn in Ezekiel 1:3 that Ezekiel was in the land of the Chaldeans (this is another way of saying the land of 

the Babylonians) by the river Chebar. Chebar was a canal located near the city of Babylon. Ezekiel was about 

900 miles away from his homeland. Many other Jews were there with him, and Ezekiel had an important 

ministry to these captives. 

Ezekiel lived at the same time as two other famous men. He lived at the same time as Daniel and he even 

mentions Daniel in his book. Can you find Daniel’s name mentioned two times in Ezekiel chapter 14? Verses: 

___________ Can you find Daniel’s name mentioned in Ezekiel chapter 28? Verse: ______ Daniel lived in the 

city of Babylon where he served the king. Ezekiel also lived at the same time as the prophet Jeremiah, although 

these two men were separated by 900 miles. Ezekiel was carried away captive into Babylon but Jeremiah 

remained in the land of Judah with the "poorest people of the land" (2 Kings 24:14). 

Ezekiel’s Message 

Ezekiel had a message from God for "the whole house of Israel" (see Ezekiel 39:25). He was God’s voice to the 

whole nation. What kind of a nation was it? In Ezekiel chapter 2, how many times do you find the words 

"rebellious, rebelled"? __________ Whether these people would hear or refuse to hear (Ezekiel 2:5,7), Ezekiel 

was to bring them God’s message, and they would know that there had been a _______________ among them 

(Ezekiel 2:5). 

Why was Ezekiel’s book needed? What purpose did his message have? Actually there were three main 

purposes: 

1. To keep before the people their great sins which had made God’s judgment necessary 

God's people need to see sin as God sees it. The Jewish nation had turned away from God and had disobeyed 

God’s commands. The Babylonian Captivity was not an accident. The Babylonians were sent by God to punish 

the Jewish people and to cause them to repent of their sins and turn back to their God. 
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Who were the guilty ones? Everybody! In Ezekiel 22:23-29 there are four P's to remind us who the guilty ones 

of the nation were: 

1) The Prophets (these were false prophets)–verses 25 & 28 

2) The Priests (the religious leaders)– verse 26 

3) The Princes (the nation’s rulers)– verse 27 

4) The People of the land–verse 29 

Because of their sins, what must God do (Ezekiel 22:31)? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

The false prophets were giving the people false messages. They were saying, "Thus saith the Lord!" when the 

LORD had  ______  spoken (Ezekiel 22:28). These prophets were telling the people that even though they were 

taken away into Babylon, they would soon be returned to Jerusalem and the city of Jerusalem would not be 

destroyed. This was a message that the people wanted to hear, but this was not God’s message. Ezekiel gave the 

people the true message even though they did not want to hear it. In the early chapters of his book Ezekiel 

made it very clear that God’s judgment would come. As things turned out, Ezekiel was right and the other 

prophets were wrong. Twelve years after Ezekiel had been in Babylon he received word that the city of 

Jerusalem had been destroyed by the Babylonians (Ezekiel 33:21). 

Was God unfair to bring such judgment upon the nation? The book of Ezekiel makes it very clear that God was 

right in what He did because this was exactly what the nation deserved. Many of the Jews were saying that God 

was not fair (Ezekiel 18:25,29; 33:17,20) but God’s answer to them was this: "Yet the children of thy people 

say, The way of the Lord is not ______________ (not fair): but as for them, ______________ __________ is 

not equal" (Ezekiel 33:17). In other words, the problem was not with God, the problem was with them! God 

was not to blame; they were! 

People love to blame everyone for everything, and they will even blame God!  We do not like to face up to the 

fact that the person who is really at fault is "ME, MYSELF and I."  We refuse to say what we should say: "God 

is right and I am wrong! The problem is with me, not with God!" The book of Ezekiel also teaches that 

every person is individually responsible before God. We cannot blame our fathers or our mothers or Adam or 

anyone else for the things we do. Every man shall stand or fall according to his own good or bad actions. A 

good father does not automatically produce a good son and a bad father does not automatically produce a bad 

son (see Ezekiel chapter 18).  A son might be strongly influenced by his father and by others, but he must 

decide what kind of person he is going to be and he is responsible for the decisions he makes.  I must decide 

what kind of a person I am going to be, and if I turn out bad, it is my fault alone.  I must not blame others for 

personal choices and decisions which I make. 

2. To give courage to the Jews during a very dark hour in their history 

Ezekiel’s book contains more than just "bad news." The Jews who were living in a foreign land as captives 

needed a message of hope. It was a very dark hour for the nation. Their beloved city and temple had been 

destroyed by the enemy and there was nothing left but ruins. Did Ezekiel have any message of hope and 

comfort? Could any light be seen at the end of the tunnel, or was it all darkness? 
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Ezekiel’s great prophecy (especially the last part of the book) made it very clear to the Jews that a brighter day 

was coming. There was good news for "the whole house of Israel" (Ezekiel 39:25). The same God that can 

judge His people is the same God who can also bless His people. Ezekiel, like Isaiah and Jeremiah, spoke of 

the glorious kingdom that would someday be established on the earth. In the last chapters of Ezekiel (chapters 

40-48) the prophet saw a glorious vision of the great temple that will be on earth during the millennial kingdom. 

This vision of the future temple must have been very meaningful to the Jews who lived in Ezekiel’s day. They 

knew that the Babylonians had completely destroyed Solomon’s beautiful and glorious temple. There had never 

been a temple as great as Solomon’s. And yet, through Ezekiel God encouraged the saddened Jews with a 

message of hope. He told them that in the future there would be a temple that would even surpass Solomon’s 

temple in greatness. Even though the present seemed bleak, the future would be very bright! 

3. To remind Israel that God would take care of her enemies  

It is true that God judged His own sinful people, but God would also judge the other sinful nations as well.  The 

middle chapters of the book of Ezekiel speak about God’s judgments upon the nations (chapters 25-32). Even 

these people would know that God is God! 

The Prophet of the Glory of the Lord 

Ezekiel has been called "the prophet of the glory of the Lord" because his book has much to say about the God's 

glory. In the very first chapter Ezekiel saw an amazing vision of the glory of the Lord. What did he do after he 

saw the Lord’s glory (Ezekiel 1:28)? ________________________________________________ 

In Ezekiel 11:23 we learn that the glory of the Lord departed from Solomon’s temple because of the nation’s 

sins. Soon after this the temple would be destroyed by the Babylonians. In the last part of the book of Ezekiel 

we learn that the glory of the Lord will once again fill the temple during the kingdom age (Ezekiel 43:2). God 

will make known His presence in a wonderful way. 

The Key Phrase 

There is a phrase found in the book of Ezekiel that is repeated again and again. It is a phrase that is found 

almost 60 times in the book of Ezekiel: 

"and ye shall know that I am the LORD" 

or 

"and they shall know that I am the LORD" 

A class suggestion:  During class time there could be a contest to see which student can find the most verses 

which contain this phrase. The students can be given two or three minutes to look for these verses, and at the 

end of that time you can see which student has found the most. It might be best if the students started looking 

somewhere in the middle of the book (not at the very beginning or the very end). 

God is going to make Himself known! God will make Himself known to His people and God will even make 

Himself known to the nations of the world! Someday everyone will know that God is God!  Does the New 

Testament teach this too (Philippians 2:10-11)? ______ 
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What Was Satan Like Before He Fell? 

The book of Ezekiel has a very interesting passage about an angel who fell into sin and became Satan! This 

passage is found in Ezekiel 28:11-16. Did God create a perfect angel or did God create a sinful devil? 

____________________________________________ We can also learn about Satan’s sin in Isaiah 14:12-15 If 

we did not have this passage in Ezekiel 28, then we would know very little about what Satan was like before he 

fell into sin. 

A Man Who Not Only Spoke but Who Also Acted Out God’s Message 

Ezekiel did more than just speak God’s message! He also acted out God’s message. We can see this in Ezekiel 

chapters 4 and 5. Here are some of the things he did:  

1. He pretended that a clay tablet was the city of Jerusalem and he then pretended to attack it in order to show 

what the Babylonians would soon do (Ezekiel 4:1-4).  

2. He laid on his left side for 390 days and then on his right side for 40 days (Ezekiel 4:4-6).  

3. He shaved his head and beard and then did different things to the hairs (Ezekiel 5:1-5). All of these things 

were done for important reasons. He was acting out God’s message in unforgettable ways. 

Today God has not told us to do the things which He told Ezekiel to do. But we should learn something from 

the way Ezekiel "acted out" God’s truth. We need to do more than just speak God’s truth; we need to "act out" 

and live God’s truth. We need to put God’s truth into action in our lives so that when people look at us they will 

see us "acting out the Bible." We are to be "living epistles" and living Bibles, "known and ______________ of 

(by) ______ men" (2 Cor. 3:2-3). When people look at your life, do they see God’s truth acted out? How can 

you act out God’s Word in school? in the neighborhood? at home with your family? at church?  We should not 

just be hearers of God’s Word, but we should be actors or doers (see James 1:22)! 

  

Daniel – The Rise And Fall Of Kingdoms 

Many of us can remember, as young children, hearing the story of Daniel in the lion’s den and the story of 

Daniel’s three friends who were cast into the furnace of fire. God is a great God who can deliver His people in 

wonderful ways, but there is more to the book of Daniel than these stories which are found in Daniel chapters 3 

and 6. 

Daniel was a young man who was carried away as a captive to Babylon about eight years before Ezekiel came 

there. At the beginning of the book Daniel was just a youth (probably in his teens). Jeremiah and Ezekiel were 

also living at this time. The Babylonians were in power. At the end of the book Daniel was an old man (80 years 

old or more). Joshua, the Jewish high priest, and Zerubbabel, the Jewish governor, were alive at this time. We 

read about them in the first part of the book of Ezra (see chapter 6 of these notes) and also in the book of 

Haggai. The Persians, not the Babylonians, were now in power. 

Daniel the Man 

Daniel was a godly and righteous man. In Ezekiel 14:14,20 God linked Daniel’s name with two of the most 

righteous men who have ever lived, Noah (Genesis 6:9) and Job (Job 1:1). In the book of Daniel we learn 

important things about this man, who was "a man greatly _______________________ by his God" (see Daniel 

10:11). 
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1. Daniel was a man of purpose. 

"But Daniel _____________________  in his ________________ that he would not defile himself" (Daniel 

1:8). Daniel found himself in the middle of a pagan nation that did not honor God, but Daniel decided in his 

heart that he would honor God no matter what the people around him did. We sing the hymn, "Dare to be a 

Daniel, dare to stand alone, dare to have a purpose firm, dare to make it known!" What about you? Have you 

decided to honor God even if those around you do not? What if no one else in school bows his head in prayer 

before he eats lunch? Should you?  

2. Daniel was a man of prayer. 

How often did Daniel pray and give thanks to His God (Daniel 6:10)? 

______________________________________________________________________  Because he refused to 

stop praying he was thrown into the den of lions! How often do you pray? Do you let anything stop you from 

praying? 

3. Daniel was a man of the Bible. 

Daniel loved God’s Word and he read it and believed it. In Daniel 9:2 we learn that Daniel read from 

Jeremiah’s book and learned that the Babylonian captivity would only last 70 years. God’s Word was very 

important to Daniel! Is it important to you? 

 

Exalted in the Court 

Daniel lived to see the rise and fall of kingdoms. He saw the fall of Judah (his own people) and the rise of the 

Babylonians. He also lived to see the fall of Babylon (Daniel 5) and the rise of the Medo–Persian Empire. 

Whatever government was in power, Daniel was always given a very high position. God’s blessing was upon 

him (see Daniel 2:48; 6:1-3). Just as Joseph was exalted to a place of leadership and power in the court of 

Egypt, so Daniel was exalted to a place of leadership and power in the court of the Babylonians and the 

Persians. 

A Book About Kings and Kingdoms 

The book of Daniel is all about kings and kingdoms. In chapters 2 and 7 of the book of Daniel we find two great 

prophecies about the coming world kingdoms. Daniel chapter 2 describes the world kingdoms from man's 

point of view, as a great and glorious STATUE made of different metals and precious stones. This statue which 

was seen in the king’s dream is illustrated as follows: 



  
Page 76 

 
  

 

These same four kingdoms or world empires are seen in Daniel chapter 7 from God's point of view as cruel, 

savage, ruthless and devouring beasts (wild animals): 

1) The kingdom of BABYLON is described in Daniel 7:4 as what kind of animal? _______________ 

2) The kingdom of MEDIA-PERSIA is described in Daniel 7:5 as what kind of animal? 

_____________________ 

3) The kingdom of GREECE is described in Daniel 7:6 as what kind of animal? ____________________ 

4) The kingdom of ROME is described in Daniel 7:7 as a dreadful and terrible beast! 

The Four Kingdoms Described in the Book of Daniel 

Daniel Chapter 2 

Different Metals 

(The Kingdoms  

From Man's Viewpoint) 

Four 

World 

Empires 

Daniel Chapter 7 

Different Beasts 

(The Kingdoms  

From God's Viewpoint) 

GOLD Babylon 

7th and 6th Centuries B.C. 

LION 

SILVER Medo-Persia 

6th and 5th Centuries B.C. 

BEAR 

BRASS (BRONZE) Greece 

4th and 3rd Centuries B.C. 

LEOPARD 

IRON Rome 

1st Century B.C. and following 

DREADFUL AND 

TERRIBLE BEAST 
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For hundreds and hundreds of years Israel has been ruled by beasts (wicked Gentile powers); this is still true 

today as most of the Jews are living among the nations of the world. The time that the nation Israel is under 

Gentile rule is called "the T_________ of the G____________________ " (Luke 21:24). During this time, 

Gentile powers will be supreme in the earth. The "times of the Gentiles" began with the Babylonian Captivity 

and will end when Jesus Christ returns to this world to set up His kingdom. For hundreds and hundreds of years 

the nation Israel has been ruled by other nations and by other peoples. The Jews have suffered greatly for their 

refusal to let God be their King and Ruler. 

The Fifth Kingdom 

The book of Daniel actually speaks of five kingdoms. There are four Gentile kingdoms (Babylon, Medo-Persia, 

Greece and Rome), but there is a fifth kingdom also described in Daniel 2:44 and 7:13-14. Whose kingdom is 

this? _______________________________________________________________ Someday God Himself will 

rule planet earth! 

God Will Rule and God Does Rule! 

Daniel wanted the Jews to know two important things: 1) God will rule the world in the future. God’s kingdom 

will actually come to this earth and it will be the greatest kingdom the world has ever known (Daniel 2:44 and 

7:13-14); 2) There was something else the Jews needed to know. God will rule in the future, but He also rules 

the world today! The Jews living in Daniel’s day probably thought like this: "The Babylonians rule the world 

today. They are the ones who are in control. Someday maybe our God will rule the world, but today King 

Nebuchadnezzar rules the world!" But Daniel reminded them that God rules the world today!  He is the 

Supreme Ruler right now! 

A Key Verse 

A key verse in the book of Daniel is found in 4:17: "to the intent that the living may ____________ that the 

___________      ___________ ruleth in the ____________________ of men, and giveth it to whomsoever He 

will."  See also Daniel 4:32-37, the verses which tell us about the time when King Nebuchadnezzar realized 

who the real KING was!). God is ruling the world today! God is in complete control! God rules over every 

earthly ruler, and He removes kings and sets up kings (Daniel 2:21). No one can be a king or ruler without 

God’s permission (see John 19:11)! 

Even today we need to remember that God is still on the throne of this universe. The nations around us may 

seem very powerful (such as the kingdoms of Russia, China, etc.), but God rules over all! We need to let this 

same God rule and reign in our hearts! 

The Babylonians conquered Judah but they did not conquer Judah’s God! God used this wicked nation to 

accomplish His will;  then He judged Babylon (Daniel chapter 5)! Kingdoms rise and fall, but God stays on His 

throne forever! 
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Daniel and Revelation 

Daniel has been called "the Old Testament book of Revelation." The prophecies found in Daniel are very 

similar to the prophecies found in Revelation (and also in Matthew chapter 24). In fact, without the book of 

Daniel it would be almost impossible to understand certain parts of the book of Revelation. The same thing is 

true for Matthew 24. Jesus wants people to understand the book of Daniel (Matthew 24:15) so that they will be 

able to understand His great prophecy found in Matthew 24. For these reasons Daniel is one of the most 

important prophetic books in all the Bible. 

Another key verse in the book of Daniel is found in Daniel 2:22: "He (God) __________ the deep and secret 

things: He knoweth what is in the ____________________ and the light dwelleth with Him." God revealed 

some amazing things to Daniel (about future kingdoms and kings). God is the only One who can reveal the 

future to us and help us to understand what the years ahead will bring.   It pays to be on good terms with God 

and to stay on the right side of God. Those who do not are in trouble! 

The 70 Weeks Prophecy 

One of the most important prophecies found in the book of Daniel is the "70 Weeks" prophecy found in Daniel 

9:24-27. This is the only prophecy in the Old Testament which told WHEN Jesus Christ would come into the 

world. The Hebrew word "WEEK" refers to a period of seven. Usually we think of a week as being a period of 

seven days. But the week in Daniel chapter 9 is a week of seven years. This means that 70 weeks = 70 x 7 = 490 

years. These 490 years represent the entire history of the Jewish nation until the time when Christ returns to 

earth. This chart may help: 

From the commandment to restore and 
build Jerusalem (see Nehemiah 2:1-8) 
which was given about 445 B.C., to the 
coming of Messiah the Prince (Daniel 
9:25) 

7+62 = 69 WEEKS OR 483 YEARS 

 

The Messiah will be "cut off" (violent death) after these 483 years 
(Daniel 9:26). This happened about 30 A.D. 

The Church Age (so far about 2000 years) is not seen by Daniel’s prophecy.  
This entire age falls in between the 69th and 70th week. 

Daniel’s 70th week is still in the future (see Daniel 9:27).This is sometimes called the Tribulation Period. These 

are the seven years before Christ returns to set up His kingdom. 
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Although Daniel’s prophecy may seem confusing or difficult at first, remember that Jesus wants us to 

understand it: "whoever reads, let him _________________________" (Matthew 24:15). May God help us to 

understand the book of Daniel more and more as we grow in the Lord! 

God's government should be answered by human loyalty, especially the believer's loyalty! 
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Chapter 11 

Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah 

We are now on the last part of our journey through the Old Testament. Only a dozen books remain! None of 

these 12 books are very long. They have been called "the minor prophets" because they are each short in length, 

but as we learned in Chapter 9, the minor prophets each have a message of major importance!  This chapter 

will consider the main message found in four of these books, and Chapters 12 and 13 will consider the main 

message found in the remaining eight minor prophets books. 

Hosea–God’s Unfailing Love! 

Hosea was God’s prophet during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and _______________________ (Hosea 

1:1), kings of Judah (the southern kingdom).  At that time Jeroboain the son of Joash (Jehoash) was the king of 

Israel (the northern kingdom). Can you find these kings on the chart in Chapter 5? Note: The Jeroboam 

mentioned in Hosea 1:1 is Jeroboam II. 

Hosea lived at the same time as Isaiah (see the kings mentioned in Isaiah 1:1). Isaiah’s ministry was to the 

southern kingdom of Judah but Hosea’s ministry was to the northern kingdom of Israel. In the book of Hosea 

the name Ephraim is found 36 times (see Hosea chapter 5). This name was used to describe the northern 

kingdom of Israel. Hosea’s message was to the northern kingdom of Israel, which was also called Ephraim. 

To See His Message, Look at His Life! 

Hosea acted out his message by living out his life. God wanted to teach the nation Israel something very 

important and to do this He used Hosea’s marriage!  Hosea married a woman who would prove to be unfaithful 

to him, and who would turn away from him and go after other lovers (Hosea 1:2). God used this marriage 

tragedy in the life of his prophet Hosea to teach the nation Israel an important truth. The unfaithful woman’s 

name was G______________ (Hosea 1:3). This woman loved other men and left Hosea for them. Of course, 

this left Hosea as a heartbroken man. Hosea still loved Gomer in spite of her great sin, and in Hosea chapter 3 

we learn that Hosea took Gomer back to himself and said to her, "thou shalt not be for another man; so will 

______ also be for _______" (Hosea 3:3).   

Did You Get the Message? 

God wanted Hosea's marriage to be a picture of something very important. This was the message: Israel treated 

God the same way Gomer treated Hosea! Hosea’s personal marriage became a picture of God’s relationship 

with Israel. Hosea pictured the Lord and Gomer pictured the sinful nation. 

Israel had been as a wife to the Lord. Israel had a relationship with the Lord that was precious. The Lord had 

committed the honor of His name to her. The Lord cherished her with tender love. But what did Israel do? The 

nation committed spiritual adultery and became unfaithful to the Lord. Israel turned away from the one, true 

God to serve and worship other gods. Through the prophet Hosea God sought to bring His people back to 

Himself. 

The king of Israel during this time was Jeroboam II. Did he do good or evil in God’s sight (2 Kings 14:23-24)? 

________________________________ The people in his kingdom followed his example! The nation had 

turned away from the Lord. 
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Three Great Truths 

The book of Hosea reminds us of three great truths about God: 

1) GOD IS GRIEVED WHEN HIS PEOPLE ARE UNFAITHFUL TO HIM. How does God feel when His 

people are unfaithful and go after other gods? Ask someone like Hosea who has had an unfaithful wife! Hosea’s 

message came straight from his heart. The heartbreak that he experienced was meant to be a picture of God’s 

heartbreak. God is never delighted when His people forsake Him. Jeremiah was the prophet of the broken heart 

to the kingdom of Judah (see chapter 9). Hosea was the prophet of the broken heart to the kingdom of Israel. 

Just as Luke presents the story of the prodigal son (Luke 15), so Hosea presents the story of the prodigal wife. 

Both of these stories reveal much to us about the heart of God! 

2) GOD EVER HATES SIN. God can never condone or overlook sin. Sin is always a very serious thing to 

God. Even today unfaithfulness to God is a very serious sin (see James 4:4). "Spiritual adultery" (James 4:4) 

takes place whenever believers leave their "first love" (Revelation 2:4) and begin to love the world or pleasures 

or anything else more than God. 

3) GOD WILL NEVER CEASE TO LOVE HIS OWN. God hates sin but He loves the sinner. In the book of 

Hosea we learn of the deep love of the Lord, even for His sinning and unfaithful people. He has an unfailing 

love for His own! Look at the following verses and see if you can find the love of God for His people: Hosea 

2:14-15;  Hosea 6:1-3;  Hosea 11:1-4; Hosea 14:4-8. 

Return! 

Because He is a God of unfailing love, He seeks to win back those who have forsaken Him. Even though she 

was sinful and unfaithful, Hosea took back his wife Gomer (Hosea 3:1-3). God does the same thing for the 

nation Israel. One of the key words in the book of Hosea is the word "return" (it is found in the book 15 times). 

A key verse is found in Hosea 14:1: "O Israel, _______________ unto the LORD thy God." See also Hosea 

6:1-2. There is hope for sinners! There is hope for unfaithful people! There is hope for those who are far from 

God! God’s message to such people is simple: Return! 

Who Moved? 

Think about your own life. Are you close to the Lord or have you drifted away? Have you turned away from the 

Lord? 

Think of yourself in a rowboat right next to the dock (but not tied to the dock). As you are sitting there enjoying 

the scenery, the boat gradually starts to drift away. After an hour has passed you are amazed at how far you are 

away from the dock: "We were once so close; how did we get so far from each other?" Well, who moved, you 

or the dock? ____________  If you are not as close to the Lord as you should be, guess who moved?  For 

the solution to the problem, see James 4:8! God’s Word (such as the salvation promise found in John 3:16) 

never moves and never changes. Ten years from now God’s Word will still say the same thing! If we refuse to 

believe John 3:16 that is our fault, not God’s! He does not move; we do!  [A similar illustration:  A husband and 

wife were driving in a car. They had been married for about ten years.  The husband was driving; the wife was 

sitting on the passenger's side by the window.  The wife said, "Dear, do you remember when we rode together 

in the car after we were first married?  We were sitting so close together that someone driving behind us 

probably thought there was only one person in the car.  What happened?"   The husband answered, "Honey, I 

never moved."] 
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Another key verse in Hosea is found in the very last verse (14:9): "Who is wise, and he shall understand these 

things? prudent, and he shall know them? for the ways of the LORD are ___________, and the just shall walk 

in them: but the transgressors shall ___________therein." Compare this verse with Hosea 14:4. God loves us 

and God wants to heal our backslidings (our drifting away from the Lord), but we must choose the ways of the 

Lord! God’s way is always the best way! 

Joel–The Day of the LORD 

The prophet Joel probably lived during the time of King Joash of Judah (see the chart in chapter 5). The Bible 

gives us very little information about this prophet.   We do know the name of his father (Joel 1:1). 

The Locust Judgment 

Joel’s prophecy speaks of a terrible plague of locusts which came upon the land of Palestine (Joel 1:4). The 

destruction that locusts can cause is almost unbelievable. They strip all crops and green vegetation. In 15 

minutes they can completely strip a tree of its leaves. A Desert Locust swarm that crossed the Red Sea in 1889 

was estimated to cover 2000 square miles. Such swarms are like dark clouds dense enough to hide the sun and 

they contain countless millions of these "grasshoppers." Because of the sins of His people, God sent these 

creatures as a form of judgment. As is true with all judgment, the CAUSE was sin and the CURE was 

repentance (Joel 2:12-14)! 

An Even Greater Judgment 

God used this locust judgment to point to an even greater judgment that would come in the future. Joel has 

much to say about this future time of judgment. 

The key phrase in the book of Joel is "the day of the LORD."    Where do you find this phrase in chapter 1? 

__________________ Can you find this phrase in chapter 2? ________________ in chapter 

3?________________ What does the book of Joel tell us about this future time of judgment? 

Please MATCH the following statements about the day of the LORD with the verses.  The verses can be used 

more than once.  

1. ______ There has never been a time like it.   

2. ______ It will be a great and terrible day. A.  Joel 1:15 

3. 
______ Before that great day the sun will be turned into 

darkness. 
B. 
C. 

Joel 2:1 
Joel 2:2 

4. ______ It will be a day of darkness and gloominess. D.  Joel 2:11 

5. ______ It will be a time of destruction from the Almighty. E.  Joel 2:31 

6. ______ It will be a day of clouds and thick darkness. F. Joel 3:14-16 

7. ______ It will be a time when the land will tremble.   

8. 
______ The Lord Himself will "roar out of Zion" and make a 

personal appearance. 
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Today God allows many things to happen that are not right. God is longsuffering (long before getting angry) 

and patient with sinful men. He does not judge a person immediately (by striking him dead on the spot or by 

hitting him with a lightning bolt) every time a person sins or tells a lie or steals. But because God lets wrong 

pass by for now does not mean that God will always do this. The book of Joel reminds us that there is coming a 

future day when God will step into the affairs of men and will personally judge this world and the people living 

in it. God hates sin and must judge sin! 

Joel’s message for sinners is that they need to get their hearts right with God now (Joel 2:12–turn ye even to 

Me with _________ your ________________)! Joel 2:13 is a key verse: "And rend your ____________ and not 

your garments, and ___________ unto the LORD your God: for He is gracious and merciful, slow to 

______________ and of great kindness." For each person who turns to God with all his heart, Joel has good 

news (see Joel 2:14; 2:32)! Each person must choose whether he wants bad news or good news, disaster or 

deliverance. Which will it be? 

Amos–The Righteousness of God 

The prophet Amos was a H ______________, (Amos 1:1) from the city of Tekoa. Tekoa was a city or village 

located about twelve miles south of Jerusalem and about six miles south of Bethlehem. Thus, Amos was a 

rugged shepherd who lived in the southern kingdom of Judah. He lived during the reigns of Uzziah, the king of 

Judah, and wicked Jeroboam II, the king of Israel (Amos 1:1; see the chart in chapter 5). Thus Amos lived at the 

same time as Isaiah and Hosea. 

Sent as a Missionary to the Northern Kingdom 

Even though Amos lived in the southern kingdom of Judah, God send him to the northern kingdom of Israel 

where he would give his message. He was sent to the city of Bethel which was the religious center of the 

northern kingdom. Bethel was a wicked center of idolatry. 

The people of Bethel did not appreciate the ministry of Amos (see Amos 7:10-13)! In fact, the priest of Bethel 

said something like this to Amos:  Get out of here and go home (Amos 7:12) and don't give us God's 

message any more (Amos 7:13)! 

A Righteous God Must Punish Sin 

We have already learned that Hosea ministered to the northern kingdom at about the same time Amos did. 

Hosea and Amos both spoke God’s message to these people who had forsaken God. Amos strongly pointed out 

the sins of the people and told them that a righteous God must punish sin. Hosea, too, told of their sin, but he 

also reminded them of God’s heart of love and of their need to return to God. Thus, Hosea spoke of God’s 

unfailing love and Amos spoke of God’s unbending righteousness!  

The key verse in Amos is found in Amos 3:2: "I will ________________ you for all your 

_______________________ (sins)." A righteous God can not overlook sin or ignore sin or minimize sin! A 

righteous God must judge sin! This is why God spoke through Amos and said to His sinful people: "Prepare to 

_________ thy _____________ , O Israel!" (Amos 4:12). 
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A Time of Prosperity 

What was the northern kingdom like in the days of Amos? Jeroboam II was the wicked king who sat on the 

throne. How many years did he reign (2 Kings 14:23)? ________ This was a long reign, and during these years 

the people of the northern kingdom enjoyed great prosperity. They had wealth and luxury and security. There 

were no great wars to worry about. Everything seemed wonderful and well on the outside, but the problem was 

on the inside! The people had a heart problem! The people had turned away from the Lord and were living in 

sin and idolatry. They thought everything was wonderful and well, but along came Amos and told them that 

everything was terrible and that trouble and judgment were coming! 

The Present is Bleak but the Future is Bright 

Amos the Herdsman was not just a prophet of doom! He also had a message of hope, which is especially seen in 

the last verses of the book (Amos 9:11-15). This passage teaches that Israel’s future king will be from the line 

of David (v.11), Israel will be supreme over all the nations (v.12), the land will be fruitful (v.13), cities will be 

rebuilt (v.14) and the nation will be permanently settled in her own land (v.15). These wonderful promises will 

be fulfilled when Christ returns to this earth as King! The message of Amos:  Abused privileges bring 

abundant punishment! 

Obadiah–The Doom of Edom 

Obadiah is the shortest book in the Old Testament: just 21 verses! The Bible tells us very little about the prophet 

Obadiah. His name means "servant of the Lord" and the Lord used His servant Obadiah to give us this small 

book with Its important message. When you think of the book of Obadiah, always think of one word: Edom. 

The first verse says, "The vision of Obadiah. Thus saith the Lord GOD concerning ______________."  This 

short book is about one thing: God’s judgment upon Edom!  

What was Edom? Edom was a nation of people. These people were the descendants of Esau. Esau was Jacob’s 

brother. In Genesis 25:30 we learn that Esau was also called ___________ (which means "red"). Esau and Jacob 

were twins. Esau was the elder (he came out first) and Jacob was the younger (he came out second). According 

to Genesis 25:23 God promised that the elder (who was this? ___________) would serve the younger (who was 

this? _______________).  We also learn that Esau was more concerned about having soup than he was about 

having a relationship with God (Genesis 25:29-34; Hebrews 12:16). The same thing could be said about Esau’s 

descendants. The Edomites did not care very much about having a relationship with God. In fact, century after 

century they were the enemies of God’s people Israel! 

The nation of Edom’s biggest sin was that of PRIDE: "the _______________ of thine heart hath 

______________________ thee" (Obadiah 1:3). To understand this we need to know something about the city 

where these people lived. The capital of Edom was the city of Sela (later called Petra), which was located south 

of the Dead Sea. This city was perched high on a cliff and the only way to get to the city was through a very 

narrow gorge. Because of this narrow entrance and the impossibility of getting to the city any other way, only a 

handful of Edomite soldiers was needed to guard the city against a great army! These people felt absolutely safe 

and secure! They felt that it was impossible for any enemy to ever conquer them! Their "cliff-city" dwelt "in the 

clefts of the ______________" (Obadiah 1:3) and they did not think that anyone would ever conquer them or 

bring them down! They thought they were invincible! 
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Today if you were to visit the city of Petra you would find the beautiful ruins of this cliff city. You would not 

find any Edomites living there! They have long since been destroyed! They thought that no one could bring 

them down, but God could! "Though thou exalt thyself as the _________________ and though thou set thy 

nest among the ______________, thence will I _________________ thee _________ saith the 

_______________." (Obadiah 4). 

One of the reasons God judged this people was because of the way they treated God’s people Israel (verses 10-

14). These verses show us that Edom was hostile and cruel to Israel. Long ago God set forth this important 

principle: "And I will bless them that bless thee, and ________________him that curseth thee" (Genesis 12:3). 

The Edomites cursed Israel and as a result they found themselves cursed by God. 

The book of Obadiah should warn believers about the dangerous sin of pride. We might do well in the Christian 

life and then we might take our eyes off the Lord, thinking that we will never fall! But God’s Word says, 

"Wherefore (therefore) let him that thinketh he ___________________ take heed (Watch out!) lest he 

_________" (1 Cor. 10:12). Trust God, He can deliver and save (v. 21 in Obadiah–a key verse). Let’s learn a 

lesson from the Edomites! That which is of the flesh will fail and fall!  
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CHAPTER 12 

Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah 

In this chapter we want to consider five more of the minor prophets. All five of these books were written before 

the exile (see chapter 9), that is, before the Babylonian Captivity. Let us now look at these books one by one: 

Jonah–God's Love For All the World 

Perhaps no book in the Bible has been attacked and ridiculed more than the book of Jonah! Unbelievers proudly 

say that it is absolutely impossible for a man to be swallowed alive by a whale and to be spit up three days later 

alive! They say that the story of Jonah could not have really happened and that it is just a big "fish story" (a 

whale of a tale), a fable or a make-believe story like Gulliver's Travels or Peter Pan. 

We must always remember what Jesus said about God’s Word: "thy Word is ______________" (John 17:17). 

In the book of 2 Kings we learn that Jonah was a very real person who lived about the time of wicked King 

Jeroboam II (the King of Israel). In 2 Kings 14:25 we read these words: ". . .according to the word of the LORD 

God of Israel, which He spoke by the hand of his servant ________________, the son of Amittai (see Jonah 

1:1), the prophet, which was of Gathhepher."  Jeroboam was a real king (2 Kings 14:23). Israel was a real 

nation. And Jonah was not a figment of the imagination. He was a real prophet who had a real father and who 

came from a real town. 

Was this man Jonah really swallowed by a large sea creature? Let’s see what Jesus Himself said about Jonah 

and the whale: "Jonas (Jonah) was three days and three nights in the 

_______________________________________"  (Matthew 12:40; compare Jonah 1:17). Did Jesus believe that 

the account of Jonah actually happened? ____ Did Jesus believe that Jonah really went and preached to the 

people of Nineveh (Matthew 12:41)? ______  JESUS SAID IT! I BELIEVE IT! THAT SETTLES IT!  The 

story of Jonah is not only amazing and interesting and exciting, but it is also true! 

Jonah’s Assignment 

Jonah had a God-given assignment. God spoke to His prophet Jonah and said, "Arise, go to 

_______________________, that great city, and cry against it (preach against their sin); for their 

_____________________________ is come up before Me" (Jonah 1:2). Jonah was given this assignment 

almost 800 years before Christ was born in Bethlehem. At this time Nineveh was a great Assyrian city. God told 

Jonah to go to this heathen city and to preach to these heathen people. And remember, the Assyrians were 

Israel’s enemies! 

The Most Dreadful Power on Earth 

The Assyrian army was the most feared army in all of the Near East. These people were very warlike and very 

cruel. They would use psychological warfare. This means that they would try to put fear into the minds of their 

enemies. The Assyrians would first terrify and then they would conquer. Often people were half defeated before 

they were even attacked. In Isaiah 36 we read about the Assyrians who were about to attack Jerusalem and how 

they tried to first frighten the Jews. 
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The Assyrians would do cruel and frightful things as they conquered city after city. They would sometimes take 

a captured enemy and skin him alive. They would also cut off the heads of their enemies and pile them up in the 

form of a pyramid. Those still within the city would see things like this and be terrified. During a later period 

the Assyrians would surround a city and if they caught anyone trying to escape, they would kill him and hang 

him up on a pole or wooden stake so that everyone in the city could see the victim. The Assyrians showed no 

mercy and for many years they were the most powerful kingdom in this part of the world. Later on (after 

Jonah’s time), it was these very same Assyrians who destroyed the northern kingdom of Israel and carried away 

the people as captives (see chapter 5). God used this wicked nation to punish His sinful people. 

Jonah was sent by God to these wicked Assyrians! Now you can better understand what God meant when He 

spoke of "their wickedness" (Jonah 1:2)! 

Why Did Jonah Run the Opposite Way? 

Read Jonah 1:3. Can you find the city of Nineveh on a Bible map? Jonah got on a ship which was heading west 

on the Mediterranean Sea! Was he going in the right direction or was he going in the opposite direction from 

which God told him to go? ___________________________________________________________________ 

Why did Jonah fail to carry out God’s assignment? Some say that Jonah was afraid to go to Nineveh. But in 

Jonah 1:11-12 we learn that Jonah was a man of great courage. He certainly was not afraid to die! Some say that 

Jonah was a very weak and inferior prophet who had all kinds of spiritual problems. But in 2 Kings 14:25 Jonah 

the prophet is called God’s S__________________. Also Jonah himself boldly and proudly said, "I 

______________ the LORD, the God of heaven" (Jonah 1:9). Jonah was a man of prayer (chapter 2) who knew 

how to come before a holy God (see Jonah 2:4,7). God used Jonah’s preaching in a mighty way (chapter 3). 

Even Jesus recognized Jonah’s greatness as a preacher and He compared Jonah to Himself: "and behold, a 

_______________________ than Jonas (Jonah) is here" (Matthew 12:41). 

Why did Jonah fail to carry out God’s assignment? Why did Jonah flee in the opposite direction? The answer is 

found in the last part of Jonah 4:2 "Therefore I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a 

______________God, and ________________, slow to _______________ and of great 

______________________ and repentest thee of the evil." (Jonah 4:2) 

Jonah knew what the cruel and warlike Assyrians were really like. Jonah knew that these people were the 

enemies of God and the enemies of God’s people, the Jews. Jonah knew about the great "wickedness" of these 

people (Jonah 1:2). Jonah was a man who knew about the holiness of God and the justice of God (sin must be 

punished). Jonah was a godly Jew who hated sin and who wanted sin to be punished. He did not want God to 

spare the Assyrians who lived in Nineveh; he wanted God to judge them. He refused to go to Nineveh because 

he was afraid God might not destroy this city. The Assyrians had never shown any mercy to their enemies, so 

why should God show mercy to them? God should judge them, not be gracious to them! God should pour out 

His wrath against them quickly, instead of being slow to anger! Jonah thought that these people should get just 

what they deserved, and he was right! But Jonah needed to learn a lesson about the grace and longsuffering of 

God! (Note: the great man of God Moses had to learn a similar lesson in Numbers chapter 20.) 

Special Delivery! 

The fact that Jonah was swallowed by a great sea creature was no accident. It was not Jonah’s "lucky day." The 

Bible tells us that "the LORD had _____________________ a great fish to _____________________ up Jonah" 

(Jonah 1:17).  God had the right animal in the right place at the right time to accomplish His will!  (Notice what 

else God prepared in Jonah 4:6,7,8.) 
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God gave Jonah the same assignment a second time (Jonah 3:1-2). Did Jonah obey (Jonah 3:3)? ______ Did 

Jonah preach (Jonah 3:4)? _______ Did the people of Nineveh believe the message (Jonah 3:5)? _____ Did the 

Assyrians turn from their evil way (Jonah 3:10)? ______ Did the Assyrians repent (Matthew 12:41)? _____  

Did God judge them or did God spare them (Jonah 3:10)? ____________________ Was Jonah happy or angry 

(Jonah 4:1)? ______________ 

The heathen sailors were more concerned for Jonah than Jonah was for the heathen Assyrians. The sailors did 

not want Jonah to be destroyed (Jonah 1:12-14), but Jonah wanted the Assyrians to be destroyed (Jonah 3:10 

and 4:1). Also Jonah was more concerned for a gourd (a plant) than he was for a city filled with thousands of 

people. He had pity on the plant and was angry when the worm destroyed it (Jonah 4:6-9), but he had no pity for 

the people of Nineveh (Jonah 4:10-11). He wanted them destroyed! 

Concern for the Lost 

The world is filled with wicked people who deserve to be judged and destroyed by a holy God. But the good 

news found in the Bible is this: "For God so loved the  _____________" (John 3:16). If the Lord should mark 

iniquities and hold our sins against us, none of us would stand (compare Psalm 130:3), not even Jonah! But 

"there is ______________________ with thee" (Psalm 130:4). Jonah was angry because God was so gracious 

(Jonah 4:2). We ought to be thankful every day that God is gracious and slow to anger! If this were not true, we 

would all be doomed! It is not just the Assyrians who have sinned. The Bible says, "________ have sinned" 

(Romans 3:23)! But the good news is that "salvation is of the _____________" (Jonah 2:9)! 

Are you concerned for lost men, women, boys and girls? God has a wonderful message of salvation that He 

wants all men to hear (Mark 16:15). Are you willing to help take this message to lost people? What are some of 

the ways you can help to do this? 

The book of Jonah reminds us of the wonderful truth taught in Romans 3:29! God has a heart of love and 

compassion for all men and He desires all men to be saved (1 Timothy 2:3-4). Do you? 

The Greatest Sign of All 

Read Jonah 1:17. Jonah’s stay in the belly of the great fish was a sign! It was a sign that pointed to the greatest 

event in the history of the world.  Jesus spoke of this sign in Matthew 12:39-40 and Matthew 16:4. Notice the 

words of Matthew 12:40–"As Jonah . . . so the Son of Man." Jonah was in the whale; Jesus was in the earth. 

After three days Jonah came out; after three days Jesus rose again, and came forth from the tomb in victory! 

Jonah’s experience in and out of the whale was a clear sign that pointed to the resurrection of Jesus Christ! 

After Jonah came forth from the fish, God’s message went forth to the Gentiles (the Assyrians). After Jesus 

arose from the dead, God’s message went forth to the Gentiles (into all the world--Mark 16:15). Every believer 

living today is a walking proof of God’s love and concern for all men! God’s love is expansive (expanding and 

spreading out to all) not exclusive (limited only to a few). 

Micah–The King Born in Bethlehem 

Micah was a Hebrew prophet who lived more than 700 years before Christ. He lived at the same time as another 

great prophet. What was his name (Isaiah 1:1)? ___________________ In Isaiah chapter 1 we learn something 

about the spiritual condition of the Jewish people who lived during the days of Micah and Isaiah. Read Isaiah 

1:2-6,16,18. How are these people described? 

____________________________________________________________________________________ How 

would you describe the people that live in our nation today? 
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During the time of Micah the Jewish people were divided into two kingdoms:  the southern kingdom called 

Judah, with its capital in Jerusalem, and the northern kingdom called Israel, with its capital in Samaria.   God 

gave Micah special messages about what two cities (Micah 1:1)? 1)___________________   2) 

____________________ Can you locate these two cities on a Bible map?    

The name Micah means "Who is like the LORD?" How would you answer this question? Is there anyone else 

that can do what God can do (see Micah 7:18)? ______   Many years before, Moses had asked this same 

question (see Exodus 15:11). How would you answer this question? 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Jewish people who lived in the days of Micah needed to know that there was no one like the Lord! Many of 

the Jews had turned away from the Lord and were worshipping idols. If God is the only God, then idolatry is 

foolish, sinful and wrong. 

The Christmas Prophets 

Isaiah and Micah are sometimes called "The Christmas Prophets." They both lived at the same time (about 700 

years before Christ came) and they both wrote about the birth of the Messiah. 

Isaiah’s "Christmas words" are found in Isaiah 7:14 and 9:6-7 (see Chapter 9). These verses clearly foretold that 

God would be born as a baby and that He would be born of a virgin. Micah’s famous "Christmas words" are 

found in Micah 5:2--"But thou, _____________________ Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands 

of Judah, yet out of thee shall He come forth unto me that is to be ___________________ in Israel; whose 

goings forth have been from of old, from __________________________." The everlasting God will be born 

in Bethlehem! And remember, Micah wrote these words 700 years before the birth of Christ ever happened! 

Seven hundred years later the wise men came to Jerusalem asking, "Where is He that is born King of the 

Jews?" (Matthew 2:1-2). The Jews knew where to find the correct answer! They looked in the book of Micah 

and they knew that the birthplace of the Messiah must be B_______________________ (Matthew 2:5-6). The 

wise men went to this small shepherding town and they worshipped the King! 

The Message God Gave Micah 

Micah was a great prophet of the Lord. We even read about Micah in Jeremiah’s book (see Jeremiah 26:18-19) 

which speaks of the ministry Micah had during the days of King Hezekiah. 

As we think about the book of Micah, what is the message that God gave to the Jewish people so long ago? 

Several things could be said: 

1) Ritualism is no substitute for righteousness. Ritualism is going through the outward motions and being 

"religious" on the outside without being right on the inside. God wants righteousness on the inside and on the 

outside. In the days of Micah the Jews were very religious but they were not righteous (see Isaiah chapter 1). 

God wants a right heart and a right relationship with Himself: "He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and 

what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do _______________ (righteously) and to love ______________, 

and to walk _______________ with thy God" (Micah 6:8--one of the key verses in the book). 

2) Sin leads to certain judgment. Sin (man’s wrong attitude and action) leads to the judgment of God. God 

cannot bless sin; He must judge it! When men go against God, God must go against them. Persistent sin leads to 

sure ruin! Did the Jews have a problem with sin in the days of Micah (Micah 1:5)? ______ 
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3) God has a solution to man’s problem. God’s solution to man’s problem is found in the Person of the Saviour 

who would someday come out of Bethlehem (Micah 5:2)! He wants to rule in man’s heart today (Micah 6:8), 

and in the future He will rule over the entire world (Micah 4:1-7--the kingdom!). 

4) God delights to pardon and forgive. God hates sin but He loves the souls of sinners!  What verses in Micah 

chapter 7 show us that God is a pardoning and forgiving God? ________________ We learned the same thing 

about God in Jonah 4:2! 

Have You Heard God’s Message? 

God’s message must be heard and heeded! Micah had a wonderful message from God about a Saviour who 

would be born in Bethlehem and about a God who is ready to forgive sinners. But if people do not have ears to 

hear this message, then it will do them no good. 

Three times in his book Micah reminds us of the importance of hearing God’s message: 

Micah 1:2--"________________, all ye people!" 

Micah 3:1--"And I said, ________________, I pray you!" 

Micah 6:1--"________________ ye now what the LORD saith!" 

Jesus Christ said, "He that hath an ___________ let him ______________" (Revelation 2:7). 

Ritualism is no substitute for righteousness! 

Nahum–The Doom of Nineveh 

There are two minor prophets who speak of God’s judgment upon heathen peoples. As we have already studied 

(in Chapter 11), the book of Obadiah is all about the doom of Edom. The book of Nahum is all about the doom 

of Nineveh--that great capital city of the Assyrian empire!  

Nineveh was called "that _______________ city" (Jonah 1:2). This immense city was located by the Tigris 

River (can you find it on the map?).  This city was surrounded by great walls which were perhaps as much as 40 

feet thick. It was said that six chariots could ride abreast on the top of these massive walls. 

When Nahum gave his prophecy it seemed very unlikely that the great Assyrian empire would ever fall. The 

Assyrian nation was at the height of its power and it was known and feared as the greatest military power in that 

part of the world (see our study of Jonah). But the same God who could bring down proud Edom (see Obadiah 

1:3-4) is the same God who could bring down proud Assyria! 

Nineveh was great in another way. Nineveh was great in SIN and WICKEDNESS. "Woe to the 

__________________ city" (Nahum 3:1). It was a bloody, cruel and sinful city! 

Jonah–Part 2 

The book of Nahum could be called Part 2 of the book of Jonah. In the book of Jonah we also learned about the 

Assyrians. When Jonah preached God’s message to them the people of Nineveh "believed ______" (Jonah 3:5) 

and "they turned from their ______________ way" (3:10). As a result God spared the city and did not judge it 

(Jonah 3:10). 
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In the days of Jonah the Assyrians turned from their evil way, but later they turned back to their evil way! The 

repentance in the days of Jonah was only temporary, not permanent. The new generations that rose up repeated 

the former wickedness (see Jonah 1:2). The people living in Nineveh in Jonah’s day were headed on a collision 

course. They only had 40 days until God’s judgment would fall (Jonah 3:4). But these people changed their 

direction (Jonah 3:5-10) and God spared them! Later the Assyrians changed their direction again and once 

more they put themselves on a collision course. Once again they were headed straight for judgment! 

God is very longsuffering and slow to anger. He gave the wicked Assyrians much longer than 40 days! In fact 

He gave them much longer than 40 years! The great city of Nineveh was finally destroyed in 612 B.C. as it was 

invaded and ruined by the Babylonians and the Medes. This was almost 200 years after Jonah preached to the 

same city! God delayed His judgment for almost 200 years, but finally the judgment came (see Nahum 

3:7,15,19)! The city was doomed and in 612 B.C. it was destroyed, and for more than 2000 years the city lay in 

ruins. Only recently (in 1843) have the ruins of the city been discovered and excavated (dug up). 

God is Longsuffering...But 

"The Lord is ________________ to______________________ " (Nahum 1:3), but this does not mean that His 

judgment will never come! The God who is slow to anger is also the God who "will not at all acquit the 

_____________" (Nahum 1:3). This means that the wicked must be punished for their sins. God cannot 

overlook sin and pretend that it does not exist. 

People must choose to either go God’s way (the salvation course) or to go against God's way (the collision 

course). Those who choose to go against God’s way must realize that the day of collision (judgment) will come, 

even if it does not come today. Judgment is inevitable and inescapable! It is just a matter of time. 

There is only one way to be on a salvation course. There is only one way to enjoy God’s goodness instead of 

having to face God’s judgment. The secret is found in Nahum 1:7: "The LORD is ___________, a strong hold 

in the day of trouble; and He knoweth them that ________________ in Him." Do you trust in the goodness of 

God and in the God who is good? ______ If not, then prepare to meet the Judge! Vengeance belongs to God! 

Habakkuk–The Just Shall Live By Faith 

The book of Habakkuk was written shortly before the Babylonian invasion which is spoken of in chapter 1, 

verses 5-9. The prophet Habakkuk was a man who was perplexed. We could call him Mr. Question Mark! He 

had certain questions which he wanted God to answer. 

Habakkuk was concerned about the problem of sin and evil in the world. He knew that his God was perfectly 

holy: "Thou art of ___________________ eyes than to behold ____________, and canst not look on 

_________________" (Habakkuk 1:13). He also called God "mine_______________ One" (Habakkuk 1:12). 

How can this kind of a God allow sin and evil? If God is holy and hates sin and evil, how can He allow it? 

Habakkuk’s Two Questions 

Question Number 1--Why does God permit evil? See Habakkuk 1:2-4. Habakkuk saw the evil and sin that was 

around him. The Jewish people had turned away from the Lord "Why doesn’t God do anything? Why does it 

seem as though evil is in control? Why doesn’t God’s judgment go forth? How can God allow evil and sin to go 

on and on?" 
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God’s Answer--Though it may seem as though evil is in control, God is really in control. God will do 

something about sin and His judgment will go forth! God will not allow sin to go on forever. In Habakkuk 1:5-

11 God tells his prophet that the Babylonians (Chaldeans) will soon come to invade and conquer the Jews. God 

will judge the Jews by using the Babylonians! 

Question Number 2--God’s answer to the first question puzzled Habakkuk even more and made him ask 

another question: Why would God permit His people to be punished by a nation more wicked than they 

(Habakkuk 1:13)? God was using the Babylonians to spank His people Israel. Why would God spank the Jews 

with a people who were more wicked than the Jews? Why?   

God’s Answer--Habakkuk asked good questions and most importantly of all He asked the right Person! God 

knows what He is doing (Habakkuk 2:20)! God is also going to judge the wicked Babylonians! The real answer 

is found in the key verse of the book, Habakkuk 2:4: "Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright in him: 

but the __________ shall ____________ by his faith." This verse teaches that pride leads to death but faith 

leads to life! It speaks of two groups: "one group which is crooked is flowing toward destruction; the other 

group, by faith, is moving toward God" (J.Vernon McGee). This verse is so important that it is quoted three 

times in the New Testament: Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11 and Hebrews 10:38.  Believe God and thou shalt 

live (see John 6:47; 1 John 5:11-12)! Faith is the key to life! 

God wants to bring each one of us from questions to faith. The book of Habakkuk begins with an interrogation 

mark (?) and closes with an exclamation mark (!). At the end of the book Habakkuk is rejoicing in the Lord His 

strength (Habakkuk 3:18-19)! 

When you are perplexed about some of life’s toughest questions, remember this: 1. God has the answer. 2. God 

knows what He is doing (Habakkuk 2:20). 3. Faith is the key: you need to simply take God at His Word and 

believe what He says! The life of faith (Hab. 2:4) is the life of joy (Hab. 3:18). Do not judge by appearance 

but by God's Word! 

Zephaniah–The Day Of The Lord 

The theme of the book of Zephaniah is the day of the LORD.   What other book in the minor prophets had 

this same theme (see Chapter 11)? _____________ Zephaniah uses this expression ("the day of the LORD") 

more than any other prophet (seven times). 

The day of the LORD is described in Zephaniah 1:14-16: 

It is a day of _______________________________________________________ 

It is a day of _______________________________________________________ 

It is a day of _______________________________________________________ 

It is a day of _______________________________________________________ 

We are told again and again that this will be a day of the Lord's anger and wrath (Zephaniah 1:15; 2:2,3)! It is a 

day of judgment! 

Zephaniah lived during the time of King Josiah, the king of Judah (see the chart in Chapter 5). Zephaniah was 

the great, great grandson of King Hezekiah (Zephaniah 1:1). The book of Zephaniah looks ahead and sees the 

coming invasion of Babylon as a day of the Lord's anger and judgment. But the Babylonian invasion was only a 

picture of a much greater "day of the LORD" in the distant future:  
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Zephaniah saw more than God’s judgment. He also saw God’s wonderful love (see Zephaniah 3:17) and God’s 

wonderful kingdom for those who trust Him (see Zephaniah 3:14-20). Most of the prophets warned of coming 

judgment, but they also encouraged God’s people by giving glimpses of the coming kingdom age. 

How can a person be safe in a time of trouble and in a time of judgment? God’s judgment is near but God 

Himself is near also, and now is the time to seek Him: "____________ ye the LORD, all ye meek of the earth, 

which have wrought his judgment; seek _________________________, seek _________________: it may be 

ye shall be _______ in the day of the LORD’s _________________" (Zephaniah 2:3)! Have you found God’s 

hiding place? Are you hiding there? 
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CHAPTER 13 

Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi 

We have almost finished our journey through the Old Testament. In our travels we have already met 36 books. 

Only three books remain: Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi. All three of these books were written after the 

Babylonian Captivity (after the Exile–see chapter 9). 

The last history books found in the Old Testament are: 

Ezra 
Nehemiah 
Esther 

We studied these books in Chapter 6 

The last prophetic books found in the Old Testament are: 

Haggai 
Zechariah 
Malachi 

We are going to study these books in this 
chapter. 

All six of these books were written after the Babylonian Captivity. 

Historical Background for Haggai and Zechariah 

(Getting the Jews to Go Back to Work on the Temple) 

Whenever you think of Haggai you should think of Zechariah, and whenever you think of Zechariah you should 

think of Haggai. These two men are both mentioned together (see Ezra 5:1 and 6:14). They belonged to the 

same period of history and they spoke their message to the same group of people. Also they both had the same 

objective: to encourage the Jewish people to finish the great work of rebuilding the temple (God's house in 

Jerusalem). 

The history of this time period was discussed when we studied the book of Ezra (see Chapter 6).  Let us now 

refresh our memory as to what happened after the Babylonian Captivity. 

After the 70 year Babylonian Captivity, God stirred the heart of a Persian king and this king to allow the Jews to 

return to their homeland. What was this king’s name (Ezra chapter 1)? _____________ About 50,000 Jews 

(Ezra 2:64-65) returned under the leadership of Zerubbabel (the governor) and Jeshua or Joshua (the High 

Priest). This was not a very large group of Jews (see Chapter 6). It was only a small remnant. They were few 

in number compared with the great masses of Jews who once lived in the land. 

When this small remnant of Jews returned to Jerusalem they found the city and the temple in ruins. Solomon’s 

great temple had been destroyed by the Babylonians and nothing was left except ashes and heaps of stone (2 

Chronicles 36:19). When these Jews returned to the land of their fathers their first job was to rebuild the temple. 

They were very small and their task was very great! They were puny and their job was gigantic.  
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How could it be done? Also the Jews faced another problem. They were surrounded on every side by enemies 

who did not want the temple to be built (see Ezra chapter 4). Their situation could be described as follows: 

1) The Jews were undersized. 

2) The task was enormous. 

3) The enemies were abundant and fierce. 

Everything seemed to be against them, but God was not against them.  "If God be __________ us, who can he 

__________________us?" (Romans 8:31)  What is the answer to this question? ________________ 

In Ezra chapter 3 we read that the work on the temple began. The work of rebuilding the temple got off to a 

good start (this was about 536 B.C.). The people worked hard and finally the F_______________________ was 

laid (Ezra 3:10). The people rejoiced greatly and praised God (Ezra 3:10-11) but some of the older Jews wept.  

They remembered the greatness of the first temple that was built by King Solomon and they knew that this 

second temple would not be nearly as great (Ezra 3:12-13). 

The work on the temple was moving along well until we come to the events recorded in Ezra chapter 4. Here we 

learn that the enemies of the Jews "weakened the hands of the people of Judah and T_____________________ 

them in building" (Ezra 4:4). Because of this the work stopped until the time of King Darius (see the list of 

Persian kings in Chapter 6).  For about 15 years nothing more was done on the temple. The Jews had put down 

the foundation, but that was about all! 

Finally in Ezra 5:1 the names of our two prophets are mentioned: "Then the prophets, ________________ the 

prophet, and _______________________ the son of Iddo prophesied unto the Jews that were in Judah and 

Jerusalem in the name of the ___________ of Israel." The year was now 520 B.C. God raised up these two 

prophets to encourage the people so that they would get back to work! Did the people resume the work of 

building God’s temple (Ezra 5:2)? _______ With the help and encouragement of these two prophets the people 

were able to complete and finish the temple-building project (Ezra 6:14-15). The temple was finished in 516 

B.C., about four years after the work was resumed! 

Now we are ready to see how God spoke to the Jewish people through His prophet Haggai: 

Haggai–Be Strong and Work! 

As we read this short book we need to remember that Haggai was the man God used to encourage the Jews to 

get back to work! The temple needed to be finished. God's message to the people was very simple: Arise and 

build! God used Haggai to stir up the people so that they would do this great work of building and finishing 

God’s house. 

God was the One who sent Haggai!   Haggai, like all the prophets, was just God’s mouthpiece. God was 

speaking to His people through the mouth of Haggai. It was not Haggai’s message. It was God’s message! As 

we read through the book this becomes very clear. The book has only two chapters in it; yet see how many 

times you read such phrases as: 

"Thus saith the LORD..." 

Or 

"then came the word of the LORD..."  
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God Must Come First 

Haggai gave the people this very important message from God: Put the Lord first! (not second, third, fourth or 

last!) If you neglect God you are in trouble! If you put God first He will bless you (Matthew 6:33). God wanted 

His people to rebuild the temple! How can God’s blessing come if God’s people allow the temple to lie in 

ruins? 

Did the Jews think that the time had come to build God’s temple (Haggai 1:2)? _______ Were they correct? 

The Jews had their priorities all mixed up (see Haggai 1:4). They were not putting first things first. They were 

living in nice, comfortable, paneled houses and God’s house was in ruins! 

If people do not put God first, can they be truly blessed (Haggai 1:6)? _____    Not giving God the rightful place 

is like putting money into pockets with holes in them! It does not pay! 

What did God want the Jews to do (Haggai 1:8)?   "B___________ the _____________."   Did the people do 

what Haggai told them to do (Haggai 1:12-15)? _____ Would God be with them and bless them (Haggai 1:13)? 

______ About three weeks after Haggai began preaching to them the work of rebuilding the temple was 

resumed (compare Haggai 1:1 with 1:15)! 

In Haggai 2:4 we find Haggai giving the people words of encouragement. How many times do you find the 

expression "Be strong!" ? _______ 

The last verse in 1 Corinthians chapter 15 would have been a good verse for the people living in the days of 

Haggai and is a wonderful verse for believers living today:  "always ___________________ in the __________ 

of the Lord."  Today God has not told us to build Him a temple in Jerusalem! But God does have work for us to 

do today. God wants His believers to do "the ___________ of the ministry" (Ephesians 4:12). This is the work 

of serving Jesus Christ wherever we are (at home, at school, at work or wherever). What work does God have 

for you to do at home? at school? at work? elsewhere? 

Three Temples 

In the second chapter of the book of Haggai we read about three temples: 

FIRST 1) Solomon’s great temple (Haggai 2:3)—This was the first temple and it 
was a glorious and great temple. 

SECOND  2) The second temple that was rebuilt in the days of Zerubbabel and 
Haggai (Haggai 2:3)—This temple was as nothing when compared with 
Solomon’s great and glorious temple. 

LAST 3) The glorious future temple that will be on earth during the 
Kingdom (Haggai 2:7,9)—Ezekiel spoke of this temple in the last 
chapters of his book (see Chapter 10 of these notes). This future temple 
will be even more glorious than Solomon’s temple. 
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Let us now compare these three temples in their order of greatness (not in chronological order): 

GREAT! 

Zerubbabel’s Temple was built by only a small remnant of Jews who 
returned to the land after the Babylonian Captivity. They did the best 
job they could with the minimal people and the resources which they 
had. 

GREATER! 
Solomon’s Temple was much greater than Zerubbabel’s temple. 
Solomon had more money and more manpower and he was able to 
build one of the greatest buildings that has ever stood on planet earth. 

GREATEST! 

The Kingdom Temple will be the greatest temple of all. Its glory and 
greatness will even surpass that of Solomon’s temple (Haggai 2:9). 
Jesus Christ will be the earth’s King when this temple is constructed! 
He is the One that Haggai describes as "the ______________ of all 
nations" (Haggai 2:7). 

Should the Jews living in the days of Haggai have been discouraged because they were not able to build a 

temple as great as the first temple? No, God did not want them to be discouraged, He wanted them to "BE 

__________________" (three times in Haggai 2:4). The message of the book is this: Put God first, be strong, 

work hard, do the best you can with what you have to work with, and the great and glorious God will be with 

you to bless you (Haggai 1:13)! 

  

Zechariah–God Delights in Small Things 

Zechariah began his ministry two months after Haggai (compare Haggai 1:1 with Zechariah 1:1). The year was 

520 B.C. Zechariah was a Jewish priest. God took this young priest and made him His prophet! 

God uses different kinds of men to bring forth His message. For example, in the New Testament Paul and John 

did not write in the same way. Paul would often write very long sentences. For example, Romans 1:1-7 is all 

one long sentence (compare also Ephesians 1:3-12)! On the other hand John often wrote in very short and 

simple sentences (1 John 4:19). Paul and John had different styles of writing but God used both of these men to 

bring forth His message! 

Zechariah and Haggai were both used by God to help the Jews to resume and finish the work of building the 

temple. But these two men also had different styles of writing. Haggai was very practical and down to earth. He 

had both feet on the ground and his message was very simple to understand: 

"Build the house!" (Haggai 1:8) 

"I am with you, saith the LORD." (Haggai 1:13) 

"Be strong" (Haggai 2:4) 

On the other hand, Zechariah had his "head in the clouds." Zechariah was a visionary. This means that his book 

is filled with visions, some of which are difficult to understand. There are about eight of these visions (see 

chapters 1-6). For example there is the vision of the rider on the red horse (chapter 1), the vision of the four 

horns (chapter l), the vision of the man with the measuring line (chapter 2), the vision of the golden lampstand 

(chapter 4), the vision of the flying scroll (chapter 5), the vision of the four chariots (chapter 6), etc. In many 

ways the book is similar to the book of Revelation. 
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God used Zechariah and God used Haggai. These men were different and they wrote differently, but they both 

gave God’s message! In fact, both of these men wrote down exactly the words that God wanted them to write! 

God wanted Haggai to give a message that was clear and simple and only two chapters long! God wanted 

Zechariah to write about the visions which he saw and his book contains 14 chapters! Every person is different 

and God uses different people in different ways. This is true even today. If you are a believer you need to 

remember that you are different from every other believer! There is no one exactly like you! And God wants to 

use you in a very special way! 

More Encouragement for the Workers! 

Like Haggai, God used Zechariah to encourage the Jews to go back to work on the temple. In Zechariah 1:3 

God told the Jews this: "Turn ye unto Me, saith the _____________ of hosts, and I will _______________ unto 

you." God was saying, "If you honor Me, I’ll honor you!" (See chapter 5.)   As in the book of Haggai, God was 

telling the Jews to honor Him and put Him first. 

In Zechariah 4:6 God had an important message for Zerubbabel: "Not by __________________, nor by 

___________________ but by my _____________, saith the ____________ of hosts." This is perhaps the key 

verse in the book. Certainly the small remnant of Jews did not have very much might or power! They were 

small and puny! But although they were small, they had a very big God! Do you remember the three problems 

that the Jews faced?  

1. The Jews were undersized.  

2. The task was enormous (building the temple).  

3. The enemies were abundant and fierce.  

How could the work ever be done? The answer is found in Zechariah 4:6: "by my _______________, saith the 

LORD!" They could not do it, but they had a mighty and powerful God who could! The same thing is true 

today. Have you ever faced a problem that seemed much too big for you?  Remember, the problem is not too 

big for God! "I can’t, but He can! I am unable, but God is able! I can do all things _______________ 

_____________ which (who) strengtheneth me" (Philippians 4:13). 

Another word of encouragement is found in Zechariah 4:9. Remember, about 15 years had passed since the 

foundation of the temple had been laid. Since that time hardly anything else had been done. The work had come 

to a standstill. To the Jews it must have seemed like an endless delay. Would the work of rebuilding ever be 

resumed? Would it ever be finished? According to Zechariah 4:9, who laid the foundation of the temple? 

______________________________________ Who would finish the temple (same verse)? 

____________________________________God assured the people that the temple would be built and that the 

same man who started this building project would also finish it! 

Finally the question is asked, "For who hath despised the day of ________________ things?" (Zechariah 4:10). 

To the Jews this second temple seemed small and insignificant. Compared with Solomon’s great temple it 

seemed as N_______________ (Haggai 2:3). But to God it was not "nothing," it was something very 

important! "Little is much if God is in it!"  God is not impressed with size and bigness. God is more concerned 

about the heart and spiritual condition of the builders. God delights in the "little things" that are done to please 

Him. God wants every believer to be "faithful in that which is ___________________" (Luke 16:10). 
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The Great Messiah 

The book of Zechariah has more to say about the Messiah (Jesus Christ) than any of the other minor prophets. 

Even though the remnant of Jews under Zerubbabel was very small, God wanted them to know that a great 

Messiah would come out of their nation. The book of Zechariah looks down the road of time and sees both the 

first and second coming of Jesus Christ: 

His First Coming 

The greatest prophecy of Christ’s first coming in the book of Zechariah is found in Zechariah 9:9. This verse 

clearly predicted that the King of the Jews would come to Jerusalem, "lowly and riding upon an __________ " 

(Zechariah 9:9). Did this really happen (Matt. 21:1-11)? ______ About half a millennium later (about 500 years 

later) Jesus literally fulfilled this prophecy at His first coming. 

His Second Coming 

Zechariah 9:10 speaks about a time when there will be P____________ on the earth and when the King will 

rule from sea to sea. This prophecy has not yet been fulfilled, but it will be fulfilled when Jesus comes to earth 

the second time. We learn about Jesus’ return to the earth in Zechariah 14:4. 

Another amazing prophecy is found in Zechariah 12:9-14. When Jesus came to earth the first time the Jewish 

people rejected Him (John 1:11) and crucified Him (Matthew 27:22-25). When Jesus returns to earth the second 

time the Jewish people will "look upon Me whom they have ____________________, and they shall mourn for 

him" (Zechariah 12:10). The Jewish people will be in deep grief for what they have done and they will repent 

and receive Christ as their Messiah and Saviour (compare Romans 11:25-27). 

As believers living today, we are looking forward to Christ coming again for us (John 14:3). The key question 

at that time will be something like this: "Have you been faithful in doing those small things that I have 

commanded you to do in My Word?" May we hear His "Well done!" on that day!  Live the present in light of 

the future! 

Malachi–God Deserves Our Very Best 

Malachi probably lived during the time of Nehemiah which means that he gave his message about a century 

(100 years) after the time of Haggai and Zechariah.  

Man's Sad Response to God's Love 

God’s message to the Jewish people is very simple: "I have __________________ you, saith the LORD" 

(Malachi 1:2). But as we learn from the book of Malachi, the Jewish people did not love and honor their God. 

Instead.... 

They despised His Name (Malachi 1:6). 

They brought polluted sacrifices (Malachi 1:7-8). 

They profaned God’s Name (Malachi 1:11-12). 

They wearied God with their words (Malachi 2:17). 

They did not fear God (Malachi 3:5). 

They robbed God (Malachi 3:8). 
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The format of the book is interesting. Here is the general pattern:  

1. God makes a statement:  

"Ye have wearied the LORD with your words" (Malachi 2:17).  

   

2. The people question the statement and do not see how it could be true:  

"Wherein have we wearied Him?" (Malachi 2:17)  

   

3. God then gives the answer:  

"When ye say, Every one that doeth evil is good in the sight of the LORD, and He delighteth in them; 

or, Where is the God of judgment?" (Malachi 2:17)  

As you can see from Malachi 2:17, the spiritual condition of the Jews at this time was not very good at all! They 

were drugged to an unconsciousness of sin!  Their spiritual condition was like the story of the two frogs. One 

frog was dropped into a pan of boiling water and as soon as it hit the hot water it jumped right out. The other 

frog was placed into a pan of lukewarm water. This water was gradually heated until it became hotter and 

hotter. This frog seemed oblivious to the fact that the water was getting hotter and hotter and it never jumped 

out. The water became its grave. This second frog is like the children of Israel in the days of Malachi. These 

people were surprised that God should even find fault with them! They were spiritually NUMB and spiritually 

DUMB! 

God Deserves Our Very Best! 

The Jews living at this time were not giving God their very best. In fact they were giving Him their very worst! 

Notice the kind of animals they were sacrificing to God (Malachi 1:8). They were bringing animals that were 

blind, lame and sick! These were animals that they did not want anyway! Instead of bringing the first of the 

flock (the very best) they brought the very worst of the flock! 

Today God wants our very best as well. As the hymn says, "Give of your best to the Master!" Discuss the 

following and explain how a person can give their very best to the Lord:  

a. The clothes we wear on Sunday  

b. The way we sing hymns  

c. The use of our talents, gifts and abilities  

d. The language we use in prayer  

Not all of the Jews living in Malachi’s day were in a terrible spiritual condition. There was a small remnant of 

Jews who... 

Feared the Lord (Malachi 3:16) 

Spoke often to one another about the Lord (Malachi 3:16) 

Thought upon God’s Name (Malachi 3:16) 

These Jews were very precious to God (Malachi 3:16-17). God will honor those who honor Him! 
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The Sun of Righteousness 

As we have seen again and again, the prophets looked beyond their own day. They were able to look into the 

future and see the coming of the Messiah, Jesus Christ. Malachi calls the Messiah "the _______ of 

righteousness" (Malachi 4:2). The world is experiencing the "nighttime" of sin. But there is coming a future day 

when the SUN will rise and a new day will dawn! Jesus Christ will come to this earth and with Him He will 

bring healing and light and righteousness. He will heal this "sin-sick" planet and the earth will be flooded with 

light and righteousness. The SON OF GOD is the SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS! 

My Messenger 

The name Malachi is a Hebrew word which means "my messenger."  The word messenger is used three times in 

the book of Malachi:  

1. Malachi 2:7--the priest is called the messenger of the Lord.  

2. Malachi 3:1--John the Baptist is called "My ______________________ (compare Mark 1:2-4).  

3. Malachi 3:1--the Lord Jesus is called "the ________________________ of the covenant."  

Also the book of Malachi tells us who will come before the Lord Jesus Christ at each of His comings:  

1. JOHN THE BAPTIST will prepare the way for Christ’s first coming (Malachi 3:1, and compare Mark 

1:2-4).  

2. ELIJAH will prepare the way for Christ’s second coming (see Malachi 4:5-6).  

The Last Word in the Old Testament 

Notice how the Old Testament ends: "lest, I come and smite the earth with a ______________" (Malachi 4:6). 

Man is cursed because of sin! The Old Testament began with the curse (Genesis 3) and ends with the curse 

(Malachi 4:6). The New Testament begins with the Person who will remove sin’s curse (Matthew 1:1). Jesus 

Christ took the penalty for sin and became a "curse for ___________" Galatians 3:13) so that we might be 

blessed (Galatians 3:14)! 

Malachi wrote his book about 400 B.C. This is the last Old Testament book that was written. For centuries the 

Jews had no word or message from God. There were no more prophets. Finally, 400 years later when God’s Son 

came into the world, God broke the silence! The coming of Jesus was announced by John the Baptist just as 

Malachi had predicted approximately 400 years earlier (Malachi 3:1). These 400 years from Malachi to the time 

of Christ are known as the 400 silent years (the time from Malachi to Matthew).  

After Malachi's book, the Jews did not need any more messages from God. They had all that they needed. They 

had 37 inspired books of the Old Testament.  The New Testament revelation would come later in God's good 

time. 

THE MESSAGE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT:   The Saviour is coming! 

Since the completion of the New Testament (about 100 A.D.) we have had nearly 2000 silent years. The Bible 

is now complete and God does not have to speak to us by prophets today. God has given us all that we need to 

know and this information is found in the Old and New Testaments (the 66 books of the Bible). 

THE MESSAGE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT: The Saviour has come and He is coming again!  

Today we can rejoice in what the Saviour has done and we can look forward to the Saviour coming again.  In 

the meanwhile we can give Him our very best! 
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SUMMARY APPENDIX 

The Old Testament Books 

 The following study shows how the Old Testament books fit together.  Let us begin with the books which 

cover the early history of the world and the early history of the nation Israel: 

 

The four books listed on top all serve to advance the historic flow, from the creation of the world (Genesis) to 

the entrance into the promised land (Joshua).  These are the historical books.  The three books on the bottom do 

not advance the historic flow and they must be seen in relationship to the historical books. Job was one of the 

earliest books written, and the events of that book took place sometime during the early history of our world 

covered by Genesis.  Some believe that Job lived around the time of Abraham.  Leviticus was Israel's book of 

worship.  Deuteronomy contained final instructions before entering the promised land. 

Here is a brief description of these books: 

Genesis is the book of beginnings. It traces the beginning of the Universe (the heavens and the earth), the 

beginning of man, the beginning of woman, the beginning of marriage (our society today desperately needs to 

understand how God originally instituted and defined marriage), the beginning of children, the beginning of sin, 

the beginning of death, the beginning of animal sacrifices, the beginning of murder, the beginning of cities, the 

beginning of nations, the beginning of languages and the beginning of the great nation Israel.  The book of 

Genesis begins with the six days of creation and it ends with the children of Israel in Egypt at the time of 

Joseph's death. The key divisions of the book are indicated by the phrase, "These are the generations of..." 

Exodus (compare the word "Exit") relates God's great deliverance out of Egypt. The law is given to Israel at 

Mt. Sinai (see chapter 20 where the Ten Commandments are found). The last part of the book is God's detailed 

blueprint for the tabernacle, God's glorious tent. 

Numbers contains the account of Israel's wanderings in the desert for 40 years. In chapter one all the males 

able to go forth to war, those twenty years old and upward, were numbered (counted), and this is the reason the 

book is called Numbers. 
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Joshua tells of Israel's entrance into the promised land and the amazing conquest that followed. It was the 

LORD who gave the children of Israel victory over their enemies. 

Job is perhaps the earliest book that was written (around 2000 BC??).  Behemoth (Job 40) and Leviathan (Job 

41) can reasonably be understood as referring to certain species of massive dinosaurs living on earth at that 

time--Behemoth lived on or near land and the Leviathan lived in the sea.  This contradicts evolutionary theory 

which says that the dinosaurs became extinct millions of years before man came upon the scene.   The book of 

Job is about a godly man who was severely tested by the Lord in order to demonstrate something to Satan.  It 

has much to teach us as to why God sometimes allows the righteous to suffer. 

Leviticus instructs the Israelites concerning true worship.  There is much that Christians can learn about 

worship from this book also. The key word in the book of Leviticus is the word "HOLY," which is found over 

eighty times in this book. The God we worship is HOLY, and thus there must be an atmosphere that is 

appropriate. The HOLY ONE demands our reverence, our respect. May we stand in awe of Him. Forty-five 

times in Leviticus we find the expression "I AM THE LORD." Our worship is to be God-centered. How 

inappropriate it would be to come to God in a flippant or casual way, or in any way to make light of WHO HE 

IS!  We must never detract from the DIGNITY of the occasion, as God’s people worship the HOLY ONE. 

Deuteronomy means "second law."   Moses, not long before his death, delivered the law a second time to the 

younger generation that was about to enter the land (the older generation died in the wilderness, except for 

Joshua and Caleb). These discourses are rich in devotional content. They stress love for God as demonstrated by 

obedience to His Word. The greatest commandment is found in 6:5. Christ quoted from this book three times 

during his temptation in the wilderness (Matthew 4). 

 
  

The six books listed on top (Judges through 2 Kings) all serve to advance the historic flow. They cover the 

period of history from the time of the judges all the way to the Babylonian Captivity.  The books on the bottom 

(Ruth through Chronicles) do not advance the historic flow, but they are positioned in their correct historical 

sequence (Psalms belongs with David; Proverbs belongs with Solomon, etc.). 

Judges relates the sad history of the period of the judges when "every man did that which was right in his own 

eyes" (Judges 21:25). The period of the judges lasted over 300 years. 
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1 Samuel presents the godly Samuel and the ungodly Saul.  Saul became Israel's first king.  The people 

wanted a king like all the other nations, and God allowed them to have what they wanted, even though Saul 

proved to be a very poor king.  David is also prominent in this book, mostly as the hero who defeated Goliath 

and then as the fugitive being pursued by King Saul.  

2 Samuel covers the reign of King David, and includes not only his commendable acts as Israel's greatest king, 

but also his failings and sins which included his adultery with Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11:1-5), his murderous 

scheme to get rid of her husband (2 Samuel 11:6-27), and his numbering of the people (2 Samuel 24:1-9). 

Both books of Kings cover the period of history from Solomon to the Babylonian Captivity. These two books 

cover approximately 400 years of history. 

1 Kings begins with the reign of King Solomon (first 11 chapters).  Solomon was the last king of the united 

monarchy.  His unrivaled wisdom and the glories of His kingdom are described (chapters 3-10), as well as his 

spiritual decline (1 Kings 11).  It was Solomon who built the glorious temple in Jerusalem (chapters 5-8).  After 

Solomon's death the kingdom is divided into two parts (1 Kings 12), the northern kingdom of Israel and the 

southern kingdom of Judah.  The prominent prophet in 1 Kings is Elijah.    

2 Kings continues the history of the divided monarchy up to the time of the Babylonian captivity.  In 2 Kings 

we learn about the decline and fall of the northern kingdom of Israel under Assyria (chapter 17) and the decline 

and fall of the southern kingdom of Judah under Babylon (chapters 24-25).  The prominent prophet in 2 Kings 

is Elisha. 

Ruth records fascinating events which took place toward the latter part of the period of the judges. Ruth and 

her husband are mentioned in the genealogy of Christ (Matthew 1:5). 

The Psalms, which together form the Hebrew song book, are connected with King David since he wrote so 

many of them. These songs are very personal and precious and do wonders for the heart as the believer 

contemplates the greatness of God and His mercy. 

Proverbs (practical wisdom presented in terse statements), Ecclesiastes (man vainly trying to find 

satisfaction "under the sun," apart from God), and Song of Solomon (a love song) were all penned by 

Solomon, David's Son. 

1 Chronicles deals mainly with David; 2 Chronicles covers the same time span as the two books of Kings--

from Solomon to the Exile (the Babylonian Captivity). 
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Ezra and Nehemiah, along with the nine books already discussed (Genesis through 2 Kings) all serve to advance 

the historic flow.  The events of the book of Esther take place during the time covered by the book of Ezra, in 

the kingdom of Persia. 

Ezra takes place after the 70 year captivity.  Ezra is actually two books in one. The first book (chapters 1-6) is 

about Zerubbabel the governor and Joshua the high priest as a small remnant of Jews returned to Jerusalem to 

rebuild the temple.  The second book (chapters 7-10) is about Ezra the scribe.  In between these two books is a 

time gap of about 58 years. The events of Esther took place in this time gap.   

Nehemiah concerns the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem. This is the last historic book of the Old 

Testament. The prophetic book which corresponds to this period of history is Malachi. 

Esther takes place in Persia. In this book God's Name is not mentioned at all, but God's providential hand is 

everywhere seen. 

The following explains in more detail how these three books fit together: 

THREE BOOKS AND FOUR TRUE BIBLICAL ACCOUNTS! 

The book of Ezra is a very interesting book. It is actually two books in one. We find the first book in the first six 

chapters and we find the second book in the last four chapters. In between chapters 6 and 7 there is a time gap 

of about 58 years. 

BOOK NUMBER 1  

THE ACCOUNT OF ZERUBBABEL 

Ezra Chapters 1-6 

IN BETWEEN CHAPTERS 6 AND 7 WE FIND: 

A Gap of about 58 years! During this time all of the events in the book of Esther took place! 
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BOOK NUMBER 2  

THE ACCOUNT OF EZRA 

Ezra Chapters 7-10 

AFTER EZRA CHAPTER 10 all of the events in the book of Nehemiah took place! So although 

we have three books (Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther) we actually have four true accounts: 

1)  THE ACCOUNT OF ZERUBBABEL (Ezra chapters 1-6) 

2)   THE ACCOUNT OF ESTHER (the book of Esther) 

3)    THE ACCOUNT OF EZRA (Ezra chapters 7-10) 

4)    THE ACCOUNT OF NEHEMIAH (the book of Nehemiah) 

Up to this point we have discussed all of the books of the Old Testament except for the prophetic books (the 

minor and major prophets).  In order to understand how these books fit into the history of Israel, we need to 

review the earlier history of Israel.  The key dates to remember are these: 

Abraham:  Approximately 2000 B.C. 

Moses:      Approximately 1500 B.C. 

David:       Approximately 1000 B.C. 

The first three kings of Israel (Saul, David and Solomon) ruled over the entire nation. The kingdom was united 

at this time, although Absalom, David's son, revolted against his father and tried unsuccessfully to steal the 

kingdom from him.  After Solomon's death, the kingdom was divided in two. Solomon's son, Rehoboam,  was 

the king of the southern kingdom which consisted of two tribes, Judah and Benjamin.  The southern kingdom 

became known as the kingdom of Judah (the tribe of Judah was much larger than the tribe of Benjamin).  

Jeroboam became the king of the northern kingdom which consisted of ten tribes, with Ephraim being the 

largest.  This became known as the kingdom of Israel. Since Ephraim was the largest tribe, the kingdom of 

Israel was sometimes simply referred to as "Ephraim" (we find this in the book of Hosea and elsewhere--see 

Isaiah 11:13). 

The kings of the northern kingdom of Israel were without exception bad kings. Of each one it is said, "he did 

evil in the sight of the LORD."  Jeroboam, the first king, began a pattern of wicked idolatry that was followed 

by every subsequent king. Thus the northern kingdom was on a collision course with the judgment of God.  

This collision took place in 722 BC when the Assyrians conquered the northern kingdom and its capital 

Samaria, and carried away many of the people as captives.   

In the southern kingdom of Judah there were some good kings (such as Asa, Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah and Josiah) 

and some wicked kings (such as Ahaz and Manasseh).  The kingdom of Judah lasted longer than its northern 

neighbor, but in the end, it followed the same course of sin and idolatry resulting in God's judgment at the hands 

of the Babylonians.  Although the Babylonians conquered Jerusalem in three different stages, the key date is 
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586 B.C. when the city and temple were destroyed. The following chart summarizes these key events in the 

history of Israel:  

 

 

The prophets books are often described as MINOR or MAJOR.  This does not mean that the major prophets are 

more important than the minor prophets.  Each prophet spoke and wrote the Word of the LORD and their 

message was vitally important to their original audience and is also vitally important to us today.  MINOR and 

MAJOR merely refer to the size of the books.  The major prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel) are 

lengthy books containing many chapters each; the minor prophets are very short books with few chapters 

(Obadiah contains only one chapter). The minor prophets are the twelve books beginning with Hosea and 

ending with Malachi, the last book in the Old Testament.  The Lord Jesus referred to all of the prophetic books 

simply as "the prophets" (Luke 24:44 and compare verse 27). 

A more helpful way to categorize the prophetic books is to list them according to their relationship to the 

Babylonian captivity. Those books which were written before the Babylonian captivity are called the pre-exilic 

books; the ones written during the captivity are called the exilic books; the ones written after the captivity are 

referred to as the post-exilic books.  Consider the following: 
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Notice that Jeremiah (who also wrote Lamentations) warned the people of the coming Babylonian 

judgment, but he also gave God's message to the people during the exile (during the captivity). 

The pre-exilic prophets were Obadiah (deals with the Edomites [descendants of Esau] and their doom), Joel 

(emphasizes "the day of the Lord"), Jonah (God's messenger to the wicked Assyrians), Amos (message for 

the northern kingdom of Israel), Hosea (points out the unfaithfulness of Israel), Isaiah (message to the 

southern kingdom of Judah), Micah (contemporary of Isaiah whose message was also for Judah), Nahum 

(judgment upon Assyria), Zephaniah (message to Judah), Habakkuk (explains the Babylonian invasion 

which was soon to take place). 

Daniel and Ezekiel were the two prophets who ministered DURING the captivity. 

Haggai and Zechariah encouraged the small remnant who returned to rebuild the temple (this corresponds to 

Ezra chapters 1-6). Malachi was the last word from God prior to the 400 silent years.  The nation at this time 

was in a serious backslidden condition. 

This concludes our study of the Old Testament books and how they fit together in the light of the history of 

Israel.  

 

 


